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Sunday Worship Schedule 

 

Alternative Worship Service: 9:00am 

                     Fellowship Hall 

Sunday School: 9:15 am  

Fellowship Refreshments: 10:00 to 

                    10:30 am 

Traditional Worship Service:      

              10:30 am Sanctuary 

Youth Groups: Sunday 6:00-7:30 pm 
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“Honor your father and your mother, 

as the Lord your God has commanded 

you, so that you may live long and that 

it may go well with you in the land the 

Lord your God is giving you.”                                                                
    Deuteronomy 5:16 

A Father’s Blessing 

 

May the joy of fatherhood fill 

your heart each day. 

May your faith in God help    

sustain you as you 

Guide and provide for your  

family. 
 

 

A faithful man will abound with         
blessings. 

    Proverbs 28:20 
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Frostburg Theatre Company at Frostburg UMC Presents:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Performances at:  

   May 12, 7:00 pm     May 13, 2:00 pm   May 13, 7:00 PM       May 14, 2:00 pm                                                                      
 

 

 

Sunday - 4/30/17 - 2:00PM - Peter Pan, The Play -  performed by Mt. Savage Middle School stu-

dents and some members of the FUMC Youth group: We'll plan to meet at Mt. Savage, but if you'd 

like to caravan over, we can meet at 1:30PM at the church.  Tickets are $5.00. (No regular youth 

group this evening).  
Also, Remember Youth Sunday!  Plan to join us on Sunday, April 30th as our youth help lead our 

services.      

FUMC Youth Council: Elaine Raesley, Pastor Kyle, L. Cooper, J. Holmes, Bob Holmes, Jayci  

Duncan . Please join us to enrich our youth’s experiences. Any help or support is appreciated! 
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The FUMC will be recognizing their graduates  

(high school/college) on May 21. Please join us for 

this service recognition!  On May 21st – Graduate Recognition 

Sunday:  we will recognize our graduates during the service.  Please contact 

the church office before 5/12/17 with the name of your grad along with the 

school from which they are graduating. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The FUMC is starting a major church renovation! The project is already underway 

and is expected to be completed by early summer! There are four phases of the project: 

 

1. Church Kitchen remodeling: the entire kitchen will be updated and remodeled with 

new cabinets and new appliances. This will bring the kitchen up to a commercial 

standard so that we can continue to prepare dinners and other events. 

2. There will be a handicapped accessible bathroom on the first floor, at the main en-

trance. The new bathroom will be ADA compliant and will be located in the area of 

the church parlor. 

3. The Fellowship Hall will undergo a complete remodel. The stage will be improved 

and enlarged, the walls will be painted, the floor will be replaced/upgraded, the cur-

rent storage units will be removed and replaced with more attractive and bigger stor-

age. There will also be an area in the rear of the Fellowship Hall for the           elec-

tronics/video recording to support the alternative service.  

4. The church’s gas boilers (for heating) will be replaced. These will be more energy   

efficient and will not required the on-going repairs.  

 

If you would like to support this huge church improvement, please send your funds to the 

church (either through your envelopes or as an additional donation) and mark the enve-

lope “ Church Renovation Fund”. Thanks!  
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* * * * * * * * * * * 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

*The Helen Lehr Circle will have dinner at the Cornucopia in Garrett County on Monday, May 8th, 

at 5:30PM.  We will meet at the church at 5:00PM so we can car pool.  We welcome anyone who 

has not been part of our group to join us.  If you can join us for this get together, please let Kelly 

Griffin (kellygriffin920@gmail.com) or Bev Fell (bevjf@comcast.net) know so we that can notify 

the restaurant of the number expected.  Look forward to seeing you there! 

The UMM recently held a hoagie sale to benefit Camp Hope. Thanks to everyone who bought the hoagies!  

Remember to join us on Sunday, May 14th for a very special Mother’s Day Service held by the UMM!  

 Christian          Helping   

      Appalachian     Other 

      Mountain          People 

       Project              Enthusiastically 

 

 

CAMP HOPE is July 17-23. Contact Pastor Kyle or Ron Tenaglio for more 

   details! We have three work teams this summer!  

mailto:kellygriffin920@gmail.com
mailto:bevjf@comcast.net
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Dear Frostburg United Methodist Family, 

 

 This announcement serves as request for each of you to consider bringing a pair of tennis shoes 

to church as part of the “Show Us Your Shoes” campaign to support Molly Offstein and her family. 

Molly continues to be hospitalized in North Carolina due to a devastating accident that occurred while 

she was running earlier this month. The “Show Us Your Shoes” effort has already spread throughout 

the United States and as far away as New Zealand as so many pray for her recovery and in support of 

her family and friends.  

 Molly is a member of the FUMC and has been an active participant in Camp Hope for many 

years. We need to join this campaign and add our shoes to our fence as a visible sign of her church 

family’s love and support. Won’t you consider gathering up a pair of tennis shoes and dropping them 

off in the box located in the office area at church?  Label your shoes if you wish so that we will make 

sure to return them, in whatever condition, when Molly’s recovery allows us to take them off the 

fence! 

  

Thanks for joining the “Show Us Your Shoes” effort in loving and prayful support for a young member 

of our church family. 

Blessings, 

Natalie Tenaglio 

  
 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

PENNIES INTO POTATOES 

The Society of Saint Andrew is modeled after Jesus  and feeds those who are hungry every day.  Volunteers collect potatoes by    

gleaning fields (going back after harvest and collecting what is left).  They also collect potatoes that have been rejected by commer-

cial   markets due to slight imperfections such as size or shape.  The potatoes are perfectly  edible and donated by the farmers.  Last 

year, Saint Andrews collected and distributed over 11.4 millions pounds of potatoes across the United States.  The potatoes are free 

and funds are only needed for packaging and distribution.  This means that a pound of potatoes can be given to those in need for a 

mere 6 cents a pound. 

Our church contributes through a program called Pennies Into Potatoes.  All pennies in the offering plate each Sunday go to this   

project.  Jars are also in the entry way for collection.  Volunteers are always needed to sort and bag potatoes when the local food bank 

 

Remember to help our church support the annual Frostburg Arts Walk on 

April 29, 2017 from 3—8 pm in Frostburg!  

The FUMC cast of Godspell will be singing songs from the musical 

on the front steps of our parsonage at 3pm and 5pm this Saturday, 

April 29th,  for the Arts Walk! We hope to see you there for this sneak peek! 

The Garrett Choral Society will be presenting their spring concert, Music In 

My Soul, on Saturday, April 29, at 7PM, and Sunday, April 30, at 3PM, at 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church 6 South 2nd St, Oakland, Maryland 21550.  

The program will consist of choral works by American Composers, includ-

ing 2 works by Sean Beachy. The group is now under the direction of Debi 

and Sean Beachy. Tickets are $12 for adults and $5 for students. If you 

would like tickets, please see Debi or Sean. 
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Ecclesiastes 3:7    A time to tear apart and a time to sew 

together; A time to be silent and a time to speak. 

 QUILT REQUESTS:   

We need your help in    

keeping our prayer quilt  

ministry effectively   

reaching those in need of 

prayer & comfort.   

