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      The Visitor 
 

          November 2022 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

In-Person Worship Services 
Worship is at 8:15 a.m. and 11 a.m. with entrance via the 

front doors on Union Avenue only. Livestream worship 

is at 11 a.m.  

 

Masks are optional for worship, but physical distancing 

is still important. We are asked to please watch on-line 

from home if we feel ill. Our church strives to be a safe 

and nurturing place for all of God’s people.  

 

For individuals not wishing to appear in the Livestream 

service at 11 a.m. seats behind the projector and in the 

rear gallery are not in the view of the camera.  

 

Nursery care is not available, but we welcome children 

of all ages in worship. 

 

Sunday School 
Sunday School Grades Pre-K through middle school are 

meeting 9:45 a.m. in-person in their classrooms. Middle 

School class plans to walk to Concord Point Coffee on 

the first Sunday of each month. 

 

Senior High Sunday School meets Mr. Phil by the 

church sign on Congress Avenue to go to Concord Point 

Coffee. 

 

Adult Sunday School meets weekly at 9:45 a.m. Sundays 

in both the Mentzer Parlor and by Zoom.  

 

Youth Events 
Saturday, November 19: Annual Great Cookie Bake at 

12 noon in the Social Hall. We will enjoy pizza before 

baking cookies for our college students.  

 

Sunday, December 11: Christmas Caroling. 

Immediately after church, meet in the social hall for 

lunch before we go caroling. All voices welcome! 

 

 

Worship Services are Sunday 

mornings at 8:15 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

 

Sunday School is at 9:45 a.m. 

 

 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

2 Sermon Series/UMW Cookie Sale 

3 Free Thanksgiving Dinner/Christmas Angel Tags 

4 
No Poinsettias but Missions Instead/Christmas 

Candlelight Tour/Wreaths Across America 

5 Thoughts from Our Lay Leader 

6      Conference Events/Walk with a Doc 

7-9 Racial Justice/Support of Christ’s Ministry 

10-11 
Pastor’s Message/Spend More Time with God 

Today 

12 Missions News 

13 
Christian Love & Sympathy/Thank Yous/ 

Thanksgivings/God's Newest Gift 

14 From Yesterday til Now/Kids’ Corner 

15 Grace Place Food Donations/Advent Devotionals 

16 Birthdays and Anniversaries/Church Trivia 

17 Community Information/Church Calendar 

18 Prayer List/Trivia Answers 

19 Christmas Mission Gift Form 

 Our Mission/Vision is to 

 learn and grow in Jesus Christ to 

 serve others and transform lives 

 here, across the street and around 

 the world. 
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Worship In-Person and Live Stream 
 

November 6 

Celebration of Holy Communion 

All Saints’ Sunday 

We celebrate the witness of God’s saints in the past and accept the call to be 

witnesses to Christ’s grace in the present. 

Hebrews 11: 1-12; John 20: 1-18 

“Imitate Christ” 

By faith our ancestors offered their witness to Christ. What a pantheon of saints it is! We join them in that 

calling.  

 

November 13 

Christ for All Peoples Sunday 

We acknowledge the call for all people-groups on earth to hear the Good News of Christ’s salvation and we 

celebrate all the places we’ve been able to share the love of God. 

Organ and Tissue Donor Sunday 

We honor those who have donated organs or tissue to help others live and live abundantly. We are called to do 

the same. 

Guest Speaker, Minister Sidney, Spiritual Life Coordinator from the Board of Child Care 

 

November 20 

Commitment Sunday 

We make commitments of financial stewardship for 2023. 

Christ the King Sunday 

We acknowledge the reign of Christ over the universe and in our lives. 

Thanksgiving Sunday 

We praise God in gratitude for all God’s gifts to us. 
Colossians 1: 11-20; Psalm 100 

“Mega-Wattage!” 

In Christ we can overcome everything! Thanks be to God! That leads to gratitude! 

 

During Advent we are engaging in a short sermon series “Rising Up to Christmas!” Although Advent is more 

than a lead up to Christmas, it does help us prepare. Our readings from the prophet Isaiah and the Psalms 

guide us as we are called upward to a higher worship of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

November 27 

First Sunday of Advent 

We look for the Coming of Christ in the future, in the past and in our hearts. 

United Methodist Student Day 

We celebrate United Methodist students in trade schools, colleges and universities.  

Isaiah 2: 1-5; Psalm 122 

“Rise Up to Restoration” 

 

UMW Cookie Sale 
Attention all bakers, the United Women of Faith (formerly known as UMW) will be hosting their annual 

Christmas Cookie Sale in the Church Social Room on Saturday, December 3 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. More 

information to come. 
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Free Thanksgiving Dinner  
The 34th annual free thanksgiving dinner is offered at Havre de Grace Community Center, 100 Lagaret Lane, in 

Havre de Grace by DELIVERY OR PICK-UP ONLY. Delivery for Aberdeen, Havre de Grace and Perryville 

begins at 10:30 a.m.; all other locations delivery begins at 9:30 a.m. Self pick-up is from 12 to 12:30 p.m. 

Reservations can be made from October 24 through November 23 by calling Don. The menu includes turkey, 

dressing, mashed potatoes, sweet potatoes, corn, green beans, cranberry sauce, dessert and beverages. Those 

who want to make donations or volunteer to work at the dinner or deliver meals, please call Don for specific 

duties or report to the Community Center on Thanksgiving Day. 
 

