
 
This Coming Sunday, January 12, 2020 

Growing in Faith Sunday School Classes: 8:45 – 9:45 AM  Worship: 10:05 AM 

Scripture Readings: Isaiah 42:1-9; Acts 10:34-48  Preaching: Rev. Seth Saathoff 

Liturgist: Shelly Fletcher Officers of the Day: Stan and Niesha Marshall; Sally Lewis     Usher Team: 6 

Next Sunday, 01/19/2020 

Officers of the Day: James Miksch and Karen Armstrong  Usher Team:  7 

Please keep the following members and friends of Holy Trinity in your thoughts and prayers this 

week.  Also, please let the church office or the pastor know if you would like to be included on this list.  

This Week’s Health Concerns: 

Teri Heinzmann; Linda Clark; Ruth Elaine and Wayne Smith; 

Jennifer, daughter to Len and Sue Gray; 

Ongoing Health Concerns: 

Art Luensmann; Hattie Hockaday; Nancy Herriger; Shari Revell Hafer; Diana Luna; Deanie Nunns; Sue Gray; 

Beth Davis and her husband, Paul Gonsalez 

Dear HTPC, 

     We are now more than a full week into 2020. Many believe that the advent of a new year brings new 

opportunities for self-improvement and discipline: new year, new you! Most commonly this takes the form in a 

New Year’s resolution. 

     How many of you have made resolutions this year? Various articles claim that between 25% and 40% of U.S. 

adults make New Year’s resolutions every year. The statistics website Statista reports than in 2018 the two most 

popular resolutions were to save money and to lose weight. Other popular resolutions include traveling more, 

reading more books, picking up a skill or hobby, and quitting a bad habit.  

     While these are all worthy goals and aspirations, most of them don’t make it to Groundhog Day. Forbes claims 

that by February 75% of people have already failed or given up on their resolutions, and that by the end of the 

year only 8% are successful.  

     There are a number of theories why most resolutions fail in such swift and spectacular fashion. Author and 

counselor Shainna Ali claims that most resolutions fail because: we fail to set clear and achievable goals, we 

become overwhelmed by the stress of change, we become impatient and discouraged when we don’t see 

immediate results, and because we are not emotionally ready to accept change. 

     The desire for self-improvement is not limited merely to the secular world. The apostle Paul expounded on his 

love-hate relationship with the Jewish law, writing that the more he tried to keep the law the more sinful it revealed 

him to be. Thus, the law became a chain and burden to Paul and did nothing to justify him in the eyes of God 

(Romans 7). Around 1,500 years later, the reformer Martin Luther found himself in a similar boat. No matter how 

earnest and pious Luther tried to be, he always felt dread that his merits did not do enough to save him. Fortunately 

for both men, they discovered that salvation comes by grace through faith. By the grace of God, we are given 

faith; and this faith comes as a pure and unmerited gift. So, the challenge was no longer to earn or build-up faith, 

but rather to live into the faith that we already have. We do not have to become faithful people because God has 

already made us faithful; we just have to believe and be the new creation in Christ that God already says we are.  

     I’ve never been one to adopt a New Year’s resolution. But if I ever do, it will be this: don’t be too hard on 

myself and remember what I am, who I am, and whose I am. God will take care of the rest.  

     In Christ, 

          Seth Saathoff 



Annual Congregational Meeting 

Our annual congregational meeting has been set for January 26, 2020 following the worship service. Please mark 

your calendars now, and plan to attend! 

Randolph Area Christian Assistance Program (RACAP) Current RACAP pantry needs: 

macaroni and cheese, cereal, jelly, canned beans, dried beans, canned fruit, canned pasta with meat, feminine 

hygiene products, dish soap, brown paper bags. 

English as a Second Language Class 

Our ESL program will resume January 13 and end 10 weeks later, on March 16. Classes will meet Mondays from 

9:30 until 11:00 AM. To all HTPC ESL mentors, past and present and future, thank you for your enriching, 

rewarding work. 

HTPW Board Meeting 

On Monday, January 13, the HTPW will have their board meeting.  The meeting will start at 7:00 PM SHARP! 

Ladies Who Lunch 

On Monday, January 13, we will meet at Cheddar’s Scratch Kitchen (located at 15284 North IH 35, Selma, Texas) 

at 11:30 AM for food and fellowship. All ladies are welcome! 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

Our Tuesday morning bible study class has decided to continue in the new year! For our 2020 Tuesday Morning 

Bible Study class, we will dive deep within the Story of Job.  All are welcomed! We meet every Tuesday morning 

at 9:30 AM. For more detail, please contact Scott Cales. 

Keenagers' Luncheon 

The Holy Trinity Presbyterian Church Keenagers are happy to welcome the New Year with their first luncheon 

of 2020 on Thursday, January 23rd. We will meet at Papa Dante's Italian Restaurant, 8607 FM 1976, corner with 

Toepperwein Rd in Converse. From the church, take a right on Nacogdoches Rd, turn left on Toepperwein Rd, 

and follow it all the way to Converse. Papa Dante’s will be on the right-hand side. Luncheon time is 11:30 am. 

Papa Dante's has been family owned since 1979 and there is always a family member in attendance. Incidentally, 

Holy Trinity was chartered just a year earlier in 1978. The Keenagers are a loosely organized (we like it this way) 

group of fun loving and inquisitive individuals who like to eat, socialize, and share conversations in an amiable 

and respectful atmosphere. We invite members and friends alike to sit at the lunch table with us on the fourth 

Thursday of every month. For starters at this luncheon, we invite the conversation to focus on our brief summary 

of what 2019 held for us and what we hope for our ourselves, our church, and for the world in 2020. No political 

implications, please. For more information, please contact Len Gray at 210-412-8040 or Ruben Hernandez at 

210-305-1077.   

Keenagers Trivia Night 

The Keenagers invite you to the Trivia Night and a Potluck Dinner on Friday, January 31 at 6:00 in the 

family room. Please bring a dish to share and be prepared for evening of fun, fellowship, and team trivia. Seth 

Saathoff will be serving as the Quiz Master. Feel free to invite friends. If you believe you may require childcare, 

please let the church office know ASAP. 

May the odds be in your favor! 

Office Reminders 

Any submissions for the monthly Grapevine newsletter are due to the office on the 20th of every month. Any 

submissions for the weekly Happenings newsletter are due to the office by Thursdays at 10:00 AM. Late 

submissions will only be included if there is time and space in order to do so, thank you. 

Church office hours are 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM Monday-Thursday and 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM Friday. Our 

administrative assistant, Kayla, is in the office from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM Monday through Thursday, and 9:00 

AM to 12:00 PM Friday. A volunteer will be present in office during the other stated hours. 

 


