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-Welcomed the Rev. Paul Gaedke as Moderator. Paul is an 
Associate Pastor at  San Pedro PC. 
-Heard plans for a Fall Festival/All Church Picnic set for Sunday, 

October 29
th
 at 3:30pm. Congregational Care/Fellowship 

committees are sponsoring the event that includes activities and 
food (fried and roasted chicken provided plus side dishes from the 
congregation.) 
-Named Elder Amanda Iacovino as Chair of the Day School 
Committee 
-Approved a revised Supply Clergy and Musician Compensation 
Policy that now includes CREs and was recommended by 
Worship and Music Committees. 
-Approved the position description for the Music Accompanist 
recommended by the Personnel Committee. 
-Heard about Elder Kay Perez’s moving experience visiting with 
Presbyterian victims of Hurricane Harvey at the special meeting of 
presbytery last Sunday. As one woman told her, “God was 
everywhere”, in their ordeal. 
-Heard from Congregational Care/Fellowship Committee about 
efforts to respond to needs of members, especially requests for 
pastoral care.  Requests should still be made through Kayla for 
prayer chain, etc. during office hours, but Ellen Kilian is the person 
to call after hours for a pastoral care.  
-Approved a request to serve Communion at the Emmaus 
Gathering here January 20, 2018. 

(from the Stated Meeting on September 26)  
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9:00am - Day School Chapel 

5:00pm - Texas Children’s 

Choir 

7:00pm - Jubilation 

Every Thursday: 

6:00am - Men's Emmaus Reunion Group 
6:00am - Women's Emmaus Reunion Group 
9:00am - Men's Emmaus Group 2 

5:00pm - Texas Children's Choir 
5:30pm - TOPS 
6:30pm - Cub Scout Pack 

8:30 - Worship 
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7:00pm - HTPW 

Horizon Bible 

Circle 

7:00pm - Saddle 

Light Club 

9:00am - Wom-

en’s Emmaus 

Group  

9:30am - Prayer 

Shawl 

6:30pm - Men’s 

Quartet  

7:00pm - Sanctu-

ary Choir 

9:30am - Mary Mar-
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en’s Emmaus 

Group  

9:30am - Prayer 

Shawl 

6:30pm - Men’s 

Quartet  

7:00pm - Sanctu-

ary Choir 

10:00am - ESL 

Class 

11:00pm - SA 

Button Group 

7:00pm - Session 

Meeting 

9:00am - Wom-

en’s Emmaus 

Group  

9:30am - Prayer 

Shawl 

6:30pm - Men’s 

Quartet  

7:00pm - Sanctu-

ary Choir 

9:30am - Piece 
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School Chapel 
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Autumn Festival 

Set-up 

9:00am - Day 

School Chapel 
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Our October Ladies Who Lunch will be held on       

Monday, October 23rd at 11:00 am.  We will be     

meeting at La Madeleine French Bakery and Café at 

the Forum. 

(8134 Agora Parkway Suite 100; 210-306-2921) 

The next gathering for the Mary Martha Circle will be October 5th, at 9:30 am.  Jean 
DeKunder will be the teacher, and Diann Arnold will be bringing snacks. Join us! 
 
The Tuesday Evening Women’s Horizon Bible Study has bee rescheduled for Octo-
ber.  The Tuesday Evening Women’s Bible Study will meet on Tuesday, October 17th, 
2017 at 7:00 pm in the Bethel Library.  Please bring a small snack. Paper goods will 
be provided. For information, contact Sheila Clark or Betts Miller. 

Mentors are still needed for HTPC’s eight-week Fall English as a Second Language session. Classes 
began September 12 and are now filling the family room from 10:00 to 11:30 every Tuesday morn-
ing.  If you are interested in beginning or returning to this important outreach program, please let 
Elaine Hutchinson or Scott Ericksen know.  It’s not too late to join the fun.  

On the first Sunday of every month, two of HTPC’s eight membership clusters combine to host 
Meet and Greet gatherings after both services.  The caregivers for those clusters coordinate the 
events, and cluster members provide the food.   
The last quarterly caregiver meeting of the year will be held on October 29 in the Bethel  
Library after the 11:00 am service.    



