The Vine

Bullard First United Methodist
Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World

NEWS BRIEFS
Ushers for January
Pam Morton
Jack & Sharon Starwalt
Brian Vestal
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Children’s Choir
Bullard FUMC Children's Choir
will practice on Sundays at
5:30 - 6:00 pm beginning
January 20. All children ages
through 5th grade are welcome!
Please contact Deirdre Leung at
(903) 343-2857 for any questions.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Journey with Jesus

Journey with Jesus, our weekly
kids ministry to school age
children through 6th grade,
has begun. They will meet
in Harper Hall at 4:30 pm
each Sunday beginning
January 20.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
If you would like to know
more about how to become a
member of Bullard First United
Methodist Church, contact
Rev. David Brasher at
(903)894-6762 or
david@bullardfumc.org

January 2019

I like new beginnings. How about you?
When we turn the last page of the calendar over
and start a brand new year, it’s like starting with
a clean slate. I guess that’s why so many people
make new year’s resolutions. They are starting
over! When we follow Jesus, we get to start
fresh every day. In fact, we can start fresh
multiple times a day!
If you’ve been neglecting your prayer life, or
have not been as faithful as you should in worship attendance, January is a
great time to hit the reset button! Start fresh! It’s a perfect time to set
some new spiritual goals for the coming year. If your Bible is a bit dusty,
commit to a Spring Bible study. If your prayer life is on life support, then
start by saying The Lord’s Prayer upon waking or reciting the 23rd Psalm
each day. If you haven’t been attending church faithfully, make it a
priority to attend worship every week.
That brings me to sharing a perfect opportunity for you to start anew and
attend a new style of worship at BFUMC! On January 20th at 9:00 am we
will launch our new contemporary service, Encounter! Maybe you’re an
early riser, or your kids are early risers. Maybe you would attend church
more regularly if you did it first thing in the morning before you start
your other activities. Maybe you prefer guitars, drums and keyboards!
Whatever the reason, we invite you to join us in a casual, relaxed
atmosphere in the FLC as we worship God together. It’s the perfect time
to invite your neighbors and friends to attend Bullard FUMC where we
love God, grow together in Christ, and serve in Jesus’ name!
Faithfully,
Pastor Tammy
bullardfumc.org

facebook.com/bullardfumc

Church-wide Dinner
Wednesday Night Family Dinner
January 9 at 6:30 pm
Family Life Center

New Worship Times
NEW SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE

STARTING JANUARY 6, 2019
9:00 am Encounter Worship Service (FLC)
9:30 am Fellowship Time (Harper Hall)
10:00 am Sunday School (Class Rooms)
11:00 am Blended Worship Service (Sanctuary)
Encounter, our contemporary worship service, will officially launch on Sunday, January 20. There will
be two preview services at 9:00 am on January 6 and 13.

Please Let Us
Know

Volunteers
Needed

Name Tag?

Didn’t receive The Vine by email?
Don’t miss important information
and events each month. If you
haven’t been getting The Vine or
emails, please put a note in the
offering plate, or call Venus at the
church office (903) 894-6762.

We will be “taking down the
Greens” on Sunday, January 6 after
church.

Active members and visitors name
tags are located on the shelf
(alphabetical order) in the foyer. If
you need a name tag, please put a
note in the offering plate, or call
Venus at the church office (903)
894-6762.
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Please join us for fellowship. Look
forward to seeing you then.

Need a Name Tag?

LOVE - GROW - SERVE

Children’s Sunday School
In the month of January
Pre-K & Kindergarten will be taught by Pam Morton
1 through 3 will be taught by Jill Siler, Maggie Nordyke, and Mary Kay Bailey
4th and 5th grade will be taught by Jade Morris
st

rd

Please bring your friends and join us every Sunday morning for
adventures into the Word of God!
Sunday school teachers are still needed for substitute teaching. Please
also consider a one month commitment to teaching one of our classes!
The kids will benefit from learning from you and you will be blessed by
them as well!

United Methodist Men
The first meeting of the new year will take place at the Bullard
Whataburger on Tuesday, January 22, 7:00 p.m.
All the men of the church are invited to join us for food, fellowship and
ministry.

