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FROM THE 

PASTOR’S DESK 
 
YOU HAVE HEARD THAT IT WAS 
SAID 
 
Our current sermon series is on Jesus’ 
Sermon on the Mount and we’ve started 
looking at the antithesis statements.  

Those are the ones that begin with “You have heard that it 
was said…,” and end with “But I tell you…”  Jesus uses 
those statements to call us into a deeper understanding of 
who we need to be as his disciples. 
 
I thought about how effective these rhetorical contrasts are 
in clarifying how we are to live in a world that is often at odds 
with our Christian values.  It’s not easy.  Jesus tells us that 
our anger against others is a sin.  In a culture that is filled 
with anger, violence, outrage, and division it is more than 
challenging to live as a citizen of heaven with the heart of a 
disciple.  
 
We forget that it was difficult to live a virtuous Christian life 
in Jesus’ day too.  There was certainly plenty of violence, 
racial bigotry, discrimination, and abuse of power in the first 
century.  The problems we face today are not all that 
different than they were 2000 years ago.  They are just more 
modern.  That is why I think we must take Jesus’ words 
seriously.  He wasn’t just talking to his first century followers.  
He is talking to us. His words are just as important now as 
ever.  
 
There are six antithesis statements Jesus makes in the 
Sermon on the Mount.  Perhaps the last one is the one we 
most need to hear today.  “You have heard that it was said, 
‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’  But I tell you, 
love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”  
Love your enemies.  How might the world change if each of 
us loved our enemies?  What would that look like? 
 
In today’s climate, loving our enemy could mean not vilifying 
people on social media who don’t agree with us.  Loving our 
enemy could mean holding our tongue instead of lashing 
out to get the last word.  It could mean listening and 
understanding someone’s else’s pain without judging.  It 
could mean that we are the first to forgive when there has 
been a disagreement.  
 
We have choices before us every day to love our enemies 
as Jesus commanded.  Will we bless those who curse us, 

or curse them back?  Will we offer peace to our enemies, or 
be at war?  Will we overcome evil with good, or be overcome 
by evil? 
 
Choose blessings.  Choose life.  Choose love.  Choose 
Jesus.   
 
Be blessed, 
 
Pastor Tammy 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

OCTOBER MISSION BARREL 
 
For October we will be collecting essential care products for 
young girls in the area’s middle schools.  These items will 
be donated to the Junior League’s Care Closet to help young 
girls.  Items needed are: 
 

• maxi pads 
• hygiene wipes (travel package of wipes or individually 

wrapped) 
• mini deodorant 
• travel size shampoo 
• travel size conditioner 
• toothbrush 
• travel size toothpaste 
• Women's underwear (S, M, L) 

 
Please drop off your items in the Mission Barrels or at the 
office.  Thank you for the difference you are making in the 
lives of all God’s children.   
 
 
The full church calendar can be viewed on our website at 
http://bullardfumc.org/calendar-2 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

 

CHILDREN’S CORNER 
 
Happy October! In September we had some fun socially 
distant events outside: Parking lot Bingo and an Outdoor 
Movie Night and watched the Veggie Tales version of Jonah. 
Also in September we started a new activity on Sunday 
mornings called the “Socially Distant, Wild and Wacky 
Family Fun Hour”. We have had lots of silly fun along with 
some hands on learning experiences. Please join us in 
Harper Hall at 1005 on Sundays for some fun for the whole 

http://bullardfumc.org/calendar-2
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family! Please also join us for our upcoming trip to the 
Pumpkin Patch and Drive-Thru Trunk or Treat in October. 
 
Blessings, 
Deirdre 
  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY FIELD TRIP 
 

Children’s Ministry trip to the 
Pumpkin Patch! Kids and 
families please join us Sunday, 
October 4 from 3:30-4:30 pm 
at Lanes Chapel UMC, Tyler 
for a fun trip to the Pumpkin 
Patch where we can pick out a 
pumpkin, play fun games, ride 
the pumpkin train, and have a 
devotional. When we’re done 

we will caravan over to Andy’s for a treat. Please let Deirdre 
know if you can attend at 903-343-2857.  
 

TRUNK OR TREAT 

 

Trunk or Treat will look a 

little different this year! We 

still want to have a fun 

opportunity to love the kids 

in our community, so we are 

planning to have a “Drive 

Thru Trunk or Treat” on 

Sunday, October 25 from 

4:00 – 6:00 pm. We will ask 

members of our church to 

line up in designated parking spots with their cars seasonally 

decorated then pass out candy/prizes to kids driving by in 

their cars. We will ask our members to wear masks for your 

protection. If you can help with this please talk to Deirdre at 

(903) 343-2857. If you are unable to help at the event but 

are able to donate candy or prizes that would be very 

appreciated. Candy donations can be made at the church 

office or at the candy box in Harper Hall.  

