
When Will the Rapture Take Place 
Relative to the Tribulation Period?

◼ Pre-tribulation rapture theory

◼ Mid-tribulation rapture theory

◼ Post-tribulation rapture theory

◼ Pre-wrath rapture theory

◼ Partial rapture theory





When is the Rapture? 
7 Arguments Favoring the Pre-Tribulation View

1. Tribulation's purpose concerns Israel (Jer 30:7; Dan 9:24)

2. No biblical reference to the church on earth during the Tribulation 
period (Rev 4-22)

3. Church is promised an exemption from divine wrath (1 Thess 1:10; 5:9; 
Rom 5:9; Rev 3:10; 6:17)

4. Rapture is imminent (1 Cor 15:51; 1 Thess 4:15)

5. Rapture is a comfort (1 Thess 4:18)

6. Antichrist cannot come to power until the restrainer is removed (2 
Thess 2:6-7)

7. Symbolic parallels (2 Peter 2:5-9)
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DISCOURSE OLIVET UPPER ROOM
Scripture Matt 24─25 John 13─17

Location Mount of Olives Upper Room

Passion week Third day Sixth day

General focus Farewell: Israel Hello: Church

Specific focus Israel’s future Divine provisions

Prompting
Temple's destruction Christ's imminent 

departure

Explanations Written OT Unwritten NT



Jewish Marriage Analogy
Showers, Maranatha Our Lord, Come!, 164-69.

STEP JEWISH MARRIAGE CHURCH ANALOGY

1. Marriage covenant Groom initiated; Covenant 
established upon payment 
for bride; drank same cup

Christ initiated; Christ’s 
sacrificial death (1 Cor. 
6:19-20; 11:25)

2. Bride set apart Bride set apart exclusively 
for groom

Church’s positionally 
sanctified (1 Cor. 1:2; 6:9-
11)

3. Bridal chamber prepared Groom separates from 
bride and returns to his 
father’s house to prepare 
bridal chamber

Christ’s 2000 year 
separation from church; 
Ascension; return to 
heaven to prepare 
dwellings (John 14:2; Acts 
1:9-11) 



Jewish Marriage Analogy
Showers, Maranatha Our Lord, Come!, 164-69.

STEP JEWISH MARRIAGE CHURCH ANALOGY

4. Betrothal period Loyalty test Reward determined by 
orthodoxy and orthopraxy 
(Jas. 4:4)

5. Bride retrieved Groom returns at unknown 
time preceded by a shout 
with escorts to retrieve 
bride

Rapture at unknown time                             
(John 14:3; 1 Thess. 4:16-
17)

6. Bride and groom hidden 
in Father’s house for seven 
days

Hidden in the Father’s 
house for seven days: three 
events transpire

Church hidden from world 
during Daniel’s 70th Week

7. Bride cleansed Bride undergoes ritual 
cleansing prior to wedding 
ceremony

Bema Seat Judgment               
(1 Cor 3:10-15; 2 Cor 5:10)



Jewish Marriage Analogy
Showers, Maranatha Our Lord, Come!, 164-69.

STEP JEWISH MARRIAGE CHURCH ANALOGY

8. Wedding ceremony Meeting with the Father’s 
assembled wedding guests; 
Private wedding ceremony

Meeting with OT saints; Rev 
19:7

9. Consummation Bride and groom 
consummate the marriage 

Eph 5:27

10. Marriage feast Public presentation; Bride 
unveiled; marriage feast

Col 3:3-4; Rev 19:9



Scripture’s Five Crowns 
(Rev 4:10: 3:11; 2 John 8)

SCRIPTURE CROWN PURPOSE

1 Cor. 9:24-27 Incorruptible
Gaining mastery over 
the flesh

1 Thess. 2:19-20 Rejoicing Soul winning

Jas. 1:12; 

Rev. 2:10
Life Enduring trials

1 Pet. 5:2-4 Glory
Shepherding God’s 
people

2 Tim. 4:8 Righteousness
Longing for His 
appearing





John 14:1–4
1 “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in
Me. 2 “In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not
so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 3 “If I
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to
Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. 4 “And you know the
way where I am going.”



“Since He says He is going to come in order that we may
be with Him where he is, we would have to be with Him
here on earth. Do you see the problem? The dwelling
places in the Father's house would be unused...This makes
Jesus' whole promise ridiculous. Why would He speak of
preparing a place for us in the Father's house if He didn't
mean that His return would take us there?”

