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Sunday, April 3  

11:11 AM   Education Time - Islam &  

                   Christianity 

The Education Committee and the Linking 

Faith and Life class are sponsoring a 

speaker on Islam and Christianity. The 

speaker is Zafar Saddiqui from the Islamic 

Resource Group. 

 

Saturday, April 16 

11:00 AM   UMW Salad Luncheon 

 

Saturday, April 23 

9:00 AM    UMW Spring Gathering at  

                   Hamline UMC 

 

Monday, April 25 

Labyrinth 

1:30 – 3:00 and 6:00 – 8:00 PM 

 

Tuesday, April 26 

Labyrinth 

1:30 – 3:00 and 6:00 – 8:00 PM 

 

Wednesday, April 27 

Labyrinth 

11:00 – 12:30; 1:30 – 3:00 and  

6:00– 8:00 PM 

 

 

 

Prayer Chain Information 

Call to share your joys  

and concerns 

Mary Young:  

763-571-8807 

Jinny Erickson:  

763-561-0237 

National United Methodist 

Prayer Chain: 

1-800-251-2468 
 



PASTOR WAYNE’S WORLD  
 

Easter greetings to the Easter People called Fridley UMC, 
 

 Some of you might remember the Christmas Eve 

bulletin cover of a heavily staged and orchestrated nativity scene.  There 

was only one unruly figure in the artwork; a faded braying donkey in the 

background who was not staying on the sterile script. 
 

 In my Lenten contemplations, I have come across a Palm Sunday 

donkey through the writings of G.K. Chesterton. 
 

The Donkey 

BY G. K. CHESTERTON 

When fishes flew and forests walked 

And figs grew upon thorn, 

Some moment when the moon was blood 

Then surely I was born. 
 

With monstrous head and sickening cry 

And ears like errant wings, 

The devil’s walking parody 

On all four-footed things. 
 

The tattered outlaw of the earth, 

Of ancient crooked will; 

Starve, scourge, deride me: I am dumb, 

I keep my secret still. 
 

Fools! For I also had my hour; 

One far fierce hour and sweet: 

There was a shout about my ears, 

And palms before my feet. 
 

Chesterton appears to say that the strange, awkward and humblest of 

creatures find their highest nobility and worth when close to Jesus. 

Blessings, Pastor Wayne 

 

CARING MINISTRIES 
 

Dates for Stephen Ministers: 
 

April 26:    7:00pm  Mindful Meditation 

 
                                                    2 
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                EDUCATION            .  
 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 11:11 AM, EDUCATION FOR ALL 
 

Nursery care is available during the worship 

service for children up to age 3.  Other children are 

welcome to attend worship with their family.  

Children’s supplies (crayons and coloring pages) 

can be found just outside the back sanctuary doors. 
 

During the Education Hour, classes are available for all ages.  This is a 

wonderful family opportunity.  Sunday School starts 11:11 AM and ends 

at noon.  Nursery care is available. 

Classes include: 

   Pre-school for 3 years of age through Kindergarten 

   Elementary class for grades 1– 4 

   Youth class for grades 5-8, led by Pastor Bob 

   Study of Romans, led by Pastor Wayne 

   Faith and Life, led by JoEllen and Bill Ambrose and Kate Smith-

Sheeder 

   Bible study, led by Bill Ekstrum 
 

Linking Faith and Life class is a learning opportunity to explore current 

life topics from a faith perspective.  We seek to grow in our personal faith 

grounded in our United Methodist traditions.  We meet upstairs in the 

Sunday School room.  Each week is a new topic with a respectful 

conversation weekly!  Bill and JoEllen Ambrose and Kate Smith-Sheeder  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

All are welcome to join the adult Bible study class that meets in the far 

corner of Fellowship Hall.  The lessons are based on the Common 

Lectionary.  Each lesson involves reflection and discussion about the 

meaning of the Biblical passages and how they relate to us and our lives as 

Christians in today’s world.  Bill Ekstrum 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Elementary Age Sunday school grades 1-4:  Sunday school will be held 

following church until noon in the Shalom room, next to the supply room 

upstairs.  Lessons will be age appropriate and follow the Deep Blue Kids 

curriculum from Cokesbury.  Everyone is welcome.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