Online Giving
Are You Traveling? Don’t Carry a Checkbook? Do All Bill Paying Online?
We have an easy way for you to support the church with your financial gifts, no matter where you are! You can
give from your hotel room while traveling or from your seat in the pews on Sunday.
What is online giving? Our giving tools provide the ability to donate on our website from your computer or on
your mobile device! After creating an account, you’re able to give a donation or schedule a series of donations
directly from your checking account or by using your debit or credit card.
To create your online account, visit our website and click on our GIVE button: http://www.bullardfumc.org/
give-now. Once on this page, you will go to the GIVE ONLINE graphic in the middle of the page and be directed
to a secure, encrypted page, where you may give once or set up automatically recurring giving. You never have to
wish you had cash to put in the offering plate or remember to write that check at home!
Try it and see how easy it is!
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Youth Parent Meeting
Sunday, January 13
3:30 pm in the FLC
We will be having a youth parent meeting on Sunday, January 13 @ 3:30pm in
the Family Life Center. We will discuss
our Spring & Summer Calendars. Please
come with your summer calendars so we
can work on some dates for day trips!
See you on the 13!

Journey with Jesus - Christmas Caroling
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Bible Studies...
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Thoughts of a Layman
Round and Round, We Go
A friend asked me, “What makes your church unique to itself and different from all others? Why do people
join? Why do they keep coming? Why are they willing to support the church and its ministry?”
My answer; “They say we are a friendly church, we have a lot of love to share, we have a good preacher, and
the people like each other.”
“True,” My friend said, “And that’s good, but all churches should be able to say that, and sermons alone don’t
build and maintain churches. The heart of church growth are its circles. They are the building and support groups.
The largest one is the group that worships together. The strongest? That’s the one that meets for fellowship
before Sunday school and church and goes out for lunch together after church. Stand off and watch them some
time. Each person is anxious to see what the other has done in the last week. It has been seven whole days since
they last met and there is a lot of catching up to do. Other circles are the men, and women’s groups, the youth and
children’s groups, choir, fellowship dinners, Sunday school, prayer groups and even all of the committees.”
The circles are what make the church. You see, there are two ways in; walk in and join or be invited.
People respond the best when they are invited. You can start anywhere, fellowship dinner, or any other group,
but, the important circle meets every Sunday morning to worship God. But, if that is your only circle you really
should consider a few more.
He drew a circle that shut me out -- Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. But Love and I had the wit to win, we
drew a circle that took him in! “Edwin Markham”
Do you suppose feeding the five thousand may have been the first fellowship dinner? It is recorded in
Matthew.
Matthew 14:18, “Bring them here to me.” 19 He ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. He took the five loaves
of bread and the two fish, looked up to heaven, blessed them and broke the loaves apart and gave them to his disciples. Then
the disciples gave them to the crowds.”
“Thank you Lord for the church that we may have fellowship, learn, and grow in your word. AMEN”
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My Miracle in Surgery
Everyone needs a Faithlift - A personal testimony by Jack Culpepper
On October 8, 2018 a visit to local to my local Doctor, Bethany Sparks, was intended to have my PT/INR checked,
but when she saw my pale color her examination and blood test results revealed that my blood hemoglobin was
7.2. I was told I needed to go to the ER.
I walked out of the office, and admit I was blindsided by this news and in a stage of bewilderment. Not knowing
the scope of it, my mind wandered as to where my blood went.
As I started my pickup truck, playing on the radio was “How Great is Thy Faithfulness” and I knew I needed
nothing else!
I knew His grace was my sufficiency for whatever was to come. And from that moment on, I was content and at
perfect peace. It did not matter to me what I would have to go through.
A colonoscopy and an upper GI was scheduled for next day. The results were that I had a mass in my transverse
colon that appeared cancerous. A biopsy proved that it was cancer which did not cause me concern.
Oh, the Unexpected Miracles that Come to Us…
My surgery was on Nov 8, 2018 and afterward it turned out that in the recovery room, when my breathing tube
was removed, I was not breathing. And thank God for a quick thinking surgeon, I began breathing on my own.
Between the recovery room and ICU, I remember that I heard myself thanking and praising my Heavenly Father
and thanking and praising Jesus, but no other recollection until I woke up in ICU.
After returning home, I received an email from Dirk Streely, asking “What did Jesus say to me while I was on
the operating table?”
Here is the answer:
During the actual operation, I was taken in the Spirit and shown a blank grey wall. On that wall was a box,
outlined in red, about 3 ft. wide and 2 ft. high. Above the box were the words written in longhand, “I will do it”
and in the box were written the words “in three days”. In answer to someone’s fervent prayer for my healing, Jesus
allowed me to see in “His handwriting on the wall”, His promise to me that He would heal me in three days.
My surgery was on Thursday, I was taken from ICU to a private room on Friday, with no pain. All medical
connections were removed on Saturday and on Sunday, the Surgeon put me on a regular diet and told me I was
free to go home. It being late and the Hospitalists noticed my heart rate was high, kept me over night to monitor
it but no treatment was given as it returned to normal on its own.
This is my testimony granted by the grace of God and His inclined ear to hundreds of prayers lifted on my behalf. I
hope my testimony will encourage others to write theirs.
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United Methodist Women
The next meeting of the United Methodist Women will be January 2, 2019 in The Parlor. We are having a sort
of re-run on the lesson because we had a speaker at our December meeting. It will be "Discernment & Devotion",
I John 4:1-12, Lesson 7. We hope the weather holds better than it did last year.
I can't help but reminisce about last month's meeting for all who missed our guest speaker, Dr. Linda R. Wilder
(and her husband, Bill Wilder who accompanied her). She was outstanding to say the least and we felt the
presence of the Lord listening to her. One (small) tidbit of information; she and Bill fostered 40 children all with
medical disabilities by themselves. No nurses aids, or willing hands. Just God and their love of these children.
One other note of interest. We were treated to the most delightful lunch by our very own, Mary Kay Bailey and
her 'Staff', Linda Pierce, and Elizabeth White. We felt we were in a five-star restaurant with beautiful
decorations, and food that melted in our mouths. Our most humble thanks to these ladies for making us all feel
special.
See you in the New Year!
Love and Hugs,
Kathleen Kyles VP

