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FROM THE 

PASTOR’S DESK 
 

WAITING 
 
Galatians 5:22-23 
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  
 
Did you catch that fourth fruit?  Patience!  I don’t know about 
you, but these days I’m finding patience a difficult 
undertaking.  I’ll be perfectly candid, patience has never 
been a strong trait of mine. Just ask Bruce.  Now, though, 
my patience is running exceptionally thin.  I’m tired of 
waiting.  I long for this pandemic to be over and for life to 
return to normal.  
 
Humans aren’t keen on sitting and waiting.  We like to go 
and do and see.  So, being “locked in” due to COVID-19 has 
been tough on all of us and a real test of our patience.  Yet, 
as my patience is tested, I think about the stories of God’s 
people waiting for his promises and how God always 
remains faithful to his Word.   
 
Abraham and Sarah waited for a promised heir until Sarah 
was an old woman and had all but given up hope of having 
a son.  The Israelites would wait hundreds of years before 
finally entering the promised land.  The woman who had 
spent all her money on doctors to cure her bleeding suffered 
12 years before Jesus healed her.  They waited and 
endured.  
 
One of my favorite children’s books is Mo Willems’, Waiting 
Is Not Easy.  Piggie has a special surprise for Gerald, the 
elephant, but Gerald must wait for the surprise.  Gerald can’t 
stand all the waiting, loses his patience, and has a bit of a 
childish outburst.  Finally, it is time for the surprise and it is 
so wonderful that Gerald proclaims, “This was worth the 
wait.” 
 
Waiting is not easy, but God is with us in the waiting.  His 
promises are true.  I pray that during this hardship you spend 
so much time in the presence of Jesus that when you 
emerge you will proclaim, “This was worth the wait!” 
 
Romans 12:12 - Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, 
persevere in prayer. 
 
 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you, 
 
Pastor Tammy 
 

GUIDELINES FOR WHEN WE BEGIN IN-PERSON 

WORSHIP ON JUNE 7, 2020 
 

The following guidelines for in-person worship have been 
put in place to help us provide everyone with a reasonably 
safe environment for us to gather.  We realize there is 
always risk involved when it comes to COVID-19, that 
everyone has personal responsibility for their own risk 
management, and that we can’t meet everyone’s 
expectations for in-person worship guidelines.   However, 
we hope that the following parameters help you feel safe 
enough to join us for in-person worship.  If not, then we hope 
you will join our online worship services until you feel safe 
and comfortable returning to in-person worship. 
 

Guidelines for In-Person Worship 
 
Before and after you enter the worship spaces 
 

● All worship and gathering spaces will be 

appropriately clean and sanitized for when you 

come to worship.   

● However, we ask that everyone use their own 

discretion about returning to in-person worship 

with us.  We long to see you, but we also do 

not want you to risk your health and safety if 

you have concerns. 

● If you are showing new or worsening signs or 

symptoms of COVID-19 please stay home 

until you are well.  Signs and symptoms 

include: 

○ Cough, shortness of breath or 

difficulty breathing, chills, repeated 

shaking with chills, muscle pain, 

headache, sore throat, loss of taste or 

smell, diarrhea, feeling feverish or a 

measured temperature greater than 

or equal to 100.0 degrees Fahrenheit, 

known close contact with a person 

who is lab confirmed to have COVID-

19. 

● We will continue to use Facebook and 

YouTube to provide our worship services 

online for those joining us from home. 
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As you enter the worship spaces 
 

● For the 9:00 am Encounter service we ask that 

you park around the Family Life Center and 

only use the main Family Life Center double 

doors on Rather Street.   

● For the 11:00 am Traditional service we ask 

that you park in the main parking lot and only 

use the main double doors entrance on Cain 

Street. 

● All other entrance doors will remain locked.  

This will help us with the sanitization of hands 

and spaces. 

● Hand sanitizer will be at each entrance to our 

worship spaces and you will be asked to use it 

as you enter and leave. 

● There will be no handouts such as bulletins or 

announcement sheets to minimize touched 

surfaces. 

● Name tags will not be used or available in the 

racks. 

● We will not have ushers or greeters. 

● We will keep front doors to buildings propped 

open as weather permits.  Otherwise we will 

have a designated person to open and close 

doors as people enter and leave. 

