
  Our Mission Statement!   
 

  We, the family of Mabel First Lutheran Church, will constantly strive to be a place for all to come together     
  to worship and learn in peace and harmony in a spirit of  forgiveness to further the Kingdom of God. 
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I  recently came across this meme for social media which says: 
JESUS DOESN’T NEED TO OBSERVE “SOCIAL DISTANCING.” In 
this present time, when we are living under so many restrictions 
that separate us from each other, it is good for us to keep in 
mind the rules we live by do not apply to Jesus the Savior. Un-
like every one of us who can contract a harmful virus and then 

spread it to others, the divine nature implies that Christ’s body is not a cause of 
death but rather an abundant source of life. Jesus has never carried a life-
threatening disease. Quite the contrary, he has only brought health and whole-
ness to the people who have come into personal contact with him. As the 
meme rightly states, Jesus doesn’t need to social distance. For he did not infect, 
harm, or kill others by any of his actions; miraculously, all the people he en-
countered were cleansed, healed, and renewed in both body and spirit.      
 
Another matter also evident in the New Testament Gospels is that Jesus doesn’t 
want to social distance. During his earthly ministry, the law ordered people to 
avoid anyone with leprosy, a contagious skin disease (See Lev. 13-14). But the 
Gospels show Jesus did not even hesitate to touch someone with leprosy. In 
one of the first miracles ever recorded, a man with leprosy came to Jesus and 
begged him on his knees, saying, “’If you are willing, you can make me clean.’ 
Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. ‘I am 
willing’ he said. ‘Be clean!’” (Mark 1:40-41, NIV). The Gospels also record that 
Jesus entered the home of a man known as Simon the Leper (Mark 14:3, Matt. 
26:6). Rather than keep his distance from people who were sick and dying, 
Christ deliberately drew near to minister to them in their ill condition.  
 
Finally, and most importantly, Jesus will not observe social distancing. In his 
resounding proclamations of the Gospel mission, Jesus declares that his com-
mitment is to set aside every concern of this world to find the lost, heal the 
sick, free the captive, and bring salvation that begins in the present life and un-
folds ceaselessly in the life to come. We should be thankful that Christ never 
gave into the temptations and pressures of this world. Unlike so many of us, he 
never sought the approval and admiration of people. He never was fooled into 
exchanging the pursuit of the kingdom of heaven for the wants and needs of 
earthly life. In short, he had no desire to live in isolation as if to avoid contami-
nation from us. Instead, he gave up his life to save the idolatrous and spiritually 
unreliable person like you and me. Out of love, which we do not deserve, Jesus 
drew near to take away the disease of our sin that leads to death. He broke the 
rules… to give life.  
 
Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your pres-
ence?  If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, 
you are there.    – Ps. 139:7-8, NRSV 
    

Your brother in Christ, Pr. Elliott Malm 
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When the Congregation Council met on Aug. 5, a 

COVID-19 Preparedness Plan was approved and a de-

cision was made to resume in-person worship services 

inside the sanctuary with certain safety precautions. 

The council also eased earlier restrictions it placed on 

access to the building to allow for more regular opera-

tions. 

 

The state-required COVID-19 Preparedness Plan, a 

comprehensive document that details the policies and 

safety protocols that have been adopted to reduce the 

risk of spreading COVID-19, will be posted on the bul-

letin board outside the church office. It can also be 

accessed online at mabelfirst.org/health-safety-plan or 

mailed to you upon request. 

Please talk to Rhonda Schmelzer or Pastor Malm for 

more information about this plan that was developed 

by the COVID-19 Task Force. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please read the following health-safety instructions 

which were developed in consultation with Fillmore 

Co. Public Health if you plan to attend in-person wor-

ship services: 

 

1. Stay home if you have symptoms or are a person 

at high-risk for severe illness. 

 

2. Bring and use recommended items like hand sani-

tizer, tissues, and face coverings. 

 

3. Maintain 6-foot physical distance between yourself 

and others while on church property.  This in-

cludes outdoor and indoor spaces like the lawn, 

hallways, rest room,  and the narthex. 
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CONGREGATION COUNCIL ACTIONS  4. Use the touchless sanitizer dispenser in the nar-

thex before entering the sanctuary. 

 

5. Sit in the sanctuary.  At this time, the balcony is 

reserved for musicians. 

 

6. Cover coughs and sneezes then use hand sani-

tizer or wash hands. 

 

7. Follow directions from ushers for processions 

and dismissals.  

 

8. Place financial gifts in the offering plates located 

on designated tables.  

 

9. If you touch a printed bulletin, please take it 

home with you. 

 

10. Follow instructions from church and health de-

partment officials if someone in the   church is 

diagnosed with COVID-19. 



 

 August  WELCA information: 
  
  All WELCA events for August  
  are cancelled 

 

 

  Baptisms:           None 
  Funerals/deaths:  None 

  Transfers in:     None    

  Transfers out:   None 

  Weddings:    None 

 

 
 Bereavement 
  The family and friends of Lois  
  Darrington and Rita Crawford 
 
 Health concerns:  
  Gary Adams, Gwen Allen, Bob Coons, 
  Betty  Gjere, Shelly Henry, Ellen Mae Johnson, 
  Lois Johnson, Rosemary Ketchum, Helen  
  Larson, Ryan Lee, Kay Marin, Joe Osbourn,  
  Violet Pederson, Pennian Ramirez, Irene Rice, 
  Becki Russell, Tim Sollien, Dacia Sorum,  
  Linnett Williams 
 

   Service members:  
  Gregery Johnson, Luke Johnson, Adam L.  
  Johnson, Benjamin Lee, Jeannie Vick 
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Our Giving to God 
  July Giving Goal         $6,500.00  

  July Contributions Received     $5,640.00 

  August Giving Goal     $8,000.00  
 

 We will appreciate your help 

 with the remaining $860.00.  

 

 Thank you for supporting our  
 congregation’s ministry for the 
 Lord.  
 

 

Southeastern Minnesota Synod’s Lutheran Men in 

Mission will host the annual “Breakfast with the 

Bishop” event by videoconference on Saturday, 

Aug. 8 from 8:00-8:45 a.m. Participants will hear 

greetings from several synodical and churchwide 

men’s ministry leaders and listen to Bishop Regina 

Hassanally speak on the theme of “Old Leadership 

for a New Church,” exploring how Old Testament 

figures like Moses led God’s people and how their 

leadership might inform leaders in the church today.  

 

Those interested in participating in this event may 

join on any device with an internet connection that 

can access a Zoom Video meeting. 

 

Information and instructions on how to join this 

event are available online at semnsynod.org/lmm  
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Pastoral Acts  (July) 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

Barb Davis      507-743-8366 
Candy Erickson    493-5497 
Brian Johnson       493-5658 
Pam Johnson    493-5251 
Joseph Larson    493-5206 
Tyler Mikesh      563-419-7377 
Rhonda Schmelzer  563-765-5592 
Lori Schutte     493-5670 
Lynn Sollien    493-5631 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

 

 

God’s work. 

Our hands. 

Virtual Breakfast with  
the Bishop 

SUMMARY OF  

FINANCIAL POSITION 


