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-------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday, June 6, 2021 
 

 
-------------------------------------------------- 

June, 20th, 2021; Happy Father’s Day 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Chain Information 

Call to share your joys  

and concerns: 

Diane Jachymowski 

763-571-7572  

dejladybug@gmail.com 
(Please call before 9:00 PM.) 

or 

Marsha Painter  

763-572-9753 

 

National United Methodist 

Prayer Chain: 

1-800-251-2468 
 

The Growing Edge 
(A Monthly Publication of Fridley United Methodist Church) 

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the  

Transformation of the World. 

June 2021 

 



PASTOR WAYNE’S WORLD  
  

We have been recipients of such an outpouring of caring 

love and support in the midst of the battering storm of 

sorrow that accompany Eli’s tragic death. 

 

Below, I share this note of encouragement from my retired colleague, Rev. 

Phil Strom, who was instrumental, as District Superintendent, in my 

appointment to Fridley UMC. 

 

We thought there were no 

words... other than, “We are 

sooo sorry and saddened”... 

but then whoever penned the 

life history for Eli “found” 

some wonderful words and 

affirming sentences, filled 

with goodness and blessing 

and joy... all in the deep 

shadows of challenges and 

struggles we did not know. 

 

Our prayers for your family 

and our thoughts of such heart 

wrenching loss raised up three 

more words:  “Faith, Hope and 

Love.” 

 

We know of no family that embraces and embodies these words 

more than the wonderful “clan” that you, Holly and Wayne, have 

raised up. 

 

Our prayers plead for healing blessings for all of you.  And we are 

convinced that as your family holds one another and holds on to 

Christ, Eli’s memory and presence will remain as this hard season 

becomes a part of the amazing family story you all continue to 

compose. 

Phil and Alice 

 

Gratitude to the legion of the Beloved, who have covered and quilted us, 

in a life stronger than death. 

 

Holly, Izak and Pastor Wayne 
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CARING MINISTRIES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SAMARITAN’S PULSE-Shepherding in Caring, Competency & Connection 
 

This ministry of our church consists of people who are committed to 

growing in their relationship with Jesus Christ, in their friendships with 

others, and in self-awareness.  For those interested, join us on Thursday, 

June 24th, at 7:00 PM to see if God is calling you to be part of this 

ministry.  Blessings, Pastor Wayne 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

THE SANCTUARY IS OPEN ON SUNDAYS FOR OUR HYBRID 

SERVICE.   
 

So what is a hybrid service?  

We watch the recorded video, and throughout it we pause for Pastor Wayne 

to preach, say prayers and receive prayer requests.  Come join us! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY COMMUNION will be offered on the FIRST Sunday of each 

month at 11:15 AM.  All are invited! 

 

                EDUCATION              . 
 

ZOOM MONDAY MORNING CONNECTED IN CHRIST!  RENEW 

AND REVIEW at 9:30 AM, (online only.) 
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ZOOM WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE SHAPING at 9:30 AM; and 

in the lounge.  For those attending we will be following safety protocols. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

LINKING FAITH AND LIFE CLASS is a learning opportunity where 

participants explore current life topics from a faith perspective.  This class 

meets on Fridays at 1:00 PM in the lounge.  Questions, call Jennie Kratzer. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

ZOOM MEN'S BIBLE STUDY  
Men's Bible Study zoom meeting every Friday morning at 7:30 AM.  All 

men are welcome.  For more information contact Bill Ekstrum. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

A GATHERING FOR GUYS  

Grit & Spit meets on Fridays (notice day change) of each month at 9:00 

AM in the Lounge.  Join us for coffee, Don Greenwaldt’s brownies, 

courageous conversation and prayer.  See you there. 

 

 

                MISSIONS               . 
 

Our Mission Focus for June is:  

THE CHILDREN’S HOME 

SOCIETY OF MINNESOTA 

Children’s Home Society of 

Minnesota has been working to find 

permanent homes for children since 

1889.  It is located in St Paul’s St Anthony Park neighborhood just west of 

the State Fair Grounds. This nonsectarian, nonprofit, child and family 

social service agency provides adoption, pregnancy counseling and 

education services in support of adoptive parents, birthparents and adopted 

persons.   

One important program serves vulnerable Minnesota children who have 

been removed from their biological families and have been placed under 

the care and supervision of the state.   

