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z From Pastor Scott z
Dear Grace Church family:

Welcome to the new edition of  our Gracenotes newsletter! Gracenotes will continue to bring you the content you are 
familiar with, providing our church family and friends with all the pertinent information regarding events and 
activities in the church, but in a fresh, easier-to-read digital format. 

Additionally, we will be able to expand and grow as the need arises, and, since it is a digital format, you will have 
access to related information and resources that a paper copy cannot provide. And best of  all, as more and more of  
our church family switches over to the email version, it’s a huge cost savings to the church because we don’t have to 
print, staple, fold, label and stamp and mail the copies, let alone the savings in trees!

In a sense, you could say that it’s a revival of  our current Gracenotes newsletter. The word “revival” is based on the 
Latin re-vivere, which means to reinvigorate or to restore to life, to renew or to revitalize. Publications, people, 
friendships, and even institutions get complacent or into ruts, and need revival from time to time. 

In fact, beginning September 13, our Homecoming Rally Day, we will begin a new message series called Revival, 
based on Pastor Adam Hamilton’s book of  the same name. As Christians, our spiritual vitality or passion can wane 
over time, and the fire which we once felt in our hearts can diminish. And so in these six weeks, we will go back to 
the roots of  Methodism, back to John Wesley and revisit just what sparked his heart to become “strangely warmed” 
and what it’s like to rediscover a vital faith. You can see a preview of  the series by Adam Hamilton by clicking 
HERE. 

I pray that as we return from our summer excursions, regroup and refocus with the coming of  the fall season, that 
we would all experience the vision, the promise, the revival of  God’s Spirit within us both in our personal lives and 
in our church. And may God continue to bless us as we become an inclusive community that is passionately following Jesus 
Christ. 

In Christ’s love,

Pastor Scott
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Peace be with you!

Yesterday, in the early evening, my daughter Ayin and I went for a stroll. There was a cool, fresh, gentle 
breeze as we walked along the streets near our home. We saw many of  our new neighbors, some were 
watering their lawns, others jogging and some were enjoying a walk with their dogs. With every person 
we met, it was Ayin who was the first to wave and say in her loudest voice, “Hi!” To my delight she was 
greeted back with big smiles and enthusiastic “Hello’s.” 

I learned something very important from Ayin’s approach to people that 
evening. Even though she didn’t know the people that we encountered, she 
was not shy in greeting them with a simple hello and a smile. 

This may not seem all that important in our busy lives, but I truly believe 
that because she was not afraid to be the first one to open her heart and 
greet others with a joyful and heartfelt “hi”, they were able to do the same. 
This reaffirmed my belief  that we, as the children of  God and the disciples 
of  Jesus, should enthusiastically open our hearts and minds to the people in 
our local community as well as those in our church.

Soon, the summer will end and we will be back to the daily routine of  life. On one hand, it is sad to say 
goodbye to the lazy days of  summer, but on the other hand, we will be able to once again join in good 
fellowship as autumn approaches

Until then, continue to open your hearts and freely welcome those at Grace UMC as well as those in our 
local community. I hope that our joy and delight in Jesus Christ will overflow to all those around us and 
help us grow as a church. I am eager to see all of  you as summer winds down and I look forward to 
spending time with all of  you on Rally Day.

Peace and grace,
Pastor Jin

MEET & SPEAK WITH BISHOP SCHOL

Each year, Bishop John Schol visits each region of our Greater New Jersey 
Annual Conference for a time of vision, reflection, and dialogue. This year’s 
visit will be on Thursday, September 10 from 7-9 PM at the Boonton United 
Methodist Church. This is a wonderful opportunity to get the bigger picture 
of the United Methodist Church as we continue to move forward in the 
21st Century. 

For directions to the church, click HERE. 

z From Pastor Jinz
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Coffee Chats & Membership
We have many new faces at Grace, and it takes a while to get to know one another and to 
get familiar with all that Grace has to offer. Even for long-time attenders, individuals will have 
questions such as, “What do the trustees do?”, “Why do we do certain things in worship?” and 
“What makes Methodists different from other churches?”

To help address these and other questions, beginning September 27th we will have Coffee With 
the Pastors. This will be a great opportunity in a small group format to ask the questions you’ve 
never had the opportunity to ask, especially if you are considering joining our church family. 