The Prayer Quilt ministry 

asks that you please turn in 

your requests for prayer 

quilts by  completing one of 

the prayer quilt request 

forms found in the pews 

and placing it in the offer-

ing, printing and sending 

the form (in this newslet-

ter), or you may contact 

the church office by phone/

email.   

When requesting a quilt it is 

essential that you include:   

 1) the name of the 

person in need of a prayer 

quilt (printed legibly and 

with the correct spelling of 

the name);  

 2) your name and 

contact number (so that we 

may contact you if there are 

any questions); and 3) please 

indicate if the quilt is to be 

mailed (address must be  

included), will be picked up 

by you or someone else, or 

needs to be delivered by 

someone from the 

church.  Any additional             

information is helpful.  By 

including the essential infor-

mation for the prayer quilt, 

we can help ensure that the 

quilts are delivered to those   

needing them in a timely 

fashion.  Thanks so much for 

your help!  



 9 

 

 

 

The  following individuals were given prayer quilts:  Norma 

Abucevicz, Darlene Elliott, Pat Ewing, Martha Jenkins,         

Marianna Keene, Janet Miller, Geraldine Raley, and Terry & Ed 

Whetzel,  Lynn Clark, Mabel Clark, Kay Densmore, Kay      

Gaynor, Maddie Lough, Molly Offstein, & Don Weser , Beth 

Jackson, Ronald Jackson, & William Peck , Rosalie Adams, Mr. 

Chanell, Savannah Shriver, & Dillon Simpson , Mary Fike, Joan 

Harrison, Mary Lee, Erin McKenney, Joan Morris and Carla 

Thomas, Harry Countryman, Ruth Gilpin, John Kinnie, Paddy 

Llewellyn, Tommy Neat, Mariann Saloom, Goldie Speir, &  

Cassie Wilhide  

  

   THANK YOU   

 Here is the picture of my mom, Laddie Sylvester,  and her beautiful prayer quilt. 

Thank you again so much. She really appreciated it. 

May God bless you and all the ladies who had a part in making it, Darlene McGuire 

 

Laddie Sylvester 

 

Thank you for the lovely prayer quilt. It is absolutely beautiful and has provide me with 

much comfort. I  appreciate all your prayers. God bless, Kay Densmore 

 

To my friends of Frostburg UMC and especially the Prayer Quilt Ministry of FUMC –  

      Thank you! For  everything you’ve done; for being the special people that you are – thank 

      you so very much!                With a lot of love, Martha Jenkins  

 Thank you so much for the lovely prayer blanket. It is absolutely beautiful. Your thoughtfulness & hard 

work is very much appreciated. We were blessed to have grown up in FUMC and given the opportunity for a 

foundation in Christ. You will always be remembered, appreciated, and dear to our hearts.  

                                                                                                         Thank you again. Truly, Darlene Etheridge 

 To all who had a hand in providing me with a prayer quilt, I would like to say thank you so very much! I 

truly appreciate the time involved in creating the quilt and am so blessed by all who prayed over it as well. God 

has been faithful and answered your prayers! He brought me through the surgery and my recovery is going 

well,too! I give Him all the glory! He has heard and answered your prayers.  

      May God bless you all! Hugs & prayers, Terri Monahan  

 Thank you very much for the lovely prayer quilt you made for me! It is a wonderful reminder of the 

power of prayer in our lives and of the goodness of Christians toward others, even those unknown to them. Your 

prayers and kindness are very much appreciated. Thanks to God, I am doing very well with my chemo and the 

tumors are shrinking. ~Love, D’Ann Caron  

 Thank you so much for the beautiful quilt. It’s very comforting to know I have so many people praying 

for me! ~Love, Patti Greco Gillis 

  I thank you from the bottom of my heart for my lovely prayer quilt. I will treasure it forever. Thank you 

all for all of the thoughts and prayers from everyone at Frostburg UMC. And especially to God who is the main 

man in everyone’s life. I am feeling much better and doing well. Thank you again! Love, Kay Gaynor  

 My sincere thanks to the So ‘n Sews and the congregation of our church for the beautiful prayer quilt 

that I received. Your prayers, cards, and support have meant much to me and my family and certainly have 

greatly contributed to the positive outcome of my surgery and recovery.  Don Weser 
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Coins for Care 

Remember your change does make a difference!  The coins in our offering goes toward our Coins for Care fund.  This fund 

helps our needy neighbors pay for utilities, rent, medicine, and so on.    If you would like to give a larger donation, please 

make your check out to FUMC and mark it for “Coins for Care.” We are critically low in this fund and any donation will be 

appreciated !  Thank you 

    Tony Crosby 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Habitat for Humanity 

The Standard Charitable Foundation has awarded a $7500 grant to Allegany County Habitat for Humanity to 

assist with the purchase of materials and construction costs for the next housing project in Frostburg. Habitat 

for Humanity builds affordable homes in partnership with families in need, working with individuals and  

organizations who donate time, talents, materials and funds to assist in building home. For more information go 

to www.alleganycountyhfh.org or call 301-687-1006 

Frostburg Area Summer Lunch Box Program – Again for the 5th year, churches and organiza-

tions will be fixing lunches for needy kids in our area. All of the lunches will be fixed at the Trinity 

Assembly of God. The week chosen for Frostburg UMC is July 10th – July 14th. Please check 

your calendars to see if you will be available to volunteer during that week. See me or email me if 

you think you can be part of our team. –Tony Crosby, acrosby@frostburg.edu       

              COME JOIN US !!!! 

 

 

This year we will be doing much more fresh fruit - apples and bananas, and depending on cost, orang-

es, peaches and more. The menu has been standardized, and will be provided in a month or so to eve-

ryone.  

 Lunches will be distributed from June --, through August --, 

 Lunches will be distributed at 3 (for Frostburg) places 

 Lunches can only be given to children, parents can not pick them up for their child 

 Only one lunch per child can be given out.  Lunches will consist of: sandwich, beverage, 

fruit, vegetable and snack.     Susan Munck 

           Frostburg Area Summer Lunch Box Program 

           33 S. Broadway, Frostburg, MD 21532 

http://www.alleganycountyhfh.org
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There are 132 annual UMC conferences around the world, with 56 in the United States. The Baltimore-

Washington Conference, in the Northeastern Jurisdiction, is led by Bishop LaTrelle Easterling, who was 

elected as a bishop at the Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference in 2016. Bishops often serve for two   

consecutive four-year terms. Our conference has 637 churches or charges and approximately 160,000  

members. Bishop Easterling presides over the Annual Conference Session but, as in the General            

Conference, does not vote. Every year, about one-third of Lay Members to the Baltimore-Washington  

Annual Conference Session are new. The FUMC lay members attending this year are Sue Morgan and 

Meg Roque, along with Pastor Kyle.  