As a result of experiences prior to being removed from their birth families; 

children will likely have experienced trauma, abuse and neglect. The 

children may have emotional, behavioral and/or academic needs. They 

may be part of a sibling group that needs a permanent family or needs to 

maintain connections with loved ones. 
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The Minnesota Waiting Child program is uniquely equipped to educate, 

license, and prepare families to be a resource for Minnesota’s children 

under state guardianship.  

Children of all ages and ethnic backgrounds are served in this program. 

There is a particular need for families open to parenting children ages 12-

18, and sibling groups of all ages who need to remain together. Over half 

the children waiting for adoption are children of color.  As of October 

2020, there were 733 children in Minnesota in need of adoptive families 

immediately.  

Perhaps Sandy’s story of single parent adoption can provide a sample of 

this very important work.  Daughter Ambrosia entered Sandy’s life at 13 

years of age, after living in 15 different foster homes over a span of 8 

years.  While appreciative of the opportunity to enter a new home with a 

new mom and cats, she admitted to testing her new mom. Sandy needed to 

grapple with some challenging behavior from Ambrosia to prove her 

commitment.  “When my mom didn’t give up on me, she proved she was 

here to stay.”   

“It’s like the line from one of my favorite (Robert Munsch) books,” 

Ambrosia said.  “I’ll love you forever, I’ll like you for always.  As long as 

I’m living, my mommy you’ll be. I love my mom that I have.”  Her mom 

added, “It’s a privilege to be Ambrosia’s mom.” 

The supportive services of the Minnesota Waiting Child Program and 

other adoption focused services are deeply important to the children whose 

lives are positively impacted.  Please consider donating to this worthy 

cause.  

 

We are so grateful and appreciative of your continued support of FUMC 

missions.  Your gift can easily take place using the “Give Online” button 

on the FUMC Website and then select Missions.  Or you can send a check 

marked June Missions directly to FUMC, 680 Mississippi St., Fridley, 

MN 55432. Thank you for your generous support of our June Missions 

programming. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

FAMILY TABLE 
 

Family Table continues through the Summer as a Drive-up Meal 

Thank you for continuing to support Family Table as we provide meals to 

our neighbors.  As Minnesota starts opening up, our leadership team 

continues to evaluate when we can start sit down meals again.  Even as we 

do drive up, our guests tell us how much they appreciated our nice sit-

down meals, a chance to chat with friends, and the salad bar.  
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We will continue as drive through at least through the summer, providing 

a main dish, fruit, vegetable, and dessert.  We will follow the lead of our 

bishop and the state's recommendations to restaurants when considering 

when to do a sit-down meal again. 

 

School supplies 

Since the situation is similar to last year, we will not be giving school 

supplies away at Family Table in August.  Our neighbor children are still 

in need, possibly now more than ever. We will be collecting monetary 

donations to go directly to Fridley school district for supplies.  They will 

then buy the supplies they need in bulk.  Though we will miss seeing kids 

excited to pick out their backpacks and folders again, we are happy to care 

for our neighbors this way.   

(Please have your donation to the church no later than July 11
th

 and note 

“Fridley School Supplies” on your check if mailing to the church or if 

giving online, please change from current expense to Family Table.  

Thank you!)  

 
 

Used Jigsaw Puzzles 

Since the stay-at-home orders, many people have taken up putting together 

jigsaw puzzles.  Our teams wondered if this is a past-time which our 

guests may enjoy.  If you have any used jigsaw puzzles you would like to 

hand on, but haven’t yet, please consider leaving them near the donation 

station this summer.  Thank you! 

 

 

                CHURCH ALBUM               . 
 

 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Dawn and 

Norm McCarthy on the loss of their son, Scott. 
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     FRIDLEY UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

     

LADIES DAY OUT IS ACTUALLY 

GOING TO HAPPEN IN 2021! That’s 

right; mark your calendars for Sunday, June 

27, 2021 at 1:30 PM.  That’s the day the 

ladies of Fridley UMW will be boarding a 

Stillwater River Boat for an afternoon of fun, 

fellowship and food. 
  

