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PASTOR WAYNE’S WORLD  
  

We cannot escape the reality and trauma of suffering.  

Suffering is inevitable and universal, so common to our 

human experience. 

 

As Christians, we profess that the human body is part of God’s good 

creation and that it will someday share in the eternal life of the new earth.  

Our physical life here and now is important to us and to God. 

 

As Christians, we believe human life is incredibly precious to God.  Yet, the 

preciousness does not preclude our epidemic to mental pain, evil and 

suffering that encounters us. 

 

As Christians, we believe that our Triune God has come into our world and 

suffered along with us.  In Jesus, we have God revealed, who has entered 

into our pain, weakness and anxiety. 

 

In this deep pit of anguish that slams us with Eli’s tragic death, I am held by 

the mysterious message of Holy Week.  There, I discover a retelling, 

allowing me to bundle my horrors, hurts, and hopes together.  Here, in my 

stark incompleteness, I am immersed in the hell of the crucifixion and the 

heaven of the resurrection of Christ. 

 

Embraced by a “welcome” bestowed, wobbly and weary we wait! 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Wayne 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

THE SANCTUARY IS OPEN ON SUNDAYS FOR OUR HYBRID 

SERVICE.   
 

So what is a hybrid service?  

We watch the recorded video, and throughout it we pause for Pastor Wayne to 

preach, say prayers and receive prayer requests.  Drive Thru communion 

follows at 11:15 AM. 
 

For those attending we will be following safety protocols. 

1. Sanitize hands, hand sanitizer on wall in entryway. 

2. Wear a mask. 

3. Temperature check. 

4. Sign in sheet in entryway. 

5. Social distancing. 
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STARTING IN MAY, HOLY COMMUNION will be offered on the 

FIRST Sunday of each month at 11:15 AM.  All are invited! 

 

 

CARING MINISTRIES 
 

SAMARITAN’S PULSE - Shepherding in 

Caring, Competency & Connection 
 

This ministry of our church consists of people 

who are committed to growing in their 

relationship with Jesus Christ, in their friendships 

with others, and in self-awareness.  For those interested, join us on Thursday, 

May 27 at 7:00 PM to see if God is calling you to be part of this ministry.   

Blessings, Pastor Wayne 

 

 

                EDUCATION              . 
 

ZOOM MONDAY MORNING CONNECTED IN CHRIST!  RENEW 

AND REVIEW at 9:30 AM, (online only.) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ZOOM WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE SHAPING at 9:30 AM; and 

in the lounge.  For those attending we will be following safety protocols. 

1. Sanitize hands, hand sanitizer on wall in entryway. 

2. Wear a mask. 

3. Temperature check. 

4. Sign in sheet in entryway. 

5. Social distancing. 
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LINKING FAITH AND LIFE CLASS is a learning opportunity where 

participants explore current life topics from a faith perspective.  This class 

meets on Fridays at 1:00 PM in the lounge.  Questions, call Jennie Kratzer. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ZOOM MEN'S BIBLE STUDY  
Men's Bible Study zoom meeting every Friday morning at 7:30 AM.  All 

men are welcome.  For more information contact Bill Ekstrum. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A GATHERING FOR GUYS  

Grit & Spit meets on the 1st
, 2

nd
 & 3

rd Saturday of each month at 9:00 AM in 

the Lounge.  We will be following safety protocols.  See you there. 

 

                MISSIONS               . 
 

Our May Mission – THE MINNESOTA ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE LOVE OFFERING 

Each year our Minnesota Annual Conference chooses 

special ministries to bless others through our Love 

Offering furthering our mission to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Each of 

the 350 Minnesota congregations are encouraged to 

help with the challenges highlighted by the corona virus 

pandemic of the growing food insecurity and the 

migrant and refugee service organizations along the Texas border. 

Donations will be distributed to these ministries: 

50% - The Methodist Border Friendship Commission. This is a ministry of 

the El Valle District of the Rio Texas Conference of the UMC. Short term 

housing is provided for those awaiting resolutions to their legal cases and 

assistance in navigating the complex immigration process. These clients are 

helped with meals, shelter and supplies before they continue to their 

destination. 