Christmas Angel Tags 
Submitted by Christine 

 

The Christmas tags are on the outside of the door in the breezeway and the trees 

in the Narthex around November 16. Here is how we organize the gifts. We 

check on Amazon for price ranges and try to keep most gifts $30 and under. That 

way there is a wide range of gifts people can purchase and still help families in 

need for Christmas. 

 

We provide wrapping paper, tape, and tags (all donated by our Boy/Cub Scouts) 

for each family so they can be part of the joy of Christmas. We receive lists from the children from two 

elementary schools (Havre de Grace and Meadowvale) and limit the tags to five for each child. We then make 

sure we find out all the other people in the household so we can provide them with new things too (but we make 

up those tags)! 

 

The other opportunity to give is to “Fill a Stocking.” We put all these on stocking tags, so they are a separate 

item. Each is written as a boy or girl and then an age range. We have been told many times that it is difficult to 

know what to put in those stockings, so we have come up with a suggestions list: 

 

Lip balm 

Pens 

Pencils 

24 or less crayons 

24 or less colored pencils 

Thin coloring books 

Little stuffed animals 

Mittens/gloves/hat 

Match box cars 

Single Barbie doll 

Ear buds 

 

Toothbrush and toothpaste 

Small craft kits 

Nail polish 

Stickers 

Earmuffs 

Hairbrush/comb 

Uno cards 

Card games 

Hair bands 

Hand lotion 

Hand sanitizer 

If you want to put candy in there, it has to be in the original package. The stockings are 18 inches, so all those 

things will NOT fit in one stocking, but you can pick and choose. The average is 5 to 7 items. You can have a 

“theme” stocking based on a cartoon character or superhero. 

 

These stockings go to the Havre de Grace Middle School, Havre de Grace High School and Meadowvale to 

make sure all kids are able to have something for Christmas. 

 

Any questions? Please call the Church Office and speak to one of the Christmas Angels’ Elves (or ask for 

Christine or Dorothy) and we will help you as much as possible! Thank you for your generous support of this 

project!!!   
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No Poinsettias but Missions Instead 
Rather than putting live poinsettias in the sanctuary for Christmas Eve, we are 

decorating with beautiful silk poinsettias. Knowing, however, that folk like to 

honor their loved ones at Christmas, we are offering another way to do so -- 

Christmas Mission Gifts. 

  

Completing a Christmas Mission Gift Form (found on page 19) will allow us to 

honor or remember a loved one in the bulletin for the Fourth Sunday of Advent 

and Christmas Eve. Poinsettias usually cost about $15 but we may choose any amount to donate. Choose one of 

the three missions below, complete the form, attach a check and place it in the offering box in worship or mail it 

to the Church Office. We may choose to give to one, two or all three missions but please check only one 

mission per form (there is a spot on the form to indicate how much money we want to go to the mission checked 

on that form). All of the missions seek to help children. 

  

Because we seek to share God's love "here, across the street and around the world," we can make Christmas 

Mission Gifts to: 

 

*Anna’s House -- a local shelter for women and children escaping domestic abuse. 

*Helping Up Mission -- a highly successful, faith-based residential treatment program for addiction located in 

Baltimore but serving our entire region. They now have facilities for women with children. 

*Children of Zion Village -- an orphanage started by Mt. Zion UMC in Churchville which provides care for 

over 50 children and helps feed 150 orphans nearby in Mustafa in the southern African nation of Namibia on 

the Zambezi River. 
 

Christmas Candlelight Tour 2022 
Submitted by Nakina 

As you are planning your holidays, remember to include Saturday, 

December 10 from 4 to 8 p.m. when the Christmas Candlelight tour of 

historic Havre de Grace churches comes around!!    

 

Let’s all participate and enjoy the opportunity to reconnect with our church 

and others in the area.   

 

Did you know we have historical items shown in display cases in our 

Memorial Hall? One is a travelling communion set. It includes a canister for 

wine (or juice) and individual serving glasses with the leather bag it was carried in while the pastor rode his 

horse to visit families in this surrounding area during the late 1800s.    

 

Memorial Hall is being included in our church tour. Plans are already being made for displays to view and some 

fun things to do. We hope to provide an experience you will enjoy so much you will be saying “… we’ll be 

back next year.”   

 

Wreaths Across America  
Wreaths Across America will place wreaths on the graves of veterans at Angel Hill, Mt. Erin and St. James 

cemeteries on Saturday, December 17. If interested in providing support, please send to Joseph L. Davis Post 

47, 501 St. John Street, Havre de Grace, MD 21078. 
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Thoughts from our Lay Leader 
Submitted by Pat, CLS, with blessings and peace 

 

On October 22, our annual Church Conference was held via zoom. This is the basic unit in our Connectional 

System of the UMC where the local church connects with the general church. It is a time of worship, a time to 

celebrate and highlight each church's accomplishments over the past year, and a time to vote on various reports.  

It is called and presided over by the District Superintendent or his/her delegated Elder. 

 

The Church Conference used to be known as the Charge 

Conference. A few years ago, Bishop Easterling changed 

the Charge Conference to the Church Conference so 

that all interested members of the local church could 

attend.   

 

The main purpose of Church Conference is to review and evaluate the total mission and ministry of the church, 

receive reports and adopt objectives and goals recommended by Church Council that are in keeping with the 

objective of the UMC.   

 

The Church Conference examines and recommends candidates for licensed ordained ministry to the district 

committee on ordained ministry. This year we have no one seeking to become an ordained minister. 

