
 
 

Dear HTPC Family,  

 Last Sunday was All Saints Day. During the service of worship, we remembered the saints of our 

church. Jesus Christ is the church's foundation, but the saints are the giants on whose shoulders we stand 

on. We are living testimonies to their lives and faith.   

 2020 has been a difficult year for all of us. As I write this letter, the winner of the election is not 

yet clear. With so much uncertainty and fear in the air, it makes writing about stewardship feel a bit off-

putting. Many people lost their jobs or money in their retirement accounts, and it's not certain if and when 

things will feel normal again.  

 Even still, I remind you of the words of Paul, "Each of you should give what you have decided in 

your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver" (2 Cor. 9:7). This 

stewardship season, I invite you to give cheerfully to support the life and mission of HTPC.  

The Dayenu is an important song in the Jewish holiday of Passover. The word "dayenu" roughly 

translates to "it would have been enough." It is a song of remembrance and thanksgiving for all that God 

did for the people of Israel. "If He had brought us out from Egypt," the song goes, "it would have been 

enough." "If He had taken us through the sea to dry land… it would have been enough." "If He had 

brought us before Mount Sinai and not given us the Torah… it would have been enough." "If He had 

given us the Torah and not brought us to the land of Israel… it would have been enough." At any point 

in the story, what God had already done for Israel would have been enough, and yet at every juncture, 

God goes above and beyond.  

As you prayerfully discern your support, I encourage you to remember the ways God has gone 

above and beyond in your life. Give not with a mindset of scarcity, but with a mindset of abundance, for 

God has been abundantly graceful to you.  

In Christ, 

Seth Saathoff  

All Saint’s Day – Omission and Revision 

It has come to the attention of the office staff that a person was mistakenly omitted from the Roll Call of 

the Saints last Sunday.  We profusely apologize for the omission of Mat Geng!  The Roll Call of the 

Saints for 2020 should read as follows: 

♦ Mat Geng ♦ Bruce Miller ♦ Michelle Ajas ♦ John Colvin ♦ 

♦ Art Luensmann ♦ Randy Agee ♦ Jean Noah ♦ Betty Rutledge ♦ Joe Reiner ♦ 

Prayer Requests 

Deanie Nunns, fell and broke hip. She had surgery to fix it; Betty Hernandez: home recovering from a 

fracture to her left femur/hip joint; Beth Harrington Zipp, Sharon Harrington’s daughter: her cancer has 

returned and spread; Andrew Schmidt, nephew to Linda Marrs, and his wife Mady: Mady is experiencing 

serious pregnancy complications; Maureen, Betts Miller’s daughter: has COVID-19 but is improving, 

she is still under quarantine; Jolene Pearrow, Paul Mehaffey’s sister: had a mild heart attack; Sally 

Abney, Pat Wagner’s sister: battling stage 4 lung cancer; Emily Fletcher: surgery went well; Diana Luna; 

Beth Davis and Paul Gonsalez; Sabrina Jefferies and Leah Strickland: Sabrina’s knee surgery went well 

 

 



Registration link for upcoming worship services 

Here is the link to register for upcoming worship services: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/htpc-sunday-worship-tickets-119477314865 

You can still contact the office to be added to the list.  

The Ten Commandments of Returning to Worship 

1. “THOU SHALT NOT MAKE PHYSICAL CONTACT WITH ANYONE”    

Worshipers will refrain from hugging, shaking hands, or any other type of physical contact with 

anyone outside of their family units. 
 

2. “THOU SHALT MAINTAIN 6 FEET OF DISTANCE WITH OTHERS” 

Worshipers will maintain an appropriate distance of 6 or more feet between anyone outside their 

immediate family units. This includes seating arrangements. 
   

3. “THOU SHALT NOT PASS AN OFFERING PLATE, COMMUNION PLATE, OR ANY 

OTHER ITEM BETWEEN PEOPLE”   

Offering plates will be stationary and placed in various locations in the sanctuary. Attendance pads 

will be removed from the seats.  
 