20% - Minnesota UMC’s Ruby’s Pantry Food Distribution. Three 

Minnesota congregations in Duluth, Forest Lake and Albert Lea host a 

monthly food distribution ministry. Between the three churches groceries 

are provided to about 750 households each month with volunteers 

coordinating the distribution. 

20% - Mathew 25 Food Distribution. Originating at Spirit UMC in Isanti 12 

years ago, this food distribution ministry has been re-launched as a 

partnership between Spirit River UMC, Spirit River Foundation and Coon 

Rapids UMC.                
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Once a month, groceries sourced from corporate and community partners are 

prepared by volunteers and distributed to everyone who comes, no questions 

asked. Currently about 600-800 families receive food monthly. 

10% - Volunteers in Mission Scholarships. Volunteers in Mission (VIM) of 

every age serve in all 50 states and more than 100 countries. Team members 

pay their own way, and every year 10% of the Love Offering goes to offset 

the cost for first time participants. 

Thank you for your continued ministry and generosity to do the work of 

Jesus to create new ways into a more just and loving world.  

Donations may be given on Sundays at our in-sanctuary Hybrid Worship 

Service, online on our FUMC website – select “Missions,” or U.S. Mail: 

FUMC, 680 Mississippi St. NE, Fridley, MN 55432. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY 

May 30, 2021 will be PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY, one of the yearly 

churchwide Special Sundays. This is an opportunity to support programs that 

advocate for peace and justice in the United States and around the world. 

These programs empower United Methodists to speak out for removing 

structures and systems that harm God’s children globally.  

Donations may be given on Sundays at our in-sanctuary Hybrid Worship 

Service or mail to the church: 680 Mississippi St. NE, Fridley, MN 55432. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

FINANCE NOTES: If you haven’t returned your Pledge form, it’s not too 

late to send it in.  We have only received about half of the forms and it will 

help us to know how much is expected through Pledges when working on 

Budgeting for FUMC for the year.  Thank you. 

 

                CHURCH ALBUM               . 
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to: 

Pastor Wayne, Holly Swanson and family upon the 

death of their son Eli.   

Marlin Munter and family upon the death of 

Donna.  Service will be May 22nd at 4:00 PM, Visitation at 3:00 PM. 

Bob and Judy Schuldt on the loss of their son David. 

Bonnie and Chuck Ames on the loss of their grandson Mitchell. 

Lois Christie on the loss of her son Tom. 

Evie Skurich on the loss of her daughter JoAnn. 

Jock Robertson on the loss of his wife Kerry Van Fleet. 
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Congratulations to Andrew and Renea Swanson upon 

the birth of their son Caden.   

God is a good-gift giver, a miracle creator.  

Congratulations on your brand new blessing! 

 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

IN GOD'S TIME by Dawn Bushnell 
 

On October 26, 2020, my Mom lost her life to Covid 19.  I am telling 

my story of those days in the hope that these events open even one more 

heart to God.  I am here to tell you that God is with each and every one of us 

each and every minute.  My Sister, Mom and Dad were all diagnosed with 

Covid 19 last October.  My Sister and Dad survived.  My Mom did not.  

Even though I had lots of people praying for them to all get better, she did 

not.  Here is my story: 

The days leading up to my mother's passing were up and down.  I had 

lots of people praying that she would get better and come home to us.  When 

I would talk to my Mom on the phone (as we were not able to visit her,) she 

did not sound like my Mom at all.  This was hard as I just wanted my Mom 

back.  Then on Saturday, October 24th, my Mom called me and she sounded 

like my Mom.  What a gift that is that God gave me, although at the time I 

did not know that it would be the last time that I talked to her.  She asked 

when the twins were going to be born (her 5th and 6th great-grandchildren.)  

