
 
 

Dear HTPC Family, 

This may be a surprise to some, but I have not always been a presbyterian. Before I found the light of 

Presbyterianism in my teenage years, I sojourned through the Baptist tradition for a time.  

I remember attending a Baptist church summer camp at Baylor University when I was in middle school. 

Besides the cafeteria's famous chocolate milk (ice cold and sinfully delicious), the thing I remember most about 

that camp was the emphasis on a personal relationship with Jesus. As an 11-year-old boy, I didn't exactly know 

what that meant, but I was told that it involved accepting Jesus as my Lord and Savior and being baptized. On the 

camp's final night, the preacher initiated an "altar call," where people are invited to come forward and kneel as a 

symbolic expression of newfound faith. Practically everyone I knew went forward. Not wanting to be left out, I 

came forward as well.  

The following fall, I was baptized in a jacuzzi-sized baptismal font behind the church pulpit.  

There was a sense of finality to it as if there was nothing left to do or accomplish. "You're in!" declared my 

youth pastor, implying that my salvation was secure, and I had nothing else to worry about. 

Even still, I felt like something was missing. I kept trying to have a "personal relationship" with Jesus, but it 

never felt like I was doing it right. How would I know if I had one? Would I feel different? Would I be different? 

I wasn't sure, and no one at church could give me a straight answer.  

Not long after my baptism, our family drifted away from the Baptist church. We were still Christians, but we 

didn't know where we belonged or how we would fit in.  

For the next year or so, we church shopped until we were invited by my mom's best friend to attend her small, 

cozy presbyterian church in Pipe Creek, Texas.  

One of the first things that struck me about this church was that they had husband-wife co-pastors. I had never 

seen a woman dress in church robes before, let alone preach. But the other thing I noticed is that they never talked 

about a "personal relationship" with Jesus. For them, Jesus was experienced in the community. They gathered, not 

as individuals seeking to draw closer to God, but as a communion of the very body of Christ, living and active in 

the world. They emphasized corporate worship with responsive calls to worship and prayers of the people and 

with unison prayers of confession and affirmations of faith so that everyone would feel they were participating 

and not just listening. Not only did they baptize infants, who were unable to speak for themselves, but they turned 

towards the parents and the congregation and asked them to pledge to raise and nurture the child in the faith. The 

entire community spoke for the child when the child was unable to speak for itself. Now that's the definition of 

grace!    

In the years since my conversion to Presbyterianism, I'm still not sure if I have a personal relationship with 

Jesus. Perhaps that sounds scandalous—how can a pastor not know if he has a personal relationship with Jesus?! 

I wish I did know. I am envious of those who proclaim to have such intimacy with the Lord. Yes, I pray every 

day, often in solitude, but I have always felt closer to God when I am in the company of believers. I experience 

God, most intimately and powerfully, in the embodied community of the church.  

Last Sunday, we hosted our first in-person Sunday service since early spring. The church was about half-full, 

everyone wore a mask and kept their distance, and there was no choir singing behind me. We celebrated world 

communion Sunday by ingesting a sealed wafer and cup of juice that left a funky aftertaste (they were not expired; 

they just don't taste good). It was surreal and weird, but it was good for my soul. God felt closer and more alive 

to me on Sunday than at any other point since the pandemic started. As the psalmist says, "As the deer pants for 

streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my God."  

We are not out of the woods yet. Things could change quickly, and we could be forced to suspend in-person 

services again. The future, as they say, is a mystery. But until then, for as long as we are able, I will drink and 

drink deeply.  

In Christ, 

Seth Saathoff 



The Ten Commandments of Returning to Worship 

 

1. “THOU SHALT NOT MAKE PHYSICAL CONTACT WITH ANYONE”    

Worshipers will refrain from hugging, shaking hands, or any other type of physical contact with anyone 

outside of their family units. 

