
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Growing Edge 
(A Monthly Publication of Fridley United Methodist Church) 

February 2016 

 
 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
 

From the Pastor  2 

Caring Ministries 2 

Church Album 6 

Education 3 

Events & Opportunities 6 

Missions 5 

UMW News 7 

Youth 4 

55+ 6 
 

 

Ash Wednesday, February, 10 

7:00 PM Service 

All are invited! 
 

 
-------------------------------------------------- 

UMW Retreat 

Saturday, February 20 

9:00 AM – 12:30 PM 
-------------------------------------------------- 

All Church Conference 

Tuesday, February 22; 7:00 PM 
 

 
-------------------------------------------------- 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

Monday, February 29 

1:00 – 6:00 PM 
 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Chain Information 

Call to share your joys  

and concerns 

 

National United Methodist 

Prayer Chain: 

1-800-251-2468 
 



PASTOR WAYNE’S WORLD  
Greetings Church,   

I’m so thankful for lengthening days of light and the 

lessoning of winters’ grip. 

 Lately, I’ve been thinking about the “foolishness of preaching.”  

Every week at Fridley there I am, expecting people in the pews to watch 

and listen as I stand and talk about God. 

 In these times of digital discourse and visual overload, there is the 

preacher using a rhetorical format that was determined to be ancient by the 

time of St. Augustine (late fourth century). 

 Sometimes, preachers lose faith in the sermon as a tool of the 

church’s mission.  The dreadful weight of out-datedness and boredom 

with the Bible and church itself spawns all sorts of preaching substitutes. 

 However, the God we meet in the Scriptures is the most verbal of 

deities.  Beginning at Genesis chapter one, God continues to speak words 

until the ending of Revelation.  The second person of the Trinity; Jesus 

Christ is called “Logos” (Word).  Christ took on human flesh and off he 

went, preaching the kingdom of God. 

 From Pentecost onward, the followers of Jesus displayed a crazy 

compulsion to witness with words and deeds about Jesus, even if prison or 

death awaited them. 

 The Holy Trinity calls us into being by the voice of the living God.  

We were made to speak and to listen.  God speaks and God’s children, 

made in God’s image, speak back. 

 So the foolishness of preaching survives.  The powerful voice of 

creation continues to declare “Let there be light, I am the light of the 

world.” 
 

Blessings, 

Pastor Wayne 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Did you know that Pastor Wayne’s sermons are available on our website? 

(www.fridleyumc.org)  Click on the “SoundCloud” logo on the left panel 

to access an audio of the sermon. 

 

CARING MINISTRIES 
 

Dates for Stephen Ministers: 

 

February 23: 7:00 PM, Continuing Education 

 

Please keep our Stephen Ministers in your prayers as they 

serve in this important ministry.   
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                EDUCATION            .  
 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 11:11 AM, EDUCATION FOR ALL 
 

Nursery care is available during the worship 

service for children up to age 3.  Other children are 

welcome to attend worship with their family.  

Children’s supplies (crayons and coloring pages) 

can be found just outside the back sanctuary doors. 
 

During the Education Hour, classes are available for all ages.  This is a 

wonderful family opportunity.  Sunday School starts 11:11 AM and ends 

at noon.  Nursery care is available. 

Classes include: 

   Pre-school for 3 years of age through Kindergarten 

   Elementary class for grades 1– 4 

   Youth class for grades 5-8, led by Pastor Bob 

   Study of Romans, led by Pastor Wayne 

   Faith and Life, led by JoEllen & Bill Ambrose and Kate Smith-Sheeder 

   Bible study, led by Bill Ekstrum 

   Short term studies to be announced. 

 

Linking Faith and Life class is a learning opportunity where participants 

explore current life topics from a faith perspective.  We seek to grow in 

our personal faith grounded in our United Methodist traditions.  We hope 

to create new links to our local, national and world communities.  We 

meet upstairs in the Sunday School room next to the computer room.  

Each week is a new topic but the welcoming, open and respectful 

conversation happens every week!  Come join us.   

Bill and JoEllen Ambrose and Kate Smith-Sheeder  

 

All are welcome to join the adult Bible study class that meets each Sunday 

in the far corner of Fellowship Hall.  The lessons are based on the 

Common Lectionary, which often (but not always) correspond with the 

scripture for our worship service.  Each lesson involves reflection and 

discussion about the meaning of the Biblical passages and how they relate 

to us and our lives as Christians in today’s world.  See you there!    