The Coffee will be the 4th Sunday of each month from 11:15 
AM until 12 Noon. 

And speaking of considering joining our church family, our 
Fall Membership Class will take place on Wednesday 
evenings from 6:30 to 8:00 PM. The dates are October 7, 14, 
and 21. New members will be received at the 10:00 AM 
service on October 25. Please contact Pastor Scott if you will 
to be in the fall class, or if you have questions. 

OVERFLOW INDOOR EDITION

Our Overflow worship service this summer, with “music, message and a meal”, was a wonderful 
success as an opportunity for those who were away over the 
weekend, worked on Sunday mornings or simply preferred an 
alternative style of worship, to join together and worship Jesus 
Christ. 

As the fall approaches, we will be moving Overflow indoors. Still 
meeting at 5 PM on Sunday evenings, we will meet in the 
sanctuary beginning September 20 (there is no Overflow on 
September 13 for Homecoming Rally Day). 

We are also seeking persons who sing or play acoustic guitar or keyboards, and those who 
would like to train to be part of the Tech Team. If this is you, contact Pastor Scott.  
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Our Fall Worship Schedule
Sunday morning worship is a means of God’s grace, where we draw closer to our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. It is a time of refreshment and renewal, a time to spiritually prepare to meet 
the challenges of the week ahead, and a time to be in fellowship with our sisters and brothers 
from our Grace UMC family. 

And so with the importance of our Sunday worship in mind, this spring our program ministry 
staff (music, Christian education, and pastors) met to discuss how we could offer the best 
Sunday morning worship experience possible. The Vision Team and our church Ad Council 
joined in the conversation, and with the benchmark of excellence in worship while meeting 
the needs of both our current and future congregation, discussed how we could make our 
worship a fuller, broader, more engaging and fulfilling experience. 

These conversations, along with the results of a congregational survey offered in June, have 
led to an exciting, spiritually enriching Sunday morning program to begin this fall. The 
centerpiece of our Sunday morning is our main worship service, which will continue to be held 
at its current time, 10:00 AM. In addition, Grace will offer our Chapel Service at 8:00 AM, and 
continue to offer Bible study, Sunday School, and music rehearsals in the morning. 

Newly added to the Sunday morning offerings will be a new thematic DVD study time geared 
to young adults and parents of young children, and the all-new JAM (Jesus And Me) time for 
children to attend while their parents are in either the DVD study or rehearsing with one of the 
musical teams. There will be something for everyone on Sunday mornings this fall! We will also 
continue to offer the Overflow worship service at 5:00 PM for those who work or have sports on 
Sunday mornings, or prefer an alternative worship setting. 

For an overview of Sunday mornings, see the graphic on this page, or visit our web site, 
www.gumc.org/worship . Praise God as we worship and grow together!
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Vision Team Update
The purpose of the Vision Team is “To 

create a vision for Grace UMC, which builds upon 
our traditions while embracing the future, in order 
to cultivate a newfound vitality within our 
congregation.”

Our church has just recently finished a 
church wide study using Rick Warren’s book What 
On Earth Am I Here For?, with the purpose of the 
study being to help each one of us to determine 
the proper direction for our own lives.  The major 
focus of the Vision Team is to try to help to 
determine the proper direction for Grace UMC.  
Following the five ministries of Jesus Christ, 
(welcoming, nurture, worship, discipleship, and 
outreach) the team has developed a vision 
statement for Grace UMC, which reads as follows:  
To be an inclusive community that is passionately 
following Jesus Christ.   The purpose of a vision 
statement is to set a goal for the church and its 
members.  We are now in the process of 
developing a mission statement around the ideas 
of embrace, engage, and serve, with the purpose 
of the mission statement being how we as a 
church hope to attain our goal.

To this end the team helped to develop the 
plan for an alternative service on Sunday evenings 
at 5 beginning at the end of June with the hope of 
meeting the needs of those in the congregation 
who have other commitments on Sunday 
mornings, and to hopefully draw some new 
members into our church as well.  We have also 
been discussing the realignment of the church staff 
in order to help us to best achieve the vision of the 
church.  Going forward we are planning visits to 
other churches to help us to best determine how 
to best meet the five ministries set forth by Jesus 
Christ.  We have also been studying the 
demographic study of our area to help us to best 
determine the needs of the surrounding 
community.

