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FROM THE 

PASTOR’S DESK 
 
Sunday, December 1, is the first 
Sunday in Advent and also the 
beginning of the Christian year. 

Advent kicks it all off for us. We begin by preparing 
ourselves to welcome the Christ child, Jesus, as he is born 
in a stable in Bethlehem and laid in the humble manger. 
What better way to begin the Christian year than with the 
birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.   
 
Yet, Jesus’ birth is not the end of the story. Luke 2:52 tells 
us that, “Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor 
with God and man.” At the age of 30, he began his earthly 
ministry, and for three years taught with authority, healed 
many, and performed great miracles. At the end of his 
three years of ministry, Jesus then faced his toughest trial. 
Innocent though he was, he suffered greatly at the hands 
of his accusers and was put to death by crucifixion. But 
even that is not the end of the story. Three days later, 
Jesus’ followers discovered the empty tomb and met the 
risen Christ, who had conquered both sin and death.   
 
Each year, during Advent, as I think about the tiny baby 
born in a manger, I also think about how that baby would 
one day teach large crowds, heal the sick, and feed 
thousands as well as bear a cross for me. The stories of 
the life of Christ are essential for us to remember and 
meditate on over and over again. 
 
In light of this, I am challenging every one of you to read 
with me through the gospel of Luke during the season of 
Advent, which lasts from December 1 through 24. This 
works out well because there are 24 chapters in the gospel 
of Luke. So, what that means is that we’ll be reading one 
chapter of Luke a day during Advent and will complete it on 
Christmas Eve. 
 
I believe this spiritual discipline of reading Luke’s gospel 
together will help bring us closer together as a church 
family as well as connect ourselves closer to Christ in 
preparation for celebrating Jesus’ birth at Christmas. 
Please make every effort to join me in this spiritual practice 
during Advent. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
 
DAVID BRASHER 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 
 

We will be Hanging the Greens on 
Saturday, November 30 at 2:30 
p.m.   Please join us for fellowship 
as we get the Sanctuary ready for 
the Advent and Christmas season.   
Look forward to seeing you then. 
 

 

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS 
 

 
 
Instead of our normal monthly Mission Barrel project, in 
December we will once again offer a charitable shopping 
opportunities. 
 
What is Alternative Christmas?   
Most of us have way too much stuff, and really do not need 
or want to get more stuff for Christmas, but we all want to 
give something. This program helps us give gifts that have 
an eternal impact by giving to charities that help others in 
honor of the person on your gift list. 
 
How does it work? 
Give meaningful gifts that make a difference in the lives of 
God’s children. Give a gift of hope in honor of a friend, 
family member, teacher, co-worker or anyone else on your 
list. You will receive a Christmas Card that explains the 
program you have chosen on their behalf. Each gift is tax-
deductible. Skip the crowded mall and choose gifts that 
transform lives!  The charities offered this year are The 
Mission House and Mission Clinic; For The Silent; and the 
Methodist Children’s Home. 
 
When and where can we buy gifts? 
Sundays from 8:45 am-noon on December 1, 8, & 15 in the 
FLC or Harper Hall. 
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CHILDREN’S CHOIR CHRISTMAS MUSICAL 
 
BFUMC Children’s Choir will be performing on December 1 
in both Worship Services:  Encounter at 9:00 am (FLC) and 
Traditional at 11:00 am (Sanctuary). 
 

POINSETTIAS 
Don’t forget to order your Christmas poinsettias in honor or 
memory of a loved one.  The plants will be placed in the 
sanctuary during Advent and then you may take your poinsettias 
home.  Order with the form available in the foyer or conveniently 
and securely online through our website.  Cost is $8 each or 2 for 
$15.  Deadline is Tuesday, December 10. 

 

BULLARD CHRISTMAS PARADE 
 
Please walk with us in the Bullard Christmas parade 
Monday, December 2. The parade starts at 6:00 pm; we 
will need to be at the primary school parking lot between 
5:00 – 5:30 pm to be ready. Please help us pass out 
invitations to our church and let others know they are 
welcome here this Christmas! If you can participate please 
let Deirdre know (903) 343-2857. 
 

SNOWBALLS, SNACKS AND SANTA 
 

Sunday, December 15 
3:00 – 4:30 pm 

in the FLC 
 
Join us for Christmas 
winter land games, 
snacks, Christmas carols, 

crafts, a visit with Santa, and reading the Christmas story 
together! If you can help with this event please contact 
Deirdre at (903) 343-2857. 
 

CHANCEL CHRISTMAS CANTATA 
 
Christmas, for most, is a time of celebration and joy. It is 
marked by family gatherings with big meals and 
celebrations. It is a time for the creation of many formative 
and life-long memories. For some, however, those happy 
memories of the past become memories of loss and 
remembrance. Christmas, steeped in family traditions and 
fellowship, make apparent those family members who are 
no longer with us. 
 