 

The Church Conference shall also review the gifts, labors and usefulness of their Certified Lay Servants and 

Certified Lay Ministers to recommend them to Lay Servant Ministries. We have no Certified Lay Ministers.  I 

am our only Certified Lay Servant. (Some churches have none and some have multiple.) Each person must 

submit a report of his/her last year's activities and must attend the Church Conference for final vote. 

 

This is also the time where the pastor's compensation is set. The amount is suggested by the Staff-Parish-

Relations Team. It is then sent to the Chair of the Finance Team who sends it to be voted upon by Church 

Council which then sends it for a final vote at Church Conference. 

 

Other reports that are submitted at Church Conference are: 

• The Pastor's Report on Membership 

• Names and addresses of those in college to send to United Methodist Campus Ministries and chaplains 

• VIM Teams 

• Church Leader Report to name the Chair of Church Council, teams and Chairs of Nominations, SPRC, 

Finance to include the financial secretary and church treasurer 

• Lay Members to Annual Conference and Lay Leader 

• Discipleship report 

• Trustees report on buildings, parsonage, accommodations for disabilities 

• Financial status 

I hope this has enlightened you all to what the annual Church Conference is all about. It would be wonderful to 

see more folk step up to leadership positions next year, too. 

 

My prayer is for everyone to have a wonderful, spirit filled Thanksgiving. 
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Conference Events 
 

Tacos, TikTok, and Talk with Bishop Easterling 

Saturday, November 12 from 1 to 3 p.m., Calvary UMC 301 Rowe Blvd, Annapolis 

 

Bishop Easterling is inviting all youth (11-18 years old) to share their hopes, dreams and 

concerns so that we can plan and create ministry that matters most to youth. There will be no 

WAVE 2023 (formerly known as ROCK or Youth Rally) as we discern the movement of the 

Holy Spirit in and through our young people. Help us maintain an appropriate safe sanctuary ratio of two adults 

for every 13 youth by RSVPing below. 

 

In order to plan for COVID safety and have enough food (tacos!), please RSVP by Tuesday, November 8. 

There is an option to attend virtually to join for the conversation portion around 1:45 p.m. Please indicate 

attending virtually and a zoom link will be sent out. Register online at BWCUMC.org. 

 

Early Response Team (ERT) Certification and Re-Certification  
Saturday, November 12, Baltimore-Washington Conference Mission Center, 11711 East Market Place, Fulton  

 

This course date offers both the ERT Certification Course and the ERT Re-Certification Course. You will be 

prompted to select the appropriate course within the registration form. UMCOR ERT Certification and Re-

Certification requires an individual to pass a background check before being certified and receiving an ERT 

badge. (In response to Hurricane Ian, more folk are needed to help fill this mission.) 

 

ERT Certification Course  

8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Cost: $35 per person 

Instructors: Becky, Debbie and Pastor Fred  

 

ERT Re-Certification Course  

8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Cost: $20 per person 

Instructor: Becky 

 

For more information, contact Pastor Fred Sipes at disasterresponse@bwcumc.org  

 

Training Tuesday - 'Live and Love Like Jesus' 
Tuesday, November 15 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Training Tuesday is an online training experience to inspire and equip local church leaders to connect more 

people with Jesus. Using zoom, leaders connect to learn from an expert about a topic that helps 100 percent of 

our congregations to become 100 percent vital. Register at BWCUMC.org. 

 

Walk with a Doc 
Walk with a Doc will take place on Saturday, November 12 at 10 a.m. This is a recurring program every 

second Saturday of the month for anyone interested in taking steps for a healthier lifestyle. You’ll take a few 

minutes to learn about a current health topic from a healthcare provider, then spend the rest of the hour enjoying 

a healthy walk and fun conversation. It’s a great way to get out, get active, and enjoy all the benefits that come 

from walking. Walk your own pace and distance.  
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Racial Justice 
Submitted by Pat  

 
This month's article is on Racial Justice, not only for here but all around our 

nation and world. It was written by Debby Irving, a racial justice educator and 

author. Videos can be found on YouTube (2022). 

 

I don’t get the term “white privilege.” I know lots of white people who don’t 

have two pennies to rub together. 

 

That’s because racial privilege and socioeconomic privilege are not the same 

thing. One can experience gender, religious, racial, disability, sexual orientation, class or other forms of 

discrimination. While each of these forms of discrimination negatively affect one group, they privilege another 

group. Privilege implies a lack of discrimination. 

 

The word privilege threw me off at first because I’d long associated privilege with socioeconomic status. And 

though racial privilege, which I now think of as racial advantage, can contribute to class privilege, they are 

distinct. 

 

Consider this: 

• Though white people may experience disadvantage and hardship due to class, illness, disability, sexual 

orientation, religion, native language, gender, or age, they do not also experience racial disadvantage 

and hardship. 

• A person of color who achieves upper-middle class socioeconomic status is still a person of color and 

therefore subject to the same bias and discrimination produced by racism. Being followed in stores, 

profiled by police, asked for identification, as well as receiving differential treatment in lending, 

educational, employment, and healthcare settings does not disappear with class status. 

• I can simultaneously experience ability privilege and sexual orientation discrimination. 

• A white person who is impoverished or working class can simultaneously experience racial privilege 

and class discrimination. 

• A middle-class Black or brown person can simultaneously experience class privilege and racial 

discrimination. 