Bill Ekstrum 

 

Elementary Age Sunday school grades 1-4:  Sunday school will be held 

following church until noon in the Shalom room, next to the supply room 

upstairs.  Lessons will be age appropriate and follow the Deep Blue Kids 

curriculum from Cokesbury.  Everyone welcome.   
3 



IGNITE 

Pastor Bob is teaching a class for 5th-8th grade students. They meet in the 

Media/Computer. This class focuses on exploring the basics of the 

Christian faith by engaging in one another’s lives and seeing how Christ is 

at work in our relationships with Him, with each other, and with the world 

around us. If you have any questions, or would like to know more 

information, please email bob.brice@fridleyumc.org.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE SHAPING STUDY at 9:30 AM. 

Come and learn with the rest of us what it means and what it takes to be a 

skilled follower of Jesus Christ, bringing transformation and healing into 

your life and the lives of others. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Calling all High Schoolers to hang with Pastor Wayne on 

February 28, from 12:15 – 1:30 PM.   

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Lenten Study, John, the Gospel of Light by Adam Hamilton:   

Experience a season of spiritual growth and life changing renewal why 

exploring the major themes of The Gospel of John.  

This Lenten Study will be offered at 2 different times again this year.  

11:11 AM and again at 4:00 PM.  Class dates are on Sundays; February 

14, 21, 28, and March 6, 13, 20.  More information will be posted in 

upcoming Community Life. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Spring selection for the March Book Group will be Lila by 

Marilynne Robinson. The group will meet on March 5; 9:00 AM – Noon. 

This book is about a neglected toddler who is rescued by a young drifter 

and brought up by her in a childhood of itinerant work and hardship. 

Despite moments of violence and desperation, they share times of joy. 

Lila, homeless and alone after years of roaming, steps into a small town 

Iowa church and sets off events that will reshape her life. 
 

This book is available in our church library and the county library. Enjoy 

this award winning novel. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MEN'S BIBLE STUDY 
A Men's Bible Study Group meets every Friday morning at 6:30 AM at 

Keys Cafe on the east side of University Avenue NE near 83rd Street in 

Spring Lake Park.  We eat breakfast at Keys.  We take turns leading that 

week's lesson, guiding us through a reading of scripture and story and a 

discussion.  We also share prayer concerns.   
 

                                                                   4                                 continued on page 5 
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The Bible study text that we use is The New International Lesson Annual, 

for which we each make a voluntary annual contribution of about $20.  

We keep a free extra copy or two in the church library for anyone who 

would like to try out this opportunity.  All men are welcome.  For more 

info. contact Roger Olson. 
 

 

                MISSIONS            .  
 

FAMILY TABLE guests picked out warm hats, gloves, 

and scarves in November.  Thanks to your generous giving 

there were enough for men & women.  Extra adult and baby 

items were taken to Alexandra House and regular children’s 

items were given to our neighbor Hayes Elementary.   

 

Thank you for your generous financial support this fall.  We 

appreciate the mission offering, $2208, and other donations 

totaling $3208.  This generous support allows us to continue this ministry 

and is challenging us to discern other opportunities to serve our neighbors.  

We look forward to seeing you again, or perhaps for the first time, 

volunteering on a Friday or Saturday to serve our neighbors! 
 

 

 
 

LOAVES & FISHES 

Site is in Coon Rapids, at the Salvation Army Harvest Corps, 10347 Ibis 

St. NW, just off of Coon Rapids Blvd. Our team volunteers on the second 

Monday of each month to serve the free evening meal for those in need. 

We meet in the FUMC parking lot, leaving at 4:45 PM and returning 

around 7:00 PM. We car pool or you can drive directly to the site.  If you 

are interested, please sign up on the Mission Bulletin Board.  

Next date is February 8. 

Thanks, Pat Brown, FUMC Loaves and Fishes Coordinator 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

AT THE DONATION STATION (the bins in the hall 

near the front doors) we are collecting:   

 Batteries (button sized to D cell, no car or computer 

batteries) 

 Used Ink Cartridges  

 Used Cell Phones  

 Used Eyeglasses for the Lions’ Club  
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                CHURCH ALBUM            .  
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to: 

Judy Lange and family upon the death of Bob.  

To the Aalund family upon the death of Steve’s 

father.   

To the Marilyn Bonner family upon her death; and to the Ekstrum family 

upon the death of Margaret’s mother. 

 

                              55+                         .  
 

55+ SINGLES BREAKFAST!   

55+ folks, join us on for breakfast at Perkins at 7520 

University Ave in Fridley, every first Monday at 9:30 

AM.  This is just a social time – come, relax and enjoy 

the company of FUMC friends.  You order what you 

want, and pay your own bill!    
 

 

EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
 

GROWING FROM MEMBERSHIP TO DISCIPLESHIP 

Saturday, February 6; 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
 

It doesn’t happen by just sitting in a pew on Sunday morning.  