 
During the worship services 
 

● We ask that family groups maintain 6 feet of 

social distance from other family groups.  

Many of us want to hug someone’s neck or 

shake someone’s hands.  We understand this, 

however, we are asking everyone to refrain 

from such contact at this time. 

● To limit the number of touched surfaces, we 

will not pass the offering plates/buckets. 

● Offering boxes/baskets will be placed at 

entrances.  Please drop off your tithes and 

offerings as you enter or leave the worship 

service. 

● In the sanctuary, you are asked to sit in every 

other pew.  Pews will be marked as to which 

are available for seating.  We ask family 

groups to provide at least 2 seats between 

themselves and another family group on a 

pew. 

● In the Family Life Center, we will spread the 

chairs out to allow for social distancing.  We 

ask family groups to provide at least 2 seats 

between themselves and another family group 

on each row. 

● We will not have a “regular” greeting time or 

registration time as part of the service. 

○ Registration books will be removed. 

○ Greeting time will involve everyone 

staying in their seats and offering 

words of greeting and waving to their 

neighbor. 

● Children will remain in their seats with their 

families for Children’s Time.   

● Communion will be done with individually 

wrapped Fellowship Cups.  

● We will be dismissed in sections to avoid large 

groups of persons in the sanctuary foyer and 

FLC front room and you will be asked to leave 

the building immediately to help us maintain 

social distancing as we exit. 

 
Also for your safety 
 

● There will be no nursery available for the 

congregation until further notice.   

● We are not requiring masks, but if you would 

feel more comfortable wearing one, please 

feel free to do so. Please bring your own mask 

from home. 

● Respect each other’s need for social 

distancing.  Everyone’s level of concern is 

different.   

● There will be no coffee or donuts provided until 

further notice. 

● We will continue to do Sunday school via 

Zoom and YouTube recordings at this time 

since we do not have the means to maintain 

appropriate social distancing in the majority of 

our Sunday school rooms. In other words, we 

will not have a regular Sunday school hour and 

fellowship time until further notice. 

● Kids activity bags will not be available during 

worship at this time.  Parents are encouraged 

to bring their own coloring and activity items 

from home. 

 
In regards to groups using the building during the 
week 
 

● During the month of June, we will not have 

groups use the facilities.  Part of the reason for 

this is that we are currently without a janitor 

and we cannot adequately disinfect spaces 

that will be used by groups during the week. 
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STUDENT MINISTRIES  
 

SUMMER 2020 UPDATES: 
 

 
 
Due to the outbreak of COVID-19, our summer 2020 plans 
are going to look a little different. Many of you have probably 
already heard that Lakeview has canceled camps for the 
summer. Summit (Jr. High Mission) has canceled for the 
summer and U.M. ARMY (Sr. High Mission) has decided to 
take alternate routes to their normal camp model for the 
summer. I know this isn’t an ideal situation or how you 
wanted your summer to go. Just know that I am actively 
looking into special events and opportunities to for us to 
have a summer full of fun and fellowship! This includes a 
mission opportunity! 
 
~Patrick  
 

OTHER NEWS 
 

THOUGHTS OF A LAYMAN 
 
When our son was a teenager, I worked with a man who was 
an avid crappie fisherman, who fished every chance he had. 
He knew when, where, and how deep they were running, 
and always came home with a cooler full. He invited me to 
bring my son and go with him, so, on a Friday after work he 
came by with his boat and off we went. About dusk we put 
in and headed across the lake to where the tops of some tall 
trees just stuck out of the water. He said they would be 
running deep around those trees. At dark, we dropped our 
lines. 
 
We had neglected to check a weather forecast for the area 
and Just as we got settled in, the wind began to blow until 
the lake was really white capping. We reeled in, untied the 
boat and headed for shore. Our course was strait into the 

wind with waves coming over the windshield. Before long 
there was enough water in the boat that the gas tanks were 
floating.  In the pitch-black night, we could make out a lone 
yellow bulb burning on shore and we kept straight for it. We 
reached a cove and found shelter from the wind before the 
boat was swamped. We were safe in the cove but there was 
no sleep that night as the rain poured. At daylight, we were 
only about a hundred yards from the marina where we had 
put in. I had fully expected the boat to sink. We had our life 
jackets and could have hung onto one another and probably 
been blown back into the tree tops or at worst the far shore. 
In the daylight, someone would have found us. 
 
