
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Growing Edge 
(A Monthly Publication of Fridley United Methodist Church) 

January 2016 

 
 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
 

From the Pastor  2 

Caring Ministries 2 

Education 3 

Events & Opportunities 6 

Missions 5 

UMW News 7 

Youth 4 

55+ 6 
 

 
 

 
 

Many Blessings to you and  

your family in 2016! 

-------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 

January 3, 2016 

-------------------------------------------------- 
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Prayer Chain Information 

Call to share your joys  

and concerns 

National United Methodist 

Prayer Chain: 

1-800-251-2468 
 



PASTOR WAYNE’S WORLD  
 

Greetings Church, 

The differences between the secular world and the 

Christian world are often difficult to keep before us.  By example, on the 

first of January we celebrate the beginning of the New Year.  But for 

Christians in the West, the New Year historically commenced the first 

Sunday of Advent.  Did you know the twelve days of Christmas used to 

start on December 25th.  Now it is referred to as the “After Christmas sale 

season.” 

Events on calendars are not the only things that Christians are asked 

to see differently.  When Jesus walked on this earth, he asked his 

followers to differentiate between the things of Caesar and the things of 

God.  “Whose image (icon) is on this coin?  Render unto Caeasr that 

which is Caesar’s and unto God that which is God’s.”  (Luke 20:24,25) 

Just as a coin is made by metal being stamped with the image of 

Caesar, our humanity is stamped with the image of the Triune God.  

Because of the human condition, this image can become blurry and 

obscured.  For Christians, Christ has come to restore and remake us by his 

redemptive righteousness. 

Being newly minted in Christ, (who makes all things new), it is still 

so easy to reflect the shiny values and markings of Caesar’s world. 

My prayer for all of us as we begin this New Year (whatever 

calendars we use) is to see God’s radiance everywhere in our lives.  We 

are marked by the stamp of God’s personal sacrificial relational love.  

When others see us, do they see a reflection of Caesar, or the reflection of 

God? 

Take care to be God’s currency, God’s coin collection, bought and 

paid for by the one whose image is on the coins. 

Blessings, Pastor Wayne 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Did you know that Pastor Wayne’s sermons are available on our website? 

(www.fridleyumc.org)  Click on the “SoundCloud” logo on the left panel 

to access an audio of the sermon. 

 

CARING MINISTRIES 
 

Dates for Stephen Ministers: 

 

January 26: 7:00 PM, Support and Longest Night evaluation 

 

February 23: 7:00 PM, Continuing Education 
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                EDUCATION            .  
 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 11:11 AM, EDUCATION FOR ALL 
 

Nursery care is available during the worship 

service for children up to age 3.  Other children are 

welcome to attend worship with their family.  

Children’s supplies (crayons and coloring pages) 

can be found just outside the back sanctuary doors. 
 

During the Education Hour, classes are available for all ages.  This is a 

wonderful family opportunity.  Sunday School starts 11:11 AM and ends 

at noon.  Nursery care is available. 

Classes include: 

   Pre-school for 3 years of age through Kindergarten 

   Elementary class for grades 1– 4 

   Youth class for grades 5-8, led by Pastor Bob 

   Study of Romans, led by Pastor Wayne 

   Faith and Life, led by JoEllen & Bill Ambrose, and Kate Smith-Sheeder 

   Bible study, led by Bill Ekstrum 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Study of Romans 

We are in the Book of Romans, diving deep into the marrow of what it 

means to be a Christian, credited with the righteousness of Christ. 

Pastor Wayne                                       

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

Linking Faith and Life class is a learning opportunity where participants 

explore current life topics from a faith perspective.  We seek to grow in 

our personal faith grounded in our United Methodist traditions.  We hope 

to create new links to our local, national and world communities.  We 

meet upstairs in the Sunday School room next to the computer room.  

Each week is a new topic but the welcoming, open and respectful 

conversation happens every week!  Come join us.   

Bill and JoEllen Ambrose and Kate Smith-Sheeder 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

All are welcome to join the adult Bible study class that meets each Sunday 

in the far corner of Fellowship Hall.  The lessons are based on the 

Common Lectionary, which often (but not always) correspond with the 

scripture for our worship service.  Each lesson involves reflection and 

discussion about the meaning of the Biblical passages and how they relate 

to us and our lives as Christians in today’s world.  See you there!    

