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Reservations are no longer required to 

worship at either service time. No need to 

call or email for a seat.  

Just come and worship in person. 

Indoor Worship Services 
 

Two indoor worship services are now available. 

One at 8:15 a.m. and one at 11 a.m. Livestream 

service time is 11 a.m.  

 

Following the CDC’s recommendations, since 

Harford and Cecil Counties are showing substantial 

levels of transmission, masks are now required for 

all folk (vaccinated or not) when in the buildings.  

We have a supply of masks if you forget to bring 

yours. Although this is disappointing, the Delta 

variant is creating a new surge in infections. We are 

working to keep the most vulnerable among us safe.  

 

Attendance records must continue to be maintained 

for contact tracing. 

 

Physical distancing will still continue. If additional 

space is needed, we ask worshipers to lay a jacket 

or sweater on the seat beside them.  

 

We have extra filters in the air-conditioning system 

and are not using ceiling fans. 

 

For individuals not wishing to appear in the 

Livestream service at 11 a.m. seats behind the 

projector and in the rear gallery are not in the view 

of the camera.  

 

Nursery care will not be available, but we welcome 

children of all ages in worship. 

 

Entrance to the sanctuary will be via the front doors 

on Union Avenue.  

 

Greeters will help us drop off our offerings and 

prayer requests. 
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Sermon Series –Live Streamed and In-Person 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 3 

World Communion Sunday 

We unite with Christians around the globe at the Lord’s Table 

Job 1:1, 2: 1-10; Psalm 26 

“A Good Practice” 

Faith lies as much in practice as in belief and practice instills faith. 

 

October 10 

Hebrews 4: 12-16 

“God is Not Dead” 

God is still active revealing new truths to us.  

 

October 17 

Romans 14: 1-9; Philippians 4: 1-7 

“Don’t Give Up the Ship!” 

A congregation is a fellowship of Jesus-followers; its members (Jesus’ disciples) need not have anything else in 

common. 

 

October 24 

Exodus 14: 10-16; John 6: 1-14 

“Candid Conversation about Covid” 

Faith, in the face of pandemic, is not superstition. 

 

October 31 

Stewardship Sunday; Reformation Sunday; All Hallows’ Eve 

We focus on our management of God’s generous resources. We remember Martin Luther and others who 

challenge us to ongoing reform of the church. We also remember the sensitivity of those Christians who 

evangelized the pagan British Isles. 

Psalm 24; I Chronicles 29: 6-18 

“Hallowing the Profane” 

How we shepherd our resources, both material and personal, shows the world what’s important to us. 

 

Liturgist Opportunities 
Would you like to read scripture at the 8:15 a.m. worship service? We provide the information by Friday with 

tips for pronouncing Bible names. This is another opportunity to serve Christ's ministry. To serve as a liturgist, 

contact Donna or the Church Office at (410) 939-2464. 
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Bulle Rock Community Blood Drive 
This event is being held on Friday, October 1 from 12 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Please call 1-800-733-2767 to 

schedule your life-saving donation. In about an hour, we can save three lives.               

 

United Methodist Men Meeting Updates 
The United Methodist Men’s meeting on Saturday, October 9 has changed to 8 a.m. It will be a hybrid 

meeting at Chesapeake Grill and online.  

 

The National UM Men’s Annual Meeting will be on Saturday, October 23 at 9 a.m. This is a virtual meeting 

via Zoom. Go to ummgathering.us and there are buttons for printing the Save-the-Date flyer, Zoom directions 

and an agenda. 

 

Super Stupendous Safe Six-Inch Seven Dollar 

Saturday Sub Sale 
On page 19 of this issue of The Visitor is an order form for our United Methodist Men's 

wonderful American cold cut subs. Only $7, including a bag of chips, orders are due by Sunday, October 10. 

They'll be ready for pick up from 10 a.m. to noon on Saturday, October 16 in the Social Room (please wear a 

mask when picking up). Proceeds fund ministries of our UM Men, including Scouts. This sale is contingent on 

Covid conditions so please watch for news as we get closer to October. For more information see the order form 

on page 19. 

 

Celebration of Rebuilt Pipe Organ 
We are all invited to attend a dedication concert of sacred organ music at 3 p.m. on Sunday, October 24 at St. 

Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church, 201 Mt. Royal Ave., Aberdeen. They have recently fully refurbished their 

pipe organ and their organist, Jane, has invited church musicians from Havre de Grace and Aberdeen to join her 

in offering music for this celebration. All are invited to hear this concert and stay after for a reception. 

 

Underground Railroad Exhibit at Maritime Museum 
The Maritime Museum is running an exhibit exploring the presence of the Underground Railroad as it existed in 

the greater Havre de Grace area. As United Methodist Christians aware of the lingering legacy of racial injustice 

in the U.S. stemming from the practice of enslaving Africans and their descendants, this is an opportunity to 

educate ourselves about the actions of slaveholders and abolitionists before Emancipation. It is a complicated 

history here in Maryland, especially this close to the Mason-Dixon line. Our own Juliette is the Director of the 

Maritime Museum. 
 

Job Training Funding Available 
Anyone impacted by Covid-19 can receive federally-funded help with job searching, resume writing, interview 

prep and workforce development training. To qualify, applicants must show five job ads that require or prefer 

the training they want. There is no individual or household income cap for this. If you need to re-tool or change 

careers, walk into Susquehanna Workforce Center, Swan Creek at 2021-D Pulaski Highway, Havre de Grace 

(near the large orange sign that says "Ground Floor"), call 410-272-5400. 
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School Supplies Donated to Elementary School 
Submitted by Kristin, Title I Teacher Specialist, Havre de Grace Elementary School 

 

I did not want to miss the opportunity to thank all of you on behalf of Havre de Grace Elementary for the 

generous donations you gave to our Adopt a Scholar program. Whether it was shopping for specific scholars or 

donating money for us to purchase school supplies - it has made such a difference. 

 

I wanted to pass on to you some of what your donations helped us do.   

 

• 156 of our scholars were able to start the year off with everything they needed for a successful year. 

• Our school supply closet is filled with extra supplies to help when we get new students added to our 

schools throughout the year. 

• All of our students were able to begin Day 1 feeling proud and prepared as they unpacked their bookbag 

and supplies, knowing that they had brand new folders and pencils and water bottles, and bookbags 

that were setting them up for a successful year. 

 

The students came in during Open House and got to choose their bookbag with 

supplies. Their faces were beaming as they picked out the bookbag that best fit 

their personality. Parents were coming up completely amazed by the quality of 

donations. Some of them had tears in their eyes as they shared what a challenging 

year this has been for them and that this was such a huge means of support for 

them. As a school, we were overwhelmed with all of your generosity, and I hope 

you know how much you directly helped a child or children out this year.  

 

Thank you seems inadequate for what you have done - but from the bottom of all of 

our hearts, we say thank you. 

 

With great affection and appreciation, 

Kristin  

Title I Teacher Specialist 

Havre de Grace Elementary School 
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Thoughts from our Lay Leader 
Submitted by Pat with Blessings and Peace 

 

HEAR YE! HEAR YE! IT IS TIME TO VOTE!  

   
On October 17 we will, as a congregation, vote on whether or not we will affirm our 

Reconciling Statement and become a Reconciling Congregation. The vote will be open until 

Saturday, October 30 for those who are not comfortable coming to in-person worship. There 

will be a ballot box in the Narthex/Welcome Center and/or your ballot may be dropped off or 

mailed to the office. Only full members' votes will be counted, and we ask that your ballot be 

signed. The counters will maintain confidentiality. You will find a ballot on page 18 of this 

issue. Should your household need more than one ballot, there will be downloads available 

from Pastor Norman's E-Blasts and some will be available in the church office. Those who are 

"friends" of our congregation will be able to sign a ballot and give us feedback, but it will not 

be counted as a vote.  We continue to be interested in how our fellowship is feeling. The votes will be counted after 11 

a.m. worship on October 31.  

   

A brief history of our journey. It all started when General Conference 2016 called for a Special Called General 

Conference, February 2019 to settle the matter of LGBTQIA+ acceptance and inclusion into the full life of The United 

Methodist Church. This would have included the removal of the hurtful words "The practice of homosexuality is 

incompatible with Christian teaching. Therefore, self-avowed practicing homosexuals are not to be certified as candidates, 

ordained as ministers, or appointed to serve in The United Methodist Church." (Book of Discipline, 304.3) The result of 

the Special Called General Conference was to deny these changes. The body of the conference became almost quiet 

enough to hear a pin drop. There was so much sadness and despair by those who were hopeful of a different result. John 