This is an exciting time for our church and 
while we still face many challenges, we welcome 
the opportunity to develop an action plan for our 
church that will help to maintain the welcoming 
atmosphere that we have always had here, and 
at the same time help it to grow and prosper into 
the 21st century.  As a team we hope and pray 
that God will answer our prayers for welfare and 
benefit for all those involved at Grace United 
Methodist Church in Wyckoff.  

In Romans 12:5 it states, “In Christ we who 
are many form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others.”  In its essence this is 
what, I believe, our Vision Team here at Grace 
UMC is hoping to accomplish.  A unified church 
that has become an inclusive community that is 
passionately following Jesus Christ.  We hope to 
accomplish this goal by being able to embrace all 
people, and to encourage one another to grow in 
Christ’s likeness in order to serve our neighbors 
both near and far.  Many Christians can recite John 
3:16, but I am not as certain as to how many can 
recite 1 John 3:16 which states, “This is how we 
know what love is: Christ gave his life for us.  We 
too, then, ought to give our lives for our brothers 
and sisters!”  My friends Grace UMC is at a crucial 
time in its ministry, and it is essential that we all 
come together and work together to further the 
growth of our church so that it will not simply 
survive, but begin to thrive once again.

One of the greatest challenges we face is 
being able to continue to build upon our traditions 
here at Grace, while cultivating a newfound vitality 
within our congregation as well.  However, I feel 
confident that we can and will achieve our goals 
here at Grace because we are a welcoming 
church that does embrace all people.  And at 
Grace UMC, “embracing all” means that we see 
all persons as created in the image of God and 
bearing sacred worth and dignity.  We invite all 
individuals, couples, and families to participate 
fully in the life of our church regardless of age, 
race, ethnic background, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, physical or mental condition, 
marital status, family situation, or economic 
standing.  Therefore, I believe, that going forward 
we will have many opportunities to display what a 
great church and congregation that we have 
here at Grace.

In conclusion, I would ask that you continue 
to pray for our church and for the members of our 
Vision Team that we may be blessed with the 
wisdom and understanding that is needed for 
Grace UMC to continue its ministry into the 21st 
century and beyond.

Thomas Kemper
Vision Team Member
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Did you know that Grace has a new small group whose main purpose 
is to create lap quilts to provide comfort for the infirmed in hospitals, 
hospice care, nursing homes, the homebound, bereaved or those 
living in stressful situations? We plan to reach out to the local 
community as well as our own church congregation.

We are just starting out at this point and do not have a stockpile of 
quilts yet, however we would like to invite anyone within our 
community to provide us the names of individuals who would benefit 
from the comfort of a pretty lap quilt.  We have six people who have 
joined our group so far and we are willing to grow as our ministry 
grows.  All you need is a sewing machine and the desire to create!  

We meet on Thursday mornings from 9am-12pm at 464 Hartung Dr. 
Wyckoff.  Please call Merryl to let us know you’re coming at 201 560 
0602.  

If you wish to support our ministry but lack the ability or desire to sew 
yourself, we are accepting donations of fabric or thread that is 100% 
cotton.  Please leave all donations in the church office and we will 
pick it up from there.  Thank you for your help in reaching out to those 
in need of a little love!

Congregational Care Team
The Congregational Care Team is a nurturing ministry of our church. The goal of the team is to 
care for homebound members and members in the hospital. The team visits homebound 
members regularly with the Holy Communion and members in the hospital also. If you are in 
hospital or know a member in the hospital, please contact the church office, Charlotte Ewing 
at 856-912-6672, or Marion Archer at 973-423-3920. Also if you would like to participate in this 
vital ministry, please contact us.

