
 
This Coming Sunday, February 9, 2020 

Growing in Faith Sunday School Classes: 8:45 – 9:45 AM Worship: 10:05 AM 

Scripture Readings:  Isaiah 58:1-9a; Matthew 5:1-20  Sermon: Make It Count 

Preaching: Rev. Seth Saathoff Liturgist: Kim Ellis-Reyes and Brea Harris 

Officers of the Day: James Miksch and Pam Miller     Usher Team: 3 

Next Sunday, 02/16/2020 

Officers of the Day:  Scott Ericksen and Bridget Revell Usher Team:  4 

Please keep the following members and friends of Holy Trinity in your thoughts and prayers this week.  Also, 

please let the church office or the pastor know if you would like to be included on this list.  

This Week’s Health Concerns: 

Graham Roberts; Ruth Elaine and Wayne Smith; Linda Clark 

Ongoing Health Concerns: 

Art Luensmann; Hattie Hockaday; Nancy Herriger; Shari Revell Hafer; Diana Luna; Deanie Nunns; Sue Gray; Beth Davis 

and her husband, Paul Gonsalez 

Dear HTPC, 

     Bob Hall was an Oklahoma cattle rancher during the Great Depression. Like many folks during that time, the Hall family 

was struggling. Their cattle herd had dwindled down to next to nothing, they owed substantial taxes on the land, and Bob 

was dying from skin cancer. In 1936, Bob died, and the ranch was left in the hands of his surviving sons; one of them a 17 

year old college student that left school to help the family.  

     The Hall family needed a loan if they were going to keep the ranch. One by one the brothers visited every bank in the 

town, but none were willing to finance a loan. Desperate, they went into neighboring towns, but they always got the same 

answer. On one occasion, as the brothers were leaving a bank after being declined, the loan officer ran out to say that if they 

could find someone to co-sign the note, the bank would be able to reconsider.  

     Clinging to hope, the brothers went to all their neighbors and late father’s friends for help. One dear friend of their 

father—a man named Buzz—agreed to co-sign on a loan. “I have always thought so much of your dad,” Buzz said. “He 

was the most generous man I have known… Yes, I’ll co-sign the note.” A few days later, the loan was approved, and the 

brothers were able to buy more livestock and seed for crop. That year they enjoyed a very good harvest and were able to 

keep the ranch.  

     Bob Hall’s grandson, Robert Hall, tells this story in his book, The Land of Strangers: The Relationship Crisis That 

Imperils Home, Work, Politics, and Faith. Robert Hall goes on to write, “For all of Grandfather’s accumulated assets, skill, 

and grit, it was a relationship that kept the ranch from being lost.” But as Hall goes on to claim in his book, these types of 

relationships are in a steep decline, and we are in what Hall calls a “relationship crisis.”  

     There are some numbers to support Hall’s claim; in 2016 the American Osteopathic Association found that 72 percent 

of Americans experience loneliness. This loneliness epidemic is compounded by rising rates of depression, mental illness, 

and suicide. With so many people reporting feelings of loneliness, who are they to turn to when they experience a crisis, 

such as a divorce, illness, death in the family, financial hardship, loss of job, or a loss of faith? The answer to that question 

is increasingly becoming, “they don’t.”  

     In Matthew’s gospel Jesus say, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened; and I will give you rest.” This 

invitation is a welcomed reprieve for any and all who feel beaten down by life’s trials. As the Church of Jesus Christ—not 

a building, but a gathering of believers—we express in our words and our actions that we believe we are the body of Christ. 

During the Great Prayer of Thanksgiving last Sunday, I prayed the words, “As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send us 

out to be the body of Christ in the world, redeemed by his blood.” We experience Christ in the fellowship of believers; we 

feel Christ’s touch in the warm embrace of a hug; we experience Christ’s presence in those who visit us when we are sick 

or lonely; we feel the love of Christ when a church member calls us and offers to bring us a meal; we know that Christ prays 

for us when others pray for us.  

     Perhaps we are not as alone as we feel.  

     In Christ, 

        Seth Saathoff 

Installation Service for Rev. Seth Saathoff 

LET’S CELEBRATE as Presbyterians love to do: with a bountiful table and great fellowship! 