Hal Lindsey, The Rapture, 43.

Where He Is?



When Will the Rapture Take Place 
Relative to the Tribulation Period?

◼ Pre-tribulation rapture theory

◼ Mid-tribulation rapture theory

◼ Post-tribulation rapture theory

◼ Pre-wrath rapture theory

◼ Partial rapture theory





God’s Role in Redemption (Rev 5)

◼ Seven sealed scroll (5:1)

◼ John weeps (5:2-4)

◼ Christ is qualified to open the scroll (5:5-6)

◼ Christ takes the scroll (5:7)

◼ Christ praised by various entities (5:8-14)



1st Six Seals (Revelation 6)

1. 6:1-2 – Advent of antichrist

2. 6:3-4 – War

3. 6:5-6 – Famine

4. 6:7-8 – Death

5. 6:9-11 – Martyrdoms

6. 6:12-17 – Cosmic disturbances



Rev. 6:16-17
Robert L. Thomas, Revelation 1–7: An Exegetical Commentary, ed. 

Kenneth Barker (Chicago: Moody, 1992), 457-58. 

"Mankind in his rebellion correctly analyzes the cosmic and terrestrial
disturbances as a part of the great end-time day of wrath from the one
sitting on the throne and from the Lamb. The verb ēlethen (‘has come’) is
aorist indicative, referring to a previous arrival of wrath, not something
that is about to take place. Men see the arrival of this day at least as early
as the cosmic upheavals that characterize the sixth seal (6:12-14), but
upon reflection they probably recognize that it was already in effect with
the death of one-fourth of the population (6:7-8), the worldwide famine
(6:5-6), and the global warfare (6:3-4). The rapid sequence of all of these
events could not escape notice, but the light of their true explanation
does not dawn upon human consciousness until the severe phenomena of
the sixth seal arrive."
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“Finally, we should note that the purpose of the tribulation

is also to be the testing of lukewarm shallow Laodicean

Christians who will be left behind at the coming of

Christ. No doubt multitudes who expect to be raptured

will be disappointed because like the foolish virgins, they

were not watchful. Tribulation is then for the purpose

of trying the faith of those who profess to be Christians

but who really never repented or are living in

disobedience to the will of God.”

Ray Brubaker
"The Purpose of the Tribulation," Radar News, (December 1968): 6.



G.N.H. Peters 
Theocratic Kingdom, 2:332

“It is not simply those who ‘watch’
that shall ‘escape,’ but those, Luke
21:36 who ‘watch and pray always,’
avoiding the corrupting influences
around them. The number of
translated ones may not be very
large (for the number of translated
ones given as...types in comparison
with the number of those not
translated, and with that of the...”



G.N.H. Peters 
Theocratic Kingdom, 2:332

“… resurrected saints is small so
that Dr. Seiss, with whom many
concur, is undoubtedly correct in
saying: ‘I have no idea that a very
large portion of mankind, or even
of the professing Church, will be
thus taken. The first translation, if I
may so speak, will embrace only the
select few who watch and pray
always,’ etc.”











1 Corinthians 3:1-3 (NKJV) 

4 KINDS OF PEOPLE 

1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people

but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk and

not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it,

and even now you are still not able; 3 for you are still carnal. For

where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you

not carnal and behaving like mere men?





Problems with Partial Rapturism?

1. Every divine blessing is given on the basis of His grace and not
human effort (Eph. 2:8-9; Rom. 12:6)

2. Symbolic parallels mandate that carnal as well as sanctified
Christians will be taken up in the rapture (Gen. 19:22)

3. The promise of the rapture is mentioned in Paul's letter to the
carnal Corinthian church (1 Cor. 15:51)

4. A partial rapture would sever Christ's body (1 Cor 12:12-14)

5. The partial rapture view subjects believers to God's wrath (Thess
1:10)



Problems with Partial Rapturism?

6. Partial rapturism makes the Bema Seat Judgment unnecessary (1
Cor. 3:10-15)

7. Partial rapturists never objectively quantify the exact degree of
faithfulness or spiritual maturity that is necessary to participate in
the rapture

8. Partial rapturists appear individually biased

9. Partial rapturists dispensationally misapply Bible passages (Matt.
25:1-13)

10.Partial rapturists misapply passages promising a reward to faithful
believers (Rev. 3:11)