Surprisingly, it doesn’t even happen by just attending Bible studies. 

Discipleship takes an intentional process with clear goals, appropriate 

relationships, training and accountability.  Dr. Phil Maynard, director of 

the Church Leadership Training Institute will lead us to take the next steps 

toward becoming more like Jesus.  Together, we will learn how to move 

beyond a focus on membership to a focus on discipleship.  All are invited.   

 

Location: Advent United Methodist Church 

3945 Lexington Ave, Eagan MN.  55123 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mark Your Calendar! 

FAMILY TABLE VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION 

DINNER.  Save February 9 at 6:30 PM on your calendar. 

More details to come!    

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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DREAMING, DISCUSSION, DISCERNING; GOD’S PURPOSE 

FOR FRIDLEY UMC.   
Saturday, February 13, 9:00 AM – Noon. 

This will be our initial get together and Pastor Bob Brice will be the main 

presenter.  All are invited to attend the discussion. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
 

Battle of the Sexes BLOOD DRIVE 

2/29/16 (Leap Day)  1:00-6:00 PM 
 

As a friendly competition, this year’s blood drive will not only be looking 

to meet our blood collection goal but will also pit genders against each 

other for who has the most volunteers, fastest blood collection and most 

donors presenting to donate blood (whether they are accepted or not).  

Since it is always suggested that you wear comfortable clothes when you 

donate, feel free to wear workout clothes the day of the drive whether you 

are donating or volunteering.  More information will follow and if you 

have any questions feel free to email me or call.  Signup sheets will be 

outside the sanctuary a few weeks before. Our drive is now on the 

REDCROSSBLOOD.ORG site for those who wish to schedule their 

donation.    

Cheryl Dove Skluzacek 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Fridley United Methodist Women Schwan's Fundraiser continues. We 

will earn 5% of product sales during the annuity period ending April 17, 

2016.  We have earned $160.00 so far for our mission work; such as Ralph 

Reeder Food Shelf, SACA Food Shelf, Emma Norton Services, etc. 

Schwans-Cares.com, enter Campaign ID 24376.  Thank you for your support. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

     FRIDLEY UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 

TABITHA CIRCLE will be making blankets on 

Tuesday, February 2nd at 7:00 pm in the fellowship 

hall.  The blankets will be taken to Caring and Sharing 

Hands for distribution to their guests.   
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If this worthwhile project is of interest to you, please plan to bring your 

scissors and join us for an evening of fellowship and mission.  If you have 

questions, see Dawn Bushnell or Judy Ryan. 
 

NAOMI FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE will meet on February 12, 2016 at 9:30 

AM.  Devotions: Shirley Moore; Treats: Roberta Jones; Program: Char 

Swanson—Prayer and Self-Denial, we will be making Valentine’s Day 

cards for our homebound. 
 

RUTH CIRCLE will meet at the home of Carolyn Doyle on Tuesday, 

February 16 at 1:00 PM.  Co-hostess is Linda Paulsen, Jean Mills will 

provide the devotions, and Donna Wen will lead our program on our 

yearly pledge service, The Blessedness of Giving. 
 

UMW RETREAT – Notice date change! 

Saturday, February 20; 9:00 AM – 12:30 PM.  (Lunch is included.)   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

THANK YOU VOLUNTEER DRIVERS 

The following people delivered Meals On Wheels the week of Jan. 11 - 15. 

Four day driver:  Cheryl Skluzacek. 

Three day drivers:  Jack Robinson and Kerry Van Fleet.   

Two day drivers:  Carrol Rahn, and Mary Young with the help of Kathy 

Sinner one day and Jim Nenadich the other day.  

One day drivers:  Jody Lee, Jim & Diane Jachymowski, Chuck & Bonnie 

Ames, Bob & Lois Vojtech, Lee & Gaylene Switzer, Roger & Leone Olson, 

Gary Boyer, Norm & Dawn McCarthy, Jerry Robb, and Janet Fossum.   
 

Recently a Meals On Wheels Client called the office to say how much she 

appreciates the volunteers.  She went on to say that the highlight of her day, 

five days a week, is the knock on her door, the smiling face when she opens 

it, and the little visit she has with the driver.  I too, appreciate the people 

from F.U.M.C. who so willingly deliver meals when it is our churches 

week.  If you want to be part of this ministry, please call me.  I would love 

to add your name in my thank you.  The next week we deliver will be March 

14 - 18. Janet Fossum F.U.M.C. Meals On Wheels Coordinator 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

A tremendous thank you to all who sent cards, made calls, visited and 

prayed for Bob & I, and our families during this time of surgery and 

recovery. They brought us encouragement, comfort and healing. Praise the 

Lord!  Bob and Judy Schuldt               8 