IGNITE: Pastor Bob is teaching a class for 5th-8th grade students. They 

meet in the Media/Computer. This class focuses on exploring the basics of 

the Christian faith by engaging in one another’s lives and seeing how 

Christ is at work in our relationships with Him, with each other, and with 

the world around us. Questions?  Please email bob.brice@fridleyumc.org.  
3 
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WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY at 9:30 AM.  We have just 

completed a thorough examination of Ephesians and now we are off to 

explore First and Second Peter. May the Word of Christ dwell in us richly.  

Come, grow with your sisters and brothers to be disciples for the 

transformation of the world. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Calling all High Schoolers to hang with Pastor Wayne on 

April 24, from 12:15 – 1:30 PM.   
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MEN'S BIBLE STUDY 
They meet every Friday morning at 6:30 AM at Keys Cafe on the east side 

of University Avenue NE in Spring Lake Park.  They eat breakfast and 

take turns leading that week's lesson, guiding them 

through a reading of scripture, story and discussion.  

They share prayer concerns.  The Bible study text used is 

The New International Lesson Annual.  All men are 

welcome.  For more info. contact Roger Olson. 

 

                MISSIONS            .  
 

April Mission – The Dignity Center 
 

Our mission focus for April is The Dignity Center, an outreach ministry of 

Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church.  The Dignity Center provides 

services to people who are homeless and/or living in poverty by helping 

them to become self-sufficient.  The Dignity Center supports individuals 

on a path to stabilization through services that can range from information 

and referrals to resources, coaching and basic skills training – helping 

individuals find employment; housing, medical care and referrals to 

outside agencies.  The Dignity Center meets with individuals periodically 

as they work through their plan and also provides going support (e.g. bus 

fare for transportation to a job interview, etc.).  Please consider making a 

donation to The Dignity Center.  You can use the envelopes in the pew 

racks - make checks payable to FUMC and write “Missions” in the memo 

line.  Thank you for your generous support! 
 

 
 

LOAVES & FISHES 

Site is in Coon Rapids, at the Salvation Army Harvest Corps, 10347 Ibis 

St. NW. Our team volunteers on the 2nd Monday of each month to serve 

the free evening meal for those in need. We meet in the FUMC parking  
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lot, leaving at 4:45 PM and return around 7:00 PM. We car pool or you 

can drive to the site.  Please sign up on the Mission Bulletin Board. Next 

date is April 11, 2016. Thanks, Pat Brown, Coordinator 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
2015 MISSION COMMISSION FINANCIAL REPORT 

(December 2014 through November 2015) 

MONTHLY MISSIONS  $17, 798 

The Graners-Missionaries  

Habitat for Humanity 

Dec. 

 

2500 

1000 

Simpson Housing Jan. 1562 

MN Food Share Feb./March 2859 

Meals on Wheels  1300 

Hope 4 Youth April 644 

Conference Love Offering May 1337 

Loaves & Fishes June 713 

Emma Norton July 978 

Feed My Starving Children August 651 

Family Table September 1918 

UMCOR Midwest Center October 909 

Aids to Refugees in Europe November 1427 
   

SPECIAL SUNDAY OFFERINGS  $775 

Human Relations Jan. 183 

One Great Hour of Sharing March 260 

Native Americans April 181 

World Wide Communion October 151 
   

TOTAL MONETARY GIVING  $18,573 
 

This outreach has helped many children, families, and individuals locally, 

throughout Minnesota, and around the world, thank you!  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Focus on Greeters and Security at Family Table 

The greeting and security team are the people on the front lines for 

hospitality, and safety for people and the building for Family Table.  They 

welcome guests after unlocking our doors, answer questions, and keep a 

peaceful line.  We like to have two people at the steps going up to the 

fellowship hall waiting for the signal that all is ready upstairs, one or two at 

the doors, and one on the ramp possibly helping people with wheelchairs or 

walkers.  Security people observe how guests behave and keep them out of 

other areas of the church.  They also monitor the playground, which cannot 

be used without an adult present.  We try to make Family Table a safe and 

welcoming time together.  Bob Schuldt, the contact for Greeters and 

Security for Family Table, likes to say, “A stranger is a friend I haven’t met 

yet.”  The April Family Table meal is April 23rd.   
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                CHURCH ALBUM            .  
 