 

 

 

 

 
 This year’s UMC Baltimore/Washington Annual Conference Session will be held at the Marriott Wardman 

Park Hotel, 2660 Woodley Road, NW, in Washington D.C. 
Wednesday, May 31, 2017  Pre Conference Workshops/Opening Session 7pm 

Thursday, June 1 – Sessions/Service of Ordination and Commissioning 
Friday, June 2 Sessions 5 pm Dinner/ 7pm Closing Session 

  

  

http://www.bwcumc.org/about/bishops-office/
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/wasdt-washington-marriott-wardman-park/
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/wasdt-washington-marriott-wardman-park/


 12 

 

 

General Conference delegates had their say last year. Now, it’s up to annual conference voters to       

determine whether five amendments will become part of The United Methodist Church’s constitution. 

In the coming months, the voters will consider changes that address matters of gender equality, inclu-

siveness in membership, delegate and bishop elections, as well as bishop accountability. To be ratified, a 

constitutional amendment first requires at least a two-thirds vote at General Conference, which         

happened in May 2016. Then, it must win at least a two-thirds majority of the total voters at annual    

conferences around the world. 

The voting started at the Liberia Conference, scheduled for Feb. 13-19, 2017 and will continue through 

potentially early next year (2018), depending on when annual conferences schedule their meetings. The 

Council of Bishops will certify the results at its next meeting after all the voting concludes. 

 

2016 UMC General Conference Amendments (Amendments to be voted on 

at each district conference Annual Conferences, Results will be forwarded 

to the General Conference/Council of Bishops) Our FUMC Representatives 

will vote on these amendments, along with some other issues. 

Proposed Constitutional Amendment – I 

On May 16, 2016, at a session of the General Conference of The United Methodist 
Church held in Portland, Oregon, the following Constitutional Amendment was adopted by a recorded 

 vote of 746 Yes, 56 No (Calendar Item 121, DCA p. 2106). It is now presented to the Annual  

Conferences for vote.  

In the 2012 Book of Discipline, Division One, add a new paragraph between current 

¶¶ 5 and 6: As the Holy Scripture reveals, both men and women are made in the image of God           

and, therefore, men and women are of equal value in the eyes of God. The United Methodist Church  

recognizes it is contrary to Scripture and to logic to say that God is male or female, as maleness and  

femaleness are characteristics of human bodies and cultures, not characteristics of the divine. The  

United Methodist Church acknowledges the long history of discrimination against women and girls. 

The United Methodist Church shall confront and seek to eliminate discrimination against women 

and girls, whether in organizations or in individuals, in every facet of its life and in society at large. 

The United Methodist Church shall work collaboratively with others to address concerns that threaten 

the cause of women’s and girl's equality and well-being. 

If voted and so declared by the Council of Bishops, this would become the new ¶6, and the 

current ¶¶ 6-61 would be renumbered as ¶¶ 7-62.            AND 

Proposed Constitutional Amendment – II 

On May 20, 2016, at a session of the General Conference of The United Methodist Church 

 held in Portland, Oregon, the following Constitutional Amendment was adopted by a record-

ed vote of 509 Yes, 242 No (Calendar Item 429, DCA p. 2212). It is now presented to the Annual 

Conferences for vote.  

In the 2012 Book of Discipline, Division One, ¶4, Article IV, amend by deletion and addition 

 as follows: After “all persons” delete “without regard to race, color, national origin, status, 

or economic condition”. After “because of race, color, national origin,” delete “status,” and add  

“ability”. At the end of the paragraph, add “nor shall any member be denied access to an equal 

place in the life, worship, and governance of the Church because of race, color, gender, national origin, 

ability, age, marital status, or economic condition.”   

http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/news-media/documents/2016_Proposed_Constitutional_Amendments.pdf
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Amendments continued from page 12: 

If voted and so declared by the Council of Bishops, ¶ 4 would read:  

The United Methodist Church is part of the church universal, which is one Body in Christ. The United Methodist 

Church acknowledges that all persons are of sacred worth. All persons shall be eligible to attend its worship ser-

vices, participate in its programs, receive the sacraments, upon baptism be admitted as baptized members, and upon 

taking vows declaring the Christian faith, become professing members in any local church in the connection. In the 

United Methodist church, no conference or other organizational unit of the Church shall be structured so as to     

exclude any member or any constituent body of the Church because of race, color, national origin, ability, or      

economic condition, nor shall any member be denied access to an equal place in the life, worship, and governance 

of the Church because of race, color, gender, national origin, ability, age, marital status, or economic condition.  

             AND  

Proposed Constitutional Amendment – III 

 

On May 16, 2016, at a session of the General Conference of The United Methodist Church held in Portland, Ore-

gon, the following Constitutional Amendment was adopted by a recorded vote of 767 Yes, 22 No (Calendar Item 

111, DCA pp. 2105). It is now presented to the Annual Conferences for vote. 

In the 2012 Book of Discipline, Division Two, Section VI, ¶ 34, Article III, (2016 Book of Discipline, Division 

Two, Section VI, ¶ 34, Article III) amend by addition as follows:  

After the first sentence, add, “Such elections shall include open nominations from the floor by the annual confer-

ence, and delegates shall be elected by a minimum of a simple majority of the ballots cast.” 

 

If voted and so declared by the Council of Bishops, ¶ 34 would read:  

The annual conference shall elect clergy and lay delegates to the General Conference and to its jurisdictional or  

central conference in the manner provided in this section, Articles IV and V. Such elections shall include open  

nominations from the floor by the annual conference, and delegates shall be elected by a minimum of a simple    

majority of the ballots cast. The persons first elected up to the number determined by the ratio for representation in 

the General Conference shall be representatives in that body. Additional delegates shall be elected  to  complete  the  

number  determined  by  the  ratio  for  representation  in  the jurisdictional or central conference, who, together 

with those first elected as above, shall be delegates in the jurisdictional or central conference. The additional dele-

gates to the jurisdictional or central conference shall in the order of their election be the reserve delegates to the 

General Conference. The annual conference shall also elect reserve clergy and lay delegates to the jurisdictional or 

central conference as it may deem desirable. These reserve clergy and lay delegates to the jurisdictional or central 

conferences may act as reserve delegates to the General Conference when it is evident that not enough reserve   

delegates are in attendance at the General Conference. 

AND  

Proposed Constitutional Amendment – IV 

 

On May 20, 2016, at a session of the General Conference of The United Methodist Church held in 

Portland, Oregon, the following Constitutional Amendment was adopted by a recorded vote of 621 Yes, 15 No 

(Calendar Item 468, DCA p. 2217). It is now presented to the Annual Conferences for vote.   

In the 2012 Book of Discipline, Division Three, ¶ 46, Article I, amend by addition, as follows:  

To the end of the paragraph, add “provided that episcopal elections in central conferences shall be held at a 

regular, not an extra, session of the central conference, except in the case where an unexpected vacancy must be 

filled.” 

If voted and so declared by the Council of Bishops, ¶ 46 would read: 

The bishops shall be elected by the respective jurisdictional and central conferences and consecrated 

in the historic manner at such time and place as may be fixed by the General Conference for those 

elected by the jurisdictions and by each central conference for those elected by such central confer-

ence, provided that episcopal elections in central conferences shall be held at a regular, not an extra, 

session of the central conference, except in the case where an unexpected vacancy must be filled. 