RACAP Back-to-School Shoe Program 

By the time this year’s program closed on Septem-
ber 12, RACAP had distributed Payless Shoe 
Source gift cards and school supplies to 419 chil-
dren in 188 
families.   Thank you to everyone who helped 
RACAP help our neighbors.  Your generosity con-
tinues to make a difference.  

Each Thanksgiving and Christmas, the Randolph 
Area Christian Assistance Program (RACAP) 
provides food to many area families who would 
otherwise not be able to prepare a holiday meal. 
Last year, 256 households received assistance at 
Thanksgiving and 326 at Christmas. 
 

Applications from clients who qualify for RACAP's 
regular services are now being accepted for this 
year's meal basket program.  If you know of 
those who might need this type of help during 
the holidays, please let them know they may 
apply for both holiday programs at the RACAP 
office in Schertz. Applications for assistance at 
Thanksgiving should be made from September 
25 through October 27, 2017.  Applications for 
Christmas only should be made no later than 
November 16, 2016.  
 

We at HTPC can assist by giving food, by donat-
ing money and gift cards to buy turkeys and 
other perishable items, and, as individuals or 
organizations, by sponsoring one or more 
families. Sponsorship of a family for Thanksgiv-
ing or Christmas involves providing all of the 
meal basket contents and, at Christmas, gifts for 
the family's children. Last year, 387 children in 
165 families received toys or other gifts through 
RACAP's holiday program.   
 

Sponsorship application forms are available in 
the Mission and Outreach area of the HTPC 
family room. The forms need to be returned to 
RACAP by October 27, 2017 for both Thanks-
giving and Christmas sponsorship. Sponsors of a 
family for both holidays will be contacted by a 
RACAP representative by email to provide de-
tailed information and answer questions NLT 
Nov 10; those sponsoring a family only for 
Christmas will be contacted by December 8.   
Sponsorship application forms, as well as checks 

with "Holiday Program" on the memo line and 
gift cards can be handed to one of HTPC's 
representatives to RACAP --Jean DeKunder, 
Elaine Hutchinson and Kay Delpero--or mailed to 
RACAP, 307 Pfeil Street, Schertz, TX 78154.  The 
cost of a basic food basket, not including a 
frozen turkey, should be less than $35.00. 
 

Food for the Holiday Meal Basket Program can 
be left below the Mission and Outreach bulletin 
board in the church's family room. Holiday 
Program food, as well as regular supplies for 
RACAP's food pantry, can also be taken to 
RACAP at the address above between 1:00 and 
3:00 PM Monday through Friday.  
 

Items needed for RACAP's 
Holiday Meal Basket Program: 
 

-Chicken Broth 
-Flour 
-Granulated sugar (four-pound bag) 
-Brown sugar (one pound) 
-Evaporated milk 
-Stuffing mix 
-Canned pumpkin 
-Canned yams 
-Fruit cocktail 
-Cranberry sauce 
 

RACAP asks that those sponsoring a family 
also include a turkey, eggs, margarine or 
butter, pie shells and rolls or bread in the 
basket.  



Whispering into God’s Ear: 

Peace with Everyone 

By Valerie Carter-Cole 
Xanthar.  The name clung to the tongue like alum for most members of the small southwest Kansas 

town in which I was raised. The Xanthers were a family of ten or twelve members…who could keep 

track. They lived south of the tracks and barely off the edge of Highway 27 in a “house” that looked 

like a pile of refuse.  The house was constantly surrounded by Xanther offspring in various stages of 

development.  A Xanther child could be identified a mile away since they all looked alike…each one 

was entirely the color of the dust bowl which had laid havoc to the area not too long before their con-

ceptions.  Pale hair topped frail bodies decked out in clothing passed down from too many genera-

tions of older siblings. Virtually colorless eyes with a cautious yet defiant gleam…no matter the age, 

these children knew their status in our farm-town society.  I can’t imagine how difficult it must have 

been to be the rejects of an entire community. 

