
GOSPEL     John 9:1-41 

1As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man 

or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born 

blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of the one who sent me while it is 

day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6When 

Jesus had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 
7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back 

able to see. 

8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit 

and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, 

“I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, ‘The man called 

Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and 

received my sight.” 12They said to him, ”Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus 

made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He 

said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man 

is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform 

such signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, ”What do you say about him? It was 

your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

18The Judeans did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the 

man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does 

he now see?” 20His parents answered, ‘We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not 

know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for 

himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Judeans, who had already agreed that anyone 

who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of 

age; ask him.” 

24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We 

know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that 

though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, ”What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He 

answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you 

also want to become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, ”You are his disciple, but we are disciples 

of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this person, we do not know where he comes 

from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he 

opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but does listen to anyone who is devout and 

obeys God’s will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of someone born 

blind. 33If this person were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, ”You were born entirely 

in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 

35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son-of-Man?” 
36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, ”You have seen 

him, and he is the one speaking with you.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped Jesus. 39Jesus said, “I 

came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become 

blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near Jesus heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus 

said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 

 



How quickly our lives can change. Just last week our congregation gathered for worship, recognizing 

that there was growing concern for public health in America. Like many churches, we gathered and put 

into practice the recommended precautions given at the time. Then we learned later that day the 

governors of Minnesota and Iowa had ordered the closure of schools. On Monday, the President 

suggested there be no public gatherings of groups larger than 10 people. Over the course of that day, 

the council of our congregation talked on the phone with each other and determined we should follow 

the guidelines and on Tuesday the Executive Committee met to officially suspend all our services and 

activities until further notice and close the building to the public. This is not an easy time for anybody. 

How quickly our lives can change! 

In times like today we may recognize how many of us have been blind—blind to our vulnerability and 

how such an event could transpire so rapidly and change our lives so dramatically. We find ourselves 

facing what the President calls an invisible enemy, one we do not see and had not seen but now we learn 

about. Graphs in the news remind us of our mortality, which we have sought to forget. The Pew Forum 

has suggested that we in America have been largely drowning ourselves in the pursuit of money, career, 

sports, and family. We seek meaning in these things, but find they are merely houses of cards.1 We may 

now recognize our weakness and vulnerability and need for the one, true God, the giver and sustainer 

of life. The One who is not us…and whose power is greater than any! This God who stands over, above 

and behind creation. We recognize our need—it has been revealed to us during this Lent in the year 

2020 of our Lord.  

Blindness and sight are themes in our Gospel reading for today. What is described in the story is those 

who thought they knew and saw, the Pharisees, that it was they who were blind. And then this man who 

was blind received his sight from Jesus. He was given the ability to see who his Savior, Jesus our Lord. 

Such a gift is the greatest gift. To see who holds the world together in grace and mercy and love. Who 

works in and amidst a world rent by pain, suffering, and waywardness. God works by his grace and 

mercy to draw those who believe and ready to follow into His merciful midst. 

One of the great Russian writers Fyodor Dostoevsky became famous for his penetrating insight into the 

psychological and spiritual elements of life. An underlying theme in his books is the struggle between 

good and evil for dominance in the human soul. He attempts to resolve this struggle by leading 

characters to salvation through purifying suffering. It is difficult for us to understand in our own day 

what Dostoevsky and indeed the great saints of the Church have been telling us all along: God works 

mysteriously in and through suffering to demonstrate His salvation and power. Now again this truth is 

mysterious. We do not understand all the ways of God. For as the prophet Isaiah says, “God’s thoughts 

are not our thoughts nor His ways our ways.” God stands above and beyond, and yet we also recognize 

in faith that God stands amidst. God shows us a way forward amidst the pain and suffering, giving 

believers a glimpse of His beauty, His salvation, and His love.  

In Dostoevsky’s novel The Idiot, one of the characters—a prince who was considered to be crazy, a man 

who was sick and suffering—said “Beauty will save the world!” That phrase has captured the minds of 

some great thinkers, who offer for us in the church today much to ponder. Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, one 

of the important Russian figures who followed Dostoevsky, said “beauty will save the world” was not a 

careless phrase but a prophecy. It’s interesting that both Dostoevsky and Solzhenitsyn determined this 

themselves after having both suffered. Dostoevsky was sentenced to four years of hard labor and 

imprisonment. Solzhenitsyn was sent to the gulag where many died. But, both of these men rose up 

from such difficulty, proclaiming a vision given in the midst of their suffering—the vision of God’s 

 
1 “Where Americans Find Meaning in Life.” Pew Research Center, Washington, D.C. (Nov. 20, 2018) 
https://www.pewforum.org/2018/11/20/where-americans-find-meaning-in-life/ 



salvation. This is a salvation which humans cannot bring about for themselves. It comes through God’s 

power and His merciful intentions and love for this world in which we live. 

The man who was born blind, who Jesus healed, was a man pushed to the margins. He was one who 

understood what suffering was all about. In the Gospel, we learn this man was open and ready while 

others were not. After the people had reviled him, Jesus find him and says to him, “Do you believe in 

the Son of Man?” The man responds, “Tell me, so I may believe” and Jesus speaks words which are 

gentle and kind. “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” After an entire life of waiting 

and wanting, these words would have brought spiritual fulfillment like none other. The man professed, 

“Lord, I believe,” and worshipped him. 

The suffering that we encounter in our own lives and this day can lead us to various directions, but as 

we consider God’s word… that He is among us in the most desperate of times… we can know our 

circumstances are not beyond God. God is omnipotent and cannot be overthrown by this world. In spite 

of our failures and weakness, we can trust that God will work it out. Perhaps now more than ever we 

are asking God to help us understand and to trust He is present with us. The man born blind is an 

example that God brings about deliverance in ways we can never imagine.  

As we go through these days and weeks ahead may God give us strength in our spirit, so we can join 

Dostoevsky, Solzhenitsyn, and all those who have suffered mightily and to believe and trust God will 

use us and our circumstances as instruments for greater beauty and salvation. May we believe that this 

beautiful salvation will come to our world. In the midst of this time we pray for all who suffer, for all 

who are in harm’s way, for all who are afraid and who need knowledge of God’s presence and the 

assurance of His lovingkindness. From the moment of our first breath to our last, God is present with 

His people delivering them from death into eternal life. 
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