 

2. “THOU SHALT MAINTAIN 6 FEET OF DISTANCE WITH OTHERS” 

Worshipers will maintain an appropriate distance of 6 or more feet between anyone outside their 

immediate family units. This includes seating arrangements. 

   

3. “THOU SHALT NOT PASS AN OFFERING PLATE, COMMUNION PLATE, OR ANY 

OTHER ITEM BETWEEN PEOPLE”   

Offering plates will be stationary and placed in various locations in the sanctuary. Attendance pads will 

be removed from the seats.  

 

When the church observes communion, prepackaged communion cups containing a wafer and juice will 

be set out in the narthex or placed in seats.  

 

4. “THOU SHALT WEAR A FACE COVERING”  

While we cannot reduce the risk of transmitting the virus to zero, wearing a face-covering may help 

lower the risk.  

 

5. “THOU SHALT NOT HAVE COFFEE HOUR BEFORE OR AFTER WORSHIP” 

 There will be no fellowship times before or after worship. We will not prepare breakfast items or 

coffee in the family room.  

 

6. “THOU SHALT MEET FOR WORSHIP ONLY”  

Resuming in-person worship is the first step. Church meetings, Sunday School, and Bible studies 

should still be done remotely.  

 

7. “THOU SHALT KEEP INFANTS AND CHILDREN IN WORSHIP WITH THEIR PARENTS” 

Children’s Worship Center will remain closed, and nursery workers will not be provided.  

 

8. “THOU SHALT NOT ATTEND IF YOU (OR AN IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBER) ARE 

FEELING SICK OR ARE IN A VULNERABLE DEMOGRAPHIC” 

Those that feel ill, whether their symptoms are associated with COVID-19 or not, will refrain from 

attending worship. Those living in the same household, or those who have been in contact with a sick 

individual, will also refrain from attending.  

 

Those with underlying health conditions are strongly encouraged not to attend. Anyone over 65 should 

consider remaining at home.  

 

9. “THOU SHALT CONTINUE TO PROVIDE AN ONLINE WORSHIP”  

We will continue to record and post our worship services online for the foreseeable future.  

 

10.  “THOU SHALT DISINFECT ALL SURFACES BEFORE AND AFTER SERVICES”  

Custodial staff will work to disinfect the sanctuary, narthex, and restrooms each week. 

 

 



 

Prayer Requests 

Concerns: 

- Joe Reiner: Admitted to the hospital and is in ICU 

- Ruth Elaine Smith: Has begun radiation treatments 

- Jolene Pearrow, Paul Mehaffey’s sister: had a mild heart attack 

- Sally Abney, Pat Wagner’s sister: Battling stage 4 lung cancer 

- Gary Hunter, Pat Wagner’s son-in-law: Had a heart attack 

- Emily Fletcher: upcoming surgery  

- Diana Luna 

- Sabrina Jefferies, Leah Strickland’s daughter: Sabrina fell and injured her right leg 

Our condolences  

To Pam Miller and Steve Noah. Their mother died on October 6, 2020.  

Session Members and committee chairs 

Class of 2021: Carlos Baladez, Teri Heinzmann, Phil McReynolds, William Werner 

Class of 2022: Jean DeKunder, Arthur Herman, Luma Matute, James Miksch 

Class of 2023: Gail Schavrien, John Herman, Mark Widmer, Jackie Lopez 

 

Committee Chairs 

Building and Grounds: John Herman 

Christian Education: Mark Widmer 

Personnel: Jackie Lopez 

Fellowship: Phil McReynolds 

Mission/Outreach: Luma Matute 

Worship and Music: James Miksch 

Stewardship and Finance: Arthur Herman 
  

 

 
By popular demand, COFFEE HOUR has returned! 

Use this link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85661989433 to join us Sunday at 9:30. 
 

Attention HTPC Members and Friends 

The session has not approved the reopening of the church building for non-staff. 