School for these invisible youngsters must have been similar to a coyote with its foot caught in a 

trap. Always sitting in the back of the classroom with glazed eyes as the teachers ignored them and 

then passed them on to the next grade without teaching them a thing. When they were of eligible 

age, most of the Xanther children took the same escape option as the coyote did. They chewed off 

the possibility of a foothold to a better life, and escaped to an existence of mediocrity…after all they 

could not read, write, compute or believe in themselves. Like the tumbleweeds of those dust bowl 

days, these empty-eyed children of our town drifted away with the winds of misfortune. 

There was an exception. Flora Xanther broke all the rules of Xantherism. A large girl with the stride 

of a fullback and a mouth that regaled the school halls like a Bronx beer hawker at a Yankees’ 

game. She was notorious for her frequent trips to the principal’s office…always because of auda-

cious behavior. Although her tongue would get her in trouble, she was not mean, insulting or rude 

and never cursed. She simply seemed to enjoy point-counterpoint with anyone worthy of her wit and 

reasoning. Her demeanor seemed to always be bemused with a mix of curiosity about people and 

their reactions to her antics.  

Flora was two years older than me and quite intimidating. But she fascinated me and I watched her. 

I noticed that, despite what appeared to be gregariousness, she was in fact a loner…not running 

with a pack which was the norm at our school. Outside of her classroom escapades, she was virtual-

ly invisible.   

The closest I came to actually interacting with Flora happened toward the end of the year she gradu-
ated. A new teacher, Miss Miller, organized a motivational workshop for students which took place in 
the cafeteria. The intent, I believe, was to encourage upper class members to take our studies seri-
ously by convincing us that we could do great things in our lives. As we sat slouched over the dining 
hall’s picnic-style tables, Miss Miller went around the room asking each student what their dream for 
an ideal life was. Not surprisingly, most boys chose farmers and most girls chose housewives. I was 
almost salivating; I was going to announce veterinarian. But Flora Xanther was in front of me and it 
was time for her announcement. She stood up and mounted the board seats to the top of her table. 
Swinging her hips provocatively, she pranced up and down the table. Stopping in the center with her 
hands on her hips, she did an expert four-way hip bump; running her hands through her hair 
she announced loud and clear that she was going to be an exotic dancer.         (over) 



Needless to say, Miss Miller’s class fell apart. I was thoroughly impressed with the show and burst forth 

with a loud “YAAHH!” and applause…although I had no idea what an exotic dancer was. The other mem-

bers of the class had a much more subdued response…after all this was a Xanther! Their zeal was in 

watching the teacher virtually disintegrate in agonizing embarrassment. Miss Miller turned about 12 

shades of pink before having the where-with-all to take control of things. This, of course, meant sending 

Flora, and as a last-minute punishment, me, to the principal’s office. Flora bopped off the table with as 

much aplomb as she ascended and headed for the door. My enthusiasm was somewhat abated at the 

prospect of a visit with Mr. Victor. But I was secretly thrilled to be involved. So, I called to Flora to “hold 

up” and we went for our punishment as a team. Of course, it wasn’t really a team. Flora was sent home 

for three days. I got a talking to while hanging my head in sad remorse. 

Flora and I did not become friends because of this incident. Although when we would see each other in 

the hall, we would slide our eyes towards each other with sly grins and our own “hiya” wave of our 

hands. I often wonder what would have happened if I had reached out to Flora… To be honest, I did not 

know how to approach the possibility. She was a loner, but how much of that was her and how much 

was our small-town dogma. Things did not change in a small isolated community with multiple genera-

tions of preconceived notions, and discrimination based upon a person’s family status at the time of their 

birth. 

After her graduation, I never saw Flora again. Maybe she did become an exotic dancer. And then a few 

years ago, reading the online version of my hometown newspaper, I was sadly surprised. At the top of 

the second page: “Flora Xanther, Local Philanthropist Dies of Cancer.” “Flora Augustine Xanther, Found-

er of Christian Saviors of Young Women in Racine, Wisconsin passed away recently from liver cancer. 