 

WILD & WACKY FAMILY FUN HOUR 
 

 

 
 

 
 

BINGO NIGHT 
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STUDENT MINISTRIES  
 

UPCOMING STUDENT MINISTRIES DATES 
 

 
 

YOUTH REMIND 
 
Youth and youth parents please sign up for remind. To do 
so, text @bullardyo to 81010. This will keep you up to date 
on announcements, reminders, and deadlines. 
 
 
 
 
 

OTHER NEWS 
 

NURSERY WORKERS NEEDED 
 
We are in need of expanding our nursery staff. If you would 
like to help love on the youngest in our church, please 
contact Kimberly Brasher at kdbrasher1973@gmail.com or 
pick up an application in the church office. 
 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 
 
The next meeting of the United Methodist Men will be on 
October 27, 2020 at 7:00 pm at the Milano’s in Bullard. 
All the men of the church are invited to join us for food, 
fellowship and ministry. 

 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN                           
 
October 7, 2020 
 
Save the date above!!!!   We are going to meet in Harper 
Hall at 10:00 a.m. practicing Social Distancing, wearing a 
mask if you wish and getting back to our Bible Study.  If you 
can remember back so many months, we are studying the 
twelve Disciples.  This time will be page 29, Chapter 6, on 
John, "Seeking to be the Greatest" with our scripture, 
Matthew 20: 20-28.  I do believe this lesson was ordained 
by God for this time in our lives.  It is truly amazing how He 
gets his messages across to us.  I don't want to ruin the 
lesson for you, but I peeked again!  John was imperfect but 
later in his life, from Jesus' directive, he taught us our 
favorite scripture; "Love One Another".   
 
Opening Prayer by Gloria Peterson Jones and Devotional 
by Barbara Gotcher. 
 
Last month, Bullard First United Methodist Church collected 
Health Kits in the yellow barrels for UMCORE.  As UMW has 
been doing this for years, we have been doing our part to 
help victims of Hurricane Laura and any other disaster that 
comes our way.  It will be interesting to see how many kits 
will be sent to the Warehouse from our District.  
 
Though we will not all be together this time; prayers, love, 
cheers, a few Alleluias, and blessings galore will be shared.   
 
Love and Hugs, 
Kathleen V.P. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS:  POLICY & PRICE 
 
Altar flowers are a way of honoring a beloved person, 
remembering the deceased, or recognizing an anniversary 
or birthday. 
 

mailto:kdbrasher1973@gmail.com
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To participate in this expression of your appreciation, 
complete an Altar Flower Form found either below the glass 
case in church entrance hall, below the glass case in Harper 
Hall near the children’s wing, or go to our website, 
bullardfumc.org and drop down the Online Giving tab.  A 
payment of $45.00 must accompany your request.  To pay 
online, use a credit card.  To pay by check, indicate on the 
subject line that it is for altar flowers and place the check 
with your request in the offering plate, or take it to the church 
office. 
 
The next three months are listed below.  For a full year’s 
calendar, check the glass cases or online. 
 

Month Sunday Name 

October 4 reserved 

 11  

 18  

 25  

November 1  

 8  

 15  

 22 reserved 

 29  

December 6  

 13  

 20  

 27 reserved 

 
When you take the altar flowers home, please leave the 
green plastic containers at the church.  These are reused 
each week. 
 

THOUGHTS OF A LAYMAN 
 

Using Our Senses 
 
How often do we take for granted, what we can see, hear, 
smell and observe in so many ways? 
 
John the Baptist sent some of his disciples to see if Jesus 
was the messiah. 
 
Luke 7:21-23 21 Right then, Jesus healed many of their 
diseases, illnesses, and evil spirits, and he gave sight to a 
number of blind people. 22 Then he replied to John’s 
disciples, “Go, report to John what you have seen and 
heard. Those who were blind are able to see. Those who 
were crippled now walk. People with skin diseases are 
cleansed. Those who were deaf now hear. Those who were 
dead are raised up. And good news is preached to the poor” 
 
In Luke 8, He (Jesus) spoke by a parable: 5 "A sower went 
out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the 
wayside; and it was trampled down, and the birds of the air 
devoured it. 6 Some fell on rock; and as soon as it sprang 
up, it withered away because it lacked moisture. 7 And some 

fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and 
choked it. 8 But others fell on good ground, sprang up, and 
yielded a crop a hundredfold." When He had said these 
things He cried, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear!" 
9 Then His disciples asked Him, saying, "What does this 
parable mean?" 10 And He said, "To you it has been given to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it 
is given in parables, that 'Seeing they may not see, And, 
hearing they may not understand.'  
 