 

                        Continued on Page 14 
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Amendments continued from page 13: 

 

AND 

Proposed Constitutional Amendment – V 

 

On May 17, 2016, at a session of the General Conference of The United Methodist Church 

held in Portland, Oregon, the following Constitutional Amendment was adopted by a recorded vote of 

715 Yes, 79 No (Calendar Item 446, DCA p. 2214). It is now presented to the Annual Conferences for 

vote. 

In the 2012 Book of Discipline, Division Three, ¶ 50, Article VI, amend by addition, as follows:  

After the last paragraph, add “These provisions shall not preclude that adoption by the General 

Conference of provisions for the Council of Bishops to hold its individual members accountable for 

their work, both as general superintendents and as presidents and residents in episcopal areas.”  

If voted and so declared by the Council of Bishops, ¶ 50 would read:  

The bishops, both active and retired, of The Evangelical United Brethren Church and 

of The Methodist Church at the time union is consummated shall be bishops of The United Methodist 

Church. 

The bishops of The Methodist Church elected by the jurisdictions, the active bishops of The 

Evangelical United Brethren Church at the time of union, and bishops elected by the jurisdictions of The 

United Methodist Church shall have life tenure. Each bishop elected by 

a  central  conference  of  The  Methodist  Church  shall  have  such  tenure  as  the  central conference 

electing him shall have determined.94 The jurisdictional conference shall elect a standing committee 

on episcopacy to consist of one clergy and one lay delegate from each annual conference, on nomination 

of the annual conference delegation. The committee shall review the work of the bishops, pass on their 

character and official administration, and report to the jurisdictional conference its findings for such 

action as the conference may deem appropriate within its constitutional warrant of power. The commit-

tee shall recommend the assignments of the bishops to their respective residences for final action by the 

jurisdictional conference. 

These provisions shall not preclude that adoption by the General Conference of provisions 

for the Council of Bishops to hold its individual members accountable for their work, both as general 

superintendents and as presidents and residents in episcopal areas. 

 

The B/W Conference members will vote on the 2018 budget, several resolutions, and the five (above) Constitutional Amend-

ments. The Annual conference members may debate the proposed amendments, but are not allowed to edit, amend, or change 

the language in any form. To be ratified, a Constitutional Amendment requires a 2/3 vote at the  General Conference (May 

2016). Then it must win at least a 2/3 majority of the total voters of each Annual Conference around the world. To be a voting 

member, a lay person must be elected by his/her local church through a nomination and voting process that is held at the 

church’s Annual Charge Conference. The Book of Discipline requires an equal number of laity and clergy to be members of 

the Annual Conference Session.  
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April 24, 2017 

TO:                 Annual Conference Secretaries 

Heads of Delegations to the 2016 General Conference (or successors) Secretary of 

the General Conference 

Chairperson of the Commission on the General Conference 

 

FROM:           Bishop Bruce R. Ough, President Council of 

Bishops  

RE:                  Special Session of the General Conference 

 

Grace and peace to you from God, our Creator, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

The Council of Bishops hereby calls a special session of the General Conference per Division 

Two - Section II - Article II of The Constitution of The United Methodist Church 

(¶14 of The Book of Discipline (2016). 

 

The special session of the General Conference will be held February 23-26, 2019 in St. 

Louis, Missouri. 

 

The purpose of this special session of the General Conference shall be limited to receiving and acting 

upon a report from the Council of Bishops based on the recommendations of the Commission on a 

Way Forward. 

 

According to Article II of The Constitution (¶14 of the Book of Discipline (2016)), this special 

session of the General Conference shall be composed of the delegates to the 2016 General Confer-

ence or their lawful successors, except when a particular annual conference or missionary confer-

ence shall prefer to have a new election. 

 

The Secretary of the General Conference will be in communication with annual conference secretar-

ies regarding updated delegate information, seating of reserve delegates, and the issuance of new cer-

tificates of election for annual conferences choosing to hold a new election. 

 

The Commission on the General Conference and the Business Manager of the General Conference 

will develop and forward additional information regarding the logistics of the special session of 

General Conference at the appropriate time. 

 

The Council of Bishops encourages the entire church to continue in deep, unceasing prayer for Holy 

Spirit breakthroughs for the Commission on a Way Forward and the special session of General  Con-

ference. 

100 Maryland Avenue NE, Suite 300 

Washington, DC 20002 

202-547-6270 

   

   Council of Bishops 
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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Members of the United Methodist Judicial Council will be in the spotlight April 25-28 as they rule on sev-
eral high-profile complaints regarding homosexuality. (From left) Front: Ruben T. Reyes, N. Oswald Tweh 
Sr., the Rev. Luan-Vu Tran. Back row: Deanell Reece Tacha, Lídia Romão Gulele, the Rev.Øyvind Hellie-
sen, the Rev. Dennis Blackwell, and the Rev. J. Kabamba Kiboko. (Not pictured, Beth Capen). 
Photo by Kathleen Barry, UMNS 

 Within United Methodism all eyes are turning toward the church's own "high court," the Judicial Council, this 

week for their rulings 

 

Three of the seven cases on the Judicial Council's Spring 2017 docket related directly to The United Methodist 

Church's stances regarding the disqualification of "self avowed practicing homosexuals" for ordination or episcopal 

election.  

Rare oral arguments will be heard on the docket's first item, a complaint brought by the South Central Jurisdiction 

against the Western Jurisdiction's election to bishop of the Rev. Karen Oliveto (openingly gay), legally married to a 

United Methodist deaconess. While the complaint doesn't directly involve Bishop Oliveto, the decision could affect 

her standing as a United Methodist episcopal leader.  
 

An oral hearing on a petition questioning whether a gay pastor can serve as a bishop in The United Methodist 

Church will open the spring meeting of Judicial Council, the denomination's top court. The hearing is set for 9 a.m. 

Tuesday, April 25, at the Hilton Hotel at the Newark Penn Station in Newark, NJ. Any decision on that petition 

could affect Bishop Karen Oliveto, the denomination's first openly gay bishop, who currently serves as bishop of 

the Mountain Sky Area. 

Currently the Book of Discipline states:  (The United Methodist Book of Discipline, 2016) 

 
¶ 304.3 Qualifications for Ordination  
While persons set apart by the Church for ordained ministry are subject to all the frailties of the human condition and the 

pressures of society, they are required to maintain the highest standards of holy living in the world. The practice of homo-

sexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching. Therefore self-avowed practicing homosexuals1 are not to be certified as 

candidates, ordained as ministers, or appointed to serve in The United Methodist Church.2 

1. "Self-avowed practicing homosexual" is understood to mean that a person openly acknowledges to a bishop, district super-

intendent, district committee of ordained ministry, board of ordained ministry, or clergy session that the person is a practic-

ing homosexual. See Judicial Council Decisions 702, 708, 722, 725, 764, 844, 984, 1020 

2. See Judicial Council Decisions 984, 985, 1027, 1028 
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Groups and individuals who either support or reject The United Methodist Church's 

stance on homosexual practice as "incompatible with Christian teaching" are gear-

ing up for the April 25-28 session of the denomination's "high court," the Judicial 

Council. 
 Three of the seven items on the Judicial Council's spring docket deal directly with church rules 

that ban "self-avowed practicing homosexuals" from serving as ordained clergy. The most high-profile 

complaint pits one U.S. jurisdiction against another over the election of an openly lesbian clergywoman 

as a bishop. 