Miss Xanther established Christian Saviors of Young Women in 1984 and has helped hundreds of young 

girls and women move onto better lives over the years because of her ceaseless dedicated Christian car-

ing. All benefits go to Christian Saviors.” 

I was surprised and not surprised. One thing that was definitively Flora was a soul full of surprises. I had 

to find out more about her life. After playing detective for some time, I discovered that from a very young 

age, Flora worked as a domestic to dozens of homes in our town. That must have been why she was in-

visible outside of school…she did not want people to know that she did this work. Despite her cheeki-

ness with teachers and administrators, she graduated with a 3.5 grade average. With the money she 

saved and an excellent academic record, she was able to go Fort Hays State College. After graduation, 

she headed north where she had already made financial contacts to begin her true calling…Christian 

Saviors of Young Women. 

I feel honored to have had Flora in my life…however small the actual interaction. I treasure the oppor-

tunity to have known someone with such a wide measure of humor, kindness, compassion, uniqueness, 

integrity and energy. I increasingly value all of the people in my life for each possesses equally unique 

gifts. I pray I do not take another human for granted because I have judged when I should have been ac-

cepting. 

I feel that this Scripture exemplifies Flora Xanther as well as can be done for I believe she lived her life 

as guided by these commandments: 
9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in 
love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fer-
vor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the 
Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; 
mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be will-
ing to associate with people of low position.[a] Do not be conceited. 
17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 
18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 
           Romans 12: 9-18 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A9-18#fen-NIV-28262a


Thank you to all the 8 youth who participated in the Main Event Youth Retreat at 

John Knox Ranch.  It was a GREAT weekend full of worshipping God and serving 

others.  A big thank you to the parents/guardians for entrusting the youth with us 

for the weekend.  We are already looking forward to the next youth retreat. Stay 

tuned for details about Mid-winters!  

We are looking forward to a couple different things this month.  Please mark your 

calendars now for the All Church Picnic on October 29th and plan to attend.  We 

will need you to help and to have lots of fun!   The Youth and children (8 years 

and older) will be conducting a “Fear House” during the All Church Picnic/Fall 

Fest and taking part in Trunk or Treat (all ages). There will be a flyer sent out at 

a later date, any questions call Makenna Maloy at 210-779-4010.  

Behind closed doors, violence is happening.  In our cities, in our towns, even in our 

congregations, domestic violence against women is disturbingly prevalent and 

hidden in plain view. 

On the 25th of each month, we want to make a statement.   We wear orange to 

SAY NO TO VIOLENCE (http://saynotoviolence.org/) to show solidarity and to say 

that our communities are safe spaces for those who have experienced violence.  As 

Christians, we are called to reflect the light of Jesus Christ, light which illumines 

and overcomes darkness.  We wear orange, bright orange, filled with light, be-

cause what happens in the dark cannot be tolerated.  We wear orange to take a 

stand for ending violence against women and girls. 



The 27th Annual Holly Days Arts & Craft Fair will be held on Saturday, October 

7, 2017 from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Crafters will be inside the church and outside 

in the church parking lot. Delicious food will be available. A silent auction will 

be held with items donated by the crafters. As always, a quilt will be raffled at 

the fair. Kay Perez has donated a beautiful quilt as the prize. 

Volunteers are needed to help with set up on Friday and Saturday, clean up at 

the end of the fair, in the kitchen, and in the Women’s booth. Linda Shaner is 

the Volunteer Coordinator. Please contact Linda, Sheila Clark, or Niesha Mar-

shall if you can help. 

Holly Days is the only women’s fundraiser for the year. All proceeds are given 

to mission projects locally, nationally, and around the world. Plan to attend 

Holly Days, volunteer if you can, bring your friends, and spend a little money 

too! For information contact Sheila Clark or Niesha Marshall. 

Fellowship would like to invite everyone to join 

us at the Annual All Church Picnic on October 

29th, 2017 from 3:30 to 5:30pm. Fellowship will 

be provided fried and rotisserie chicken.  We are 

asking for the congregation to bring sides that 

will complement the chicken of their choice. Fel-

lowship will also be providing dessert. 