Grace Quilters



Choir Notes
 We’re excited to start the new year ahead (remember, September is my personal 
Happy New Year!), but more than usual, I’m sad to see this summer come to a close. I think we 
all yearn for more time to relax, to collect, to catch-up, to be ridiculous, or at the least, to clear 
out yet another box from the garage or attic. As I always do, I am establishing my New Year’s 
resolution for September, and I’d like to share it with you: to meditate. Over the summer I’ve 
given much thought to the Christian act of prayer, and the Eastern art of meditation; my 
conclusion is that prayer is active (and we could all stand to do more of it, certainly myself 
included) but that meditation is passive, and serves a different purpose. The lessons of this past 
year for me are that I need to spend time contemplating the world, the blessings, and the life 
God has given me, each day. With great intent, I am going to try something new. It’s honestly 
a little scary …being trapped in my own mind that much, that long …and that is the best 
reason I have for doing this.
            So here is my challenge: be a little scared, and try something new. I have not yet 
released my survey (as promised in my last article), as I felt a stronger response would come in 
September. Please watch our weekly Grace Connections emails for that to come. For many 
people, singing is meditative, certainly for those who hum. I urge you to sing, to sing more, to 
sing out, in the car, the shower, and the pew. Additionally, I challenge you to sing better, and 
to do so with intent: Senior and Youth Choirs meet Wednesday evenings, and Children’s and 
Men’s Choirs on Sunday mornings (see what I did there?). Additionally, the Bell Choir is a great 
way to dip your toe into the pond of music, and you don’t need to read music. If you can 
count to four, you’re good to go.
 

For more information on all of this, feel free to email me.  In the meantime, please mark your 
calendars for a fantastic year ahead:

 
• September 9th:  Wednesday Choirs begin rehearsals

 
• September 20th:  Sunday Choirs begin rehearsals

 
• October 18th:   Music Feeds the Soul, the 6th annual concert benefiting CUMAC           

 
• November 22nd:  Music Family Lunch and Combined Rehearsal

 
• December 6th:  The Annual Candlelight Christmas Concert

 
God calls us to serve Him, and each other, with bravery and perseverance. I will spend this 

year bravely sorting out my brain. What will you do? Whatever the answer, as the song says, 
“Onward Christian soldiers…”

Kevin Cummines
Director of Music
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In his book The Purpose Driven Church Pastor Rick Warren states that,  “a church must always 
be growing larger and smaller at the same time.”  By that he meant that the health of a 
church must have a balance between its large group celebrations and the small groups that 
it has created.  

In a recent survey, conducted in our church this past spring many of  you showed an interest 
in creating some new small groups at Grace UMC.  As one of the small group coordinators 
here at Grace I would be happy to help you to get started with this ministry.  Therefore, I am 
inviting you to attend an organizational meeting on September 20th following our 10:00 A.M. 
church service so that we could talk and discuss this 
further.  

Would you please RSVP back to me by September 13th so 
that we have an idea as to how many people will be in 
attendance.  I hope to see you then.

God Bless,
Tom Kemper

Holland Christian Home

Small Groups Organizational Meeting

The Holland Christian Home Foundation cordially invites you to celebrate the 
120th Anniversary of the Holland Christian Home.  A Dinner will be held 
Wednesday, September 16, 2015 at 6:00 pm at the Tides Estate located at 
1245 Belmont Ave. in North Haledon. The evening’s guest speaker will be Rev. 
Dr. Michael Brown, Senior Minister of Marble Collegiate Church, NY. 

For tickets, please contact the Foundation office at 973-427-4087 ext. 651 as soon as possible.
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Stephen Ministry Moment
At a recent church service  I was blessed to 
have heard my good friend Matt Shurts 
perform the anthem, “Oh, I Want to Know You 
More” by Steve Fry, and it got me to thinking 
what does it really mean to want to know 
Christ more.  I know that in the Great 
Commandment Jesus tells us, “Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, all your soul, all 
your mind, and with all your strength, and to 
also love our neighbor as ourselves,”(Matthew 
22:37-40) but I decided to see where else in 
scripture this concept of helping your 
neighbor is mentioned again.  A cursory 
glance at this revealed over 75 mentions in 
scripture where God is calling us to help our 
neighbors.  I particularly like Philippians 2:4 
which states “Let each of you look not only to 
his own interests, but also to the interests of 
others.”  Simply put, Jesus told us to care for 
others just as he did.  I truly know how hectic 
and stressful everyday life can be; in fact, at 
times it seems totally overwhelming to some 
of us.  However, Jesus is telling us to give all of 
our burdens to Him, and by doing so this will 
free us to center no longer on ourselves but 
on the needs of others because we know that 
He will take care of all of our needs because 
He loves us and promises good things for our 
lives. 