Our thoughts and prayers go to the Marion (Crabtree) 

Zeddies family.  Marion, age 95, died January 18, 

2016.  Marion and her husband Howard Crabtree 

were charter members of FUMC.  Marion was the 

last living charter member of FUMC.  Private interment was held. 

 

                              55+                         .  
 

55+ SINGLES BREAKFAST!   

55+ folks, join us on for breakfast at Perkins at 7520 University Ave in 

Fridley, every first Monday at 9:30 AM.  This is just a social time – come, 

relax and enjoy the company of FUMC friends.  You order what you want, 

and pay your own bill!    
 

EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
 

UMW SALAD LUNCHEON 
 

Save the Date!  Come listen to the "Soothing Sounds of 

Spring".  The Fridley United Methodist Women are having 

their Spring Salad Luncheon on Saturday, April 16, 2016 

at 11:00 AM.  Come listen to Charlie Lucas sing songs of 

the 60's and 70's and enjoy scrumptious salads and bars.  Tickets are $15 

and will be sold on Sunday, April 3rd and Sunday, April 10th.  Tickets 

will also be sold during the week in the church office (by check only).   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MINDFUL MEDITATION: April 25-27, 2016 
 

(Mindfulness means paying attention in a particular way, on purpose, in 

the present moment..... non-judgmentally.) 
 

You may have noticed FUMC is becoming more spirit led. In keeping 

with that, we are giving you a golden opportunity to set aside some time 

for Mindful Mediation on April 25-27.  It is a time to celebrate the peace 

and gifts of life as well as wrestle with the challenges and struggles of 

life– a time to talk with God.  

Where do you do that? In the sanctuary? A quiet place at home? During 

worship? At Bible Study? At a gathering of faith friends? What meditation 

aids do you use? A Bible, music, a devotional, a labyrinth?  
 

April 25-27, there will be a quiet meditation area in the fellowship hall on 

the parking lot side of the room… a place to sit comfortably.  
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Rev. Cindi Mckee has written a guide for us to learn and experience 

possible meditation activities that you can choose from. Also, there will be 

Bibles, prayer beads, prayer cards, finger labyrinths and two walking 

labyrinths (with directions). 
 

Helpers will be available these times to welcome you to Mindful 

Meditation, to show informational videos, or answer questions. 
 

Monday  1:30-3:00 PM  6:00-8:00 PM 

Tuesday  1:30-3:00 PM  6:00-8:00 PM 

Wednesday 11:00-12:30 PM 1:30-3:00 PM  6:00-8:00 PM 
 

Morning Glory Labyrinth 

– Suitable for personal use, 1-2 persons 

– 8’x 9’ -  3-circuit cretan design 

– Petite, delicate and enchanting floral design 

– A Chartes labyrinth will also be available 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Hello Ladies:  Ladies of all ages (and denominations) are invited to 

attend Women United, Coming Together 2016 spring event at The 

Landscape Arboretum Saturday May 7, from 9:00-1:00. Our guest 

speaker will be Lyndalou Sorenson. Lyndalou is a missionary, mother of 7 

and is deaf. She and her husband Mark have lived in 4 different countries 

and have an amazing, vibrant ministry to the deaf. Come and hear her story 

and listen to her special message for Mothers and Daughters.  Flyers are 

available at the name tag stations or online by visiting Women United 

at www.wu-mn.org.  Questions please call Holly Swanson.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Spring 2016 LEAFs (Life Enrichment Adult Forums)  

These are ecumenical adult education classes. Enrollment and 

participation is open to anyone. They provide opportunity to adults to 

enjoy lifelong learning, creative experience and interfaith fellowship.  