 

Each form of discrimination is characterized by its own barriers, dynamics, and hardships. Each form of 

privilege you enjoy requires understanding what you do not experience firsthand. 

 

Want more resources? 

How are poor white people a crucial part of America’s racial caste system? Watch this 11-minute Race Baiting 

101 video, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lLgIIjnpZyU 

 

What policies and laws have held in place this racial caste system? Watch this four minute The Unequal 

Opportunity Race video, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBb5TgOXgNY 

 

Below is a brief description of the policies and laws referenced in the video short. 

 

Broken Treaties (ongoing) Refers to the pattern of U.S. Government treaties being signed and later broken, 

especially with regard to Native Americans. 

 

Chinese Exclusion Act (1882) “Whereas in the opinion of the Government of the United States the coming of 

Chinese laborers to this country endangers the good order of certain localities.” The act suspended Chinese 
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immigration, initially for ten years, and through a subsequent act, until 1902 and set a precedent for subsequent 

immigration limitations on ‘undesirable’ groups. 

 

Discrimination (ongoing) The practice of unfairly treating a person or group of people differently from other 

people or groups of people. 

 

Dred Scott Decision (1857) Dred Scott, born into slavery in 1799, eventually was moved by his master’s 

family to the free state of Illinois and later Wisconsin. After living in a free state for over a decade, Scott sought 

legal freedom. The case went all the way to the Supreme Court, where the decision read that because Scott was 

Black, he was not a citizen and therefore had no right to sue. The ruling both unraveled progress that had been 

made in securing African American rights in prior decades and increased the North/South political divide. 

 

Genocide (1400s – 1800s) Refers to white European settlers’ efforts to ethnically cleanse Native American 

lands through massacre, spreading of disease, disregard, relocation, separating children from families, and 

deculturalization. Approximately 90 percent of Native Americans perished in these years. Some argue that the 

genocide lasted long after the 1800s through the Indian Boarding School Movement and ongoing discriminatory 

policies and practices. 

 

Housing Segregation (ongoing) Denying minority groups equal access to property and lending. Includes 

discriminatory practices such as redlining, blockbusting, intentional misinformation, as well as steering black 

and brown customers to black and brown communities and away from white European communities. 

 

Japanese Internment (1942 – 1946) Two months following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, responding to fear that Japanese Americans might be Japanese sympathizers, ordered all 

west coast Japanese Americans to one of ten concentrations camps located in U.S. interior regions. 

Approximately 120,000 Japanese, mostly American citizens were forced to abandon their homes and property. 

Neither Italians nor Germans – both legally classified as ‘white,’ were similarly interned despite the fact that 

they also originated from Axis-power countries. 

 

Manifest Destiny (1800s) Belief by white European colonial settlers that they were destined by God to expand 

their virtuous ideology throughout the continent and ultimately throughout the world. Justified westward 

expansion, Indian Boarding Schools, and the Mexican-American War. 

 

Poor Schooling (ongoing) American public education is funded by property tax. Property tax is based on 

property value. Property value, as determined by the Federal Housing Authority, has historically been based on 

building condition and racial and ethnic makeup of inhabitants. America’s highest valued neighborhoods are 

predominantly white, producing higher tax income and therefore superior schooling. Black and brown 

neighborhoods experience the reverse. Additionally, following Brown v Board of Education, Black educators 

and administrators were fired, largely eliminating Black student’s opportunity to be taught by teachers who 

understood, loved, and challenged them to reach their full potential. 
 
Racial Profiling (ongoing) As defined by the ACLU: when law enforcement and private security target people 

of color for humiliating and often frightening detentions, interrogations, and searches without evidence of 

criminal activity and based on perceived race, ethnicity, national origin or religion. 

 

School-To-Prison Pipeline (ongoing) A phrase used to describe a pattern of ‘zero tolerance’ in-school 

discipline policies that pushes students out of the classroom and into the criminal justice system. Part of a larger 

racialized mass incarceration crisis. 

 

Segregation (ongoing) the separation of different racial groups in housing, schooling, and other institutions. 
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Shortened Lifespan (ongoing) Life expectancy differs significantly based on race and education. Because race 

factors into level of education, the two often overlap. For instance, according to a 2012 Health Affairs study as 

reported by Business Insider, white men with 16 or more years of schooling can expect to live an average of 14 

years longer than black men with fewer than 12 years of education. 

 

Slavery (1619 – 1865) A system in which people are considered property, provide free labor, and work without 

rights. American slavery was legalized in 1641, allowing slave owners to own enslaved people for life, and to 

use them as a self-reproducing free labor force, veering drastically from the indentured servant model common 

in Europe. In 1865, the 13th Amendment ended legal slavery in the U.S. 

 

Standardized Tests (1965 to present) The 1965 Elementary and Secondary Education Act introduced 

standardized testing as a national requirement. The 2001 No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) reauthorized the 

1965 Act and linked student test performance to school funding. Critics argue that imposing standardized tests 

on unstandardized students who attend (by virtue of unequal housing) unstandardized schools is inherently 

unfair. Also criticized is standardized testings’ strategy of measuring narrow skill sets based on white-dominant 

cultural norms. 

 

Trail of Tears (1830s) In response to demand from white settlers wanting to grow cotton on Indian lands, 

President Jackson created and passed the 1830 Indian Removal Act. The act resulted in the eviction and 

relocation of nearly 125,000 Native Americans from their ancestral land in the Southeast to present-day 

Oklahoma. In addition to the devastation of losing their homeland and way of life, walking thousands of miles 

proved deadly. The term Trail of Tears was created by the Cherokee Nation, who lost one out of four along the 

trail. 