If there is something in the church that you need to pick up or drop off, please call and let us 

know so we can arrange a time for a staff member to assist you. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85661989433


Randolph Area Christian Assistance Program – RACAP 

Current RACAP Food Pantry Needs: Muffin mix, Jell-O, canned beans, canned fruit and 

canned soup (no cream soup, please).  Also empty plastic water bottles (used to hold laundry 

and dish soap). Donated items may be placed in the RACAP bin in the narthex on Sunday 

morning or any day during the week. 

Thank you to those who donated food last Sunday. It was delivered to RACAP Monday and 

was gratefully received.  

  

Holiday Food Basket Program:  RACAP anticipates that the pandemic and current economic 

situation will spur an increase in applications for assistance during this holiday 

season. Sponsors are therefore urgently needed. If you're able to provide a hungry local family 

with a holiday meal, you can find information and sponsorship application forms on RACAP’s 

web site, www.racap.org.  Forms may also be obtained by contacting Elaine Hutchinson at 210-

651-9152 or hutchine@aol.com.   

  

Food basket delivery:  RACAP advises that this year all deliveries of holiday food baskets are 

to be contactless: After calling the family to be sure someone is at home and can come to the 

door when their food arrives, it will be left on the doorstep for them to pick up.  

   

Harvest Sunday: Food items to fill Thanksgiving baskets will be collected November 7.  They 

include chicken broth, flour, granulated sugar (four-pound bag), brown sugar (one pound), 

evaporated milk, stuffing mix, canned pumpkin, canned yams, fruit cocktail, and cranberry 

sauce. 

 

Thank you for supporting RACAP. Our help is needed now more than ever.  

Invitation to a Bible Study Group 

Everyone is invited to a “virtual” Sunday School and bible study group. The Sunday School is 

connecting together from 8:30 to 9:30 AM on Sunday mornings.  The group is also connecting 

together on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 to 11:00 AM, studying the book of Philippians. They 

would like to invite anyone who would like to study this book with a small group, of around 10-

12 people most days and times, to join. The group meets through a GoToMeeting for these 

studies. If you are interested, you will have to access the link below to directly go to the study 

group. GoToMeeting is similar to Zoom.    

https://www.gotomeet.me/GlenGivens/htpc-bible-study-group 

Order of Worship for October 11, 2020 

Prelude  
 

Welcome    
 

Call to Worship 

From where we are, to where you meet us.  

Come Lord Jesus.  

From what we are, to what you can make of us.  

Come Holy Spirit.  

From lives that are locked and platitudes that are predictable.  

http://www.racap.org/
mailto:hutchine@aol.com
https://www.gotomeet.me/GlenGivens/htpc-bible-study-group


Set us free.  

For depths unexplored, down paths we have not followed, in beauty we have missed.  

Open our hearts, cleanse our minds, and renew our souls. 
 

 Opening Hymn    God Is Here!    Hymn No. 409 
 

Confession 

God of mercy, 

You know us better than we know ourselves. You know how impatient we are and how 

stubborn we can be. In our impatience, we demand answers from you. And when we do 

not like what we hear, we sometimes turn to idols of our own making. When you do speak 

to us and invite us to participate in your kingdom, we blow you off and go our own way.  
 

Forgive us and help us to live as a community of the cross and resurrection, a community 

of forgiveness and love, a community that sticks together in the messes of our lives and 

the messes of our world. In your great mercy, forgive what we have been and help us 

become more, until we reflect the kingdom where the last are first, the sick are made 

whole, and the dead are raised. Amen.  
 

Confession Response   Holy Lamb of God    Hymn No. 602 
 

Assurance of Pardon  
 

Prayer of Illumination 
 

Scripture Readings 

Exodus 32:1-14 

 Special Music 

Matthew 22:1-14 
  

Sermon  That Escalated Quickly 
 

Affirmation of Faith – The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ 

his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; 

the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 

and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen.  
 

 Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him 

above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 



debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  
  

 Closing Hymn  I’m Gonna Eat at the Welcome Table   Hymn No. 770 
 

Benediction  
 

Postlude  

 