On Sunday, December 15 at 6:30 pm, the Chancel Choir 
will be presenting a cantata of healing and resolution called 
“The Longest Night” by Joseph M. Martin. This 
introspective work is intended to be a worship experience 
of encouragement for those going through times of sorrow 
and grief during the holidays. Inspired by the solstice, 
winter’s longest night, this service of music, scripture and 
prayer brings light into the darkness and offers hope to 

those in deepest need or who have experienced great loss 
during the holidays. 
 
We hope that you all will join us for a cantata that speaks 
about Ged’s comfort in times of grief, healing in times of 
pain, and peace in tumultuous times. 
 
Psalm 20:1-5 
 
1  May the Lord answer you when you are in distress; 
    may the name of the God of Jacob protect you. 
 
2  May he send you help from the sanctuary 
    and grant you support from Zion. 
 
3  May he remember all your sacrifices 
    and accept your burnt offerings. 
 
4  May he give you the desire of your heart 
    and make all your plans succeed. 
 
5  May we shout for joy over your victory 
    and lift up our banners in the name of our God. 
 
Robert Boren 
Director of Traditional Music 
 

BFUMC CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES TIMES 
 
Kid Friendly Christmas Eve Service at 5:00 pm 
 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 6:30 pm 
 

POTLUCK DINNER 
 
No Church-wide Dinner for the month of December. The 
dinners will resume on Wednesday, January 8, 2020 6:00 
pm in the Family Life Center. Covered Dish nights are a 
great way to get to know other church members and have 
a great time of fellowship and food.  See you there! 
 
The full church calendar can be viewed on our website at 
http://bullardfumc.org/calendar-2 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
 
Thank you to everyone who supported the Children’s 
Ministry bake sale! Thanks to the kids hard (and a few 
adults) work, and those of you who shopped with us we 
raised $912 for our Holiday of Hope mission project. We 
were able to purchase gifts for several children currently in 
foster care who are receiving services at the Children’s 
Advocacy Center. It was so much fun to watch our kids get 
excited about helping other kids have a nice Christmas. 
 

http://bullardfumc.org/calendar-2
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In the month of December all families with kids aged 0-6
th
 

grade are challenged to participate in an Advent reading of 
the Jesus Storybook Bible! At church on Sunday 
December 1 we will give every family a Storybook Bible 
and a reading guide with tree ornaments to place on your 
tree every day which will remind us what Christmas is all 
about. Please take a few minutes every day to read 
together and celebrate the true meaning of Christmas!  
 
Snowballs, Snacks, and Santa is just around the corner on 
December 15! If you are able to help out with snacks, or 
crafts or ANYTHING please let me know! We need 

helpers😊 

 
Blessings and Peace,  
Deirdre 
(903) 343-2857 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
In the month of December: 
Pre-K & K will be taught by Erin Ricks 
1

st
, 2

nd
 & 3

rd
 will be taught by Jill Siler & Jade Morris 

4
th 

- 5
th
 by Deirdre Leung  

 
Please bring your friends and join us every Sunday 
morning for adventures into the Word of God! 
 
Sunday school teachers are still needed for substitute 
teaching. Please also consider a one month commitment to 
teaching one of our classes! The kids will benefit 
from learning from you and you will be blessed by them as 
well! 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME DURING WORSHIP 
 

 
 

COMBINED SERVICE - NOVEMBER 17 
 

 

STUDENT MINISTRIES 
 

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 

Saturday, 
December 14 

6:00 – 7:00 pm 
 

The youth will be having 
their annual Christmas party! 
We will be having dinner & 
doing cookie decorating! We 
will be having our Christmas 
Party @ the Blakeney’s 
where there will be food, 

fellowships, fun, & Cookie Decorating! Let Patrick know if 
you plan to be there so that we can have enough cookie 
decorating supplies and dinner!  

 
SMALL GROUP LEADERS NEEDED! 

