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PASTOR WAYNE’S WORLD  
  

FUMC Family and Friends, 

Ours is a world where individual rights and personal 

preferences demand immediate attention.  Our voluntary 

institutions (like Fridley UMC) feel the pressure to promote human 

potential, to assist people to attain self-fulfillment, to feel good and 

blissful in well being.  Anything that hinders us from subjectively feeling 

good about our lives is considered sub optimal, even evil! 
 

How do we counter this selective/consumer driven subjectivity we 

personally and collectively encounter every day?  The church is called the 

Body and Bride of Christ.  However, in the time of great tilting, the church 

is pressured to become a fastidious boutique of personal whims, wanting 

and wishes. 
 

Is it possible to escape this seductive cage of subjectivity that chains us to 

our felt desires and appetites? 
 

Perhaps believing and living the Doxology, in light of the larger, greater 

reality of our transcendent Trinitarian God, can help curb our epidemic of 

self flattery. 
 

Our Lord Jesus is meant to be the compelling center of all that is the 

Good, the Beautiful and the True.  Our dilemma is not that we need a 

friendly therapist.  What we need is the real antidote, eternal communion 

with Father and through union with God’s beloved Son via the work of the 

Holy Spirit.  It is that Gospel Center that compels and propels Fridley 

Church to be the Body and Bride of Christ. 
 

Fight the dragon of delusion.  II Corinthians 4:4.   

Protect the Bride.  Ephesians 5:25-27. 
 

Yours in Christ’s service,  Pastor Wayne 
 

CARING MINISTRIES 
 

SAMARITAN’S PULSE- 

This ministry of our church consists of people 

who are committed to growing in their 

relationship with Jesus Christ, and in 

their relationships with others, and in self-

awareness.  The group will be meeting as needs arise for their services.  For 

those interested to see if God is calling you to be a part of this ministry, 

please contact Pastor Wayne or call Marsha Painter.    
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ALL ARE INVITED FOR COMMUNION On OCTOBER 3, 2021. 

 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

                EDUCATION              . 
 

EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES  

Sunday School starts 11:30 AM.   
 

LINKING FAITH AND LIFE CLASS is continuing 

this year with the book “What Are We Fighting For?”  

Questions?  See Jennie Kratzer.  This class meets in 

the computer room.   
 

SEEKERS BIBLE STUDY CLASS meets in the far corner of 

Fellowship Hall.  The lessons are based on the Common Lectionary, 

which often (but not always) correspond with the scripture for our worship 

service.   
 

NEW CLASSES BEING OFFERED: 
 

CLASS FOR WOMEN: Karin Gaertner (Lois Christie’s daughter) is 

leading a new deepening faith class for women in the choir room.  
 

PASTOR WAYNE will lead a class in the back of the sanctuary.   
 

Children are welcome to attend worship with their family. Children’s 

supplies (children’s coloring pages and crayons) can be found on the back 

sanctuary table. 
 

ALSO (mid-week learning opportunity) 
 

ZOOM MONDAY MORNING CONNECTED IN CHRIST!  RENEW 

AND REVIEW at 9:30 AM, (online only.) 
 

3 



WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE SHAPING at 9:30 AM; Zoom or 

come join us in the lounge.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ZOOM MEN'S BIBLE STUDY  
Men's Bible Study zoom meeting every Friday morning at 7:30 AM.  All 

men are welcome.  For more information contact Bill Ekstrum. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A GATHERING FOR GUYS  

Grit & Spit meets every Friday at 9:00 AM in the Lounge.  Join us for 

coffee, courageous conversation and prayer.  See you there. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

COME JOIN THE READING GROUP as we discuss the book The 

Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, by Rebecca Skloot.  We will gather in 

the Lounge on Saturday, October 9th, at 9:00 AM and it runs until noon.  I 

hope to see you there!  Any questions, please contact Cindy Robb or 

Kathy Skogen. 

 

                MISSIONS               . 
 

October Mission – UMCOR Global Ministries 
 

The mission focus for the month of October is 

UMCOR Global Ministries.  As I sit down to write this 

article, I’m overwhelmed by all the needs that exist 

today in the world.  From earthquakes and hurricanes 

to the wild fires in California and Colorado, to 

volcanic eruptions and all the humanitarian relief 

efforts for the people of across the globe; including the 

refugees from Afghanistan who are searching for new 

homelands and a chance for a peaceful life.  There is so much need right 

now.  Where do you give, who do you help?  It can become almost 

overwhelming.  
 

UMCOR Global Ministries may be one organization that you consider 

donating to.  UMCOR reaches across borders and when a natural or 

human-caused disaster strikes outside of the United States, UMCOR 

provides immediate funds to its partners to distribute food, hygiene 

supplies and other basic necessities to ease human suffering.  In the long-

term, UMCOR works with partners towards recovery and reconstruction 

while maintaining focus on disaster preparedness and training to help 

reduce the damaging effects of future disasters. 
 

