
 
 

Dear HTPC Family, 

 This Sunday is Palm Sunday, which marks the first day of Holy Week. Holy Week is when we remember 

Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem, followed by his betrayal, trial, and passion.  

 The lectionary passages for Holy Week this year come from Mark. Mark’s gospel is the shortest of the 

gospels and doesn’t add much fluff or filler to the story. Mark is all about transitioning from one scene to the next 

as quickly as possible. For this reason, readers may struggle reading Mark, feeling the transitions are too abrupt 

and the narrative disjointed. A casual reading of Mark may leave you feeling like your head is spinning. But far 

from being a flaw, this abruptness is one of the key literary features that differentiates Mark from the other gospel 

accounts.  

 Read Mark 15:1-15, for example. It begins with Jesus in the custody of the Sanhedrin, which was the high 

religious court. After accusing Jesus of high crimes, they hand him over to Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor 

of Judea and the highest authority figure in the land. After interrogating Jesus about the crimes he was accused 

of, he finds no evidence of wrongdoing, but an angry mob gathers outside and demands blood. To keep the peace, 

Pilate hands him over to be flogged and crucified. Like a game of hot potato, Jesus is handed over from one group 

to the next.  

 In the original Greek text, the word used for “handed over” is paradidomi, which is used twenty times in 

Mark. It’s synonymous with being betrayed or arrested. In short, being “handed over” in being lead to a place you 

would rather not go.  

 Jesus is constantly being handed over. He was handed over after the Last Supper. He was handed over in 

Gethsemane. He was handed over in a sham trial. He was handed over in front of a mob. He was handed over on 

the cross.  

 One of the other key features of Mark is its notoriously harsh treatment of the disciples. I’ve long thought 

the reason for this harsh treatment was to make us feel better about all the times we mess up. Yes, we are sinners, 

and yes, we may get it wrong 99 times out of 100, but we can take heart in knowing the disciples were a bunch 

of losers, too, and Jesus loved them anyway.  

 But perhaps the real reason Mark highlights the disciples’ flaws is to contrast their actions with Jesus’ 

faithfulness.  

 The disciples handed over Jesus, but he never handed them over. We may hand over Jesus time and time 

again, but he never hands us over, never gives up on us, never lets us go. Jesus may have been abandoned at 

calvary, but he promises never to abandon us in any pit or valley. We may have handed over Jesus to die, but he 

promises never to hand us over to death.  

 

In Christ, 

Seth Saathoff  

Prayer Requests 

Dennis and Cindy Parker; Larry Yano; Jean DeKunder; Jo Arensberg’s son; Rudy and Idalia Gomez, Carlos 

Baladez’s in-laws; Vicki Watson; Abbie McGhee, Jan McGhee’s daughter-in-law; Cooper Schmidt, great nephew 

to Linda Marrs; Gary Wagner Jr, Bob Wagner’s nephew; Pat and Bob Wagner; Maria Goldinger, Joe Scutti’s 

sister; a nephew of Will Ann Nava; Ellen Reesh, John Herman’s niece; Deanie Nunns; Betty Hernandez; Beth 

Harrington Zipp, Sharon Harrington’s daughter; Sally Abney, Pat Wagner’s sister; Diana Luna; Beth Davis and 

Paul Gonsalez; Sabrina Jefferies; Leah Strickland. 



Facebook Page link (to view each week’s Sunday worship service) 

The following link will take you to the Facebook page for Holy Trinity Presbyterian Church.  This is where the 

live stream for each Sunday service takes place at 10:05 AM. https://www.facebook.com/HolyTrinityPresSA 

Virtual Coffee Hour! 

By popular demand, COFFEE HOUR has returned! 

Use this link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89120666571 to join us on Sunday at 9:30. 

Officer of the Day and Usher Team for 3/28/2021: Scott Ericksen is the OD and team 6 is the usher team. 

Officer of the Day and Usher Team for 4/4/2021: Karen Armstrong is the OD and team 7 is the usher team. 

Maundy Thursday Service 

We will have an in-person communion worship service for Maundy Thursday on Thursday, April 1, at 6:30 in 

the evening.  This service will also be live streamed on our Facebook page. 

Easter Lilies 

This is the last week to get your order in for Easter lilies, they are $12 each!   Please turn or mail in form to the 

church office (or place in the offering plate) with checks payable to HTPC marked for Lilies. Thanks!  

