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SAVE THE DATE:   

Sunday, September 12th sometimes known 

as ‘Rally Day’, plans are being made and 

more information will be forthcoming!  

Fridley Moving Forward Group 

 

-------------------------------------------------- 

 

YOU ARE INVITED for communion, 

August 1, 2021 at 11:15 AM. 

 

 
-------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Chain Information 

Call to share your joys  

and concerns: 

Diane Jachymowski 

763-571-7572  

dejladybug@gmail.com 
(Please call before 9:00 PM.) 

or 

Marsha Painter  

763-572-9753 

 

National United Methodist 

Prayer Chain: 

1-800-251-2468 
 

The Growing Edge 
(A Monthly Publication of Fridley United Methodist Church) 

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the  

Transformation of the World. 

August 2021 

 



PASTOR WAYNE’S WORLD  
 

Hello friends and family of Fridley UMC. 

There is deep pastoral concern in my heart and mind as I 

witness societies, denominations and cultures seemingly rushing toward 

economic, social, religious and moral collapse. 

We cannot see with certainty where we are headed. We do see an 

ideological drivenness and compulsion, fed by those with hungry theories 

and agendas. 

There is nothing new under the sun.  Our own propensity to exhibit 

rebellion and self regard as a species remains just as deadly to our soul as 

the first bite of the apple in the Garden of Eden!  (Isn’t it fascinating, that 

bite mark on the logo of a famous company serves as a constant reminder 

about the downside of human pride and self exaltation?) 

I hold no sway over the future, but I have chosen to carefully 

scrutinize the strategies of the experts and our cultural elites.  I do not trust 

our substitute saviors, who promise a future free from turmoil and 

suffering. (All we have to do, is trust their endless supply of good 

intentions.) 

May we trust our Savior, who knew the scourging, the crown of 

thorns, and the nails were coming.  We trust the communion we share with 

the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  We trust that when the land is weary and 

parched, when societies are broken and bankrupt; when love has grown 

cold; we hear Jesus timeless reminder.  “Let not your hearts be troubled.”  

But that is only possible if we hear Jesus say, “Believe in God, believe 

also in me.” 

Travel light; fight the good fight of faith in a world of panic and 

terror.  Lift up your heads, as Jesus said, for our redemption is drawing 

nigh. 

In Christ’s Service. 

Pastor Wayne 

 
 

CARING MINISTRIES 
 

 

SAMARITAN’S PULSE-Shepherding in Caring, Competency & Connection 
 

This ministry of our church consists of people who are committed to 

growing in their relationship with Jesus Christ, in their relationships with 

others, and in self-awareness. The group will be meeting as needs arise for 

their services.  For those interested to see if God is calling you to be a part 

of this ministry, please contact Pastor Wayne or call Marsha Painter. 
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                EDUCATION              . 
 

ZOOM MONDAY MORNING CONNECTED IN CHRIST!  RENEW 

AND REVIEW at 9:30 AM, (online only.) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ZOOM WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE SHAPING at 9:30 AM; 

online or come join us in the lounge.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ZOOM MEN'S BIBLE STUDY  
Men's Bible Study zoom meeting every Friday morning at 7:30 AM.  All 

men are welcome.  For more information contact Bill Ekstrum. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A GATHERING FOR GUYS  

Grit & Spit meets on Fridays of each month at 9:00 AM in the Lounge.  

Join us for coffee, courageous conversation and prayer.  See you there. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

COME JOIN THE READING GROUP as we discuss the book The 

Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, by Rebecca Skloot.  We will gather in 

the Lounge on Saturday, October 9th, at 9:00 AM and it runs until noon.  I 

hope to see you there!  Any questions, please contact Dawn Bushnell. 

 

                MISSIONS               . 
 

