
 
This Coming Sunday, November 10, 2019 

Growing in Faith Sunday School Classes: 8:45 – 9:45 AM  Worship: 10:05 AM 

Scripture Readings: Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 Sermon: Living in Uncertain Times  

Preaching: Rev. Seth Saathoff  Liturgist: Len Gray 

Officers of the Day: William Werner and John Durham Usher Team:  4  

Next Sunday, 11/17/2019: 

Officers of the Day: Mark Widmer; Gail and Randy Schavrien Usher Team:  5 

Please keep the following members and friends of Holy Trinity in your thoughts and prayers this week.  Also, 

please let the church office or the pastor know if you would like to be included on this list.  

This Week’s Health Concerns:  

Bruce Miller; Beth Davis 

Ongoing Health Concerns: 

Hattie Hockaday; Nancy Herriger; Bruce Miller; Shari Revell Hafer; Diana Luna; Deanie Nunns; Sue Gray; Meredith 

Thompson (daughter of Linda Marrs); Beth Davis and her husband, Paul Gonsalez 

Dear HTPC, 

“Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (John 8:32)  

Lately, I have been thinking about the concept of truth. If you read, watch, or listen to any news source, then you know what 

is currently happening in the U.S. capital right now. On September 24, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi formally launched an 

impeachment inquiry to investigate President Trump’s involvement with a supposed quid pro quo between the President 

and the President of Ukraine. Since that day, six House committees have participated in this investigation, issuing subpoenas 

and depositions to several officials that may have been involved.  

From the onset the inquiry has been the subject of increased criticism and scrutiny. Transcripts of the depositions have been 

slowly released to the public, and with each release both parties are seemingly claiming victory; one party claims the 

transcripts provide proof of wrongdoing, while the other party claims they vindicate the President.  

So, what is the truth? Is truth merely a verifiable statement of fact, and anything to the contrary is either a mistake or a lie? 

The philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche is not so sure: “The falseness of a judgement is not necessarily an objection to a 

judgement… The question is to what extent it is life-advancing, life-preserving, species-preserving, perhaps even species-

breeding.” (Beyond Good and Evil) In other words, the truth is not necessarily a statement of fact, but whatever offers the 

best outcome.  

That quote by Nietzsche reminds me of the trial of Jesus in John’s gospel. Jesus was brought to Pontius Pilate’s headquarters 

for trial, but his accusers were unable to produce compelling evidence against him. Pilate asked Jesus if he was a king, and 

Jesus said, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone 

on the side of truth listens to me.” (John 18:37) To which Pilate replied, “What is truth?” (John 18:38) Perhaps Pilate said 

this to reflect his conundrum; Pilate was skeptical of Jesus’ guilt, but he knew the mobs outside wanted blood. In order to 

keep the peace, Pilate handed over an innocent man to be executed like a violent criminal. As the apostle Paul puts it, “God 

made him who had no sin to be sin…” (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

But what does Jesus mean when he speaks of truth? One of Jesus’ famous I Am statements includes, “I am the way and the 

truth and the life…” (John 14:6) In Plato’s etymological work Cratylus Socrates claims that the Greek word for truth 

(aletheia) is a contraction of the phrase, “a wandering that is divine.” Since then, many have associated the concept of truth 

with God. Martin Heidegger’s etymological analysis of aletheia found that it relates to ‘unconcealedness.’ (Parmenides) 

Thus, truth is not a statement of fact, but a revelation.  



Presbyterians believe that the Bible is truth not because everything it says can be independently verified as historical fact, 

but because it is God’s revelation to us. The world may be broken, but God’s Word says that it will be redeemed. People 

may make a mess of things and themselves, but God’s Word tells us that we are beloved. Everyone will die, but God’s 

Word tells us that death is not the end of the story.  

In a world with changing narratives, new testimonies and subjective “truths”, God’s revealed Word is the one unchanging 

Truth which we proclaim.   

In Christ, 

Seth Saathoff 

RACAP Holiday Meal Basket Program 

HTPC's Nov. 3 Harvest Sunday collection was an unqualified success. Heartfelt thanks to everyone who contributed food, 

time, money, effort and prayers to help our less fortunate neighbors celebrate Thanksgiving with a traditional holiday 

meal. 

Christmas Holiday Meal Basket Program 

Applications to sponsor a family at Christmas are due by Friday November 22, as are applications to provide children's toys 

only.  The forms are available in the Family Room and may be mailed directly to RACAP or given to Elaine Hutchinson, 

Jean Dekunder or Kay Delpero.  

Pledge Card Dedication 

Pledge card dedication this year has been set for November 17.  You should have already received a letter and a pledge card 

in the mail.  If not, there are pledge cards available in the family room.  

RACAP Food Pantry Current Needs:  

Dry and canned beans, jelly, meat Helpers, canned fruit (but no fruit cocktail), plastic bags, and empty plastic water 

bottles 

For RACAP food donations: 

Thank you. So many have given so much!  Your generosity is extremely helpful and much appreciated. 

HTPC Bicycle Rehab Ministry? 

There’s a saying that “a bicycle is a terrible thing to waste.” Well, not really, but Pastor Seth and I are wondering if there’s 

enough interest in the Holy Trinity congregation to begin a Bicycle Rehab Ministry. We would accept gently used bicycles 

from the congregation to clean, lightly repair and donate them to needy persons or families in our area. We would need a 

few people who would be willing to volunteer their services on an as needed basis. If you might be interested, please contact 

Scott Ericksen at 210-860-2478 or scottericksen1@gmail.com.  

English as a Second Language Class 

HTPC's current conversational ESL program will end November 11. The program will resume January 13 and end 10 

weeks later on March 16. Classes will meet Mondays from 9:30 until 11:00. To all HTPC ESL mentors, past and present 

and future, thank you for your enriching, rewarding work. 

Session Highlights – October, 2019 

At its Stated Meeting on October 22, the Session... 

• opened with prayer and devotional time based on the article “How I learned to love the doctrine of total depravity” 

by Heidi Haverkamp; 

• shared joys and concerns in our life together; 

• acknowledged the baptism of Reed Weldon Saathoff on Sunday, October 13 with the Rev. Seth Saathoff and the 

Rev. Dick Lavender officiating; 

• acknowledged the vote approving the hiring of Renee Meriwether as Temporary Accompanist; 

• approved the Transfer of Membership for Karen Wahrmund to First Methodist Church in New Braunfels; 

• referred the Habitat for Humanity newsletter to Mission Outreach & Evangelism 

• received worship attendance 08/28 – 10/20 of 116, 116, 130, 94 and visitor attendance totals for the same period of 

8, 5, 18, 11; 

• received a report on the church's insurance and an update on the damages to the electronic sign out front; 

• approved Carlos Baladez as an Elder Commissioner to presbytery on October 25; 

• received word that Pastor Seth was chosen as a Synod Commissioner from Mission Presbytery November 1 – 2; 

• approved making proposed sound systems improvements; 

• approved an Emmaus community use of the church on January 18; 

• noted that the required annual financial review will be conducted in January after the 2019 financial books close; 

• received Pastor Seth's report on pastoral care for members with health concerns: Evelyn Reiffert, Beth Davis, and 

Linda Clark. 


