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RALLY DAY 
September 12, 2021 

10:00 AM 
 

Plans are currently being made to welcome 

those who are comfortable returning to  

in-person worship.   
 

We look forward to seeing people! 
 

(Full article on page 3.) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Chain Information 

Call to share your joys  

and concerns: 

National United Methodist 

Prayer Chain: 

1-800-251-2468 
 

The Growing Edge 
(A Monthly Publication of Fridley United Methodist Church) 

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the  

Transformation of the World. 

September 2021 

 



PASTOR WAYNE’S WORLD  
 

Hello Family and Friends of Fridley UMC, 

 

There can be little doubt that we live in an age where the individual is 

sovereign.  Ours is a world where individual rights and demands carry much 

weight.  Into our cultural consumer marketplace of self-fulfillment, many 

churches promote programs of personal happiness, seeing the purpose of life 

as feeling good because we’re good.   

 

The questions that perplex me are how do we recapture the scripture’s 

vision of Fridley UMC as a family of faith, who find our identity not in 

ourselves but in love of God and of each other?  And how do we break from 

our seductive cages of self we find ourselves in, which too often we ego-

enjoy being confined? 

 

In our contemporary malaise of self regard, we rise and fall by the way we 

see the God we worship.  Did God make and redeem us or do we make God 

in our image? 

 

May our vision of our great God, at the center of all things, be the antidote 

we need for the viral confusions and pathologies of our age of flattering self 

congratulations. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Wayne 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
ALL ARE INVITED TO THE TABLE! 

 

September 5, NO drive-thru communion at 11:15 AM. 
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RALLY DAY 

Members of FUMC have been planning a Rally Day to take place on 

Sunday, September 12th. We look forward to welcoming to the sanctuary 

those who have been worshiping in community since Easter and those who 

have been worshiping at home with our online service.  Current plans 

include:  Coffee and Conversation from 9:30-10:00; worship from 10-11:00; 

fellowship from 11:00-11:30; adult education from 11:30-??/choice of class 

members.   
 

On Rally Day we will enjoy Sue Madison playing the organ and piano, our 

Chancel Choir singing under the direction of Sharon White, and Pastor 

Wayne leading in person worship.   
 

Following worship and coffee fellowship in the lounge, adult education will 

begin at 11:30.  Bill Ekstrum will lead Bible Study in the NW corner of the 

upstairs, Jennie Kratzer will be in the computer lab leading Linking Faith and 

Life, Karin Gaertner (Lois Christie’s daughter) will be leading a new 

deepening faith class for women in the choir room, and Pastor Wayne will 

lead a class in the back of the sanctuary.  We hope you feel safe enough to 

join us as we worship together, making disciples of Jesus Christ. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

COVID Protocols 

At the Church Council meeting on August 23rd we looked at the current 

COVID protocols in place at FUMC for worship and small group 

gatherings. After much discussion and reviewing the current 

recommendations from the CDC, MN Department of Health, and the UMC 

Annual Conference it was a majority vote to keep the protocols as they are 

for now knowing that at some point we may have to change them due to the 

increasing rate of the Delta variant.  While the current protocols do not 

follow all of the recommendations of the health organizations, FUMC is 

following many of them.  
 

It was felt that by keeping the protocols at a low level, each person and 

family can determine if they are comfortable attending in-person worship 

and small group gatherings.  An FUMC worship service will continue to be 

available for the near future on YouTube and Facebook each week. 
 

Protocols 

- Wearing masks is optional (Masks will be available for those who 

forget theirs.) 

- Please sign in on the sheet provided at the entrance with your name and 

phone number. (This information is used for tracing purposes as well as 

for attendance on Sunday morning.) 

God Bless, Church Council Members 
 

3 



CARING MINISTRIES 
 

SAMARITAN’S PULSE  
 

This ministry of our church consists of people who 

are committed to growing in their relationship with 

Jesus Christ, in their relationships with others, and in 

self-awareness. The group will be meeting as needs 

arise for their services.  For those interested to see if God is calling you to be 

a part of this ministry, please contact Pastor Wayne or call Marsha Painter. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

To the volunteers and supporters of FUMC Family Table, 
 

The Family Table leadership team wanted to give you an update on how 

Family Table is doing and when a sit down meal might be offered again.  