Altar Flowers
Altar Flowers – New Policy

UP
IGN
SNEW
AY
TOD

Effective January 1st, we have a new policy for reserving the Altar Flowers. The flower calendar will be in the
glass case located in front of the double doors to the sanctuary. This calendar is there for you to see which
Sundays are available, and only the office will update the calendar. To reserve your flowers for a specific Sunday,
you must complete these steps.
1. Complete the flower form located on the table below the calendar (in foyer), or in the church office.
2. Pay the $35.00 fee for the flowers in one of the following ways:
a. Bring a check or cash and completed form to the office
b. Put a check (write “altar flowers” in memo) AND your form in the offering plate
Reservations will be on a first come, first serve basis and date will not be guaranteed until payment is
received. Due to the difficulty in having more than one family sign up for the same date, we will only accept one
reservation per Sunday. However, a group may purchase the flowers in honor or memory of someone.
When you take the altar flowers home, please leave the green plastic containers at the church. These are reused
each week.
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Wee Cats Sunday School Class

Come join us as we continue the
exciting story of Jesus’ ministry!
Amazing! Two prophets
recognize the baby Jesus as
God’s son!
Every
Sunday these friends
will welcome you!
Age 3 through Kindergarten

Happy New Year
from
The Wee Cats
And
Pam Morton
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Volunteer Opportunity
Youth Dinners Are Back!
Sunday Night Youth is back! This means we are
needing help providing meals for the youth. We
typically have 15-20 students and adults each
week. Dinner is served at 5:30pm.
If you would like to provide a dinner please contact
Patrick by text (903) 363-8070 or email
patrick@bullardfumc.org.