Wesley's first rule of three is "Do no harm." This caused so much harm to souls around the connection. In March, the 

Reconciling Ministries Network offered a training session that Pastor Norman and I attended, to learn how "To Build an 

Inclusive Church" where we as a congregation would welcome and include ALL folk into the life of our local church, 

within the bounds of The Book of Discipline. In April 2019 our Church Council affirmed us to begin the Reconciling 

Process. It was announced in worship May 2019 that we would begin the Reconciling Process because we feel every 

person is a child of God and entitled to all of Christ’s teachings, love, and grace. The Nominations Team put together our 

Reconciling Team in the late summer of 2019. The team wrote our Reconciling Statement (found on the ballot) 

and planned two programs to help open and broaden our minds and hearts. The two programs were "Homosexuality and 

the Bible" and "The Biological Aspects of Homosexuality." (These programs are on CDs if anyone would like to refresh 

their minds. Please contact Pat.) The team also visited all teams and small groups within our congregation. We offered 1:1 

talks for those who wanted them. Before we even started this process our straw poll showed a 76% in favor vote of 

becoming a Reconciling Congregation. After all of our programs the straw poll went up to 83% in favor of becoming a 

Reconciling Congregation. Throughout the pandemic we have tried to keep you "tuned in" by articles in The Visitor and 

updates during worship.  

   

I would like to refresh everyone's memory on comments and responses that were expressed on our straw polls.  

• Becoming a Reconciling Congregation does NOT mean gay marriages will be performed in our sanctuary. That 

remains against The Book of Discipline. 

• When speaking of "...welcoming into the full life and ministry of the HdGUMC...." pertains to welcoming into all 

aspects of our church life: worship, fellowship, committee membership and chairmanship. It does NOT involve 

becoming an ordained elder which remains, at this time, against The Book of Discipline. 

• Some people asked why we are making a bigger deal of this than necessary. It may seem that way because we are 

trying to be sure all or most persons in our congregation are aware that we are undergoing this Reconciling 

discernment process. Therefore, there is a lot of repetition making it seem a "bigger deal" than necessary. 

• There was some mention of our LGBTQIA+ siblings receiving "special status." If you look back through history, 

their "special status" is no different than when women were given the privilege to be ordained and become pastors 

or when the segregation of what was then the Central Conference was integrated into all the U.S. Conferences. It 

is just their time to be accepted, welcomed and included. 

• Some are concerned more folk will leave our church. Yes, they probably will and have, BUT we will probably 

gain more, along with their children, increasing our Sunday School. 
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• As for "advertising" outside our church, we will add the cross and rainbow flames to our outside signs; it will be 

on our stationary, bulletins and we will be listed in the Reconciling Ministries Network "Find a Church" page for 

those searching for a Reconciling Congregation, whether during their travels or in the neighborhood. 

• There was some concern about other options we could take. The postponed 2020 General Conference, presently 

scheduled for late summer 2022, is when, we pray, consensus will finally be obtained or the denomination 

divided. However, there is NO guarantee on how the delegates will vote. Should there be a change in The Book of 

Discipline, removing the hurtful language towards our LGBTQIA+ siblings, our congregation will be ahead of the 

"pack." We will have already discussed this issue and folk should have an idea where they would like to be--in a 

progressive or a traditional congregation. General Conference is the only body that may make changes to The 

Book of Discipline.  

• Some affirming comments were: Jesus didn't exclude anyone--why should we? We are all God's children; 100%; 

Judge not--God is the only true judge; I believe God loves us all; Absolutely, the sooner the better; Thank you! 

God bless this church for being bold and having a clear vision of what God wants for all His people and Praise 

God for such a loving congregation!. 

Your team is still available for questions, discussion, comments. Please do not hesitate to contact one of us: Keith, Al, Pat, 

Sandy, Tina, Lydia, or Pastor Norman. THANK YOU!  

   

I hope to see many of you on October 17!  

   

Blessings and Peace,  

Pat  

Lay Leader, Chair Reconciling Discernment Team  

   

This month's meditation is from "The Upper Room," September 8, 2021,  

 

“The Birdbath.” Read James 2:1-8.  Focus verse, James 2:1, ‘My brothers and sisters, when you 

show favoritism you deny the faithfulness of our Lord Jesus Christ.’ 

 

“When I was 54 years old, I moved back home with my mother and sister. During this time, I 

realized how much I loved birds. I was especially fond of robins. 

