
 
 

Dear HTPC Family, 

Ross Gelbspan is a journalist who spent the bulk of his career covering environmental 

issues. In 1972, Gelbspan was covering a press conference about the new book, The Limits to 

Growth, which used state-of-the-art (for the time) computer models to study the impact of 

economic development and population growth on the earth's natural resources. One of the authors, 

MIT scientist Dr. Donella Meadows, spoke at the press conference. Gelbspan remembers being 

struck by the contrast between Meadows' grim outlook and the fact that she was pregnant. Her 

pregnancy came to represent hopefulness and optimism, despite her dire outlook about the future 

of the planet. Gelbspan was so impressed by this that he wrote about it in his magazine's featured 

story.   

 There was just one problem: Dr. Meadows was not pregnant.  

 As you can surely understand, Gelbspan was—still is—mortified by his mistake. Even after 

nearly 50 years, his embarrassment still haunts him.  

 Some mistakes we make are so bad that we would literally wish ourselves out of existence 

if we could. Other times we want to crawl inside a cave and never be found; go off the grid so 

that you'll never have to confront your shame face-to-face again.  

 By and large, we have a very pessimistic view of making mistakes. Like the prodigal son 

who squandered away his inheritance, sometimes it takes us quite a long time to muster up the 

courage and face the music. Perhaps the thing we fear the most is not rejection and scorn, but the 

damage asking for forgiveness does to our pride. To ask for forgiveness is to confess to sin; to 

humble oneself; to voluntarily surrender any remaining power you have over to the person you 

have harmed, and to submit to their judgment. In other words, to ask for forgiveness is to rely 

entirely on grace to make things right.  

 The guilt and shame we carry with us may feel like a lighter burden for a time, but sooner 

or later, it will weigh us down like a ball & chain. But if we swallow our pride and allow us to 

seek grace, we'll remember what freedom feels like.  

 

In Christ, 

Seth Saathoff  

Prayer Requests 

Concerns: 

- Joe Reiner: Currently in the hospital receiving chemotherapy treatments. 

- Ruth Elaine Smith: Has begun radiation treatments.  

- Sally Abney, Pat Wagner’s sister: Battling stage 4 lung cancer. 



- Gary Hunter, Pat Wagner’s son-in-law: Had a heart attack. 

- Leah Strickland: Injured three ribs in a fall.  

- Sabrina Jefferies, Leah Strickland’s daughter: battling a case of pneumonia. 
  

 

 
By popular demand, COFFEE HOUR has returned! 

Use this link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85102026884 to join us Sunday at 9:30. 

Caregivers NEEDED!  

Hello HTPC Family: 

Elaine Hutchinson is stepping down as head of caregivers for the church. Elaine has done 

a wonderful job for the past several years chairing the caregivers and we want to thank her for a 

job well done. I will be taking over for her and need to let you all know we are in need of at least 

3 new caregivers.  The openings may not be in your cluster, but if anyone is available or would 

like to help out with caregiving please contact me.  If you would like any more information, I will 

be glad to fill you in on the job of caregiving. 

Our caregivers at HTPC do a wonderful job for the church. 

Blessings, 

Niesha Marshall/ 210 663-2406 
 

Attention HTPC Members and Friends 

The session has not approved the reopening of the church building for non-staff. 

If there is something in the church that you need to pick up or drop off, please call and let us 

know so we can arrange a time for a staff member to assist you.  

Invitation to a Bible Study Group 

Everyone is invited to a “virtual” Sunday School and bible study group. The Sunday School is 

connecting together from 8:30 to 9:30 AM on Sunday mornings, studying the Gospel of John.  

The group is also connecting together on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 to 11:00 AM, studying the 

book of Ecclesiastes. They would like to invite anyone who would like to study this book with a 

small group, of around 10-12 people most days and times, to join. The group meets through a 

GoToMeeting for these studies. If you are interested, you will have to access the link below to 

directly go to the study group. GoToMeeting is similar to Zoom.    

https://www.gotomeet.me/GlenGivens/htpc-bible-study-group 

RACAP Holiday Meal Basket Program                       

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85102026884
https://www.gotomeet.me/GlenGivens/htpc-bible-study-group


Each Thanksgiving and Christmas, the Randolph Area Christian Assistance 

Program (RACAP) provides food to many area families who would otherwise 

not be able to prepare a holiday meal. Last year, 221 households received 

assistance at Thanksgiving and 305 at Christmas.  
  

We at HTPC can assist by giving food, by donating money and gift cards to buy turkeys and other 

perishable items, and, as individuals or organizations, by sponsoring one or more families. 

Sponsorship of a family for Thanksgiving or Christmas involves providing and delivering all of 

the meal basket contents and, at Christmas, gifts for the family's children. Last year, 161 children 

received toys or other gifts through RACAP's holiday program.   
 

Sponsorship application forms and more information are available on RACAP’s website, 

www.racap.org.  Forms may also be obtained by contacting Elaine Hutchinson at 210-651-9152 

or hutchine@aol.com.  Please contact Elaine or call RACAP at 210-658-1613 if you have any 

questions about the program or even RACAP in general.   
 

Sponsorship application forms, as well as checks with "Holiday Program" on the memo line and 

gift cards can be mailed to RACAP, 307 Pfeil Street, Schertz, TX 78154. The cost of a basic 

food basket, not including a frozen turkey, should be approximately $40.00. Holiday Program 

food, as well as regular supplies for RACAP's food pantry, can also be taken to RACAP at the 

address above between 1:00 and 3:00 PM Monday through Friday. 
 

Items needed for RACAP's Holiday Meal Basket Program: 

Chicken Broth 

Flour 

Granulated sugar (four-pound bag) 

Brown sugar (one pound) 

Evaporated milk 

Stuffing mix 

Canned pumpkin 

Canned yams 

Fruit cocktail 

Cranberry sauce 
 

RACAP asks that those sponsoring a family also include a turkey, eggs, margarine or butter, pie 

shells and rolls or bread in the basket. 

Order of Worship for September 13, 2020 

 

Prelude  

 

Welcome    

 

Call to Worship 

 Leader: This is the day the Lord has made! 

 People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

http://www.racap.org/
mailto:hutchine@aol.com


 Leader: On this day, the Lord brings peace! 

 People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

 Leader: On this day, the Lord brings hope! 

 People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

 Leader: On this day, the Lord brings love! 

 People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

 

Musical Offering   Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken        Hymnal No. 81 

 

Confession 

Holy God, you call us to a life of forgiveness, but too often we pretend we do not 

understand. It is easier to hold a grudge, and harden our hearts, than to let the pain go. We 

get hurt and we hurt others. The cycle goes on and on and none of us are any closer to 

healing. Lord, we pray that your grace overrides the times when we are not gracious. Grant 

your mercy for the days when we could have been merciful and chose otherwise. Remind 

us that when it comes to love, there is no need for stinginess. O God, we pray that our 

human tendency for broken relationships is abandoned and we might truly understand what 

it means to forgive and be forgiven 

 

Confession Response   Holy Lamb of God        Hymnal No. 602 

 

Assurance of Pardon  

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 

Scripture Readings 

 Exodus 14:19-31 

  Special Music 

 Matthew 18:21-35 

  

Sermon  Keeping Score 

 

Affirmation of Faith – The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ 

his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended 

into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; 

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the 

life everlasting. Amen.  

 

Doxology  



Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him 

above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

  

Musical Offering   God, How Can We Forgive      Hymnal No.  445 

 

Benediction  

 

Postlude 