The South Central Jurisdiction brought a complaint last summer against the Western Jurisdiction's elec-

tion of Bishop Karen Oliveto, who has been consecrated a bishop and currently serves in the Denver-

based Mountain Sky Area, encompassing the Rocky Mountain and Yellowstone annual conferences. The 

South Central Jurisdiction complaint is the first item on the council's Spring 2017 docket. 

 While the South Central complaint doesn't involve Bishop Oliveto directly, the Judicial Council's 

ruling will affect her continued service as a resident episcopal leader. The denomination's "high court" 

has deemed the issue significant enough to hold a rare open hearing on the matter. According to a press 

release from the Council, an oral hearing will begin at 9 a.m. (EDT) on April 25 at the Newark Penn Sta-

tion Hilton Hotel, 1048 Raymond Boulevard, Newark, N.J. Otherwise, the Council's deliberations are 

closed. "The Council has secured the largest available room in order to offer hospitality to the greatest 

extent possible for those who wish to observe," the press release said. 

 Representatives of Dixie Brewster, the South Central Jurisdiction delegate who brought the com-

plaint, will have 60 minutes to present arguments, followed by 15 minutes of questions from the Judicial 

Council. Then representatives of the Western Jurisdiction College of Bishops, which accepted, consecrat-

ed and assigned Bishop Oliveto, will have 60 minutes for a arguments, followed by another 15-minute 

question session with Council members. 
Outside the hearing, several advocacy groups that favor inclusion of LGBTQ people in United Methodist membership and 

leadership are expected to demonstrate their support for changing the church's stance.  As of April 20, no conserva-

tive groups had announced plans to demonstrate at the Judicial Council hearing. The Rev. Thomas Lam-

brecht, executive director of the Good News evangelical caucus, was on vacation and unavailable to an-

swer an email inquiry from United Methodist Insight. Good News Magazine, the voice of the unofficial 

caucus, published a wrap-up in its March 2017 issue supporting Ms. Brewster's complaint. 

The Rev Jeff Greenaway, a spokesman for the Wesleyan Covenant Association, a newly organized con-

servative organization, responded to Insight's inquiry. 

 "No, the Wesleyan Covenant Association will not be advocating for or participating in any 

demonstrations at the Judicial Council," Rev. Greenaway wrote. "That would not be our style. "We will 

not be issuing any statements prior to the Judicial Council meeting or their decision, but will likely issue 

a statement on the decision when it is announced." 

LGBTQ advocacy groups that have announced their intentions to demonstrate are Reconciling Ministries 

Network, Methodist Federation for Social Action (MFSA), a New York-based group Methodists in New 

Directions (MIND) and a group formed in the past year, United Methodist Queer Clergy Caucus. Recon-

ciling Ministries has announced plans to livestream the demonstrations outside the Judicial Council meet-

ing. Judicial Council rules forbid any video or audio recording or social media distribution from its open 

hearings.  
From: UM-Insight April 20, 2017 on-line    

http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/who-we-are/judicial-council/judicial-council-dockets/Docs_0417-1.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/who-we-are/judicial-council/judicial-council-dockets/Docs_0417-1.pdf
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/judicial-council-april-2017-docket
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/judicial-council-hearing-scheduled-for-april-25
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/judicial-council-hearing-scheduled-for-april-25
http://goodnewsmag.org/2017/03/judicialcouncil/
http://www.rmnetwork.org/newrmn/
http://www.rmnetwork.org/newrmn/
http://mfsaweb.org/
https://www.umqcc.org/
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Beloved, 

  

Grace and peace to you in Jesus Christ, our Risen Savior! As we enter this season of Eastertide, we are 

more aware than ever of the powerful work of God, through the Holy Spirit, to overcome death in all its 

forms. Where the limitations of humanity see only the impossible, God breaks through and offers trium-

phant new life. This knowledge strengthens us to meet any and all challenges with confident hope.  

  

I ask you to call upon this strength as we await the decision of the Judicial Council next week in          

responding to a petition requesting a declaratory decision on the election, consecration, and assignment 

of Bishop Karen Oliveto in the Western Jurisdiction. Often, when the church we love so dearly confronts 

questions of scriptural understandings, our faith is shaken, and our positions sometimes become         

hardened. As the people of God, our faith calls us to embrace the promises of Easter, and be open to how 

the Holy Spirit may shape us anew. As people of grace, we are invited to listen to one another, be a   

healing presence in each other's lives, and live as a people redeemed by Christ's sacrificial love. In so  

doing, we have the opportunity to see one another through the eyes of faith as children of God; and, if 

children, then heirs to a God of mercy, kindness and justice. 

  

Below (next page) you will find a letter from Bishop Bruce Ough, the President of the Council of     

Bishops, calling all United Methodists into deep and intentional prayer, and reminding us of the       

structural nature of our denomination. I join Bishop Ough in calling for fervent prayer. I know that we as 

the Baltimore-Washington Conference are not of one heart, mind, or understanding on this matter. And 

yet, as United Methodists, our strength lies in our diversity. Even when we're anxious, our hearts are 

united by the hope of a risen Savior. Let us embrace that hope, and pray for wisdom as we humbly seek 

God's will. Let us move forward as one, connected in Christ. 

  

Blessings and peace, 

  

Bishop LaTrelle Easterling 

Resident Bishop - Washington Area  

Baltimore-Washington Conference 
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Council of Bishops   

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH                         April 18, 2017   
TO: All United Methodists Members 

Dear Colleagues in Christ: 

 

 Grace to you and peace from God our Creator and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 In a few days, the Judicial Council will act on a request for a declaratory decision from one of our 

U.S. jurisdictions (South Central) in response to another jurisdiction's (Western) election of Karen Oliveto 

as a Bishop of The United Methodist Church. As you well know, there is great interest, disagreement and anxiety 

about the anticipated decision of the Judicial Council of The United Methodist Church.  

 I am in daily prayer for all United Methodists as we are being called upon in this critical moment to ten-

derly hold the unity and mission of the church in our hearts and hands. I am praying that God will work in and 

through each of us in our respective contexts to project a non-anxious presence, to point to a future beyond this 

immediate decision, and to honor the various manifestations of the Spirit reflected in our far-flung Connection. 

 

 We have just celebrated Jesus' resurrection and victory over sin and death. We are entering the Easter Sea-

son. This is the season of waiting for the Holy Spirit to come among us and make it possible for us to hear one an-

other, to understand one another, to know the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Ephesians4:3). The watch-

word for this Easter season comes directly from Jesus: "Do not be afraid."  

 As the Judicial Council meeting approaches, allow me to share the following points to help you in your 

conversations around this issue. I offer them to you aware it is not an exhaustive list and that many of you are al-

ready fully engaged in these conversations. 

 

* There are several authorized bodies in The United Methodist Church that express the will of our denomination. 

The General Conference speaks for the church. The Council of Bishops exercises oversight and support of the 

church's mission. The Judicial Council determines the constitutionality and legality of actions taken by individu-

als or constituted entities of the church, in this instance, the action taken by a jurisdictional conference. At times 

these bodies collaborate, and at other times this work is done independently. The Judicial Council will express its 

own perspective and give its own rationale for its decision.    