 

Underemployment (ongoing) Pew Research reported in 2013 that the black unemployment rate is consistently 

twice that of whites. Racial bias persists regardless of credentials and number of degrees. In studies such as a 

University of Chicago Graduate School of Business, “Are Emily and Brendan More Employable than Lakisha 

and Jamal?” results consistently show a strong preference for white applicants. 

 

Wealth Disparities (ongoing) In a 2013 ISAP report, that followed “the same households over 25 years, the 

total wealth gap between white and African-American families nearly tripled, increasing from $85,000 in 1984 

to $236,500 in 2009. The biggest drivers of the growing racial wealth gap are: years of homeownership, 

household income, and unemployment (which is much more prominent among African-American families), 

college education, inheritance, financial supports by families or friends, and preexisting family wealth. Equal 

achievements, such as income gains, yield unequal wealth rewards for whites and African Americans. 

 

Support of Christ’s Ministry 
Your continued support of Christ’s ministry at Havre de Grace United Methodist Church is appreciated. To 

continue your support of Christ's ministry through our church when you are unable to attend, there are several 

options: 

 

1) Gifts may be mailed to or dropped off at the church office via the mail slot in the 

door; 

2) Some donors find bill-pay options offered by their bank convenient, and 

3) We have an on-line donation option on our website. 

 

Thank you for your ongoing faithful and generous support. It allows us to continue seeking to serve others and 

transform lives in Jesus' name by providing spiritual care. 

 
 



 

 

The Visitor   Page 10 

An Attitude of Gratitude 
 

--O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures 

forever. 

--Psalm 136: 1 
 

Dear Fellow Disciples: 

 

In November our thoughts bend toward the national holiday of Thanksgiving. This is often a day of family 

gatherings, large meals, watching football on TV or other traditions. One family I know had a tradition of 

playing bingo on Thanksgiving. Our faith, though, reminds us to consider Thanksgiving a day of giving God 

thanks and praise for all God’s blessings.  

 

In an agrarian society celebrating a day of thanksgiving and feasting as the harvest is completed makes perfect 

sense. This is when survival for the next year or season was assured! In fact, in the Hebrew Bible are traces of 

two thanksgiving holy-days – one for the grain harvest and one for the fruit harvest. We might think of it as a 

spring harvest of winter wheat, barley and oats and a fall harvest of corn, soybeans, pumpkins, squash, apples, 

etc.  

 

We no longer live quite as close to the land and its rhythms in this way, but we are still called to the discipline 

of gratitude – even when things are not going well. There are so many things for which to be thankful. Psalm 

136 is a liturgical work designed for worship at the temple in Jerusalem. The leader states something for which 

to thank God and the people are to respond: “For his steadfast love endures forever!” This response is repeated 

26 times! The psalm walks us through different aspects of the creation of the world, the liberation of God’s 

people from slavery in Egypt and the conquering of the Promised Land to provide God’s people with a 

homeland. 

 

Interestingly, the very next psalm (Psalm 137) is a bitter lament over the destruction of Jerusalem and the nation 

of Judah, and the exile of God’s people away from that very homeland by the imperial Babylonian army. The 

Psalms really do cover the whole range of human experience and emotion!  

 

The key to our “attitude of gratitude” is not that things are going our way but that, no matter what, we know that 

God’s “steadfast love endures forever.” For, if God is for us, who or what is against us or can overcome us? 

(See Romans 8: 31-39.) 

 

The whole month of November is one of thanksgiving. We begin the month with All Saints’ Day remembering 

with gratitude those who have faithfully lived and died before us, handing on to us the faith in Christ which we 

have. It is also, maybe, a time to be thankful that these saints were not perfect, just as we are imperfect, and yet 

their lives matter.  

 

During November we celebrate Christ for All Peoples Sunday when we recall with thankfulness the missions 

“here, across the street and around the world” in which we’ve been able to engage. We also celebrate the Good 

News of Christ’s invitation to us to be partners in helping spread the gospel everywhere.  

 

Finally, during November we celebrate our Stewardship of God’s resources on Commitment Sunday. We give 

thanks for the past year’s generosity, and we look forward to plan how we may support Christ’s ministry in 

2023.  

 

Gratitude is the foundation of our generosity. We often give specifically because we are thankful for what 

we’ve been given – whether it’s an education (schools), medical care (hospitals) or redemption (churches). We 
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support Christ’s ministry because we believe it has something value-driven and life-changing to offer folk, to 

offer our community, to offer our society.  

 

The ancient psalmist was right: “The steadfast love of the Lord endures forever!” So, this November we are 

challenged to live gratefully. In truth, Jesus – who lived, died and rose for our salvation -- calls us to live 

gratefully all year long! 