Special Mission for August – CARS FOR NEIGHBORS 
 

Founded in 2001, this Blaine based non-profit helps 

fund vehicle repair for low-income individuals/ 

families living in Anoka County.  Think for a moment 

about how often you travel from place to place. If you 

are like 93% of American adults, a car, van or truck is 

your primary form of transportation. Now imagine that 

use of that vehicle has stopped because you cannot 

afford the cost of an emergency repair.  Cars for 

Neighbors (CFN) steps into such situations with the 

phrase; Restoring Hope One Car at a Time.  Their 

stated mission is to foster independence by providing car care for 

neighbors in need who cannot afford to have their vehicle fixed. 
 

Despite being the fourth largest county in Minnesota, Anoka County’s 

public transportation is limited. The bus company’s area of operation is 

restricted, and they offer transportation with reduced evening and weekend 

service.  
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Due to these transportation service gaps; many Anoka County residents 

rely on a personal vehicle to commute each day. According to the MN 

Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED), 59% 

of Anoka County working residents travel to another county for work and 

45% of all working residents commute between 30 – 60 minutes to work.   

Cars for Neighbors touches 60 families a year. Many residents living on 

fixed incomes don’t have the extra cash to spend when vehicle repairs are 

needed. Cars for Neighbors understands that repairing a client’s 

vehicle positively impacts their lives in several ways.  A safe, working 

vehicle gives the parent better access to jobs, allows them to drive their 

children to school and other activities, and gives more freedom to attend 

important appointments.   

Cars for Neighbors collaborates with many Anoka County non-profits to 

help support the different needs a family may have. They have 

collaborated with Alexandra House, Stepping Stone Emergency Housing 

and The Dwelling Place Shelter when clients need car repair services.   

One family’s story started with Cars for Neighbors replacing the brakes on 

their car.  Learning that they had been living in their vehicle, they were 

referred to a shelter resource for more stable living arrangements. Then an 

opportunity for job counseling and employment referrals took place.  A 

job was obtained, and they were slowly able to make their way into a more 

secure living situation.  Through a wide network of Anoka County non-

profits collaborating, a car repair can lead to a repaired life. 

A client who applies for help to fix their vehicle may have access to a 

collaboration of (CFN) resources.   One trusted partner, Meineke Car Care 

Center in Ham Lake, conducts a comprehensive inspection and provides 

the labor to make moderate repairs to the brakes, a car’s suspension, or 

tires.  

The Environmental Initiative estimates that 25% of passenger vehicles 

cause 90% of vehicle air pollution. CFN partners with the Environmental 

Initiative to also provide free repairs to broken emission systems.  Repairs 

are made to catalytic converters, evaporative emission control systems, 

oxygen sensors and exhaust gas recirculation valves as needed and budget 

allows.   By being able to address the emissions issues, the air quality is 

also improved for Anoka County residents.  Cars For Neighbors want their 

repairs to impact the whole car so that clients can drive away with a safer, 

more reliable vehicle. 

The Missions committee of FUMC is very appreciative of your continued 

support.  Your gift for Cars for Neighbors can be easily made using the 

“Give Online” button on the FUMC Website and selecting Missions.   
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Or you can send a check marked August Missions directly to FUMC, 680 

Mississippi St., Fridley, MN 55432.  Thank you for your generous 

support.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

FAMILY TABLE  
Family Table continues as a drive through meal.  The leadership team is 

discerning when will be appropriate to start sit down meals again.  The 

drive through meal seems to be reaching people who would not be 

interested in or able to come to a sit-down meal.  This summer a 

DoorDash driver was delivering in the neighborhood and smelled the 

hamburgers on the grill.  He pulled in, called his kids at home who said 

they were hungry, and took a meal for himself and his two kids.  Another 

guest picks up three other meals for older folks in his apartment building.   