 

Sunday Nights 
5:00 – 7:00 pm 

 
The youth meet in 2 
small groups. These 
small groups will meet at 
the same time.  We need 
one or two individuals for 
each group who are 

willing to lead 3-5 week studies. If you are interested in 
being a small group leader or would like some more 
information please contact Patrick by text (903) 363-8070 
or by email patrick@bullardfumc.org 
 

YOUTH DINNERS 
 
For the first time ever, we are completely covered through 
Christmas! So now we are looking for next semester! We 
typically have 10-15 students and adults each week. 
Dinner is served at 5:15pm.  If you would like to provide a 
dinner please contact Patrick by text (903) 363-8070 or 
email patrick@bullardfumc.org. Or you may contact 
Jennifer Blakeney by email: jenn_blakeney@hotmail.com 
 
Dates Still Available: 

 January: 12,19 and 26 

 February: 2,9,16 and 23 

 March: 1, 22 and 29 
 
 
 
 

mailto:patrick@bullardfumc.org
mailto:patrick@bullardfumc.org
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OTHER NEWS 
 

USHERS FOR DECEMBER 
 
Justin & Jade Morris 
Neal & Becky Thompson 
 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 
 
The next meeting of the United Methodist Men will be on 
January 28, 2020 at the Whataburger in Bullard. All the 
men of the church are invited to join us for food, fellowship 
and ministry. 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN                           
 
I can't write the Newsletter for the month 
without reminiscing a little about our November 
meeting.  There were 11 of us present, and we were so 
blessed with our lesson, plus everyone participated, and 
that made it all the more meaningful.  Maybe you can come 
Wednesday, December 4 at 10:00 a.m. and join us for a 
luncheon at The Hidden Gardens in Bullard afterwards.   
 
Another project we did for the whole month of November 
was bringing socks for Men, Women, Boys and Girls.  We 
collected 243 pairs of socks and delivered them to the 
Highway 80 Mission.  This was a UMW project.  As an 
aside about this project; while one of the ladies was buying 
socks, a clerk at The Dollar General Store, asked where 
we were taking them and when informed said "Do you think 
they could use blankets and pillows too".  She had cleared 
out her Mom's home and had several she could 
donate.  Gloria Jones picked them up and delivered them 
too.  
 
Our second study of The Twelve Disciples is Simon Peter, 
page 13 in our study book.  The scripture is Mark 1:16-20; 
8:27-38.  Linda Pierce has the Opening Prayer and 
Devotional. 
 
This month happens to be our favorite of the year!  We will 
be honoring our Sideline Saints with personal visits, and 
taking them a few tokens of our love in their Christmas 
Sack.  We get everything ready before our luncheon then 
come back to the church to pick up gifts and deliver them. 
 
Love and Hugs, 
Kathleen Kyles, V.P. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS:  POLICY & NEW PRICE 
 
If you want to reserve flowers, check the calendar located 
in the glass case in front of the double doors to the 
sanctuary. Then complete the flower form AND pay the 

$45.00 fee by either bringing a check or cash to the office, 
or put a check and the form in the offering plate with check 
marked “altar flowers”.  When you take the altar flowers 
home, please leave the green plastic containers at the 
church.  These are reused each week. 
 

NEED A NAME TAG? 
 
Active members and visitors name tags are located on the 
shelf (alphabetical order) in the foyer. If you need a name 
tag, please put a note in the offering plate, or call Venus at 
the church office (903) 894-6762. 
 

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES 
 
The Vine deadline is Sunday, December 15 for January 
newsletter.  Email articles to bullardfumc@bullardfumc.org 

 
MISSION HOUSE AND MISSION CLINIC  
 
Praise God that we served:  73 families, with a total of 257 
people, of which 158 were adults (30 seniors - over 60) 
and 99 were children under 18 years old.  Eleven new 
families and 30 Senior boxes were served in November. 
 

MISSION BARREL (NOVEMBER) DONATION 

TO MISSION HOUSE 
 

 
 
Pictured:  Janet Burns, Sharon Starwalt and Katherine 
Bunce. 
 
Our church family is so amazing! We collected 3 full barrels 
of blue jeans for The Mission House this month! Many of 
the items were brand new with tags! They filled a trunk and 
back seat of the car! Thank you for your generous hearts to 
help those in need! 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bullardfumc@bullardfumc.org
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MISSION HOUSE AND MISSION CLINIC 
AMAZON SMILE 
 
The Mission House & Mission Clinic is now a member of 
Amazon Smile, where Amazon donates 5% of the price of 
eligible smile.amazon.com purchases to the Mission House 
and Mission Clinic.  When you sign up for the free Amazon 
Smile, you will be asked to select a charity to support.  By 
clicking on the MHMC link, you will be supporting the 
Mission House and Clinic!  It’s that simple! 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES FOR 

DECEMBER 
 

1 Bill Evans 
 Patsy Harper 
2 Joe Maxwell 
 Dori Vestal 
 Lila Walker 
 Holton Wirzberg 
3 Pat Martin 
4 Mark Brandon 
5 Lisa Escolas 
6 Bonnie Kate Long 
8 Jacob Walker 
9 Pam Morton 
12 Louis Escolas 
13 Ryan Anderson 
14 Steve Bembenek 
 Jason Blakeney 
 Russell Geesing 
 Rob Sheldon 
15 Jonathan Walton 
19 Jimmy Siler 
21 Debbie Staten 
22 David Tietz 
24 Josh Lamberth 
26 Nancy Bishop 
29 Robert & Emily Boren 
 Louis & Lisa Escolas 
30 Carley Pawlak 
 Erin Ricks 
 Danica Vestal 
31 James & Jennifer MacWhirter 
 Brooklyn Holik 