 

May it be so. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Norman 

 

Spend More Time with God Today 
Used by permission from Kevin  

 

   60 SECONDS in A MINUTE 

60 MINUTES in AN HOUR 

86,400 SECONDS in A DAY 

1,440 MINUTES in A DAY 

24 HOURS in A DAY 

604,800 SECONDS in A WEEK 

100,080 MINUTES in A WEEK 

168 HOURS in A WEEK 

2,629,800 SECONDS in A MONTH 

43,830 MINUTES in A MONTH 

730.5 HOURS in A MONTH 

31,536,000 SECONDS in A YEAR 

525,600 MINUTES in A YEAR 

8,766 HOURS in A YEAR 

7 days a week 

30 or 31 days a month 

4 or 5 weeks a month 

52 weeks a year 

 

God is with us all the time. Should you spend more time with God? If you tell God how much you love Him, 

He will show how much He loves you. If we love God and hold Him near, He will bless us year to year. I’ve 

said before believe it’s true; He only wants the best for you. From day to day as life goes by thank the Lord; I’ll 

tell you why. God looks down from up above, God surrounds us with His love. It’s good to know you’re not 

alone you’ll never need a telephone. Get on your knees and pray to Him, God forgives you for your sins. Trust 

the Lord and pray to Him; He’s higher than your next of kin. Praise the Lord and don’t be grim. God will make 

real life begin. If you think you’re in command, remember life is all God’s plan. You know you have time 

anyway, “Spend More Time with God Today.”  

 

Dear Lord, thank you for our many blessings which are far too numerous to count. Please bring forth a 

manifestation of your love, goodness and Holy Spirit into our hearts. God, we praise and we love you dearly 

and repent of our sins and make you our Lord and savior. 

 

Praise and Glory Be to God poetry series. All Rights Reserved Copyright ©-2016 
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Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 
“Blessed to be a blessing…. reaching the unreached” 

“God has blessed us so that we might make his will known to all people  

that all people may praise God.”  Psalm 67:1-3  

Here, across the street, and around the world 
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Society of St. Andrew 
 

Submitted by Lynn  

 

The Society of St. Andrew was formed in 1979 as an intentional community of two families 

called to life and ministry together in Christ. It has since grown into an ecumenical, non-

profit, charitable organization dedicated to leading others into lives of Christian community 

and service. The mission of the Society of St. Andrew is to introduce people to God’s grace in 

Jesus Christ through meeting their hungers and striving to adhere to the words of 1 John 3:18: 

Let us love not only in words but in deed and in truth. Throughout the scriptures, God makes 

clear that those who have been blessed with plenty should share their abundance with those 

who do not have enough. 

 

The Society of St. Andrew salvages fresh, nutritious produce from American farms – produce 

that otherwise would be left to rot – and delivers it to agencies across the nation that serve the 

poor. The goal is to bridge the hunger gap between an estimated 96 billion pounds of food 

wasted every year in the United States and the nearly 40 million Americans who live in 

poverty. Because all food is donated, the only expense is packaging and transporting the food 

to the hungry.  
 

For a number of years our church has supported SoSA with an annual financial contribution, 

but recently we have been searching for a way to actually do some gleaning. Last winter we 

received a call to help with the harvest of crops at a farm in Cecilton. We took teams to glean 

on two days and delivered several hundred pounds of food to the Delaware Food Bank (the 

closest one). With the opening of a district office of SoSA in Salisbury, we hope to be part of 

more gleaning projects nearby or even to send a team of adults or teens for a multi-day 

mission project.  

 

For more information go to https://endhunger.org/delmarva/ to view photos of your Mission 

Team in action at Priapi Gardens in Cecilton. If you know a farmer who would like to 

participate in donating the final produce of their fields, let the Mission Team know, and we 

will organize a gleaning event and transport the food to local agencies that can distribute it. 

What a wonderful opportunity to feed the hungry as we celebrate giving thanks for the plenty 

we have received! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God is good all the time.  All the time, God is good. 
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Christian Love and Sympathy 
Our Christian love and sympathy is extended to the family and friends of: 
 

Keri Elizabeth, who died suddenly and unexpectedly September 24. The granddaughter of Noble and Dorothy, 

daughter of Mark and Jackie, sister of Chris (and his wife Renee) and related to many, she was a friend to all 

she met. Excelling at everything she tried, she lived out her faith in Christ by seeking to care for others. 
 

Asa Eugene, who died October 6 at age 25 after living with muscular dystrophy for many years. With his 

uncomplaining, positive and caring nature Asa had a wonderful way of raising up the people around him and 

offered the world a kind of special light or energy that touched others' lives. 
 

Peter Anthony, who died October 10 after a long series of illnesses with which he dealt with grace. Pete was 

known for his humility, generosity and compassion. In his work as a photo-journalist he was unfailingly kind to 

his subjects. 
 

James David ("Jimmy"), who died October 14 after a long struggle with his health. The son of Joan and the 

brother of Mark, Jim was very supportive of the endeavors of his wife, Chris, and his daughters, Natalie and 

Jamie. Jim was drawn to the call of Jesus' first disciples from fishing to "fishing for people." He was amazed at 

God's ability to forgive, and he had a heart for the poor. 

 

Polly Anne who died October 15 after a short illness and her husband, Herbert Eugene, who died with 

complications from Covid, February 20, 2021. Married over 60 years, they were former residents of St. John's 

Tower, and they placed great value on holding their family close. 
 

May God comfort all who mourn. 
 

Thank Yous 
Thank you to Paul, Tom, Lisa and Kim and Lynn and Jerry for cleaning out gutters, drains 

and window wells, digging out old plant roots, trimming bushes, hauling away trash, cleaning 

the Union Avenue sign and weeding and cleaning out the stones, etc. by the Congress Avenue 

entrance. Well done! 
 

Thanksgivings 
The National Park Service has designated a Havre de Grace Maritime Museum exhibit as a new Network to 

Freedom Site. These sites are places where the story of the Underground Railroad is documented. See the 

museum's website for more information. On a personal note, our own Juliette is the Executive Director of the 

Maritime Museum. Also, as we seek to work against racism in society, one thing we can do is educate ourselves 

more deeply about racial history in the US. This exhibit is one way to do that. 
 