One way to make a difference in the life of 
someone else is to become a Stephen 
Minister.  As a Stephen Minister you will be 

trained how to listen and care for someone 
who is suffering or in need of someone to talk 
to.  The compassion that Christ has placed in 
all of our hearts can best be displayed by 
building up a hurting person and restoring 
their life to a place of peace and comfort.  
While the prospect of trying to accomplish this 
may seem overwhelming to you, nothing in 
this world is too big for our God. A new 
Stephen Minister training class will be 
beginning on Monday October 19th at 7:00 
P.M. in our church and there you will begin to 
be trained to make a difference in someone’s 
life.  If you feel the Lord calling you to 
become a Stephen Minister, to reach out to 
others and help them as Christ helps us then I 
urge you to reach out to one of the Stephen 
leaders listed below for the answer to any 
questions that you may have or for any 
additional information.  If you truly want to 
get to know Christ more, this may very well be 
the place for you to begin.

Merryl Dietz   201-560-0602 

Judy Anne White    973-227-3984

Tom Kemper   201-572-5674

Roger White       862-684-5370

What is Stephen Ministry all about?

What will I learn as I train to be a Stephen Minister? 
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Missions: Volunteers Needed!

HABITAT FOR 
HUMANITY 
WORK DAY 
SATURDAY

The next Habitat work 
day is scheduled for Saturday, September 19th. We 
are delighted to report there has been increasing 
interest in supporting Habitat for Humanity and we 
invite you to join in this important effort. You don’t 
have to have carpentry skills to make a difference 
to a family in need.  Joe DeMaio heads our 
congregation’s efforts for Habitat. Volunteers meet 
in the church parking lot at 7:30 am or at the 
Paterson Headquarters at 7:45.  If you plan to 
attend, email Joe at (demajoe@yahoo.com) in the 
week prior to the work date.  Include the best 
phone number to contact you in case there is a 
cancellation.  Also, please remember to bring a 
packed lunch.  If you don’t have access to email 
please contact Joe at (973) 248-0370 for more 
information.

FAMILY PROMISE 
2 DINNERS ON THE SAME 

WEEKEND

On Friday, September 18th, our church will be 
hosting a Family Promise dinner for families with 
children at the First Presbyterian Church in Ramsey.  
This is the first time we will be hosting a dinner for 
families and we hope you will help this new effort.  

We will prepare dinner for 6 -14 people (plus 
volunteers), including children.  We must provide 
two adult volunteers to spend the night at the 
church and at least two people to prepare food for 
the families and bring it to the church in Ramsey.  
Family Promise is also hoping that a few of our 
church families will bring children to the dinner to 
interact with the young guests at the dinner.  We will 
not know how many families, or the ages of the 
children we will be hosting, until the week before.  If 
you are interested in volunteering for this new 
opportunity to help 
families in our 
community, please 
call Leigh Bolton 
(201) 891-9221 for 
more information.

On Sunday, 
September 20th (the 
same weekend as 
the family dinner) we 
will also provide 
dinner for up to 150 guests at the Family Promise 
walk-in shelter in Hackensack.  This is our last 
scheduled dinner for 2015 and we will need a full 
complement of volunteers.   We hope you will sign 
up to bake desserts, serve at the shelter, prep the 
dinner or help clean up our church kitchen once 
the dinner is cooked. Volunteers must be at least 14 
years old to serve at the shelter, but children of all 
ages are encouraged to help in the kitchen.   There 
will be sign-up sheets in the church bulletin two 
weeks prior to the dinner.

Family  Promise also requests that we provide small 
personal care items such as shampoo, lotions, tooth 
brushes, tooth paste, shower gel, razors and shaving 
cream (like those you receive during hotel stays.)  
Please place them in the box marked “Family 
Promise” in the library.

There are 10 different opportunities in this edition of Grace Notes to 
help others in our community. Please help our church help our 
community by helping with one or more of the various opportunities 
found in this section… You can Make a difference! 

You do not need to be a member of the Mission Committee to help 
those in need. Call Co-Chairs Leigh Bolton (201) 891-9221 or Tracy Cornwell (201) 847-8847 to 
help or suggest a new volunteer idea.
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C.A.M.P. YDP ANNUAL 
LUNCHEON FUNDRAISER & BACK 

PACK DRIVE

Many thanks to everyone who contributed 
backpacks and monetary donations to provide 
backpacks to C.A.M.P. YDP in Paterson.   Lorraine 
Lees oversaw this project and is happy to report that 
every child at C.A.M.P. YDP received a brand new 
back pack to start the school year. 