Randolph Area Christian Assistance Program (RACAP) 

Current pantry Needs: Since the pantry is fully stocked with food right now, the items needed most 

are feminine hygiene products; disposable diapers size 4, 5 and 6; and toiletries: toothpaste, 

toothbrushes, dental floss, deodorant, disposable razors, shaving cream, shampoo, and bar soap.  
 

Thank you! 

I am so very grateful to those who have supported and continue to support me through this difficult time with 

love and caring from the church family sending cards, visits, calls, and yummy foods as I deal with the vagaries 

of cancer. Hugs to all of you. 

     Deanie Nunns 

Presbyterian Women 2021 Spring Gathering – Hitting the Reset Button 

 
The PW 2021 spring gathering will take place on Zoom.  The various workshops will take place on April 9th and 

April 10th; there will be a Zoom tutorial on April 9 from 5:30-6:00 PM. Day 1 festivities begin at 6:00 PM on the 

9th and go until 7:30ish.  The fun is from 9:00 AM – 12:30 PM on the 10th. Our keynote speaker will be Sheri 

Dittman.  This year’s gathering is hosted by the Valley Chicas of the Rio Grande Valley. 

The workshops will be: Chair Yoga; Bible Study overview; Mental Health in the Pandemic; Child Abuse & the 

Pandemic; Church Outside the Box; The Healing Power of Harp Music; Meet the Offering recipients; and Signing 

Liturgy for online worship.  

For our Friday Fun Night Kick-Off, we ask you to create – and wear during our time together – a mum (we’re in 

Texas, y’all) and/or a hat/bonnet that represents you and/or your interests. 

Su Casa de Esperanza, Inc & Young Christian Latina Leaders are our offering recipients this year. In lieu of a 

registration fee this year, we encourage you to send your $65.00 towards our offering recipients. Make checks 

payable to Presbyterian Women of Mission Presbytery and mail to: PWMP Treasurer Melanie Petru 108 CR 333 

Shiner, TX 77984. 

If you are interested in additional information, contact Kayla in the church office at 210-654-3411. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/HolyTrinityPresSA
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89120666571


Order of Worship for March 28, 2021 

 
 

Prelude 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Call to Worship 

Leader: Over the broken glass of our world, the rumors meant to hurt, trampling our attempts 

at disaster into dust,  

People: Ride on, ride on in majesty.  

Leader: Over the distance which separates us from you, a distance measurable in half-truths, 

unkept promises, apathy,  

People: Ride on, until you touch and heal us. 

Leader: Through the back streets and dark alleys, where human life festers and love runs 

cold,  

People: Ride on, bringing hope and dignity to all. 

Leader: In your company and at your side,  

People: Ride on, ride on in majesty. 

 

Opening Hymn     All Glory, Laud, and Honor          Hymn No. 

196 

 

Prayer of Confession  

Eternal God, your thoughts are not our thoughts, neither are your ways our ways. We 

want a knight on a white horse to save us, and you come riding into our world on a 

donkey. We want to have all our problems solved, and you reveal problems we did not 

know we had. You look at the ugliest soul and see something beautiful, and we scan the 

finest of our neighbors, anxious to find a flaw. You view our lives in the context of 

eternity, and so find a place for patience, yearning, even suffering, and dying. We 

demand instant results; and look for tomorrow before savoring today.  

 



Your thoughts are not our thoughts, neither are your ways our ways. But you gather us 

here, not to have our worst confirmed, but to have our best liberated. So, we pray again 

this day that you will forgive in us what has gone wrong, repair in us what is wasted, and 

reveal in us what is good; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Confession Response      In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful         Hymn No. 654 

 

Assurance of God’s Forgiveness 

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 

Scripture Readings 

 Mark 11:1-11 

  Special Music – Melissa Mentzer 

 Mark 15:1-15 

 

Sermon      Thy Kingdom Come        Rev. Seth Saathoff 

 

Affirmation of Faith – The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ 

his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; 

the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 

and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen.  

 

Doxology 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn    Hosanna, Loud Hosanna          Hymn No. 197 

 

Charge and Benediction 

 

Postlude 

In Worship this morning: 

Music Director: Joe Scutti 

Accompanist: Evelyn Reiffert 



 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 



 