 

OUR PRAYERS 
 
Our Homebound - Side Line Saints - Members & Friends: 

Tommie Aulie 
Ruby Cables 

Velma Carson 
Bill & Avis Halbert 

Steve Kimble 
Pat Martin 

Quentin & Norma Ott 

JoAnn Smith 
Doris Smith 

Emilie Stroble 
Jean Weatherly 

 
Active Military Personnel:   
Benjamin Barbour, Jessica Roper, Tyler Scarborough, 
Commander (P) Victor B. Sheldon and his wife 
Commander (P) Katy Sheldon, Grant Troxell and others 
 

OUR GIFTS 
 
Financial Results for October 2019: 
 
            October          Year-to-date 
Contributions (Actual) $  36,103.04   $  432,114.91 
Contributions (Budgeted) $  37,800.00     $  418,200.00 
Expenses (Actual) $  41,665.26   $  425,717.06 
Expenses (Budgeted) $  41,251.00   $  424,200.00 
 

OUR PRESENCE 
 
Average Attendance:  October:  200 
   Year to date:    210 
 

THOUGHTS OF A LAYMAN 
 

You Don’t Have Kids?  Think Again! 
 
Have you ever carried a cat upside down? I never had 
much luck carrying cats in any position.  
 
The family next door has three children. A boy about eight, 
another about five, and a little blond headed, blue-eyed girl 
of about three. When they are playing, the youngest tags 
along behind, with a miniature wiener dog named Oscar, 
and carrying one of the kittens, head down and tail in her 
face. The kitten doesn’t seem to mind. 
 
This family is really in the business of raising kids, and 
doing a good job of it. The old south was good at raising 
kids. All of the kids called me Mr. Lee instead of Lee and 
the women would have been called Miss Martha or Miss 
Mary or whatever fit their given name and there would be a 
lot of yes mams and yes sirs and all adults treated all 
children like they were their own. Australian Aborigines are 
that way. Everyone in the group treats the children as if 
they were their own. They feed them, love them and dote 
over them as they grow up to be a gentle people. 
 
Luke 18:15-17  People were bringing babies to Jesus so 
that he would bless them. “When the disciples saw this, 
they scolded them. Then Jesus called them to him and 
said, “Allow the children to come to me. Don’t forbid them, 
because God’s kingdom belongs to people like these 
children. I assure you that whoever doesn’t welcome God’s 
kingdom like a child will never enter it.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+18%3A15-17&version=CEB


 
LOVE – GROW – SERVE     bullardfumc.org 
  facebook.com/bullardfumc

        twitter: @FUMCBullard  

Do you know that you have children watching you? Are you 
ready for that? With the right models, they will grow as 
Christians, kind, and gentle people, firm in their faith, and, 
unless you are three, don’t try to carry a cat upside down. 
They will tolerate children but not us. 
 
“Father, make us aware of our influence on children.” 
AMEN 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACT US 
 
If you would like to know more about how to become         
a member of Bullard First United Methodist Church,    
contact Rev. David Brasher at (903) 894-6762 or 
david@bullardfumc.org 
 

Bullard FUMC  
P.O. Box 152 

204 S. Rather Street 
Bullard, TX  75757 

 
Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 
  

903.894.6762 (office) 
903.894.3245 (fax) 

Office: bullardfumc@bullardfumc.org 
Pastor David: david@bullardfumc.org 

Pastor Tammy: tammy@bullardfumc.org 
 

Our Mission is to Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the Transformation of the World. 

 
 All members of the church are ministers of the Gospel,  
equipped for sharing the grace of God with the assistance 
of: 
 
CLERGY 
Senior Pastor, Rev. David Brasher 
Associate Pastor, Rev. Tammy Woodard 
 
PROGRAM 
Student Ministries Director, Patrick Foster 
Children’s Director, Deirdre Leung 
 
WORSHIP 
Director of Traditional Music, Robert Boren 
Encounter Worship Leader, David Thrasher 
Pianist, Kerry Baham 
 
 
 

SUPPORT 
Administrative Assistant, Venus Burns 
Financial Secretary, Patti Maxwell 
Nursery Supervisor, Kimberly Brasher 
Custodian, Angela Donahue 
 
DISTRICT/CONFERENCE 
District Superintendent, Rev. Marlin Fenn 
Bishop, Rev. Dr. Scott Jones 
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