The need for meals like Family Table are as great as ever.  Twice this year 

we have run out of food due to guest attendance at our drive thru meal.   
 

It is one of the hardest things to plan for, how many cars will show up on 

our 4th Saturday meal!  Our team continues to feel that for safety and health 

reasons, drive thru meals are our best option for both our guests and our 

volunteers.  Currently, 10 churches have cancelled their monthly family 

table meal offerings.  This means that the need is even greater for those 

churches offering a meal.  
 

As we look at returning to a sit-down meal, a number of factors have to be 

addressed.  In October we will survey the guests to see how they are feeling 

about dining indoors.  We will also survey our volunteer pool.  If you would 

like to give input but have not been able to volunteer, just let Judy Lange 

know and she will include you in the survey.  At this point the team feels that 

January would be the earliest a sit-down meal could be offered.  Of course, 

with the Covid Delta variant, that could certainly change! 
 

Another factor in the sit-down meal is our very popular salad bar.  There are 

so many safety issues with a salad bar.  So, do we open up the indoor dining 

without the salad bar or hold off on indoor dining until the salad bar is safe 

again?  We have similar issues with our family style dining.  This just 

requires some rethinking about what is the best way to serve the guests and 

keep everyone safe.  
 

Please stay tuned for further updates and thank you for your continued 

support. 
 

The Family Table Leadership Team 
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                EDUCATION              . 
 

EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES  

Sunday School will be resuming September 12!   

 

LINKING FAITH AND LIFE CLASS will 

continue this year, with discussions about current 

events from a faith perspective.  This class meets 

in the computer room.  Our first class will be 

September 12, at 11:30 AM. 
 

 

SEEKERS BIBLE STUDY CLASS meets in the far corner of Fellowship 

Hall.  The lessons are based on the Common Lectionary, which often (but 

not always) correspond with the scripture for our worship service.  Our first 

class will be September 12, at 11:30 AM. 
 

NEW CLASSES BEING OFFERED: 
 

CLASS FOR WOMEN: Karin Gaertner (Lois Christie’s daughter) will be 

leading a new deepening faith class for women in the choir room.  

 

PASTOR WAYNE will lead a class in the back of the sanctuary.   
 

Children are welcome to attend worship with their family. Children’s 

supplies (children’s coloring pages and crayons) can be found on the back 

sanctuary table. 
 

ALSO (mid-week learning opportunity) 
 

ZOOM MONDAY MORNING CONNECTED IN CHRIST!  RENEW 

AND REVIEW at 9:30 AM, (online only.) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ZOOM WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE SHAPING at 9:30 AM; 

online or come join us in the lounge.  Masks are optional, please sign in on 

the provided sign in sheet. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ZOOM MEN'S BIBLE STUDY  

Men's Bible Study zoom meeting every Friday morning at 7:30 AM.  All 

men are welcome.  For more information contact Bill Ekstrum. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A GATHERING FOR GUYS  

Grit & Spit meets on Fridays of each month at 9:00 AM in the Lounge.  Join 

us for coffee, courageous conversation and prayer.  See you there. 
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COME JOIN THE READING GROUP as we discuss the book The 

Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, by Rebecca Skloot.  We will gather in the 

Lounge on Saturday, October 9th, at 9:00 AM and it runs until noon.  I hope 

to see you there!  Any questions, please contact Cindy Robb or Kathy 

Skogen. 
 

                MISSIONS               . 
 

FAMILY TABLE  

The Mission committee has graciously designated 

Family Table as the September Mission of the 

Month.   

There is great need in our community, and we have 

responded by retooling Family Table into a drive-

thru meal. It is hard to guess how many cars we will 

have and how many meals to make as people deliver 

to friends and family in need!  Family Table is not 

part of the congregational budget and is funded 

solely by Mission donations.  The average cost per month is $207, and our 

goal to fund next year's meals, whether we are serving drive up or in person 

again, is $2,700.  Family Table is truly a volunteer ministry where many 

hearts, minds, and hands work together to reach our neighbors in need. 