* The Judicial Council's actions are always specific to particular circumstances. Because their decision will be 

about a specific request from one jurisdiction regarding the action of another jurisdiction, their decision will not 

change The United Methodist Book of Discipline.  

* The Council of Bishops is committed to the unity of the church and the flourishing of its mission. One of the in-

struments of this unity is the Commission on a Way Forward, which is accountable to the Council of Bishops, 

and through the Council, to the General Conference. We believe the Holy Spirit is operating through the Commis-

sion's and Council's leadership and conferencing. The conciliar work of the Commission happens concurrently 

with other legal, legislative, and supervisory processes. However, we urge the entire church to stay focused on the 

Commission's work as our best opportunity to determine God's leading for the church. We believe the God who 

began a good work in us will be faithful to complete it (Philippians 1:6) and we need to hold this course.  

* Many people have asked me, "What can I do to support you, bishop, and the Commission?" My answer 

has always been to pray - pray unceasingly, intentionally and earnestly. But, I quickly add, "Pray that 

God will empty you of all your pre-conceived solutions and preferences so that the Holy Spirit can rush 

in and fill you with new possibilities, new acceptance, new hope, new life." God has honored such pray-

ers in the past because self-emptying prayers create room for the Spirit to instruct and guide. I believe 

God can and will do it again!  

I also want to inform you that the Council will release a statement to the Church as soon as possible after 

we receive the Judicial Council's decision in this matter. 

We are Easter People and we are not afraid! Come Holy Spirit! Come and grant us ears to hear and hearts 

to discern your wisdom and will for "such a time as this." 

 

The Peace of the Lord, Bruce R. Ough, President Council of Bishops  
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Methodist History 
 

 

Methodist History: Slave welcomed as one of first members 

 

 The Strawbridge Shrine in Maryland was the meeting place of the first Methodists in the New World. 

Robert Strawbridge formed the first Methodist class in America in about 1763. An African-American woman 

named Annie Sweitzer was a member of that first class. The fact that she was also a slave did not stop her cove-

nant group from welcoming her 

 The Strawbridge Shrine: “The Methodist Movement has always been a movement of diversity. It was open 

to anyone who would come to listen reports Helen Kemp, Curator of the Strawbridge Shrine . And Annie Sweit-

zer, ‘Aunt Sweitzer’ we call her, who was part of that meeting class that met at the John Evan’s house, was a per-

son of a very unique situation. Here was a slave woman of color who was invited to be as much a part of that class 

as any other member of that class. And the class that met there was what we would call a covenant class in that 

they not only studied the word of God, but they held each other accountable for how they were living out that word 

of God. And you even had to have a ticket to become a member of that class. If you missed more than twice, you 

had to turn your ticket in, and you were out of the class. So, to think of a woman in her setting being allowed to 

even be part of that class is very extraordinary, I think, for those times.”   

 The Rev. James F.W. Talley, current President, Strawbridge Shrine Association: “Of course we know 

Wesley was opposed to slavery from the very beginning. And Robert had to then to have preached that as part of 

his gospel preaching or else Anne would not have been welcomed there. But she was welcomed there. She was not 

there as a slave, as an African American. She was there as one more person.” 

 

Umc.org http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/methodist-history-slave-welcomed-as-one-of-first-members 
 

 

 

UMC Development and Changes since 1968: 

 

 When The United Methodist Church was created in 1968, it had approximately 11 million members, mak-

ing it one of the largest Protestant churches in the world. 

Since its birth, United Methodism has experienced a number of changes in its life and structure. It has become in-

creasingly aware of itself as a world church with members and conferences in Africa, Asia, Europe, and the United 

States. While its membership in Europe and the United States has declined noticeably since 1968, membership in 

Africa and Asia has grown significantly. 

 An increasing number of women have been admitted to the ordained ministry, appointed to the district 

superintendency, elected to positions of denominational leadership, and consecrated as bishops. In 1980 Marjorie 

Matthews was the first woman elected to the Church's episcopacy. 

The Church has endeavored to become a community in which all persons, regardless of racial or ethnic back-

ground, can participate in every level of its connectional life and ministry. 

United Methodism has struggled with a number of critical issues. It has created and refined theological and mis-

sion statements. It has discussed and acted on matters of social importance such as nuclear power and world peace, 

human sexuality, the environment, abortion, AIDS, evangelism, and world mission. 

 The Church has been concerned with the faithfulness and vitality of its worship. It published a hymnal in 

1989, which included a new Psalter and revised liturgies for baptism, the Lord's Supper, weddings, and funerals. 

Its 1992 General Conference authorized a new Book of Worship. A Spanish language hymnal, Mil Voces Para Cel-

ebrar, was published in 1996. A Korean language hymnal, Come, let Us Worship: The Korean-English United 

Methodist Hymnal, was published in 2000. 

 The United Methodist Church represents the confluence of three streams of tradition: Methodism, the 

Church of the United Brethren in Christ, and The Evangelical Association. With other churches that are also mem-

bers of the body of Christ, it humbly and gratefully offers up its praise to God through Jesus Christ and the Holy 

Spirit for creating and sustaining grace. It seeks further grace as its ministers to the world. 

 
From The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church - 2012. Copyright 2012 by The United Methodist Publishing House. Used by permission. 
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Methodist History 

Susanna Wesley: Mother of Methodism                                                           

 
By Rev. Alfred T. Day III, General Commission on Archives and History,UMC.org 

 

  “Susanna Wesley is the mother of one of church history’s greatest dynamic duos. John and Charles 

Wesley are their mother’s sons. She is the person who is responsible for their education and spiritual 

formation.” 

United Methodist historians say the fathers of the Methodist movement owe much of their success to 

their mother and the foundation built in their childhood home. 

 The Rev. Alfred T. Day III, UMC General Commission on Archives and History said: “She had 

a spreadsheet before there were spreadsheets. She had an incredible organizational schedule for their 

dressing and changing clothes.”  

 Born in 1669, Susanna Wesley was the youngest of 25 children. At age 19, she married Church 

of  England pastor Samuel Wesley and bore 19 children. Managing a home took great planning but she 

made time to nurture each child. 

 Dale Patterson, General Commission on Archives and History said: “She would mark out at least 

an hour, and so it might well be that Tuesday at 3 was a time that was exclusively devoted to John, let’s 

say. Now that doesn’t mean she ignored him the rest of the week. But that was their time to sit down 

and be together. She did that with all of her children.” 

 Susanna led by example. Her life and faith journey shaped Methodism in ways we see today. 

The Rev. Alfred Day: “We see in her and in her sons this tension between Puritan Evangelicalism and 

Church of England prayer book order, spirituality and sacramentalism. And I think we Methodists are 

best when we are both/and not either/or.” 

 Long before women were ordained, Susanna would sometimes gather friends around the kitchen 

table and lead prayers when her preacher husband was away. She kept the parish going in his absence. 

That was actually pretty radical. Now today, a family devotion with friends we wouldn’t think anything 

about it. In the early 18th century? And her argument was there was no one else to read. It needed to be 

done for the good of the people. I’ll do it. 