There will be be trunk or treating after the picnic 

starting around 5:30pm. We need volunteers to 

“open their trunks” by decorating their trunks, 

and providing candy, treats, and prizes for kids 

of all age ranges to pass out during trunk or 

treat. Please contact Makenna Maloy at 210-779

-4010 to sign up!  We need your help for the kids 

of the church to enjoy this year’s trunk or 

treating! 

The HTPC Chain Gang will meet at the church 

on Sunday, October 15th at 1:15pm.  We will 

drive to Jack White Trailhead at 3803 Seguin 

Rd.  The Chain Gang will ride to Southside Li-

ons Park and back (approximately 17 miles). 

RSVP to mehaffeyk@holytrinity.org 



Happy Birthday 

Happy Anniversary 

 Jack Hafer   10/4 

 Landon Hockley  10/4 

 Aaron Strub   10/5 

 Lorna Jean Miller  10/6 

 Randy Hoff   10/6 

 Sabrina Jefferies  10/8 

 Sarah Gleitz   10/8 

 Sally Lewis   10/9 

 Dave Bird   10/9 

 Ryan Mehaffey  10/10 

 George Gwaltney  10/11 

 Deanie Nunns  10/13 

 Rex Brinkman  10/13 

 Art Luensmann  10/13 

 Becky Marvin  10/13 

 Harry Dinwiddie  10/14 

 Diann Arnold  10/15 

 Lemuel Matute  10/15 

 Caryl Swann  10/18 

 Fred Hutchinson  10/18 

 Beth Davis   10/21 

 Pam Miller   10/21 

 Ethan Mueller  10/23 

 Susan Connally  10/23 

 Jake Thompson Sr. 10/25 

 Len Gray   10/26 

 Kay Delpero   10/27 

 Deborah Ehrhardt  10/29 

 Sharon Harrington  10/29 

 Moralah LaBarge  10/29 

 Larry Sears   10/29 

 Jill Porter   10/31   

Ray and Trisha Welch   10/1     1 year 

Danielle and Larry Yano   10/2   24 years 

Don Cole and Valerie Carter-Cole 10/5   20 years 

Robert and Donna Stein   10/8   29 years 

Charles and Diana Mascilli  10/12   32 years 

Scott and Nancy Ericksen  10/13   49 years 

Jim Pittman     10/14   33 years 

Betty and Dick Kreutzer   10/22   40 years 

Cedric and Ronica Jones   10/23   20 years 

*Middle-r Dinner* 
The October Middle-r Dinner will be held on Friday, October 27th, at 6 pm.  We will meet at 

La Hacienda de Los Barrios at 18747 Redland Road, San Antonio, Texas. 

Please RSVP to: mehaffeyk@holytrinitypres.org.  

***Looking ahead: Friday, November 17th, at 6 pm we will have traveling bingo at the 

Marshall’s home. Each person will bring 3, $5 gifts and an appetizer, more details next 

month!*** 

   

*Keenagers* 
The October Keenagers meeting 
will be October 26th, at 
11:30am.  We will be meeting 
at the Golden Corral on Pat 
Booker Rd. We hope to see you 
there! 



Holy Trinity Presbyterian Church 

16245 Nacogdoches Road 

San Antonio, TX 78247 

 

210-654-3411 

church@holytrinitypres.org 
 

www.holytrinitypres.org 

 

Church Staff 

George Platt - Church Administrator 

Kayla Hix - Administrative Assistant 

James Garcia - Music Director 
 

Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 9 am -  4 pm 

Friday - 9 am - 12:00 noon 

Thank you! 
Thank you to all who came to work on the 

Building and Grounds Saturday Work Day 

on  September 23rd, 2017. You 

handled moving 2.4 TONS of stone, 

placing it where is was needed.  Also, 

trimmed a lot of limbs to give the cross in 

the Prayer Garden more light. 

 

Thank you Leo Beach, Phil McReynolds, 

Randy Schavrien, Larry Sears, Jack Ar-

nold, Chuck Cornelisse, and Juan Loya. 

 

-John Herman 