Please join us as we continue to respond to John Wesley’s challenge to “Do 

all the good you can.” 

 

                CHURCH ALBUM               . 
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families 

and friends of our members who have recently 

passed away:  

 

 

Prayers for the family and friends of Janyce White.   
 

Prayers for the family and friends of Jeannette Williams.  
 

Prayers for the family and friends of Suzanne Sommer.  
 

Prayers for past member Rose Price. 

When someone you love becomes a memory, the memory becomes a 

treasure. 
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EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
 

WANT TO SHARE YOUR TALENTS ON 

SUNDAYS? 
 

All ranges of voices are needed!  CHANCEL CHOIR 

will start rehearsals on Wednesday, September 1st at 

7:00 PM.  Come join us! 
   

 

There are openings for ringers!  CHANCEL RINGERS will begin 

rehearsals on September 2nd at 7:00 PM.  Contact Sharon White at 763-413-

7017 for more information. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

ALL ARE INVITED TO JOIN US ON SEPTEMBER 13, 7:00 PM 

 
 

How to Be Welcoming to LGBTQI2+ Humans  

 

In the last two decades, many people have become far more willing to act as 

allies for people who identify as lesbian (L), gay (G), bisexual (B) or 

transgender (T). Often, however, there’s also a “Q” in the LGBTQ alphabet; 

that stands for both “questioning” (e.g., “I’m not sure where I am on the 

alphabet, if anywhere…) or “queer” (“I’m just me, whatever that means to 

you…”).  

 

On top of those letters, the “I” stands for “intersex,” the “2” represents “Two 

Spirit” (to encompass humans representing both the masculine and feminine 

spirits within the Native and Indigenous communities), and the “+” 

encompasses all other identities that humans might have.  

 

Underlying all of this is the idea that humans—however they may identify—

have the right to live their lives honestly and with authenticity.  

 

What does it mean to be welcoming to LGBTQI2+ people? What actions or 

words should you avoid? How does the absence of legal rights in many 

states play into an “Alphabet person’s” daily life?  

 
                                                               7                                    continued on page 8 



Join national speaker, diversity consultant and author Ellen “Ellie” Krug as 

she shares what it means to be a part of the “Alphabet” and offers tips and 

advice on how to be inclusive toward anyone who so identifies. The talk 

will be followed by a facilitated conversation on how the Fridley United 

Methodist community can be welcoming to people who are part of the 

LGBTQI2+ community. Come with questions!  

 

Date: Monday, September 13, 2021 

Time: 7:00 to 8:30 PM  
 

A Brief Bio for Ellie Krug:  

Ellie Krug was a civil trial attorney specializing in transportation law with 

100+ trials. She transitioned from male to female in 2009 and later became 

one of the few attorneys nationally to try jury cases in separate genders. The 

author of Getting to Ellen: A Memoir about Love, Honesty and Gender 

Change (2013), Ellie speaks, trains and consults on diversity and inclusion 

to court systems, corporations, law firms, government entities, social service 

organizations, and colleges/universities. A hopeless idealist, Ellie has 

presented her D&I program, “Gray Area Thinking,”® across the country. In 

2016, Advocate Magazine named Ellie one of “25 Legal Advocates Fighting 

for Trans Rights.” She is also a monthly columnist for Lavender Magazine 

and Minnesota Women’s Press and her monthly newsletter, The Ripple, 

which reaches 9000+ recipients, can be found at www.elliekrug.com. Ellie 

views herself as an “Inclusionist.” In January 2018, Ellie launched her 

weekly AM950 radio show, “Ellie 2.0 Radio,” which is about idealism and 

idealists seeking to create positive change in the world.    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

KNITTING/CROCHET GROUP (We will resume on September 14.) 
 

All are welcome to join us on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each month at 1:30 

PM in the lounge.  We will get together on September 14 and 28. 