I was amazed to read about all the efforts UMCOR is addressing across 

the globe:    
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 Providing Afghan humanitarian relief and preparing to assist with 

refugee resettlement. 

 Meeting the immediate needs of survivors from the devastating 7.2 

magnitude earthquake in Haiti on August 14. 

 Grants for flood relief in China where 300 people died and one 

million acres of agricultural land was affected. 

 Covid-19 relief for India, Sri Lanka, Nepal and beyond. 

 Critical relief for hundreds of internally displaced families due to the 

conflict in Israel and Palestine. 

 Grants to secure a one-month supply of food and other essentials for 

more than 850 vulnerable households in the Congo since armed 

groups have targeted civilians and displaced the populations in that 

region.  

 Relief for persons affected by the volcanic eruptions in both the East 

Congo and St. Vincent. 

 Relief grant to the Methodist Church of Lower Myanmar for food 

rations, emergency cash assistance and medical care for vulnerable 

households after the economic crisis cause by the military takeover. 

 Multiple grants for Indonesia following a series of deadly disasters 

including flooding, landslides, an earthquake and volcanic activity.  
 

The list of needs goes on and on.  You can help by making a donation to 

UMCOR – Global Ministries so that they can continue the work that is so 

necessary to help those around the world who need it most. Thank you in 

advance for your generous support of our mission programs! 
 

Your gift for UMCOR Global Ministries can be easily made using the 

“Give Online” button on the FUMC Website and selecting Missions.   

Or you can send a check marked UMCOR Global Ministries directly to 

FUMC, 680 Mississippi St., Fridley, MN 55432.  Thank you for your 

generous support.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

October 3rd is World Communion Sunday and we have the opportunity to 

share the sacraments as people will do all over the world.  It is also one of 

the six Special Sunday Offerings received from United Methodist 

churches each year.  World Communion Sunday supports scholarships for 

ethnic students who will be the first generation in their families to attend 

college and for people of color who haven’t historically had access to 

resources that make higher education possible.  There will be special 

envelopes in worship on that Sunday, or donations can be mailed to 

Fridley UMC, 680 Mississippi St, Fridley, MN 55432.  On the memo line 

of the check, please write “World Communion Sunday.”  Thank you! 
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EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
 

KNITTING/CROCHET GROUP 

All are welcome to join us on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of 

each month at 1:30 PM in the lounge.  The next dates 

we will get together are October 12th & 26th.  

Questions?  Call Evie Skurich. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  

     FRIDLEY UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 

NAOMI FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE (Note time change.) 

Naomi Friendship Circle will meet October 8th at 1:00 PM at the church.  

Marilynn Forsberg will provide treats and Pat King will be in charge of 

the program. 

 

TABITHA CIRCLE - As in previous years, Tabitha Circle has reserved 

10 spaces to pack food at Feed My Starving Children on Wednesday, 

October 13th from 4:30-6:15 PM.  Since many of those who have 

participated in the past are retired, we have made a time change to reflect 

that new stage of life!  If you have interest in this outreach opportunity, 

please contact Judy Ryan to reserve your space.  As in the past, we will go 

for supper/dessert (!) and fellowship following our work.   

 

RUTH CIRCLE will be meeting on Tuesday, October 19th at 1:00 PM in 

the FUMC lounge.  It is time for our fall gathering when each member 

brings a food item for our Potluck lunch and yearly planning will be the 

Day's Program.  Kathy Bednar will help as co-hostess with Jean and Evie. 

Paper products will be supplied. We hope everyone can join us for lots of 

good conversation and Devotions.  We've missed all our friends who have 

not been with us during the Pandemic times.  By meeting at church we 

should all feel safe. Need a ride call Evie.  
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THANK-YOU VOLUNTEER DRIVERS: 
 

The following people delivered Meals on Wheels the week of August 23 - 27. 
 

Two day drivers:  Karen and Annika Aalund, with Mary Young joining 

them one day; Al & Sue Madison; Jim & Evie Skurich; and Fred Severni. 
 

One day drivers:  Jim & Diane Jachymowski; Cheryl Skluzacek; Jean Mills 

& Ruth Hilliard; Jan & Mary Wright; Ron Newport; Jeff & Janet Mondloh; 

Perry & Carol Johs; Roger & Leone Olson; and Mike & Jody Lee. 
 

The next week that FUMC delivers will be October 18 - 22.  I have heard 

rumor that they may be moving to a Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

delivery by the next time we drive.   
 

It can be so hard to find drivers.  Please know how much I appreciate all of 

you. 
 

Janet Fossum, FUMC Meals on Wheels Coordinator 

Please call 763-780-5694 if you can help. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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