 Susanna also planted the unconventional idea of letting lay people serve as local preachers.When 

John started traveling the circuit and preaching, he was late. And he shows up and a gentleman that he 

knew, a layman, was filling in for him. Well, he was aghast. A layman kind of almost preaching. Well, 

you know who told him to take another look? His mother. He listened and realized this guy’s doing a 

good thing. That changed the character of our Methodist revival 

The Rev. Alfred Day: “Susanna Wesley is a major difference maker. And the differences that she made 

have lived on from the history of 17th and 18th century well into the present moment because of the sons 

that she raised.”  

 "As self-will is the root of all sin and misery, so whatever cherishes this in children insures their 

after wretchedness and irreligion; whatever checks and mortifies it, promotes their future happiness and 

piety."From a letter to her son John, July 24, 1732, describing her method of child-rearing.  
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The debate that changed the church: 60 years of clergy rights for women 

April 13, 2016 By Special Contributor to UMR 10 Comments  

 
Meeting in Minneapolis, the General Conference granted full clergy rights to Maud Keister Jensen on May 4, 1956, making her the first 

women to receive such recognition. 

by Rev. Clayton Childers, GBCS 

 On May 4, 1956 the General Conference of the (then) Methodist Church meeting in Minneapolis, Minne-

sota did something amazing. It changed the church’s book of Discipline to support full clergy rights for women. 

And the church has never been the same since. 

Despite much resistance and fears about what this might do to our churches, expressed by voices of both men and 

women, the General Conference, voted down compromise proposals and ended up supporting the boldest position 

offered  – full clergy rights for women with no exceptions. 

This is a personal issue for me.  My wife and I are a clergy couple.  Having been ordained in another denomina-

tion, we chose to move into the United Methodist Church largely because of its support for women in leadership. 

We are proud of our UM Connection and feel privileged to serve as UM clergy.  We are also pleased that we were 

able to raise our daughters in a Church committed to having Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors. 

 But how times have changed over the last 60 years.  Reading the transcript from the 1956 General      

Conference Journal is fascinating. The petition for full clergy rights came out of the Ministry Committee – 84 

members with 81 men and 3 women.  Though 8 of the committee members were from beyond the US, none were 

from Africa.  On the committee there were 4 members representing conferences in the (African American) Central 

Jurisdictions. 

The committee’s majority report favored clergy rights for women but only for non-married women.  The minority 

report favored no change in the discipline. The majority report passed by 40 -32. Later they proposed allowing 

married women serve but without any guarantee of an appointment.  Both were voted down. 

 And then there was debate on the floor.  The presiding bishop, Bishop Willis King, was the Central      

Jurisdiction (African-American) bishop stationed in New Orleans with an episcopal territory stretching from 

northern Mississippi to west Texas. 

 

 

 

          Continued on Page 25 

http://unitedmethodistreporter.com/author/specialcontributor/
http://unitedmethodistreporter.com/2016/04/13/the-debate-that-changed-the-church-60-years-of-clergy-rights-for-women/#comments
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Continued from page 24: 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

One of the first members to stand for full clergy rights was a delegate who served a principal 

of a Methodist school in Calcutta, India. (Though he speaks in favor, it is about the strangest 

endorsement speech ever presented).  Another early voice in support was the Rev. Anderson 

Davis, an African-American pastor from West Virginia.  Nineteen men speak before we finally hear from a wom-

an, Mrs. Henry D. Ebner of New Jersey, but she speaks against the motion, fearing that opening the clerical doors 

to women will result in fewer women being willing to serve as deaconesses.  Her argument is followed by a bold 

speech in favor by Mrs. Edwin Anderson, president of the New England Conference Woman’s Society of Christian 

Service.   She’s backed up by Miss Mary Lou Barnwell of New York (finally a woman not identified by her      

husband’s name). 

 Slowly, it seems, the conference comes to realize it might have the votes not for compromise legislation 

but to do something really bold “full clergy rights for women with no exceptions.”  Who would have thought it? 

Just at this key moment in the debate, a delegate rises to make just such a proposal – Dr. Zack Johnson, president 

of Asbury College in Kentucky (he told those around him he was about to shock everyone there)  – coming to the 

podium he proposes in simple, clear language, a substitution for the main motion which officially would open the 

doors of the church to the service of women as full clergy, having the very same rights as men, no exceptions. The 

United Methodist Reporter www.unitedmethodistreporter.com  

This story was originally published at http://umc-gbcs.org/blog/the-debate-that-changed-the-church-celebrating-

60-years-of-full-clergy-righ  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Maud Pauline Keister Jensen 

was the first woman to receive 

full clergy rights in the Methodist 

Church 

http://www.unitedmethodistreporter.com
http://umc-gbcs.org/blog/the-debate-that-changed-the-church-celebrating-60-years-of-full-clergy-righ
http://umc-gbcs.org/blog/the-debate-that-changed-the-church-celebrating-60-years-of-full-clergy-righ
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Church-Wide Prayer Chain - our church has an active prayer chain.  Some of our faithful partners are no longer 

able to help with this service.  If you would like to become a member of this very important group, please call 

the church office @ 301-689-6626 or Dot Workman @ 301-689-6484 for more details.  All you need is a phone 

or an e-mail address, and a willingness to pray for those who need to be uplifted in prayer. 

We Need Your Help - Please be sure to contact the church office at office@frostburgumc.org –or- 301

-689-6626 with all information on births, weddings, or deaths so that they may be accurately added to 

the bulletin announcements in a timely fashion.  Thank you for your help in keeping our bulletin     

announcements as accurate and relative as possible. 

Sunday - 5/7/17 - Film Viewing - "Hidden Figures" - FUMC - 6:30PM 

This is a joint program with our FSU United Campus Ministry students.  Our youth can meet at 6:00PM for 

pizza and fellowship before the movie begins and the film will take the place of youth group for the evening. 

May 21st – there will be a meeting of the Worship Committee following the 10:30 service. 

The Helen Lehr Circle will have dinner at the Cornucopia in Garrett County on Monday, May 8th, at 

5:30PM.  We will meet at the church at 5:00PM so we can car pool.  We welcome anyone who has not been 

part of our group to join us.  If you can join us for this get together, please let Kelly Griffin 

(kellygriffin920@gmail.com) or Bev Fell (bevjf@comcast.net) know so we that can notify the restaurant of 

the number expected.  Look forward to seeing you there! 

 Coffee With the Pastor  Coffee  - at Mountain City Coffeehouse on each Thursday from 10:00AM - 

Noon.  Please note that there will be no Coffee with the Pastor the morning of May 4th.  Coffee With The  

Pastor will  resume on Thursday, May 11th. 

