
 
 

Dear HTPC Family, 

 I can’t help but compare where we are now to this time last year. This may be the second April of 

the COVID era, but there is a distinctive feeling of hopefulness in the air that I can’t say I noticed last 

year. Perhaps it’s because we can worship in person now while this time last year, we worshiped 

exclusively online with no end in sight. Or perhaps it’s because, with the vaccine rollout, more and more 

people are protected, and fewer and fewer seem to be getting sick. Or perhaps it’s because the economic 

recovery is well underway, and people are, slowly but surely, returning to the workforce. Or maybe it’s 

a combination of all these things.  

 But the most striking difference to me is that this Easter actually feels like Easter. That is to say, 

this time last year felt like Lent had just extended well into the summer and fall. Several commentators 

referred to last year as “the long Lent.”  

 But this year, there’s a crack in the door that until now had remained closed. The stone has been 

rolled ever so slightly, allowing light to flood in. The question becomes for us, what do we do with that 

light? Do we immediately try to go back to the way things were as if nothing happened? Resurrection is 

not the same as restoration; Jesus’ wounds prove that even a resurrected life bear scars.  

 Perhaps the biggest obstacle we face in living a resurrected life is our certainty of what resurrection 

and salvation are supposed to look like. Jesus’ disciples struggled to comprehend what a post-Easter 

world would look like. They could make sense of the miracles, teachings, and the prophets. They could 

even make sense of Jesus’ death, even a violent death, because they had seen that before. But the 

resurrection was completely new, and life after the tomb was unfathomable.  

 I had a professor in seminary who was teaching about mystical religious experiences. He once 

asked us to imagine that a 1st century Christian was magically transported beyond time and space to 

spend ten seconds inside our classroom and then imagine what they might be experiencing. Would they 

be able to make sense of the lights overhead or the projector screen illuminating the wall? What would 

they think of all the people dressed in strange clothes with laptops? They might think they were in heaven 

(or hell). The point is that they would have had nothing in their contemporary experience to compare to 

it,  not unlike what the disciples experienced when they encountered the risen Christ.  

 What is this new thing? What does it mean? And most importantly, how am I going to live my 

life from now on, having experienced it?  

 Perhaps Christ’s resurrection doesn’t have the same effect on us anymore. Maybe we’ve grown 

too accustomed to it, taken it for granted, or not questioned it enough. Or maybe the scandal of the empty 

tomb is not a scandal at all anymore, but just a fact we accept without reservation.   

 But what would it look like for us to be shook up by Easter? What would it look like for Christ’s 

resurrection to be just as mind-blowing to us as it was for the disciples? What would it look like for us 

to suspend our expectations of what resurrection and salvation look like allow ourselves to be surprised?  

 What do you think? 

In Christ, 

Seth Saathoff  



Prayer Requests 

Ruth Elaine Smith; Deanie Nunns; a niece of Betts Miller; Dennis and Cindy Parker; Larry Yano; Jean 

DeKunder; Jo Arensberg’s son; Rudy and Idalia Gomez, Carlos Baladez’s in-laws; Vicki Watson; Abbie 

McGhee, Jan McGhee’s daughter-in-law; Cooper Schmidt, great nephew to Linda Marrs; Gary Wagner 

Jr, Bob Wagner’s nephew; Pat and Bob Wagner; Maria Goldinger, Joe Scutti’s sister; a nephew of Will 

Ann Nava; Ellen Reesh, John Herman’s niece; Betty Hernandez; Beth Harrington Zipp, Sharon 

Harrington’s daughter; Sally Abney, Pat Wagner’s sister; Diana Luna; Beth Davis and Paul Gonsalez; 

Sabrina Jefferies; Leah Strickland. 

Facebook Page link (to view each week’s Sunday worship service) 

The following link will take you to the Facebook page for Holy Trinity Presbyterian Church.  This is 

where the live stream for each Sunday service takes place at 10:05 AM. 

https://www.facebook.com/HolyTrinityPresSA 

Officer of the Day and Usher Team for 4/18/2021:  

Linda Koehler is the OD and team 2 is the usher team. 

Officer of the Day and Usher Team for 4/25/2021: 

Kim Reyes-Ellis in the OD and team 3 is the usher team. 

New Caregiver Needed 

We would like to send a big, BIG thank you to Cindy Parker for her many years serving as a caregiver!  

Due to the health of her husband, Cindy has decided that it is time to step down from her caregiver 

position.  She will be very missed as a caregiver!  With that said, Niesha Marshall is in need of a new 

caregiver.  The new caregiver does not need to serve in the same area that Cindy was overseeing.  If you 

are interested in becoming a caregiver, please contact Niesha Marshall! She can be reached at (210) 663-

2406.   

Randolph Area Christian Assistance Program (RACAP) 

Current pantry Needs: The good news is that the food pantry is currently so well stocked that 

no donations are needed at this time. Thank you to all who have given generously to keep the 

food pantry well supplied.  
 

HTPC Presbyterian Women Happenings 

The next HTPC Presbyterian Women’s board meeting will be on Monday April 12, at 7:00 PM.  

 

May 2, we will host a Gathering in the Garden.  Please bring a sack lunch! 

 

May 16, during our Worship Service, we will be electing the Nominees for our upcoming Women's 

Board. 

The Nominees are: 

Moderator - Katherine Mahaffy 

Vice Moderator – Terry Widmer 

Treasurer – Dru Cessac 

Search Committee Chair – Niesha Marshall 

Corresponding Secretary – Diane McReynolds 

Recording Secretary – Teri Heinzmann 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/HolyTrinityPresSA


Order of Worship for Sunday, April 18, 2021 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 

Leader: How joyful it is to celebrate the good news of God’s love! 

People: God’s steadfast love endures forever! 

Leader: Once, we were no people. Now, we are God’s people! 

People: We are called to be Easter people! 

Leader: Darkness cannot claim us; fear cannot bind us; Christ is risen! 

People: Christ is risen indeed! 
 

Opening Hymn     The Day of Resurrection!          Hymn No. 233 
     

Prayer of Confession  

Gracious God, you gave us your greatest gift, your son Jesus Christ, and we still don’t 

understand what’s going on. You call us to be people of courage, hope, and faith, but we 

run, hide, doubt, and fear. Through Jesus Christ you give us new life, but we continue to 

try to resurrect our old selves and revive old habits and sins.  
 

Shake us up, Lord! Forgive us when we need prodding over and over again. Help us to 

see the presence of Jesus in our lives and in the lives of our neighbors. Enable us to 

remember what he taught us, and help us live as his faithful disciples, serving you and 

your people. Change us and remold us, that we may become your Easter people. Amen.  
 

Confession Response  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today!     Verse 2, Hymn No. 245 
 

Assurance of God’s Forgiveness 
 

Prayer of Illumination 
 

Scripture Readings 

 Psalm 4 

  Special Music – Melissa Mentzer, soprano  

 Acts 3:12-19 
 

Sermon       Trust          Rev. Seth Saathoff 
 

Affirmation of Faith – The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ 

his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; 

the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 

and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen.  



Doxology  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow          Hymn No. 609 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn  Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain          Hymn No. 234 
 

Charge and Benediction 
 

Postlude 
  

Officer of the Day Today – 4/18/2021 

Linda Koehler 
 

Officer of the Day for Next Sunday – 4/25/2021 

Kim Reyes-Ellis 
 

Today’s Usher Team: 

Team 2 
 

Next Sunday’s Usher Team: 

Team 3 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 