If you are interested in attending the 2-hour boat trip on the St. Croix 

River out of Stillwater, you will need to call or go online and order your 

ticket to reserve your spot.  Order your ticket by calling 612-420-1234 to 

place your order.  The reservation is under our group name: Fridley 

UMW – Ladies Day Out.  You can also order online by going to 

www.stillwaterriverboats.com/public-cruises and click on Book Now or 

Purchase Tickets. We will be going on The Emperors of Jazz trip. The 

Dixieland jazz quartet will play throughout the boat during the trip.  When 

you purchase your ticket, please contact Cindy Doerr and let her know you 

are attending.  (You will not be issued a ticket.  You will check in at the 

door of the boat when boarding under your last name and reservation of 

Fridley UMW.  So be sure when you purchase your ticket you do it 

under Fridley UMW reservation.  Reserved tables will be under Fridley 

UMW.)  
  

We will need to be there 30 minutes prior to departure so we are planning 

to leave from the church parking lot at 11:15 AM on Sunday, June 27.  If 

you would like to carpool, please contact Cindy Doerr so she can keep 

track of how many ladies will need rides.  If you are able to drive, please 

contact Cindy and let her know how many your vehicle will hold.   
  

The price of your Adult Ticket is $31.55 (includes tax). Cancellations can 

be made up to 48 hours prior to the day of departure.  Beverages are not 

covered by the ticket price.  Lunch will be served (no longer buffet style 

due to COVID).  Lunch menu is Roasted Chicken, Roast Beef, Mashed 

Potatoes, Caesar Salad, Dinner Roll and Cookie.   
  

The boat will run rain or shine so dress appropriately.  There is an 

enclosed deck and an open deck, so let’s hope that the weather is 

wonderful so we can be outside.    
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COVID-19 precautions will be followed with distancing at the tables, 

masks inside, etc.  If you have specific questions, please call the number 

above and they will answer any questions you may have.  
  

Thank you.  See you on the 27th of June!  

Cindy Doerr”  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 

For all the prayers said on my behalf, emails, cards and phone calls, I 

THANK YOU!  My vision is getting better thanks to my new cornea.  I am 

still on steroid eye drops due to some swelling.  All in all, all is good.  

Thanks be to God!   

 

I am so blessed and thankful for my caring church family.   

How lucky am I.  God is so good to me.   

May He always bless you with His goodness. 

Jinny Erickson 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

THANK-YOU VOLUNTEER DRIVERS 

 

The following members and friends of FUMC delivered Meals on Wheels 

the week of May 3 - 7. 

 

Three day drivers:  

Barb Severni with Fred's help two days, and her sister Mary's help the 

other day; and Ron & Nancy Newport. 

 

Two day drivers:  

Al & Sue Madison; Roger & Leone Olson; and Tim Fossum with Janet's 

help one day. 

 

One day drivers:   

Perry & Carol Johs; Mike & Jody Lee; Jan & Mary Wright; and Jim & 

Evie Skurich. 
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The next week that FUMC delivers will be June 28 - July 2. 

 

Some of you have heard that I am retiring as the Director of the Southern 

Anoka County Meals on Wheels program, on June 4. 

 

I will remain the meals coordinator for our church.  If you have ever 

thought about delivering meals, the time is right.  I have lost some drivers 

and need replacements. 

 

I would be happy to answer any question that you may have. 

Janet Fossum 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thank you, thank you, thank you. 
 

Thank you to all who helped with the Memorial Service for Tom Christie, 

and the funeral service for Earl Steffen.  Your willingness to help is greatly 

appreciated.  Thank you for your kind heart and helping hands. 
 

Thank you for setting up: Tim White, Ken Swanson, and Dave and Judy 

Ryan. 
 

Thank you for take down and put tables away: Tim White, Dan Steiskal, 

Donn Erickson, and Dave Ryan. 
 

Thank you for your help in the kitchen and laundering table cloths: Delores 

Hendrick, Judy Lange, Kathy Skogen, Pat Brown, Wanda and Gary Boyer, 

Pat King, Leone Olson, Ruth Hilliard, Polly Kielkucki, Dawn Bushnell, 

Evie Skurich, and Lois Vojtech.  
 

Thankfully,  

Kathy Bednar, Nancy Nehring, Jean Mills, Mary Young, Ruth Hilliard and 

Jinny Erickson, funeral reception committee. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

We are still accepting pictures for our online database, and 

church directory.  If you would like your picture included, 

please send to brenda.labarre@fridleyumc.org.  Thank you!  

(We may even use your picture for the online worship 

service when we show members and friends.) 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

If you haven’t received any emails from FUMC, and you would like to be 

added to our email list, please let Brenda know at 

brenda.labarre@fridleyumc.org. 
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