C.A.M.P. YDP’S  3rd 
Annual Awards 
Luncheon is Saturday, 
September 26, 2015 at 
12:30pm at the 
Brownstone House, 351 
W. Broadway, Paterson, 
NJ 07522.   C.A.M.P. YDP 
is an exciting and enriching after-school and pre-
school program serving Paterson's North Side and 
neighboring communities. The school is located in 
an area where most parents cannot afford to pay 
for these programs. The annual awards luncheon is 
a vital fundraiser to generate much-needed funds 
for C.A.M.P. YDP.  We hope members of our 
congregation will help support this important cause.  
To reserve your tickets please call Pat Francis, YDP 
banquet co-chair, at (973) 790-0887. 

CUMAC FOOD PANTRY 
DONATIONS & ACTION AGAINST 

FOOD HUNGER DRIVE

On Sunday, October 4th CUMAC will once again join 
the North Jersey Media Group to collect and 
distribute tens of thousands of pounds of food for 
area feeding programs.  If you have a group that 
would like to volunteer to help sort and organize 
incoming donations for distribution to hungry 
families, please contact CUMAC at http://
events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?
llr=qhphuxcab&oeidk=a07ebckzgvd6d03ac05.  

Please note this is a very popular event and CUMAC 
will be accepting volunteers on a first-come first-
serve basis.  Plan to register early to ensure your 
group’s spot.

Reminder from CUMAC: Aside from monetary 
donations, CUMAC continues to request that only 
food, clothing and shoes be donated. CUMAC does 
not regularly accept our household items, games, 
toys, baby furniture, electronic equipment, etc.  
Please DO NOT leave items other than food and 
clothing in the limited area by the library doors.    If 
you have a new or gently used household item that 
you believe CUMAC could sell in its gift shop to help 
fund its food mission, please contact the office or 
Leigh Bolton.  The CUMAC truck will pick up our 
items on Wednesday, September 2nd and 
Wednesday, September 16th. 

CLIP COUPONS TO HELP OUR 
CHURCH & OASIS

Thanks to everyone who has been bringing in 
coupons to help support projects at our church and 
Oasis, a shelter for women and children in Paterson.  
If you get the Sunday papers and throw out your 
manufacturer coupon flyers (e.g. Smart Source, 
P&G and RedPlum) please bring them to the church 
instead. You can put the entire coupon flyers in the 
bag marked “coupons” in the library and we will 
clip he coupons we need to purchase items for 
shelter dinners, CUMAC, and Oasis.   

CHRISTIAN HEALTH CARE 
CENTER BINGO PRIZES

Christian Health Care Center residents are very 
grateful for any new or gently 
used items you can donate as 
prizes for their popular bingo 
games. Please place them in 
the bag in the library marked 
“CHCC bingo”.  Favorite 
prizes include costume jewelry 
(necklaces, clip-on earrings, 
pins, bracelets), toiletries 
(cologne, perfume, 
aftershave, tissues, shower caps), pens, scarves, 
handkerchiefs, picture frames, seasonal 
decorations, note pads, wall calendars, socks, ties, 
picture frames, puzzle books, puzzles, word search 
and crossword books, or room decor items.  



ECCR is a non profit organization, providing residential services for individuals of all ages with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities.
 
On May 13th,  the new Mountain Ave Wyckoff Group Home officially opened. Five Men reside there. This 
year there  are plans to open three  more  Group Homes.One  in Waldwick, one in Alllendale, and one 
in  Hawthorne... On September  10, 2015 the Waldwick Home will open and there will be five women in 
that home.

Each group home will be partnered  with a Church. Our Church has been partnered with the Wyckoff 
Group Home. Each Church will offer  a weekly 
Bible Study in the Group Home. The Churches will 
also welcome the residents and staff into their 
Worship Service and  to the Church community.

The following Churches will be involved :
Wyckoff Home- Grace United Methodist Church
Waldwick Home- Christ Community Church
Allendale Home-Calvary Lutheran Church
Hawthorne- Abundant Life Reformed Church

In the  Outreach newsletter from ECCR, Grace 
Church was acknowledged.
I thank the entire Grace Church community for making the residents  feel loved and welcomed at our 
Church. In addition, there was a special thank you for our recent study group “What On Earth Are We 
Here For”. This group contributed and had a house warming party to donate many of the articles 
needed for the home.

