
8PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  
 

Greeters:  Bob & Margie Nelson 

Lay Reader:  Margie Nelson  
 

Prelude                All My Heart This Night Rejoices             Gordon Young 
                    

Welcome & Greeting 
You are invited to share Christmas greetings with one another at this time. 

 

Call to Worship 

 One: A light shining in the darkness… 

 All: What could it be? 

 One: The sound of angels’ wings… 

 All: What could it mean? 

 One: A baby born in a stable… 

 All: Who could it be?  

 One: Come to Bethlehem and see. 
 

Opening Hymn                           Joy to the World                                    UMH  246 
 

Opening Prayer 
O wondrous God of the stars, we come tonight with breathless wonder to see 

the babe who will change our lives.  We hear the names, “Wonderful 

Counselor”, “Mighty God”, “Prince of Peace”, and we are in awe.  You have 

touched the earth this night with your unconditional love.  Touch us – touch 

our hearts and minds and souls.  May we never tire of this story?  May we never 

take it for granted.  Make this night magical again.  Amen. 
  

Hymn                    O Come All Ye Faithful                             UMH  234 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candles  
 

Advent Wreath Song        Star Child (vs. 1-5)                            FWS 2095 
 

Anthem                                    God With Us to Dwell               McDonald/Aspinall 

FUMC Chancel Choir 
 

Prayer for Illumination 

One:  God, we see your light shining in the darkness.  We hear the Christmas angels.  

We behold your promises fulfilled in the birth of this wondrous child.  May this 

magical story become real in our lives.   

All:  Amen. 
 

Scripture – Luke 2:1-20 

 In those days Caesar Augustus declared that everyone throughout the 

empire should be enrolled in the tax lists.  This first enrollment occurred when 

Quirinius governed Syria.  Everyone went to their own cities to be enrolled.  Since 

Joseph belonged to David’s house and family line, he went up from the city of 

Nazareth in Galilee to David’s city, called Bethlehem, in Judea.  He went to be 

enrolled together with Mary, who was promised to him in marriage and who was 

pregnant.  While they were there, the time came for Mary to have her baby.  She 

gave birth to her firstborn child, a son, wrapped him snugly, and laid him in a 

manger because there was no place for them in the guestroom.  Nearby shepherds 

were living in the fields, guarding their sheep at night.  The Lord’s angel stood 

before them, the Lord’s glory shone around them, and they were terrified.  The angel 

said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you – wonderful joyous news for 

all people.  Your savior is born today in David’s city.  He is Christ the Lord.  This 

is a sign for you:  you will find a newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying in a 

manger.”  Suddenly a great assembly of the heavenly forces was with the angel 

praising God.  They said, “Glory to God in heaven, and on earth peace among those 

whom he favors.” When the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each 

other, “Let’s go right now to Bethlehem and see what’s happened.  Let’s confirm 

what the Lord has revealed to us.”  They went quickly and found Mary and Joseph, 

and the baby lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they reported what they had 

been told about this child. Everyone who heard it was amazed at what the shepherds 

told them.  Mary committed these things to memory and considered them carefully.  

The shepherds returned home, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 

and see.  Everything happened just as they had been told.   
 

Anthem                     Born A Mighty King           McDonald/Aspinall 
FUMC Chancel Choir 

 

Sermon – Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer                    Pastor Kyle Durbin 
 

Offering with Special Music          Winter Snow                         Joanna Durbin 
 

Doxology              In the Bleak Midwinter (vs. 4)                 UMH  221 
 

Offertory Prayer  

There are so many things to be thankful for tonight, God. Receive these 

tokens of our gratitude for your love incarnate in the babe of Bethlehem. 

May they become God-with-us for all the world.  May they breathe 

magic back into a world that needs a sense of wonder and joy. Amen. 
 

Special Music                 O Magnum Mysterium                      Sean Beachy 

Debi Beachy, soloist 
 

Lighting of the Congregational Candles 
 

Closing Hymn                                 Silent Night              UMH  239 
 

Benediction 

Go now in wonder. Go to bring light to those in darkness, joy to those who 

can find no joy, magic to a world steeped in realism. Go with the songs of 

the angels in your ears, and the love of God in your hearts. Go and spread 

the word – the babe of Bethlehem is born for all.   

Amen. 
 

Departing Song                 The First Noel                          UMH  245 
 

Postlude                For a Child Has Been Born               Sean Beachy 

 

 
~Please return all candles to the containers that are located in the back of 
the church~ 



 

 

 

 

Thank you for celebrating with us. 

We would love to have you join us again on Sunday. 

Our alternative worship service begins at 9AM in the fellowship hall 

with a church-wide fellowship & refreshments following at 10AM; 

and our traditional service begins at 10:30AM in the sanctuary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can check us out by visiting our website: www.frostburgumc.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frostburg United Methodist Church 
December 24th, 2016 