 

One day I saw crows taking over the birdbath. I chased them away because I wanted only the 

robins to enjoy it. After several tries, the crows eventually gave up. About a week later, I saw a number of crows enjoying 

the water in our neighbor’s backyard—water that was coming from an air conditioner. At that moment I felt ashamed for 

not letting them enjoy the birdbath. After all, the crows had needs just like the other birds, and they deserved to have their 

needs met. 

 

Later I wondered, ‘Is that how we treat some people?’ God respects no one person over another. If we are Christ-

followers, neither should we. I hope that this experience will help me remember to treat all people the same, no matter 

what race, religion, or nationality. We are all God’s creation and need God’s help. Likewise, God wants us to join in 

meeting the needs of all God’s people, wherever we may find them. 

 

Thought: Today I will try to see everyone as God does.” 

 

2022 Budget Requests 
 

Budget Requests for 2022 are due to Al, Finance Chair, by Friday, October 15. Being mindful of the need for 

thrift in the face of the Covid pandemic, please email Al the projected budget needs for your committee or area 

of responsibility. 
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Mighty Oaks from Little Acorns Grow 
 

The master said…, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have 

been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many 

things; enter into the joy of your master.” 

--Matthew 25: 21, 23 
 

Dear Fellow Disciples: 

 

Right now, in September, our Nominations Team is working to build a slate of leaders for 2022. Folk are 

receiving calls and prayerfully making decisions about their ability to serve. This slate will be voted into office 

at our virtual Church Conference at 6:30 p.m. on November 8 – and we will be voting on other items of 

congregational business. In October, members of our congregation will be deciding whether we are going to 

become a Reconciling Congregation that openly welcomes LGBTQ+ persons into our ministries (see the ballot 

on page 18 of this issue). There will be other decisions that our leadership will need to make this fall. Some of 

these may seem like big decisions for us or our congregation. Some may seem more routine. This is often how 

life is. Some decisions seem big at the time we make them; others seem quite small. This can be deceptive. 

Sometimes seemingly large decisions turn out to make little difference and little decisions turn out to be quite 

consequential.  

 

The Industrial Revolution unfolded, in Britain at least, from about 1760 to 1840. It involved many changes in 

people’s lives, including the increased use of steam power. This made travel easier and manufacturing faster 

and more powerful. It also meant the burning of more coal. In hindsight, it certainly was a “revolutionary” 

change but to those living through it, it probably did not seem so. Certainly, those burning coal were not aware 

that their individual actions were creating global climate change. Yet, each small decision made added up to a 

great change in human life – and changes in climate that we now face.  

 

Similarly, in life, small decisions can add up to large changes. On the day of a wedding, the scale of change is 

quite evident. A new marriage is being launched, a new family created. It is, however, the small decisions made 

over time in the years to come that keep that marriage alive and well. In a sense, we decide to stay married each 

day.  

 

Consider, too, how snowflakes – tiny, little, almost weightless things – quietly piling up over the dark hours of 

night can weigh down tree limbs and create big, beautiful drifts. Each flake seems to make no difference, but it 

really does. Together with all the other snowflakes it works a mighty change in the landscape. 

 

So it is with decisions that congregations make. Some are evidently very important. Others don’t seem so. Each 

decision made, however, that may not seem so important can, together with others, mark the future for good or 

ill, can influence the future health of the Church.   

 

Jesus, in the Parable of the Talents in the Gospel of Matthew, pictures the master praising the slaves for their 

faithfulness in handling a small amount of money, and rewarding them with the charge of larger things (see the 

verse above).  The same challenge holds for us as believers. We are called to be trustworthy in small things 

knowing that small things may pile up and lead to large consequences. For, as the 14th Century English proverb 

above says, “Mighty oaks from little acorns grow.” 

 

May we be faithful in all things large and small as we make decisions for the congregation and in life.  

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Norman 
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Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 
“Blessed to be a blessing…. reaching the unreached” 

“God has blessed us so that we might make his will known to all people  

that all people may praise God.”  Psalm 67:1-3  

Here, across the street, and around the world 
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Helping Up Mission 
Submitted by JoAnn  

 

Helping Up Mission provides hope to people experiencing homelessness, poverty or addiction 

by meeting their physical, psychological, social and spiritual needs. Their belief is that true 

life-transformation can be achieved. Everyday a miracle is witnessed there. 