When the church observes communion, prepackaged communion cups containing a wafer and juice 

will be set out in the narthex or placed in seats.  

 

4. “THOU SHALT WEAR A FACE COVERING”  

While we cannot reduce the risk of transmitting the virus to zero, wearing a face-covering may help 

lower the risk.  
 

5. “THOU SHALT NOT HAVE COFFEE HOUR BEFORE OR AFTER WORSHIP” 

 There will be no fellowship times before or after worship. We will not prepare breakfast items or 

coffee in the family room.  
 

6. “THOU SHALT MEET FOR WORSHIP ONLY”  

Resuming in-person worship is the first step. Church meetings, Sunday School, and Bible studies 

should still be done remotely.  
 

7. “THOU SHALT KEEP INFANTS AND CHILDREN IN WORSHIP WITH THEIR 

PARENTS” 

Children’s Worship Center will remain closed, and nursery workers will not be provided.  
 

8. “THOU SHALT NOT ATTEND IF YOU (OR AN IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBER) ARE 

FEELING SICK OR ARE IN A VULNERABLE DEMOGRAPHIC” 

Those that feel ill, whether their symptoms are associated with COVID-19 or not, will refrain from 

attending worship. Those living in the same household, or those who have been in contact with a 

sick individual, will also refrain from attending.  
 

Those with underlying health conditions are strongly encouraged not to attend. Anyone over 65 

should consider remaining at home.  
 

9. “THOU SHALT CONTINUE TO PROVIDE AN ONLINE WORSHIP”  

We will continue to record and post our worship services online for the foreseeable future.  
 

10.  “THOU SHALT DISINFECT ALL SURFACES BEFORE AND AFTER SERVICES”  

Custodial staff will work to disinfect the sanctuary, narthex, and restrooms each week. 
 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/htpc-sunday-worship-tickets-119477314865


Grateful 

Holy Trinity family, 

Thank you so much for all the love and caring you gave the family during the recent passing of my mother. 

The cards, prayers and food were very helpful and so much appreciated. 

Blessings, 

Pam Miller 

A BIG Thank You 

Buildings and Grounds wants to thank all those men who gave up their free time on three Saturdays in order to 

accomplish the removal of ten light fixtures in the Family Room (near the fireplace and at either end) and replaced 

them with new LED light fixtures that actually illuminate those areas. 

John Prado, Larry Yano, Leo Beach, Mark Widmer, Fred Hutchinson, Randy Schavrien, Eric Tietze, Len Gray, 

Chuck Cornelisse, Jack Arnold.  

Thank you for your great work with the light fixtures as well as assembly and disassembly of the scaffolding. 

As ever, 

John H. 

Grateful to our loving congregation  

     I would like to send a message of thanksgiving to the HTPC congregation for the deluge of cards and 

messages and untold prayers on behalf of my wife, Betty, our daughters, Cindy and Kathi, and myself. 

We find ourselves uplifted in love and hope by such loving support. Betty is comfortable and stable under 

Hospice care. May God continue to bless the HTPC staff, our congregation, and its ministries. Thank 

you all!  

      Ruben Hernandez    

Session Members and committee chairs 

Class of 2021: Carlos Baladez, Teri Heinzmann, Phil McReynolds, William Werner 

Class of 2022: Jean DeKunder, Arthur Herman, Luma Matute, James Miksch 

Class of 2023: Gail Schavrien, John Herman, Mark Widmer, Jackie Lopez 
 

Committee Chairs 

Building and Grounds: John Herman 

Christian Education: Mark Widmer 

Personnel: Jackie Lopez 

Fellowship: Phil McReynolds 

Mission/Outreach: Luma Matute 

Worship and Music: James Miksch 
 

 
By popular demand, COFFEE HOUR has returned! 

Use this link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85661989433 to join us Sunday at 9:30. 
 

Attention HTPC Members and Friends 

The session has not approved the reopening of the church building for non-staff. 