Bill Ekstrum                                    3 



Elementary Age Sunday school grades 1-4:  Sunday school will be held 

following church until noon in the Shalom room, next to the supply room 

upstairs.  Lessons will be age appropriate and follow the Deep Blue Kids 

curriculum from Cokesbury.   

Everyone welcome!    

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

IGNITE  

Pastor Bob is teaching a class for 5th-8th grade students. They meet in the 

Media/Computer. This class focuses on exploring the basics of the 

Christian faith by engaging in one another’s lives and seeing how Christ is 

at work in our relationships with Him, with each other, and with the world 

around us. We use a variety of media resources, including videos and 

music, and have regular helpers and guests from our congregation in order 

to create an inviting and exciting environment for learning about Truth. If 

you have any questions, or would like to know more information, please 

email bob.brice@fridleyumc.org.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE SHAPING STUDY at 9:30 AM.  

Come and learn with the rest of us what it means and what it takes to be a 

skilled follower of Jesus Christ, bringing transformation and healing into 

your life and the lives of others. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Calling all High Schoolers to hang with Pastor Wayne 

the last Sunday afternoon of the month from 12:15 – 

1:30 PM.  Next meeting is on January 31. 
                                           

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
A Men’s Bible Study Group meets every Friday morning at 6:30 AM at 

Keys Café on the east side of University Avenue NE near 83rd Street in 

Spring Lake Park.  We eat breakfast at Keys.  We take turns leading that 

week’s lesson, guiding us through a reading of scripture and story and a 

discussion of the meaning of that lesson for our lives.  We also share 

prayer concerns.  The Bible study text that we use is The New 

International Lesson Annual, for which we each make a voluntary annual 

contribution of about $20.  We keep a free extra copy or two in the church 

library for anyone who would like to try out this opportunity.  All men are 

welcome.  For more information contact Roger Olson. 
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                MISSIONS            .  
 

January Mission giving is designated to a nonprofit 

organization named Bridging.  
 

This is the largest furniture bank in North America.  It is 

run like a large Thrift Store where people in need can go 

to get household items and furniture through the effective 

reuse of donated objects. Bridging improves lives by 

providing quality household items to those transitioning 

out of homelessness since 1987. Those who have the need 

to shop in "Bridging" first need to be recommended by one of the 150 Social 

Networks in the Twin Cities who then approve them to be given an 

appointment to shop there for a nominal fee. 
 

There are two locations in the Twin Cities area.  They are Bloomington and 

Roseville. Volunteers can help by donating their stuff, time working in the 

warehouses and providing money.  For more information go to 

www.bridging.org. or call 651-631-3255.  Wendy Erickson is available to 

answer questions. You may talk to Wayne Specker from FUMC, Chairman 

of the FUMC Mission Team. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

FAMILY TABLE 
 

Way back in September, Judy & Bob Schuldt went to a food partner 

conference sponsored by Second Harvest Heartland.  They met with people 

from other food programs, mostly food shelves, and learned what they are 

doing in their communities.  Some were handing out seed packets and 

instructions for vertical gardening on asphalt lots.  Others had cooking 

demonstrations and mini classes, to teach people how to shop, cook, and eat 

healthier meals cheaply and quickly.  Other places handed out recipes or the 

cookbook Good and Cheap Eat Well on $4 a Day by Leanne Brown.   

 

Some of these ideas might make their way into what we do at Family 

Table, or spark another idea.  Our ministry continues to learn and grow in 

service! One Saturday a month, our guests come to be served a meal by us, 

but they also seek to serve others.  One is a knitter who would appreciate 

donations of used wool sweaters in order to make wool mittens for the 

homeless.  Now that you’ve pulled your winter clothes out of storage are 

you noticing a few sweaters you won’t wear again?  Bring them in to the 

next Family Table and Judy Lange will make sure our knitter will get them.  

Thank you! 
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LOAVES & FISHES 

Site is in Coon Rapids, at the Salvation Army Harvest Corps, 10347 Ibis 

St. NW. Our team volunteers on the 2nd Monday of each month to serve 

the free evening meal for those in need. Want to volunteer? Please sign up 

on the Mission Bulletin Board.  Next date is January 11, 2016. 