LaVale UMC is seeking a part-time Director of Youth Ministry. Submit a resume to the church at 565 National 

Highway, LaVale, MD 21502 or e-mail it to the church.  churchoffice@umclavale.org 

Trustees Meeting – Tuesday, May 2nd, at 6:30PM in Room #3 

Our Circle of Concern will be updated next month (May 2017) 

To keep our Circle of Concern listing up-to-date, all names will be removed and a new list will begin next 

month (beginning Sunday, May 7th).  Please be sure to contact the church office (301-689-6626 or           

office@frostburgumc.org) with all names to be placed on the new listing. 

mailto:office@frostburgumc.org
mailto:kellygriffin920@gmail.com
mailto:bevjf@comcast.net
mailto:churchoffice@umclavale.org
mailto:office@frostburgumc.org
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Thank you for the lovely prayer quilt. It is absolutely beautiful and has provide me with much comfort. I ap-

preciate all your prayers. God bless, Kay Densmore  

 

You don’t know what a blessing it was to get this prayer quilt. You are such special folks to be there when 

you are needed! May God bless you always. Thank you again, Helen Weddle  

Reminder: Sunday - 5/14/17 - Godspell - FUMC - at 2:00PM 

Frostburg UMC youth will receive free tickets to Sunday’s performance of Godspell at Frostburg UMC.  This 

will take the place of regular youth group and there will be no evening youth group. 

Thank You! How blessed we are to be members of this church! Throughout these most difficult weeks, we have 

felt nothing but love and support from the congregation of FUMC. Pastor Kyle was always there for us, seeming 

to know just what to say and do to help us through this. The funeral was exactly the celebration of Alex’s life 

that we requested. Thank you to Alex Whetzel and Kelly Griffin for volunteering their time during the funeral. 

Thanks as well to Sean Beachy for pre-recording the music. The luncheon after the service was wonderful! We 

received many comments from family and friends about the quality of the meal. Thank you so much to the   

people who were involved in this ministry! The prayer quilt we received continues to be a source of comfort for 

us. Thank you to those who participate in this outreach of our church. We hope that we can have an impact on 

others in the same way that all of you have impacted our family. As we have gone through this tragic experi-

ence, we have realized how necessary it is to have the support of both family and friends. We are happy to    

include you as both. May FUMC continue to bless others as you have blessed us.  

       Most sincerely - Jay, Janet, & Tristan Stevens 

 Amy Meek is still in room #400 of the (old St. Vincent DePaul)  WMHS Nursing and Rehab Center, Tarn     

Terrace, Frostburg, MD 21532.  

 

 Send cards & notes of encouragement to our FSU Rev. Cindy Zirlott during her treatments and  recuperation 

care at the following address:  

     6316 Heritage Trace DR  

     Mobile, AL 36695 

The Garrett Choral Society will be presenting their spring concert, Music In My Soul, on Saturday, April 29, at 

7PM, and Sunday, April 30, at 3PM, at St. Mark's Lutheran Church in Oakland, MD. The program will consist of 

choral works by American Composers, including 2 original works by Dr. Sean Beachy. The group is now under 

the direction of Debi and Sean Beachy. Tickets are $12 for adults and $5 for  students. If you would like tickets, 

please see Debi or Sean. Also, there will be summer music camps for school-aged children in Garrett County this 

summer. Contact Debi or Sean for more  information.  

 

May 21st – Graduate Recognition Sunday:  we will recognize our graduates during the service.  Please contact the 

church office before 5/12/17 with the name of your grad along with the school from which they are graduating.  

 

Frostburg Area Summer Lunch Box Program – Again for the 5th year, churches and organizations will be fixing 

lunches for needy kids in our area.  All of the lunches will be fixed at the Trinity Assembly of God.  The week 

chosen for Frostburg UMC is July 10th – July 14th.  Please check your calendars to see if you will be available to 

volunteer during that week.  See me or email me if you think you can be part of our team.  –Tony Crosby, at  

acrosby@frostburg.edu 

 

mailto:acrosby@frostburg.edu
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CHARLOTTE’S CHUCKLE 

      June        2   Gail Ralston 

          3.  Jennifer Palumbo 

               Steve Hotchkiss 

           4  Lynn Clark 

                  Alleene Plummer  

           9.  Michelle Beeman 

          10.  Jessica Palumbo 

                     Debi Beachy 

  12  Tony Crosby 

            15  Bill Pegg  

  17     Charlotte Folk 

  18     Bill McKenzie 

  19     Doug Workman 

           22  Doug Lemmert 

           26  Carol Turner 

          29. John Ralston 

               . Tyler Lemmert 

 

                          

  
   

For Mothers Day, 2nd grade children were asked the following questions: 

 Why did God make Mothers? 

 1. She's the only one who knows where the scotch tape is. 

    2.Mostly to clean the house. 

 Why did God give you your Mother and not some other Mom? 

 1. We're related. 

 2. God knew she likes me a lot more than other people's Moms like me. 

 If you could change one thing about your Mom, what would it be? 

 1. She has this weird thing about me keeping my room clean. I'd get rid of that. 

 2.I'd make my Mom smarter. Then she would know it was my sister who did it and not me. 

 3. I would like for her to get rid of those invisible eyes on the back of her head. 

 

 
Dad's version of the 23rd Psalm: 

Recreation is my shepherd, I shall not stay at home, It maketh me to lie down in a sleeping bag. 

It leadeth me down the interstate each weekend. It restoreth my suntan, It leadeth me to state parks 

for comfort's sake. Even though I stray on the Lord's Day, I will fear no reprimand, for I am relaxed; My rod and reel they 

comfort me. I anointed my skin with oil, My gas tank runneth dry. Surely my trailer shall follow me all the weekends of 

summer, And I shall return to the house of the Lord this fall. But by then, it will be hunting season and football              

season, And that's another psalm. 

 

 
A preacher was completing a temperance sermon: with great expression he said, "If I had all the beer  

in the world, I'd take it and throw it into the river." With even greater emphasis he said, "And if I had 

all the wine in the world, I'd take it and throw it into the river." And then finally, he said, "And if I had all 

the whiskey in the world, I'd take it and throw it into the river."He sat down. The song leader then stood  

very cautiously and announced with a smile. "For our closing song, let us sing Hymn #365. "Shall 

We Gather at the River." 

 

 
How many atheists does it take to change a light bulb? 

None - there's no point, since atheists refuse to see the light.   

 

MAY Birthdays JUNE Birthdays 

 
 
  May  3   Corky Elliott 

           .       Jo Hall 

         11. Bill Hardy 

         15. Sydney Hotchkiss  

         22. Elsie Morgan 

  27  David Linn 

  28  Harry Wolford 

         29.  Sean Beachy 

   30  Melissa Kenny 

Thanks to Nancy Folk for her help in gathering and  

organizing these birthdays.   Please send any additions or 

corrections to her at nancyfolk@verizon.net or call  

301-689-6587. 
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Shut-Ins 

Frostburg Heights Apartments 
100 Honeysuckle Lane, Frostburg, MD 21532 

 Dorothy Braisted  

Shut-Ins at Home 
Daphne Bradshaw LeDong William McKenzie 

Alleene Plummer 
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  FUMC MISSION:  

   Jesus’ words in Matthew 28:9-20 provide the 

church with our mission: “Go therefore and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey  

 everything that I have commanded you.”  

Frostburg United Methodist Church is faithfully 

committed to fulfilling his challenge through a 

balanced comprehensive program of worship, 

fellowship, spiritual growth, evangelism,  

outreach, and mission.  