 

The Helping Up Mission for men in Baltimore is also helping to provide a pathway to New 

Life for rescuing women devastated by homelessness and addiction. 

 

Planning for a Women’s Center began in 2019 as the need for a residential Spiritual Recovery 

Plan for some of the community’s most vulnerable women was realized. The life-changing 

program is modeled after the highly effective men’s program, which integrates the latest 

scientific understanding of addiction treatment with intense spiritual development. The 

women’s center, known as the Chase Street Women’s Center, is a place where vulnerable 

women are experiencing hunger, isolation and addiction. Many escape domestic violence and 

take to the streets. Women are not always safe on the streets of Baltimore after dark. The new 

center has been providing a residential Spiritual Recovery Program for the most vulnerable 

women with basic needs. The program is turning lives around and setting once-hopeless 

women on a new path to a promising future. Throughout the program, each woman is 

immersed in a culture of healing and wellness to meet physical, psychological, social and 

spiritual needs. Currently, there are 40 women at Chase Street who are offered a variety of 

additional opportunities such as a 12-step yoga program for healing and reconnecting with the 

body. Outdoor hikes help recover their identities and discover new worlds, new perspectives 

and new beginnings, as does guiding the women together in a choir named “The Voices of 

Praise.” They are taught to live in recovery, become self-sufficient, and return to their 

families and communities. 
 

Many of the men and women enrolled in Helping Up Mission’s (HUM) Spiritual Recovery 

Programs have children and families. Some of these folks come in need of overnight shelter 

and a hot meal. Others come to enter the comprehensive Spiritual Recovery Program and 

discover brand new life, free from addiction and homelessness. Because they are committed 

to a long-term residential recovery program, these parents are away from their children for an 

extended period of time. Over the years, HUM has developed a close partnership with Camp 

Wabanna in Edgewater to help instill leadership skills and value systems in the children at 

NO COST to the family. We also recruit children from our neighborhood—at-risk inner-city 

youth whose parents and caregivers want to provide them with an enriching summer camp 

experience but cannot do so because of financial restraints. 

 

This summer (2021) 70 children from the Helping Up Mission were able to attend summer 

Camp Wabanna with a focus on team building in a spiritually traditional camp experience. 

 

God is good all the time.  All the time, God is good. 
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Missions News Continued 
Some years ago, HUM Director Bob thought it was a good idea for the men of HUM to have the opportunity to 

participate in a running program. He believed that adhering to a discipline of exercise and healthy eating habits 

would help instill discipline helpful to other aspects of life. Team HUM was founded. Team HUM will be 

running in the Baltimore Running Festival on October 9. Their theme is “One Mile at a Time” in support of 

Helping Up Mission. The invitation is open to anyone who wishes to lend support. 

 

For some men and women in the program, crossing the race’s finish line is their future, and with perseverance 

and faith, other finish lines can be crossed as well. For Recovery is more a marathon than a sprint. 

 

Hebrew 12: 1-2 tells us, “Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 

pioneer and perfector of faith.”  

 

Boy Scouts of America and The United Methodist Church 
 

In the coming weeks we may be hearing about “changes in the relationship” between Boy 

Scouts of America (BSA) and The United Methodist Church (UMC). We have had a long and 

fruitful collaboration allowing us to complement each other and extend Christ’s ministry to 

young people. This has been true at the national as well as the local level.  

 

Discussion of changes in the kind of agreement existing between BSA and UMC stems from 

a BSA bankruptcy case currently in the courts. This case flows from a number of lawsuits 

across the country resulting from abuse of young people by some Scout leaders in the past.  

 

Whatever form of agreement between BSA and UMC results from these discussions and court rulings, we plan 

to remain materially supportive of Scouting here at Havre de Grace UMC – even if in a new way or through a 

new structure. We will strive to keep folk informed as we learn more through our Chartered Organization 

Representative, our Scouting Executive and our Conference and Bishop. 

 
In the meantime, we grieve with those who have been hurt in the past and pray for healing. Please also pray for 

our BSA and UMC leaders as we work out how to be in a new kind of agreement with each other to further 

Christ’s ministry.  

 

Thank Yous 
Thanks to those who came out for Church Work Day on Saturday, September 18: Jean, Susie, Tom, Jon and 

Harry. We got a lot accomplished. 

 

Church Trivia 
1.  The word Halloween means "the evening of Hallows"? 