Time: 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

Dates: Mondays – April 4th and April 18th – May 2nd and May 16th 

Places:  Abiding Savior Lutheran Church - April 4th and April 18th 

 Christ the King Lutheran Church – May 2nd and May 16th 

For further information and brochures, call Ron Seekamp at 763-571-7821 

or call St. Philip’s Church at 763-571-1500. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

     FRIDLEY UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 

NAOMI FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE will meet on April 8, 2016 at 9:30 

AM.  Devotions; Marilynn Forsberg, treats; Jo Peterson, program; Char 

Swanson.                                              7 

UMW NEWS 

http://www.wu-mn.org/


RUTH CIRCLE will meet at the Church Lounge on April 19th at 1:00 

PM.  Peggy Mahle is hosting us with the help of Nan Galaway (if she is 

able).  We will be “Sharing our UMW Stories” as we recall what our time 

in UMW has meant to each of us over the years. We will have an 

interesting time together! 
 

Spring Gathering for Twin Cities District will be held on Saturday, 

April 23rd at Hamline Umc. Our speaker will be Rev. Rachel Warner 

whose topic is “I’d Rather be Happy”. Details will be on the UMW Board 

by April 1st.  Registration is at 8:45 AM.  Forms available soon.  We will 

meet at church at 8:00 AM for those who want to carpool to Hamline. 

Cost is $10.00 which includes lunch. 
 

 

 
     Thank you all for your love and support through prayers, cards, hugs, and 

memorials given to us and our family following the death of our son, Tim, 

as well as all who attended his memorial service. A special thank you to 

Pastor Wayne for his time spent at the hospital with us and for his 

comforting words.  Thank you also to the United Methodist Women for 

serving the lunch and all the hard work that goes with it.  Everything was so 

very much appreciated.  A special thank you to Eileen Miller and Maggie 

Sonsteby for their beautiful music and to Gene Koll for reading scripture. 

     What a wonderful group of people known as Fridley United Methodist 

Church!  With deep gratitude, Donna and Marlin Munter and family 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH to everyone who assisted us with Marilyn 

Bonner's Memorial Lunch on Thursday, February 25th by contributing food, 

or helping with setup, serving, cleanup, reset and tablecloth laundering.  We 

couldn't have done it without you!    

Leone, Jinny & The FUMW Funeral Reception Committee 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Dear FUMC Family, 

A huge THANK YOU for all of the kind words, prayers, hugs, cards and 

flowers.  Your support following the death of my mother, Esther Davidson, 

was incredible!  To those of you, including Pastor Wayne, who took time on 

a Sunday afternoon to attend her memorial service in Rosemount, a special 

“thank you.”  You are the love of Jesus Christ in action! 

Margaret and Bill Ekstrum 
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A BIG THANK YOU! to everyone who assisted us with Tim Munter's 

Memorial Lunch on Saturday, March 5th by contributing food or helping 

with setup, serving, cleanup, reset and tablecloth laundering.   We have been 

calling on you for help a lot lately and we appreciate your able and willing 

assistance.  God is Good!   

Leone, Jinny & The FUMW Funeral Reception Committee 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A special “thank you” to all the men and women who helped with the 

February Women’s Retreat.  From set-up to clean-up and everything in 

between.  It took many people to make this retreat a reality.  Also, a huge 

thank you to those who stayed to tie blankets.  Thank you all for your help. 

Many blessings,  

FUMC Retreat Committee 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Fridley UMC, 

Thank you so much for your continued dedication to the people we serve at 

Emma Norton.  Thank you for your gift of $978.00 received on 12/31/2015.  

Because of you 50 women and 13 families have a safe, affordable place to 

call home tonight. 

Sincerely,  

Tony Brownlow, Executive Director at Emma Norton Services 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

On behalf of our father, Maury "Smitty" Smith, we want to thank the loving 

and caring Fridley UMC family for the wonderful 100th birthday 

celebration on March 13th. Thank you to Pastor Wayne for his special 

attention, to all of those who honored him with the cake and coffee party, 

and to Shawn for the beautiful prayer shawl.  We are so grateful Dad has 

chosen Fridley UMC as his church home.   

With thanks from Smitty's family. 
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