She asked if Dad was okay and I told her that he was and we were taking 

care of him (as best we could while keeping our distance.)  She couldn't talk 

long, but I had my Mom back.  We told each other that we loved each other 

and I told her I couldn't wait to see her home.  I reported the good news to 

everyone.   

The next day, Sunday, October 25th, when I called the hospital like 

usual, a nurse informed me that my Mom was really sick and that I just 

didn't realize how sick she was.  My heart plummeted.  She asked if I would 

like to have a Zoom meeting so that I could see for myself.  This was my 

first inkling that my Mom was not coming home.  I called my family 

together to come say good-bye.  Most of the family was there by 2:00 PM 

and we started what would be our last conversation with my Mom 

(grandmother and great-grandmother.)  Mom never uttered a word.  She 

would lift her head and I am sure she was wondering what they were 

shoving in front of her face.  We said our good-byes.  My sister and Dad 

were allowed an "Exception visit" (a last visit because the hospital staff 

knew she was dying) that night and they were able to get her oxygen stats up 

and again our spirits soared.   
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However, the next day, Monday, October 26th, I got a call at work, that 

the doctor wanted a family meeting.  So at 1:00 PM, my Dad, brother, sister 

and I had a conference call with the doctor.  Per the doctor, Mom was 

unresponsive.  They did a sternal rub and she did not respond and they 

wanted permission to start "Comfort Cares".  With heavy hearts, and 

because we did not want her to suffer, we made the difficult decision to let 

her go.  I could no longer think, all I could do was cry.  My husband and 

grandchildren came to pick me up.  My brother and Dad made one more 

"Exception visit."   

I got home and cried and cried and cried, and I was soooo cold.  My 

grand-daughters kept piling blanket after blanket on me and I could not 

warm up.  After two hours of this, a song suddenly came into my head.  The 

song was Precious Lord, Take My Hand.  I grabbed my I-pad and looked it 

up on You Tube.  I started playing the song over and over.  I felt God 

holding my hand and at about the same time, I realized that he was also 

holding Mom's hand.  She was not alone.  We, her family, could not be there 

because of the hospital rules surrounding Covid 19 protocol, but God could 

be there.  Suddenly, I knew that everything was going to be okay.  I warmed 

up and stopped crying.  I couldn't stop thinking about her, but I was calm.  

At 8:00 PM, my brother called to say that Mom had passed away at 7:00 

PM.  The only comfort was that she hadn't died alone.  God was there 

holding her hand, while he also held mine and it reminded me of pictures of 

Jesus holding the hands of little children.   

My Mom was not only my Mom; she was my Brownie Leader, room 

mother, cheerleader, teacher, confidante and best friend.  Not a day goes by 

that I don't think of her or sometimes talk about her in present tense.  

Sometimes I forget that she is gone, but is she really gone?  No, because of 

God, she will always be with me, watching over me.  I wish that I could 

describe the calmness that God provides for me.  The same thing happened 

when my husband had a stroke, when our children were young.  I was calm 

as I drove to the hospital (although at the time I didn't know he had had a 

stroke,) but I knew the minute I saw him.  However, I had that same calm 

that I felt when my Mom passed away. 

Having God with you is the greatest blessing that one can have.  We 

don't get to choose when we will leave this earth, and we can't always keep 

those we love from getting sick or from harm, but we can trust that God is 

there with them and with us.  This will be my first Mother's Day without my 

mother and her first birthday that we don't celebrate, so I just want to say 

"Happy Mother's Day (May 9th) and Happy Birthday (May 12th) Mom".  I 

love you and always will!  In God's time, we will meet again.     

 

Dawn Bushnell 
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EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
 

KNITTING/CROCHET GROUP 

All are welcome to join us at 1:30 PM in the lounge on May 11. (We will be 

taking the summer off and will resume again in September.  Questions, 

please call Evie Skurich.) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  

     FRIDLEY UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 

NAOMI CIRCLE will meet May 14th at noon at Locke Park for a picnic in 

the large picnic shelter. A donation will be taken for the sandwiches Marilyn 

Forsberg will provide. Bring your own beverage. The address for the park is 

840 71st Ave NE, Fridley which is east of University Ave. If you need a ride 

contact Pat King. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
 

I must thank all the people who sent me cards, telephone calls and flowers 

while I was in the New Brighton Care Home.  It was all appreciated very 

much.  Also a big thank you to Pastor Wayne for his telephone calls and 

prayers, it made my day. 