 True or False? 
 

2.  John Wesley believed one could be a Christian on his/her own. 

  True or False? 

 

Answers on page 12 
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Grace Place Food Donations Needed 
Help restock our pantry at Grace Place with the following items:  

Canned tuna fish (5 oz) Baked beans 

Canned chicken (5 oz) Oodles of Noodles 

Canned soups   Canned spaghetti sauce 

Fruit (4-oz cups)  Canned Spaghetti O’s 

Macaroni and cheese  Peanut butter 

Ramen noodles  Jelly 

Box of spaghetti  Canned ravioli 

Canned chili   Canned meat 

Instant oatmeal 

 

Toiletry items (no razors) 

Target brand diapers (sizes 5 and 6) 

Target brand pull-ups (size 4T-5T, boy or girl) 

Target brand wipes (scent free) 

 

PLEASE – No glass jars, outdated food or fresh milk or bread. 

 

Grace Place is currently trying to distribute foods in reusable fabric bags rather than plastic. If you have extra 

clean reusable grocery bags at your house, please consider donating them to help reduce plastic use in our 

community. Our guests at Grace Place appreciate your generosity. God bless you. 

 

Grace place would appreciate the donation of scarves, hats and/or gloves (or slightly used coats and jackets). 

These may be homemade or purchased. A donation box is provided in the Narthex/Welcome Center through 

October 10 marked Grace Place 
 

Church Office and the Red Cupboard 
Any items we are collecting (food, reusable grocery bags, etc.) may be put in the red cupboard by the office 

door under the breezeway. We have folk willing to sort items and get them to the right place. Please call the 

office for Church Directories or Adult Sunday School books. Upper Room devotionals are available in the 

narthex/lobby/welcome center. 
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e-mailed to the Church Office. 

Deadline for submission of items is the 2nd Sunday of the month by 10:30 a.m. preceding publication.   

Anything received after that date will be placed in the next month’s newsletter.   
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Community Information   

GriefShare  

13 Week Cycle Groups 

• Tuesdays from 7 to 8 p.m. through December 7, Conowingo Baptist Church, 151 Rock Springs Road, 

Conowingo. Call Betty for more information. Cost: Free 

• Thursdays from 7 to 9 p.m. through December 30 at Harford Community Church, 2504 Creswell Road, Bel Air. 

Contact Debbie for more information. Cost: $15 

• Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., St. Matthew's Lutheran Church, 1200 E. 

Churchville Road. Contact the Church Office at 410-838-3178. Cost: Free 

 

Loss of Spouse, one-time groups. 

• Sunday, October 3, from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., Mountain Christian Church. Contact Patricia. Cost: $5 

 

Surviving the Holidays, one-time groups. 

• Monday, November 8 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Pleasant View Baptist Church, Port Deposit. Contact James.  

Cost: Free 

• Saturday, November 13 from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Harford Community Church, 2504 Creswell Road, Bel 

Air. Call Debbie. Cost: $5 

 

BG 5K Run/Walk: Running for Recovery 

• Saturday, October 16, at 8 a.m. The event benefits nonprofits supporting individuals and families experiencing 

homelessness and seeking treatment for addiction. Awards include cash prizes for the top male and female 

runners and medals for the top three runners in each class. All participants will be treated to a grab and go 

breakfast. Register at CharmCityRun.com. Race will take place at Harford Community College, 401 Thomas Run 

Road, Bel Air. 

 

Free Flu Shots for Harford County Seniors 

• Wednesday, October 27 from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Free flu shots available for all Harford County seniors 55 

plus at Havre de Grace Senior Center, 351 Lewis Lane. Call 410-939-5121 for information. 

 

Red Cross needs blood! Donors of all blood types, especially O and those giving platelets are urged to make an 

appointment to give now. To make an appointment to donate, visit https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive 

 

Smoking Cessation  

Free virtual classes, Tuesdays from 6 to 7 p.m. To register call 1-800-515-0044. 

  

Feeling stressed, lonely or upset?  For mental health here are some resources: 

  *Lonely? Call 211 or visit 211MD.org 

  *Upset? Call 1-1800-985-5990 or text TalkWithUs to 66746 

  *Stressed? Text TALK to 741741 

*Emotional Health Crisis Line: 1-866-342-6892 

*Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 1-800-273-8255 

*Optum Public Crisis Line: 1-866-342-6892 

 

If you know of folk who need a job, especially due to job loss from the Covid-19 Pandemic, please let them know 

Susquehanna Workforce Network offers free help finding work including job openings, job search techniques, 

interview prep, re-training, resume prep. Call 443-866-9161 in Harford County or 443-466-1309 in Cecil County. Our 

own Kim is in charge of this great program! 