Questions?  Call Evie Skurich. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  

     FRIDLEY UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 

Installation of Officers on Monday, September 13th, at 6:00 PM and speaker, 

Ellie Krug, at 7:00 PM, with coffee and dessert to follow.  

 

NAOMI CIRCLE will meet September 10th at 9:30 AM at the church. This 

meeting will be to plan for the year.  Bring your ideas. 
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RUTH CIRCLE will not begin meeting in September as we are encouraging 

all our members and friends to come to the UMW All-Church meeting on 

Monday, September 13th in the Church Lounge.  With voting for changes in 

the near future within the United Methodist Church we feel it is important to 

hear the Special speaker UMW has asked with an important message for us.  

(See notice for All Church meeting on page 7.)  Our kick-off and planning 

meeting will be on October 19th at 1:00 PM. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

 

 
 

Thank you for the wonderful support over the loss of our parents, Donna 

and Marlin. It was lovely to receive cards, phone calls and know how much 

mom and dad were loved, and will be missed, by the members of FUMC.  
 

Thank you, also, to all who helped with their memorial services; set-up 

crew, kitchen workers, take-down crew and anyone else who made their 

services the special events we wanted them to be. Special thanks to Pastor 

Wayne for visiting with mom and dad in their final days and for leading 

their services. Both services were well received by family and friends and 

they were just what we imagined them to be, each in their own unique way. 

Thank you very much!  Dave, Gina, Patti Munter 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Thank you, Thank You! 
 

A grateful thank you to all who helped with what was needed for the 

memorial services of Gerry Greenwaldt, Char Swanson, Marlin Munter and 

for the funeral service of Suzanne Sommer.    
 

Thank you for your help with setting up, cleaning of tables and chairs, 

serving food, washing dishes, and laundering table cloths, and most of all, 

your welcoming of guests with warm hearts and open minds. 
 

All of you are so appreciated.  May God always bless you with the kindness 

you show others.   

Ginny Erickson and the Funeral Reception Committee 
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The Swanson family thanks the many friends and FUMC members in 

celebrating the life of Charleen Swanson.  She left memories unique to 

everyone who met her and she took all of the same memories with her.  

Bless all of you.   

Ken, Kurt & Michele 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Thank you for generously investing in GMCC (founded as Greater 

Minneapolis Council of Churches.)  Your gift of $1,650.00 was received on 

7/7/21.  With your gift GMCC continues our long standing legacy of 

working with partners in and outside of faith communities in the areas of 

food justice and access; youth and family service; equity; and well-being.   
 

Here are some recent accomplishments: 

*The Minnesota FoodShare March Campaign generated $21.5 million and 

7.4 million pounds of food donations for our food shelf partners. 

*Delivered over 57,000 prepared meals to 1,010 adults and children. 

*42 youth received 7 hours of tutoring support per week while their mothers 

received twice-weekly courses in computer literacy, nutrition, health and 

fitness. 
 

This is only a snapshot of the impact your support provides and a 

remarkable testament to our mission “uniting people of faith, serving people 

in need.” 
 

Sincerely,  

Adrienne Dorn, Executive Director 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Dear Friends, 
 

Thank you for your gift of $845.00 on 6/25/2021 to Simpson Housing 

Services.  Your generous support ensures we are able to sustain our mission 

to house, support, and advocate for people experiencing homelessness.  

Since March 2020, we have maintained our commitment to navigating 

through the COVID-19 pandemic, sustained our mission, and ensured the 

safety and dignity of the people we serve.  We will continue to modify 

services as needed during and beyond the pandemic to address the needs of 

people in our community as the housing crisis continues. 
 

Thank you for being a part of our community and helping to end 

generational poverty and homelessness. 
 

Yours truly, 

Elisabeth Loeffler, Director of Advancement and Communications 
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Thank you to Jeremy Wachsmuth who took care of a couple of trees with 

broken limbs hanging over the FUMC parking lot out of the goodness of his 

heart.  Jeremy does tree trimming and snowplowing, his phone number is 

612-414-5977.  Jeremy, you are appreciated! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

 

Thank you volunteers  

for all you do for FUMC. 

 

We so appreciate all that you do! 

 

 
 

 

 