Children’s Corner
Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a lovely Christmas. We had a very busy December in the Children’s
Ministry. We participated in the Bullard Christmas Parade, the kids performed a great Christmas Musical, we
went caroling at Meadow Lake, had Supper with Santa, had our own Christmas market, and had a special Kid
Friendly Christmas Eve! I’m so thankful for everyone who helped make all these special events possible! I’m
looking forward to the new year and all the new opportunities to reach kids for Jesus together. Thank you again
for your love and support for the Children’s Ministry!
Blessings and Peace,
Deirdre
903-343-2857

Articles Deadline
All Vine articles will be due by 4:30 p.m. on the 15th of the month. This “set” date will help everyone, including
myself, especially during busy or shorter months.
Please email an article as soon as possible, OR if you do not have an article for this next month, please let me
know and I will adjust accordingly. (NOTE: If there is no response by 4:30 p.m. on the 15th, I will presume that
you are not submitting an article.)
For any questions, please contact me at the church office.
Venus Burns
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Supper with Santa
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Supper with Santa

Volunteers Needed
Small Group Leaders Needed
The youth are splitting into 2 small groups. A Jr. High and a Sr. High
small group. These small groups will be going on at the same time
and the youth are in need of a one or two individuals for each group
who are willing to sign up for 3-5 week studies. If you are interested
in being a small group leader or would like some more information
please contact Patrick by text (903) 363-8070 or by email
patrick@bullardfumc.org.
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Children’s Christmas Program

Page 13

LOVE - GROW - SERVE

Children’s Christmas Program
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Acolytes
Calling all second thru sixth graders who would like to join the Acolyte Team. You might
not realize what an important part you play in our worship service. You represent
the light of Christ going out into the world! Please consider this and call
me if you have any questions.
Debbie Bembenek
e-mail durango1994@suddenlink.net
Cell (903)570-4925 Home (903)504-5087

Willow Hamilton
& Jules LeVrier
(December 2)

Eli Hand &
Luke Alexander
(December 9)

Christmas Cantata
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
January 2019

1

James & Alma McBride

13 Beth Wilson

26 Myrna Braly

Larry Staten

14 Dean Mason

Dirk Streely

2

Taylor Burns

16 Bryan Willis

3

David & Diane Fritsche

18 Larry Perry

Gary LeVrier
7

Neal & Becky Thompson

Brooklyn Lamberth

Kim Shultz
31 Alex Leung

19 Jim & Lynn Summers

10 James McBride

20 Linda Roper

12 Quentin & Norma Ott

21 Tristen Goodwin

Lene’ Wasmuth

29 Rich Paddack

23 Annette Portwood

Bullard Mission House & Mission Clinic
Bullard Mission House Food Pantry and Mission House Clinic
226 South Phillips
For an appointment, please call
(903) 894-0109
The fax number is (903) 894-3411
Praise God that we served:
75 families, with a total of 294 people, of which 178 were adults (30 seniors - over 60), 116 were children under
18 years old and 25 Senior boxes. Seven new families and were served in December.

729 families, with a total of 2799 people, of which 1733 were adults (382 seniors - over 60) and 1066 were
children under 18 years old. Seventy-nine new families were served in 2018.
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Our Faithfulness
**If there are additional names to be added or removed,

Our Prayers
We pray for this week’s prayer requests…
Theresa Morriss
George & Pat Martin
Ronnie Alford
Bill Cox
Sherry Perry
Steve Kimble
Lou Delane
Betty Votaw
Dr. Meril Taylor
Jan FitzSimmons
Wanda Martin Johnsen
Wanda Martin Johnsen’s
grandson
Bailee Fleming
Kandas Tucker
Josh Walker
Nan Robbins
Doug & Carol Hansen
Keith Kroell
David Allen’s mother,
Doris
Pam Martin’s sister,
Phyllis
Shelby Caveness
Lisa Mayhugh
Jack Witherspoon
Lyn William
Tim Hartnett
Ron Swanson
Allen Van Nice
Gary & Mary
Fitzsimmons
Bobby, nephew of Stella
Haynes
June Cook
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Sylvia McKay
Paul Ashley
Debbie Druivenga
Seth Haynes
Unspoken prayers

please call the church office. Also note: Names will remain
on the list for one month, unless we are notified differently.