If there is something in the church that you need to pick up or drop off, please call and let us know so we 

can arrange a time for a staff member to assist you. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85661989433


Usher Team and Officer of the Day for November 8, 2020 

The usher team for Sunday, November 8, 2020 is team 7. 

Makenna Maloy is the officer of the day for November 8, 2020.  

Randolph Area Christian Assistance Program – RACAP 

Current RACAP Food Pantry Needs: Jelly, Hamburger Helper, muffin mix, dish soap, tampons, and 

hair conditioner.  Donated items may be placed in the RACAP bin in the narthex on Sunday morning or 

any day during the week. Many thanks for the generous donations of food and plastic water bottles last 

week. 
 

Holiday Food Basket Program: RACAP needs sponsors for families at Thanksgiving and Christmas, 

donations of the holiday basket nonperishable food items, and financial donations to cover the cost of 

the turkeys and other perishable items added to the baskets before delivery. Financial donations to the 

program can be mailed to RACAP, 307 Pfeil St., Schertz, TX 78154. Checks should be made out to 

RACAP, with Holiday Food Basket Program written on the "For" line. You can find information and 

Holiday Program sponsorship application forms on RACAP’s web site, www.racap.org or by contacting 

Elaine Hutchinson at 210-651-9152 or hutchine@aol.com. 
   

     Harvest Sunday, November 8:   Nonperishable food items to fill RACAP's Thanksgiving 

baskets will be collected between November 1 and November 8, Harvest Sunday. They may 

be left in the RACAP bin in the narthex.  

Items Needed: Chicken broth, flour, granulated sugar (four-pound bag), brown sugar (one 

pound), evaporated milk, stuffing mix, canned pumpkin, canned yams, fruit cocktail, and cranberry 

sauce. 

HTPC Women 

The session has approved a Christmas program to be held on December 6, 2020, at 4:30 in the 

afternoon for our HTPW. Please mark your calendars now. Details to follow. 

Order of Worship for November 8, 2020 
Prelude  
 

Welcome    
 

Call to Worship 

Leader: Generations come and go, the grass withers and the flower fades. 

People: As for us, we will serve the Lord. 

Leader: Many false gods and idols seek to distract us from worshipping the true God. 

People: As for us, we will serve the Lord.  

Leader: Casting aside everything else, we dedicate our minds and hearts on Christ. 

People: As for us, we will serve the Lord.  
 

Musical Offering    Lead On, O King Eternal!         Hymn No. 269 
 

Call to Confession 
 

Confession 

Holy Lord, we would not be here if you had not chosen to touch our lives with your love.  We 

cannot hide our wonder that you should choose to enter our world and our lives in person - in 

Jesus.  Yet we confess that we sometimes have trouble in our decision-making when faced with 

questions of whether we wholeheartedly serve you or not. We are often tempted to put other 

things first in our lives. When we are faced, often daily, with choices which affect how we live 

as your faithful people, we sometimes choose wrong.  
 

http://www.racap.org/
mailto:hutchine@aol.com


Forgive us when the choices we make reflect not your glory but our own selfishness. Forgive us 

when the choices we make revolve around judging or condemning others without first listening 

to their stories. Forgive us when the choices we make contribute to our own prosperity and 

wellbeing while ignoring the needs of others. Forgive us when the choices we make diminish 

our awareness of you, O God, in the midst of those who suffer. 
 

Gracious and loving God, strengthen us where we are weak with the renewing power of your 

Spirit, so that the choices we make clearly reveal our identity as your faithful people, and as 

sincere and devoted followers of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord - in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 
 

Confession Response   Holy Lamb of God                 Hymn No. 602 
 

Assurance of Pardon  
 

Prayer of Illumination 
 

Scripture Readings 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

 Special Music – Melissa Mentzer, soloist  

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 
  

Sermon    Is It Time For a Renewal?     Rev. Seth Saathoff 
 

Affirmation of Faith – The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ his only 

Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above, ye 

heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  
  

Musical Offering     Steal Away          Hymn No.  358 
 

Benediction  
 

Postlude  