God’s Newest Gift 
Lainey Jane was born to Brittany and Bobby at 12:30 a.m. September 6 weighing 6 lbs. and measuring 19.5 

inches. Ella and Charley are the proud big sisters and Kerry and Sue Ellen are the happy grandparents. May she 

grow in stature and in wisdom and in favor with God and her peers. 
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From Yesterday til Now 
Submitted by Ridge  

 

I have been looking through photograph albums recently. They have been on my shelves for so long, holding 

memories and mementos. It’s time to remember and recall, laugh and be misty-eyed. There are pictures of our 

children, solemn and well-groomed in school pictures -- one little girl with a happy smile and missing teeth. Then 

there are picnics with dad at the grill, playing touch football at the branch picnic, and the retirement dinner. How did 

the time go by so fast? There’s a son in his military uniform, another getting his AA degree at the age of 19, a 

daughter finishing her high school career with a year of college credits and our “little lamb” singing in the chorus. 

There were disappointments as well --broken hearts, unfinished plans and starting over. 

 

They are all grown up, out of school and starting families. There are pictures of grandchildren in snowsuits barely 

able to see over the drift of snow, with pink cheeks and bright eyes. There are pictures of MY parents holding MY 

children, beaming, on the page next to US holding our grandchildren. Amazingly, time has gone by so fast. There are 

shared vacations – including trips to Harpers Ferry. Our first trips to Ocean City required crossing the Bay on the 

ferry. That, in itself, was a treat! We got to see the mountains and deserts of the southwest. The White Sands of New 

Mexico really were white. And there were more struggles, that were not expected. Then, mom is a nurse! 

 

We've all gotten older, of course, and some of us are no longer here. As the oldest living member of my immediate 

family, I remember the anticipation as each cycle of our lives came by -- high school graduations, college, working, 

marrying, starting a family. Each time we moved as a family we made new friends, found a new church and planted 

a new garden. The strong love we have for each other keeps us going. We welcomed the opportunity to say hello to a 

new place and new possibilities, and sometimes we simply thanked God that we had survived. 

 

What will be the next new experience? Where are the guideposts? I read God's Word again, and God says “trust me.” 

Enjoy each new day. See the beauty of God's creation – such as a dandelion blooming in December! Share this time 

with others. I share time and home-made cookies with our Monday prayer group (sometimes chocolate chips can be 

sacramental). It is truly a “thin place.” 

 

Kids’ Corner 
Courtesy of tes.com 

 

           “I will praise God’s name in song and glorify him with thanksgiving.” 
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Grace Place Thanksgiving Donations Needed 
November is the month of Thanksgiving for what we have and to look for what is needed in our community. 

You can help restock our pantry at Grace Place with the following: 

 

Canned tuna fish (5 oz) Canned spaghetti O’s 

Canned chicken (5 oz) Canned ravioli 

Canned soups   Vienna sausage 

Fruit (4-oz cups)  Spam 

Macaroni and cheese  Baked beans 

Ramen noodles (chicken, beef or shrimp)   

Canned chili (with or without beans)   

 

Target brand diapers (sizes 1, 3, 5 and 6) 

Target brand pull-ups (size 4T-5T, boy or girl) 

Target brand wipes (scent free) 

 

PLEASE – No glass jars, outdated food, canned veggies or fresh milk or bread. 

 

Grace Place is trying to distribute food in reusable fabric bags to reduce plastic use in our community. If you 

have extra clean reusable grocery bags at your house, please consider donating them.  
 

Church Office and the Red Cupboard 
Any items we are collecting (food, reusable grocery bags, etc.) may be put in the red cupboard by the office 

door under the breezeway. We have folk willing to sort items and get them to the right place. Upper Room 

devotionals are available in the Red Cupboard for pick-up. Please call the office for Church Directories or Adult 

Sunday School books. 
 

Advent Devotionals 
Advent Devotional booklets are available in the church office and the display stand in the Narthex-Welcome 

Center. These booklets, entitled “Prepare the Way of the Lord” are provided free by the Society of St. Andrew, 

one of the missions our church supports through its Missions budget. SoSA provides food to the hungry through 

gleaning fields and obtaining good food that would otherwise be discarded for economic reasons. Advent begins 

Sunday, November 27 (Thanksgiving weekend) this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Visitor is published monthly by 

Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078 

     410-939-2464 (phone)  E-Mail:  hdgumc@verizon.net 

     443-502-2651 (fax)  Webpage:  www.hdgumc.org 

Pastor Norman, Editor 

Pam, Compositor 

Christine, Publisher 

Juliette, Webmaster 

Ashley, Facebook 

All newsletter contributions should be left in the Church Office in the box marked for The Visitor or  

e-mailed to the Church Office.   

Deadline for submission of items is the 2nd Sunday of the month by 10:30 a.m. preceding publication.   

Anything received after that date will be placed in the next month’s newsletter.   

The editors reserve the right to edit for content and space.   

We welcome your suggestions and contributions for The Visitor. 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

Have you submitted your name and date? 
If you would like your name included, please contact the church office with the date of your birthday and/or 

anniversary and your name. 
 