We pray for… AWOL – Students & others who are
“Away With Our Love”
Active Military Personnel:
Benjamin Barbour, Rusty McElroy, Jessica Roper,
Tyler Scarborough, Grant Troxell and others…
We pray for…Our Homebound - Side Line Saints Members & Friends:
Tommie Aulie
Ruby Cables
Velma Carson
Mary Cook
Lou Ann Glover
Bill & Avis Halbert
Steve Kimble
Lorna Loftin
Grace McAlpine
Quentin & Norma Ott
David & JoAnn Smith
Doris Smith
Emilie Stroble
Jean Weatherly
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:
Board of Stewards Meeting: Sunday, January 20 at 2:30 pm
Deadline for The Vine articles: Tuesday, January 15 at 4:30 pm

1

New Years Day

2

Office Closed

6

7

3

5

UMW (Parlor)

Chancel Choir

Men’s Prayer Group

10:00 am

6:30 pm

6:00 am

Truth & Light

Men’s Choir

AA (FLC

Seekers (Crusaders SS

8:00 pm

Room) 4:45 pm

8

4

9

7:30 pm

10

AA (Harper Hall)
8:00 pm

11

12

Taking Down the

Spirit Walkers

Bullard Ministerial

Truth & Light

Chancel Choir

Men’s Prayer

Greens (after 11:00 am

(FLC) 8:30 am

Alliance (FLC)

Seekers (Crusaders SS

6:30 pm

Group

church service)

10:30 am

Room) 4:45 pm

Bell Choir 3:30 pm

Church-wide Dinner

Youth (FLC) 5:00 pm

(FLC) 6:00 pm

13

AA (FLC) 8:00 pm

14

15

16

Spirit Walkers
Bell Choir 3:30 pm
Youth (FLC)
5:00 pm

20
Bell Choir 3:30 pm
Journey with Jesus
(Harper Hall) 4:30 pm

(FLC) 8:30 am
Girl Scouts
(FLC) 6:00 pm

21

Truth & Light

Journey with Jesus
(Harper Hall) 4:30 pm
Youth (FLC) 5:00 pm
Children’s Choir 5:30 pm

18

Chancel Choir

Men’s Prayer

6:30 pm

Group 6:00 am

Men’s Choir

8:00 pm

Room) 4:45 pm

7:30 pm

23

AA (FLC) 8:00 pm

24

25

Chancel Choir

Men’s Prayer

(FLC) 8:30 am

6:30 pm

Group 6:00 am

UMM 7:00 pm
AA (FLC) 8:00 pm

28

29

Truth & Light
Seekers (Crusaders SS

Men’s Choir

Room) 4:45 pm

7:30 pm

30

Spirit Walkers

Chancel Choir
Truth & Light

(FLC) 8:30 am
Girl Scouts
(FLC) 6:00 pm

31

Seekers (Crusaders SS

AA (FLC)
8:00 pm

Room) 4:45 pm

6:30 pm
Men’s Choir
7:30 pm

19

AA (FLC) 8:00 pm

Spirit Walkers

Children’s Choir 5:30 pm

Bell Choir 3:30 pm

17

Seekers (Crusaders SS

Youth (FLC) 5:00 pm

27

7:30 pm

AA (FLC)

22

6:00 am

Men’s Choir

AA (FLC) 8:00 pm

26

Bullard
First United
Methodist Church

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

PO Box 152, Bullard, TX 75757
The Vine deadline is Tuesday, January 15
for February newsletter.
Email articles to bullardfumc@bullardfumc.org

Bullard First United Methodist Church
Bullard FUMC is located at
204 S. Rather St.
Bullard, TX
and the office is open
8:30 am - 4:30 pm
Monday-Thursday
903.894.6762 (office)
903.894.3245 (fax)

Our Mission
is to Make Disciples
of Jesus Christ for the
Transformation of the
World.

Email the office
bullard@bullardfumc.org
Email Pastor David
david@bullardfumc.org
Visit us online at
www.bullardfumc.org
Mailing Address
PO Box 152, Bullard, TX 75757

All members of the church are ministers of the Gospel,
equipped for sharing the grace of God with the assistance of:
Music Director
Musicians
Encounter Worship Leader
Nursery Supervisor
Student of Ministries Director
Children’s Director
Administrative Assistant
Financial Secretary
Custodian
Lead Pastor
Associate Pastor
District Superintendent
Bishop

Robert Boren
Kerry Baham
David Thrasher
Kimberly Brasher
Patrick Foster
Deirdre Leung
Venus Burns
Patti Maxwell
Maylena Williams
Rev. David Brasher
Pastor Tammy Woodard
Rev. Marlin Fenn
Bishop Scott Jones