Thanks, Pat Brown, FUMC Loaves and Fishes Coordinator; 651-633-8973 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

AT THE DONATION STATION (the bins in the hall 

near the front doors) we are collecting:   

 Batteries (button sized to D cell, no car or computer 

batteries) 

 Used Ink Cartridges  

 Used Cell Phones  

 Used Eyeglasses for the Lions’ Club 

 

                              55+                         .  
 
55+ SINGLES BREAKFAST!   

55+ folks, join us on for breakfast at Perkins at 7520 

University Ave in Fridley, every first Monday at 9:30 

AM.  This is just a social time – come, relax and enjoy 

the company of FUMC friends.   
 

 

EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
 

ANNUAL CHARGE CONFERENCE 

Tentatively Scheduled for  

Monday, February 22, 2016 

7:00 PM 
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Battle of the Sexes BLOOD DRIVE 

2/29/16 (Leap Day)  12:30-6:30 PM 
 

As a friendly competition, this year’s blood drive will not only be looking 

to meet our blood collection goal but will also pit genders against each 

other for who has the most volunteers, fastest blood collection and most 

donors presenting to donate blood (whether they are accepted or not).  

Since it is always suggested that you wear comfortable clothes when you 

donate, feel free to wear workout clothes the day of the drive whether you 

are donating or volunteering.  More information will follow and if you 

have any questions feel free to email me or call me.  Signup sheets will be 

outside the sanctuary a few weeks before the drive and you may also start 

scheduling blood donations approximately one month prior to the drive at 

REDCROSSBLOOD.ORG.    

Cheryl Dove Skluzacek 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

     FRIDLEY UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 

RUTH CIRCLE will meet on January 19th at 1:00 PM at the home of 

Diane Jachymowski.  Bonnie Ames will be co-hostess. Judy Schuldt will 

give our program and Carolyn Doyle will share Devotions.  Let’s start the 

New Year right together with Circle Friends! 

Anyone with questions or needing a ride call Evie! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Brenda will be out of the office on February 19; 22-25.  We are looking 

for office volunteers for Friday, February 19, February 22, & 23rd from-

9:00 – 2:30.   

February 24 & 25 from 9:00 – 3:30.  Please let her know if you are 

available to help.  If you can just help for part of the day, great, all help is 

appreciated! 

 
 

7 

UMW NEWS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a party was had!!  Thank you to all who helped make the “Birthday 

party for Jesus” a huge success!  Sloppy Joes, chips, salads, cupcakes and 

beverages were served to over one hundred guests, many who played table 

games, put puzzles together as well as enjoyed a relaxing meal and 

conversation.  Children enjoyed face painting, Pin the Tail on the Donkey 

and Musical Chairs.  One of the nicest features, however, is that Alexandra 

House will benefit from all the gifts that were purchased and left under our 

tree.  Again, thank you for your generosity! 

Education Council 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Thanks to the following people for volunteering for the Loaves and Fishes 

evening meal at the Salvation Army Harvest Corp site in Coon Rapids 

during 2015. FUMC along with our partner, St. Williams Catholic Church.  

Our volunteers for this mission were Gary Boyer, Bill Larson, Carrol Rahn, 

Al Madison, Jody Lee and Evie Skurich. The duties include cooking, 

serving, greeting and clean-up.  We are helping our northern Anoka County 

neighbors in need by providing warm nutritious meals and fellowship at a 

safe, comfortable site. Some guests also come to our Family Table meals. 

Gary worked 11 times and Bill 10 times. Bill has now retired from 

volunteering many years at Loaves and Fishes. Many thanks to this faithful 

group.  

Pat Brown                

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

I'd like to thank all the members of FUMC who sent cards, prayed, and 

visited when I had my strokes. The doctor said, "there is no permanent side 

effects, that is very rare!"  

That's the power of prayer. 

Bob Schuldt 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

THANK YOU to everyone who assisted us with Tanjanique Morman's 

Funeral Lunch on Friday, Dec. 18th by contributing food or helping with 

setup, serving, cleanup and reset.  We really appreciate it.   

Leone and Jinny 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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