If we use our eyes and ears as we live daily in God’s world, 
and study His word, it will be revealed to us. Sunday school 
is such an important part of our church life; a place where 
we see and hear and join together in learning the teachings 
of the scripture.  
 
“Lord open our senses that we might see, hear, smell, and 
feel Your world around us. AMEN.”   
 
 
 
 
 

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES 
 
The Vine deadline is Tuesday, September 15, 2020 at 4:30 
pm for the October 2020 newsletter.  Email articles to 
bullardfumc@bullardfumc.org 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES FOR 

OCTOBER 
 

1 Bennett Paddack 
2 Vince & Alice Simpson 
4 Christian Anderson 
5 Melissa Kravetz 

George Martin 
  Wade Troxell 
 6 Lloyd & Tommie Aulie 

Phil Shipp 
7 Greg Nordyke 
8 Grant & Lacy Haney 

Landon Paddack 
Emilie Stroble 

10 David Fritsche 
 Madeline Zahirniak 

Bill Tannert 
11 Brandon Allen 
13 Bruce & Tammy Woodard 
14 Milton & Barbara Odom 

 15 Cynthia Grogan 
Jim Moore 

 17 Trevor Goodwin 
 18 Canyon Hamilton 
 20 Billy Braly 
 21 Jim & Barbara Gill 

Belva LeVrier 
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 22 Dottie Rowell 
 23 Brandi Lamberth 
 25 Ryan & Marrena Anderson 

Amy Pawlak 
 26 Savannah Holik 
 29 Joyce Streely 
 31 Mandy Moore 
 

OUR PRAYERS 
 
Our Homebound - Side Line Saints - Members & Friends: 
 

Tommie Aulie 
Randy Baker 
Ruby Cables 

Velma Carson 
Avis Halbert 
Steve Kimble 

Norma Ott 
JoAnn Smith 
Emilie Stroble 

Ron & Dana Swanson 
Jean Weatherly 

 
Active Military Personnel:   
Bryton Blakeney, Benjamin Barbour, Jessica Roper, Tyler 
Scarborough, Victor B. Sheldon and his wife Katy Sheldon, 
Grant Troxell and others 
 

OUR GIFTS 
 
Financial Results for August 2020: 
 
            August       Year-to-date 
Contributions (Actual) $  37,888.16   $ 362,646.91 
Contributions (Budgeted) $  41,558.00     $ 364,101.00 
Expenses (Actual) $  43,720.44   $ 323,094.80 
Expenses (Budgeted) $  44,637.00   $ 362,277.00 
 

SPECIAL GIFTS 
 
(Gifts as of September 30, 2020) 
 

In Memory of Jennifer MacWhirter 
 

Given by:   
 

Richard & Martha Dinwiddie 
Margo Moore 

Larry & Nelda Perry 
 

In Memory of Rose Tinney Williamson 
 

Given by:  Richard & Robin Tedder 
 
 

CONTACT US 
 
If you would like to know more about how to become a 
member of Bullard First United Methodist Church, contact 
Rev. David Brasher at (903) 894-6762 or 
david@bullardfumc.org 

 
Bullard FUMC  
P.O. Box 152 

204 S. Rather Street 
Bullard, TX  75757 

 
Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 
  

903.894.6762 (office) 
903.894.3245 (fax) 

 
Office: bullardfumc@bullardfumc.org 
Pastor David: david@bullardfumc.org 

Pastor Tammy: tammy@bullardfumc.org 
Our Mission is to Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for 

the Transformation of the World. 
 

All members of the church are ministers of the Gospel,  
equipped for sharing the grace of God with the assistance 
of: 
 
CLERGY 
Senior Pastor, Rev. David Brasher 
Associate Pastor, Rev. Tammy Woodard 
 
PROGRAMS 
Student Ministries Director, Katie Gage 
Children’s Director, Deirdre Leung 
 
WORSHIP 
Director of Traditional Music, Robert Boren 
Encounter Worship Leader, David Thrasher 
Pianist, Kerry Baham 
 
SUPPORT 
Administrative Assistant, Venus Burns 
Financial Secretary, Patti Maxwell 
Nursery Supervisor, Kimberly Brasher 
Custodian, Randy Demse 
 
DISTRICT/CONFERENCE 
District Superintendent, Rev. Marlin Fenn 
Bishop, Rev. Dr. Scott Jones 
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