We have been busy with our new adopted ECCR group home in Wyckoff.
We have continued with our weekly Bible study program at the Group Home.
Some of the residents have been coming to church on Sundays with a caregiver.
Thank you for welcoming them. They are so happy to be part of Grace Church.! 

“ Love your neighbor as yourself ” Mark 12:31)

Weekly Bible services are on  Thursdays at 4:00 to 4:30 pm.
 We are looking for volunteers from Grace Church to assist once a week for   half an hour. You can 
participate  weekly, once or twice a month or whenever you can.  There are no special  skills required 
only a  loving and serving heart. Call   or  email me to volunteer or find out more information Carol 
Moore at 201 891-7327 home # , 201 470- 0612 cell #, or email at carola.moore @verizon.net

Thank you  in advance for partnering in this beautiful ministry and for your welcoming the residents to 
Grace Church.We can't continue with this ministry without your support. Come and join us !

Carol Moore

Save the date, there  will be  the 50th ECCR Country Fair on Saturday, September 26, 2015. It will be held 
at theMunicipal field in Wyckoff. There will be Rides,Games, Food, Crafts, Entertainment and so much 
more. Save the Date and come out to support the ECCR.

Eastern Christian Children’s Retreat (ECCR)



Everest VBS
What a Great Thrill We Had

The staff at Grace Church wants to give a mountainous shout
out to all those who spent the time and energy that made
our 2015 VBS program a total success!!!

Our group of 42 children, students, and leaders had a great
time singing, learning at Bible Expeditions, experiencing
Imagination Stations, doing Glacier Games, being in the 
Spotlight and eating Mountaintop Treats!! 
(still trying to guess who was the Base Camp Leader with the 
Angry Bird hat??!!)

We raised $95 for Nepal – the Methodist Conference connection that will help bring clean 
water to the people and children of Nepal.

Those who deserve a thank you for their efforts Praising God on Everest:
Pastor Kim and Pastor Scott, Sarah Shurts, Kelly Vitale – Celebration & Lead Teachers
Kathy Bellman, Karen Bostwick, Adele Peterson, Susan Walker – Program coordinators
Auxilary Helpers –Jason Bostwick, Chris Cauda, Mike Cauda, Kelly Conlon, Lorraine Lees,
Lori Vanderaa.
Base Camp Singers and Skit participants – Kate Bellman, and Kris Hiltke
Climbing Crew - Sr. Leaders – Kate Bellman, Kris Hiltke, John Pakosinski
Climbing Crew – Jr. Leaders – Lauren Achter, Megan Allen, Will Allen,Samantha Bellman, 
Hannah Cicco, Kayla and Beth Franzone.

The time spent was huge but it was all worth it; to see the expressions on their faces
As they learned about  How Great is our God!!

SEE YOU NEXT YEAR FOR 2016 VBS….CAVE QUEST!!!!!   



Please contact Katy Ryerson at 
katy.ryerson@gumc.org

or text Katy at 862-485-1905 (text only)

Mondays starting 
September 19
Junior High 6:30-8pm
Senior High 7:30-9pm

mailto:katy.ryerson@gumc.org?subject=From%20Newsletter/Youth%20Group:
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Developing aFriendship (Pad)

Attention Ladies!!
SAVE the DATE

Oct 4th
12:30-2:30pm

Welcome/Baby Shower for

Jung Ae & Baby Boy Kim

RSVP by email or call Merryl at 
201-560-0602

Our Friendship Pads which we fill out in worship 
are very useful tools. One of  the most obvious is 
that, when they are passed along the pew and 
there are guests sitting in the pew, you get to 
learn each other’s names (Hint: it’s always best to 
pass the pad to the opposite end, and then have it 
come back to the starting point so the first person 
gets to see the name of  the last person). 

However, the Friendship 
Pads do much more 
than that. When you fill 
out the pad, our 
Membership Secretary 
records your 
attendance. This helps 
our Congregational 
Care Team to notice if  
you’ve been absent for a 
number of  consecutive weeks. If  so, we can touch 
base with you so ensure that you’re okay, or to see 
if  there is anything you need, including a visit. 

Additionally, when we have guests with us in 
worship and they fill out the pads, our Church 
Growth Team can follow up with them to make 
sure that they had a meaningful worship 
experience, and also bring an apple pie to their 
home to thank them for visiting with us.  