Birthdays            Anniversaries 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Church Trivia 
1.  The Episcopacy of The United Methodist Church consists of: 

                 A.  The Council of Bishops 

                 B.  The College of Bishops 

                 C.  The Council of Bishops and The College of Bishops                          

            

   1.   A 

                           2.   B 

                           3.   C 

                           4.   None of the above 

 

2.  There are five United Methodist Jurisdictions in the United States. 

                               True or False? 

 

November 2    November 4  

Meghan    Rick  

 

November 17    November 18 

Joseph     Sarah  

 

November 24    November 25 

Morgan    Russ  

  

 

December 2  December 5  December 6  December 7  December 9 

Debbie   Julie   Casey   Karole   Dennis  

 

December 13  December 14  December 17  December 18  December 19 

Patricia   Shelly   Jerry   Margaret   Jeff  

Doug   Meghan  

 

December 21  December 22  December 23  December 26  December 27 

Charles  Tack   Madelyn  Melinda   Katie  

Kylie      Paul   Ruth    Joyce  

            Ruth  

December 30 

Tammy  

David  

November 4 

David and Courtney  

 

November 5 

Frank and Becci  

 

November 23 

Dennis and Bonnie  
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Community Information   

GriefShare Groups 

• Mondays through January 23 from 6:30 to 8 p.m., in person. Bel Air United Methodist Church, 21 

Linwood Avenue, Bel Air. Contact: Judy to register. Cost: Free. 

 

Surviving the Holidays, one session events. 

• Friday, November 4 and Tuesday, November 8 from 7 to 9 p.m., online. Mt. Zion Baptist Church. 

Contact Sylvia. Cost: Free. 

• Saturday, November 12 from 10 to 11:30 a.m., in person. St. Matthew Lutheran Church, 1200 East 

Churchville Road, Bel Air. Contact: Church Office at 410-838-3178. Cost: Free 

 

Red Cross needs blood! Donors of all blood types, especially O and those giving platelets are urged to make an 

appointment to give now. To donate, visit https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive 

 

Feeling stressed, lonely or upset?  For mental health here are some resources: 

  *Lonely? Call 211 or visit 211MD.org 

  *Upset? Call 1-1800-985-5990 or text TalkWithUs to 66746 

  *Stressed? Text TALK to 741741 

*Emotional Health Crisis Line: 1-866-342-6892 

*Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 1-800-273-8255 

*Optum Public Crisis Line: 1-866-342-6892 

*Resources for substance abuse or suicidal thoughts: 988 

 

UM Upper Chesapeake Health has many classes and support groups meeting virtually, including car seat 

checkups. Simply go to: umms.org/uch/community/events to survey their offerings. 

 

Church Calendar 
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Prayer List 
To update the Prayer List or add a name, please contact Anita or the church office at 410-939-2464 or 

hdgumc@verizon.net. Also, please call, text or email Anita with addresses if you are willing for her to send a 

get-well card (or email the church office or bring address to worship.) Thank you! 

 

Katie  

Alyx  

Mark  

Linda  

Lois  

John  

Jerry  

Bruce  

Siran  

Dianne 

Fred  

Lowe  

Edna  

Susie  

Jack  

Shawn  

Joe  

Carl  

Helen  

Craig  

Linda  

Hunter 

Mickey  

Jane  

 

Donald 

Jordan 

Shelby 

Sue 

  

 

*All who are battling COVID-19; an end to racism, conflict in the Middle East, 

persecuted Christians and Jews, disaster victims, families dealing with suicide, first 

responders, veterans, police, all educators and students, the homeless, the people of 

Ukraine and Russia, peace between nations, inner city crime, hospital workers, folk 

with addictions. 

 

**Family and friends of Jim  

**Family and friends of Polly and Herb  

**Family and friends of Peter  

**Family and friends of Edda  

 

Trivia Answers 
Answer: C. The Council of Bishops which comprises ALL of the bishops in the UMC. The College of Bishops 

which comprises all of the bishops within a Jurisdictional Area. 

         

Answer: True. The jurisdictions in the U.S. are:  

1. North Central Jurisdiction: Dakotas, Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin, Northern Illinois, Illinois Great 

Rivers, Indiana, East and West Ohio, West Michigan, and Detroit Conferences. 

2. Northeastern Jurisdiction: New England, Upper New York, New York, East and West Pennsylvania, 

Greater New Jersey, Susquehanna, Peninsula-Delaware, and Baltimore-Washington Conferences.  

(Bermuda is included in the BWC.) 

3. South Central Jurisdiction: Great Plains, Missouri, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, 

Northwest Texas, North Texas, Central Texas, Texas, and Rio Texas Conferences. 

4. South Eastern Jurisdiction: Virginia, North Carolina, Western North Carolina, Red Bird Missionary, 

Holston, Kentucky, South Carolina, Tennessee, Memphis, Mississippi, North Alabama, Alabama- 

West Florida, Florida, North and South Georgia Conferences. 

5. Western Jurisdiction: Pacific Northwest, Yellowstone, Oregon-Idaho, California-Nevada, Rocky 

Mountain, California-Pacific, Desert Southwest, California-Pacific-Hawaii District, Guam, Saipan 

Conferences.  Alaska is included in this jurisdiction 
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Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

101 South Union Avenue 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078-3007 

 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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       [     ] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

           Please join us for worship. 

 

                     Schedule 
              8:15 AM     In-Person 

             9:45 AM     Sunday School 

           11:00 AM    In-Person and Livestream       
                       For all other program information, 

                           please phone 410-939-2464 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Bel Air, MD. 

Permit No. 2178 