Matthew 8:26 He got up and gave orders to the winds and 
the lake, and there was a great calm. 
 
Christ is our life jacket and in the church, we can hang onto 
one another. 

 
 “Lord, we look to you in all the storms of life.” AMEN 
 
 
 
 
 

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES 
 
The Vine deadline is Monday, June 15 for July newsletter.  
Email articles to bullardfumc@bullardfumc.org 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES FOR JUNE 
 

1 Stephen Foose 
David Thrasher 

2 Brent & Erin Ricks 
3 Charlie & Pam Morton 
4 Barbara Gotcher 
6 Eli Hand 
 Colton Willis 
7 Pam Martin 
8 Read Blakeney 
9 Rich & Susan Paddack 
11 Theresa Sheldon 
12 Jason & Shanan Jones 
 Alice Simpson 
14 Mark & Mary Ann Brandon 
 Dr. Meril Taylor 
15 Gloria Jones 
16 Brynn Allen 
17 Kerry Baham 

Ron & Pam Martin 
 18 Kimberly Brasher 

19 Andy & Amber Alexander 
 Robert Boren 
20 Rhyse Jones 
 Rylee Jones 

Aniston Wirzberg 

mailto:bullardfumc@bullardfumc.org
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22 Lloyd Aulie 
Braxton Burns 
Judy Carroll 

 Josh & Brandi Lamberth 
 Violet Morris 
 Sarah Summers 
24 Bill & Lois Evans 
 John Faulkinberry 
27 Aubrey Brandon 
 Campbell Pawlak 
28 Sharon Starwalt 
29 Bill Cox 
30 Patty Foose 
 Coral Hand 

 

OUR PRAYERS 
 
Our Homebound - Side Line Saints - Members & Friends: 
 

Tommie Aulie 
Ruby Cables 

Velma Carson 
Avis Halbert 
Steve Kimble 

Mack & Helen Musick 
Quentin & Norma Ott 

JoAnn Smith 
Doris Smith 

Emilie Stroble 
Ron & Dana Swanson 

Jean Weatherly 
 
Active Military Personnel:   
Benjamin Barbour, Jessica Roper, Tyler Scarborough, 
Commander (P) Victor B. Sheldon and his wife Commander 
(P) Katy Sheldon, Grant Troxell and others 
 

OUR GIFTS 
 
Financial Results for April 2020: 
 
              April             Year-to-date 
Contributions (Actual) $  39,069.88   $ 186,723.00 
Contributions (Budgeted) $  39,983.00     $ 196,692.00 
Expenses (Actual) $  41,317.19   $ 165,667.18 
Expenses (Budgeted) $  43,107.00   $ 174,153.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACT US 
 

If you would like to know more about how to become 
a member of Bullard First United Methodist Church, 

contact Rev. David Brasher at (903) 894-6762 or 
david@bullardfumc.org 

 
Bullard FUMC  
P.O. Box 152 

204 S. Rather Street 
Bullard, TX  75757 

 
Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 
  

903.894.6762 (office) 
903.894.3245 (fax) 

 
Office: bullardfumc@bullardfumc.org 
Pastor David: david@bullardfumc.org 

Pastor Tammy: tammy@bullardfumc.org 
 

Our Mission is to Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the Transformation of the World. 

 
All members of the church are ministers of the Gospel,  
equipped for sharing the grace of God with the assistance 
of: 
 
CLERGY 
Senior Pastor, Rev. David Brasher 
Associate Pastor, Rev. Tammy Woodard 
 
PROGRAM 
Student Ministries Director, Patrick Foster 
Children’s Director, Deirdre Leung 
 
WORSHIP 
Director of Traditional Music, Robert Boren 
Encounter Worship Leader, David Thrasher 
Pianist, Kerry Baham 
 
SUPPORT 
Administrative Assistant, Venus Burns 
Financial Secretary, Patti Maxwell 
Nursery Supervisor, Kimberly Brasher 
 
DISTRICT/CONFERENCE 
District Superintendent, Rev. Marlin Fenn 
Bishop, Rev. Dr. Scott Jones 
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