Thanks so much.   

Harriet Stubbs 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chuck and I would like to sincerely thank our minister and all our friends 

from church, those who called and came to visit, giving us a prayer shawl, 

and books on dealing with grief.  Then for emails, and many sympathy cards 

with messages of comfort as well as telephone calls.  We really appreciate 

all your help to cope with losing our 23-year-old grandson Mitchell 

Rognrud.  He was an inspiration to many and was loved by many.  We feel 

privileged to be his grandparents. 

Chuck and Bonnie Ames 
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Thank you so much to all of you who called and sent cards of consolation 

when our son David passed away. They brought us great comfort.       

Bob and Judy Schuldt 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I would like to thank all of the FUMC members and friends for your prayers 

and concerns for us during our daughter JoAnn's illness and death from 

Cancer of the Liver and Colon.  Unfortunately it was too advanced to treat 

and it all happened so quickly.  She lived a vital life of Service working in 

the Dietetics and Health Fields and also a full family life with her two 

children and six grandchildren who she doted over with every spare minute 

she shared with them.  Our family will always remember her warm, loving, 

welcoming smiles as she greeted her friends and clients and family 

members.  Sincerely, Evie and Jim Skurich  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Friends at FUMC, 

I can’t tell you how much your support of our lifesaving work with 

survivors of domestic and sexual violence means.  Your gift of $725 means 

the world to men, women, children, and youth overcoming a life of violence 

and abuse.  Our efforts are possible because of caring, compassionate 

individuals like you who believe victims deserve better and brighter futures 

without violence and abuse. 

Thank you for choosing to support Alexandra House and the families and 

communities we serve. 

Kind regards, Michelle Benson, Board Member 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dear friends, 

Thank you for your gift of $1,275.00 on 3/11/21.  Your partnership with 

Twin Cities Habitat gives the best gift anyone could want; the firm 

foundation of home.  Your gift means a local family can buy a home they 

love with a mortgage they can afford.  You gave a child the gift of a quiet 

place to study.  You gave parents the gift of financial stability so they can 

save for the future.  You gave a neighborhood the gift of a stable home that 

will be an anchor for the community. 

With gratitude, Chris Coleman, President and CEO 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Members of FUMC, 

Thank you for your donation of $560.00 to HOPE 4 Youth on March 2, 

2021.  Your continued support is critical as we continue to provide HOPE 

(housing, outreach, prevention, education/employment) to youth in our 

community!  Youth experiencing homelessness come to us in desperate 

need of help.  Thanks to your support, these youth feel safe, valued and 

supported as we help meet their basic needs to provide them with the tools 

to thrive, and for giving the gift of HOPE to youth experiencing 

homelessness!   Blessings, Julie Orlando, Director of Advancement 
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Fridley UMW, 

Thank you for your contribution of $300.00 on 3/18/21.  Thank you for 

being a part of our community and helping to end generational poverty and 

homelessness.  We could not do this work without you.  With your 

generosity, we are able to sustain our mission to house, support, and 

advocate for people experiencing homelessness. 

Yours in gratitude, 

Elisabeth Loeffler, Director of Advancement and Communication 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Fridley UMW,  

I must acknowledge the generosity of the UMW.  We are so very 

appreciative of the donation of $300 to Mobility Worldwide MN.  As we 

work to get back up to speed after this extraordinary year, this will be a big 

help to use.  We are replenishing our supplies and readying another full 

container load of carts for shipment in the near future.  As we reopen you 

are welcome to come and visit our shop in NE Minneapolis. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Conn, Executive Director, Mobility Worldwide Minnesota – Twin Cities 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

MEMORIAL DAY, MAY 31, 2021 
 

 
 

  