     The occasion is Mission Presbytery’s Installation Service for the Rev. Seth Saathoff as our Pastor on Sunday, February 

9, at 3:00 PM and following the service a Reception in the Family Room.  The Church Family is asked to bring cookies or 

brownies, finger sandwiches, or nuts to be served along with a celebration cake, punch, and coffee.  You are asked to bring 

your goodies to the church kitchen when you come for Sunday School and Church or no later than 2:30 PM that day so we 

can get everything ready ahead and no one misses the service because of kitchen duty. 

Boy Scout Troop 70 Needs Your Help! 

HTPC is the chartering organization for Boy Scout Troop 70. The troop is having a spirit night (fundraiser) at Mattenga’s 

Pizzeria on O’Conner Road from 5-8 PM on February 16, 2020 for all dine in and carry out orders. Just mention Troop 70 

and 30% of the sales will go to the troop. If you can help, they would love your support! 

Attention Habitat Volunteers! 

We have T-Shirts available so you can dress for the occasion!  They are available for $10 while the supply lasts.  Thanks to 

Madison Square PC for underwriting the production so all sales go directly to building our next Habitat House.  See Sally 

Lewis to get yours!  Also, volunteers can get waivers, maps to the build site, and other information from Sally. 

Randolph Area Christian Assistance Ministry (RACAP) 

Current food pantry needs: canned tomato products, jelly, dish soap (completely out!), canned beans, spaghetti sauce, and 

boxed meat Helpers. 



What is a liturgist? 

     At Holy Trinity Presbyterian Church, it is a layperson/worshiper who assists the minister with certain aspects of Sunday 

worship.  A liturgist typically leads the congregation in parts of the service prior to the Sermon: more specifically, the Call 

to Worship, the Call to and Prayer of Confession, along with the Time for Silently Praying and the Assurance of Pardon, 

the Prayer for Illumination and ending with the reading of the first scripture.  

     What does it take to be a liturgist? A love of the Lord, a gift for sharing, the ability to read out loud and to guide the 

congregation! No need to be creative or to think of something to say nor do you have to be perfect with pronunciation of 

biblical names and places. AND Pastor Seth has made it uber easy for anyone to serve HTPC in this capacity as he writes 

everything out in the bulletin.  

     Maybe you’ve thought about serving as a liturgist or want to know more. If so, all interested youth (ages 12 and up) and 

adults are invited to attend a brief meeting in the Bethel Library on Sunday, February 9, 2020 following worship (11:15ish). 

We intend to keep this short (about 15 minutes). Current liturgists also should attend. Pastor Seth and Debbie Newlin 

(liturgist coordinator) will provide information and a guide on how to be a liturgist and answer any questions about what 

this involves. Debbie will have a sign-up sheet for date(s) you’d like to be liturgist.  

     If you are unable to make this meeting or have questions, please visit with Pastor Seth or Debbie or contact Debbie at 

bwndln@att.net or cell 210-872-5824. 

 
 

Servant Sundays 

 

“Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.  I have set you an 

example that you should do as I have done for you.” (John 13:14-15) 

 Hello members and friends of HTPC, 

     I am excited to introduce you to Servant Sundays, a new program here at the church!  What are Servant Sundays, you 

ask?  Servant Sundays will take place approximately once a month and will give us the opportunity to serve our brothers 

and sisters in Christ (putting together care packages for those in need, showing our appreciation to a group that serves our 

community, etc.).  Your role in Servant Sundays is easy - read the Grapevine or Highlights to find out if donations are 

needed and stick around after the worship service on Servant Sundays to work together on our project and be in fellowship 

with one another. 

     Our first Servant Sunday will be February 23 and will benefit the Family Life Center.  There are many people in our 

community that cannot afford to give their children the simplest birthday party.  We can help some of these families by 

assembling birthday bags.  The HTPC Women are supplying the party items and bags for this project, but we are asking 

you to donate gift cards for the bags.  If you are able, please provide a $5 or $10 (two $5 cards would be preferred) gift card 

to Walmart, Target or HEB.  You can drop off a gift card during the church’s office hours to Kayla in the office or envelopes 

marked “Servant Sundays” will be provided in the church bulletins on February 9th and 16th.  Simply place your gift card(s) 

in the envelope and put it in the offering plate. 

     If you have any questions about this program, feel free to email me at karenarmstrong27@yahoo.com. 

        Peace and joy to you, 

            Karen Armstrong 
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