The challenge is, of  course, if  our guests don’t fill 
the pad out completely, we cannot follow up with 
them, or bring them an apple pie, or invite them 
back or tell them about all of  the wonderful 
programs for their family here at Grace. And 
when that happens, all of  time and money spent 
on advertising, and all of  your efforts to invite 

people to church, as well as our 
endeavor to “re-grow” the 
church, are in vain. 

It’s human nature, when you are 
visiting a new place, to do what 
the “locals” do, and to follow their 
lead so as not to stick out. That is 
why it is so vitally important for 
all of  us, whether we’ve been at 

Grace for 50 days or fifty years, to 
fill out the Friendship Pad completely, every time 
you are here, because we have guest just about 
every Sunday. It may take you an extra 10-15 
seconds, but when you do this you are doing your 
part to help build up the Body of  Christ here at 
Grace Church. 

Please don’t forget to check our 
website for an updated calendar of  

events
Please click here

 http://www.gumc.org/calendar

Calendar
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Homecoming Rally Day Sunday
THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME!

Each year as the summer draws to a close, our focus returns to items such as getting back into our fall 
routine, back to school, back to work, and back to church. With everyone so busy and scattered during 
the summer months, getting back together is truly a homecoming as we once again connect with the 
people we know and love. 

This year’s homecoming will be on Sunday, 
September 13. We will hold one service that day 
at 10:00 AM for an exciting and fulfilling time of  
worship, followed by a church family picnic outside 
under the tent. Our theme is “A Place to Call Home.”

Homecoming Rally Day is also a wonderful 
opportunity to invite a friend who doesn’t currently 
have a church home, but may be searching for 
greater meaning and purpose in their life. It’s also a 
great time for family members who may have been 
away for a while to come back and see the great 
things God is doing through the people of  Grace. 

To make the event a success, we will also need your help. First, as mentioned above, be sure to bring a 
friend to worship. Secondly, for the picnic, we are asking families with last names beginning with A-M to 
bring a salad or side dish, and N-Z to bring a dessert. If  you can help in other ways, please contact Katy 
Ryerson.

Did you know that each month, the staff and volunteers at Grace produce, print, fold 
and mail over 200 editions of the Grace Notes newsletter? That's a LOT of time, postage, 
ink and trees! In an effort to save on resources and expenses,

Beginning in September, we will move to an electronic delivery method for the Grace 
Notes via email, our web site, and Facebook; we will also have a few hard copies on the 
information tables in the church. If you are unable to access any of these versions, 
please contact the church office and we will make a hard copy available.

Going Green
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In the News...
Bill De Block was pictured in the Travel Section of The Record on Sunday,  June 28th, when 
he traveled to Hope College in Holland, MI for his 40th class reunion.

Photos from our Vacation Bible School program, Everest, was featured in the Suburban 
News of July 30th.

Congratulations
Adam Brovarone, on being 
named to the Dean’s List for 
the spring 2015 semester at 
the University of South 
Carolina.

Wedding Anniversary
Congratulations to Dewayne 
and Joanne Naylor who 
celebrated their 29th 
wedding anniversary on July 
26th.

Sympathy
Our condolences have been 
expressed to John Lovatt and 
his family at the passing of his 
father, James, on July 25, 2015 
at the age of 98.

Also, as you know, many of us enjoy the convenience of electronic banking, from 
paying our credit cards, utilities or mortgage, to transferring money and applying for 
loans. But did you know that you can also give your tithes and offerings to your church 
electronically?

With automatic debit (ACH), you can have your bank send your donations to the church 
either semi-monthly or monthly, without ever licking an envelope! You decide how much 
to give and when the transfer takes place, and you can suspend or stop the process at 
any time. 

Automatic debit is good for the environment because there are no more checks or 
envelopes, good for you because it's convenient and FREE, and good for your church 
because it helps to smooth out cash flow during the summer months- never again worry 
about "catching up" from vacation!

Simply download the Electronic Giving Authorization Form from our web site, fill it out 
and bring it by the church office along with a voided check. It's that easy! 

Lastly, be sure to send the church office any address, phone, or email changes or 
updates, and ask to be included in Pastor Scott’s weekly Connections email newsletter 
to stay up-to-date on all of our church happenings.
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