 

Thank you for your generous donations for school supplies to Fridley 

schools.  Your donation total of $1,532 will go to the Fridley schools to 

directly purchase the supplies the kids need.  Some supplies were dropped 

off at the church and those will be given as well.  We will miss seeing the 

happy faces as they pick out their backpacks, but we are pleased we can 

continue to support our neighbors in need this way this year.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

FUMC FINANCE UPDATE 

Through June 30th, our income is $10.2K higher than budget, 

however favorable variance is due to members who gave their entire 

year’s pledge in Jan, Feb, and June.  During the months of March-May our 

giving was lower than each month’s budget, and the Finance committee is 

carefully watching giving levels going forward.  Thank you all for your 

continued faithful giving. 

FUMC’s expenses through June are $3.9K less than budget, primarily 

due to minimal use of the church during COVID.  With the resumption of 

in-person worship this summer expenses are expected to be close to 

budget.  FUMC is intentionally 2 months behind in submitting 

apportionments to the conference.  We are monitoring the church’s 

finances before submitting additional apportionments to the conference 

this fall. 

Yours in Christ,  

Dave Panter, Stewardship-Finance Chairperson 

 

                CHURCH ALBUM               . 
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Joan Jagunich 

and her family in the loss of her uncle David. 
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A celebration of Life will be held for Charleen Swanson on Saturday 

August 7, 2021 at FUMC.  Visitation will be from 10:00 to 11:00 AM and 

a Memorial Service will be at 11:00 AM.  There will be a luncheon to 

follow in fellowship hall to celebrate Char's life with family, and friends. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the family and friends of Marlin Munter 

who passed away on July 4th.  A Celebration of Life will be held on 

Sunday, August 8, 2021. Visitation will be at 3:00 – 4:00 PM, and a 

Memorial Service will be at 4:00 PM, there will be a light supper to follow.   

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  

     FRIDLEY UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 

The United Methodist Women will be hosting a program regarding 

“Conversation with a Member of the LGBTQ+ Community” on Monday, 

September 13th, at 7:00 PM, following Installation of Officers.  We do not 

have confirmation from our speaker yet, so do not want to disclose any 

details at this time, but be sure to mark your calendars, as this will be an 

informative session and one that the United Methodist Church wants us to 

start having.  There will be more details in the September Growing Edge.  

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

 
 

THANK-YOU VOLUNTEER DRIVERS: 
 

The following people delivered Meals on Wheels the week of June 28 

through July 2. 
 

Three Day Drivers:  Ron & Nancy Newport. 
 

Two Day Drivers:  Barb Severni with Fred's help one day and her sister 

Mary helping the other day; Al & Sue Madison; and Janet Fossum with 

Tim's help one of the days. 
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One Day Drivers:  Mike & Tammy Hay; Jean Mills & Ruth Hilliard; Mike 

& Jody Lee; Karen Aalund & Mary Young; Jim & Diane Jachymowski; Jan 

& Mary Wright; Jim & Evie Skurich; Perry & Carol Johs; and Chuck & 

Bonnie Ames. 
 

Ruth Hilliard was a new helper this time and Jean Mills said she would train 

her in.  They decided to become a team. Two people are nice but not 

absolutely necessary.  New drivers are still needed. If you have ever 

considered delivering meals, find yourself a partner. Your helper could be 

someone at church who may agree to deliver with you, a neighbor, a friend 

or relative.  Talk to any of the above people or call me for more 

information.  The next week that FUMC delivers will be August 23 - 27. 
 

Janet Fossum, FUMC Meals on Wheels Coordinator. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Thank you for being part of the Terebinth Refuge Community.  We are 

grateful for your ongoing commitment to help women rebuild their lives 

with hope and dignity after surviving years of abuse and expoitation.  We 

received your generous donation in the amount of $150.00 on 7/9/21.  What 

a blessing!  With God’s provision and your amazing support, in 2020 we 

offered assistance and resources through 177 crisis calls and provided direct 

comprehensive services to 43 women who walked through our door.  We 

appreciate your partnership and compassion for the women we serve.  We 

pray God’s blessings for you and your church families. 

With deepest gratitude. 
 

Cynthia Terlouw, Founder and Executive Director, Terebinth Refuge 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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