 

UM Upper Chesapeake Health has many classes and support groups meeting virtually, including car seat checkups. 

Simply go to:  umms.org/uch/community/events to survey their offerings. 
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Trivia Answers 
 

True: The word Halloween (or "Hallowe'en") means "the evening of Hallows." Hallows is 

an older English way of saying "saints"----so, the Evening of Saints. 

  

But, why "the evening"? Many ancient cultures in the Mediterranean world and the Middle 

East, including Jewish cultures, understood the day as beginning with the sunset rather than 

the sunrise. This is why Genesis 1:5 says, "and it was evening, and it was morning, day 

one." Because the day began with sunset, the first worship service of a given day would be 

the evening service. 

  

Put it all together and Halloween refers to the first service of worship for All Saints Day. That day falls on 

November 1 in Western Christianity. That's why All Saints Eve (Halloween) is observed on the evening of 

October 31. 
 

False: John Wesley believed one could not be a Christian on his/her own. He said we needed to be involved in 

"social holiness." Though some often think this term is synonymous with "social justice," its meaning is quite 

different. Wesley believed one could only grow as Christians in community. In his preface to the 1739 hymnal, 

he was adamant that "the gospel of Christ knows of no religion but social, no holiness but social holiness." 

  

Source: UMC.org 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

 

Did you know…that the birthstone for October is the opal or 

tourmaline and the flower is the calendula, marigold or cosmos. 

 

Have you submitted your name and date? 
If you would like your name included, please contact the church  

office with the date of your birthday and/or anniversary and  

your name. 

 

Birthdays 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

October 1            October 8                    October 10              October 13                

Jean        Donovan         Ruth              Ian            

                                                               Pam                    Anita  

 

October 16          October 22                 October 23 

Dan                   Terri                           Ian  

                            Sammy  

November 2                                   November 4                    November 17 

Meghan                                          Rick                      Joseph  

 

November 18              November 19          November 24               November 25 

Sarah               Alice                       Morgan                         Russ  

October 9  

Rick and Melania  

 

  October 21  

  Henry and Muriel  

 

November 4 

David and Courtney 

 

 November 5 

 Frank and Becci  

 

  November 23 

  Dennis and Bonnie  
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Prayer List 
 

To update the Prayer List or add a name, please contact Anita or the church office at 410-939-2464 or 

hdgumc@verizon.net. Thank you! 

 

Josh  

Tammy  

Vern  

Janet  

Macy  

Patricia  

Ron  

Joyce  

Suzy  

Rick  

Mindy  

Cody  

Rachel  

Lois  

Rodney  

Cheryl  

Jack  

Leonard  

Debbie  

Jessica  

Tommy  

Ronnie 

Edna  

Maxine  

Alice  

Jack  

Tom  

Carrie  

Sharon  

Jimmy  

Dan  

Sharon  

Shawn  

Johnathan  

Sandy  

Carl  

Trent  

Bob  

Jane  

 

Angela 

Doug 

George 

L.J 

Mary Ann 

Sandy 

Wixie

 

*All who are battling COVID-19; an end to racism, Reconciling Team, conflict in the Middle East, persecuted 

Christians, disaster victims, families dealing with suicide, first responders, veterans, police, all educators, the 

people of Haiti and Afghanistan. 

 

Autumn Prayer 
Courtesy of Marquette.edu 
 

God of all seasons, we thank you for Autumn 

We thank you 

For the touch of coolness in the air that gives us a new burst of energy, 

For the coloring of trees that shows the creativity of the Divine Artist, 

For the falling leaves that reveal the strength of the branches, 

For the hues of fields that bring peace to our souls, 

For the smile on pumpkins that bring joy to children, 

For the fall harvest which brings us gratitude for the bounty of our land, 

For this change of season that reveals the circle of life. 

God of all seasons, as you transform the earth, transform us by your Spirit. 

 

Amen 

Rev. Doug Leonhardt, S.J. 
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Items Needed for Harford Family House 
Would you like an opportunity to help families who are homeless with children? In November, we will have a 

guest speaker from Harford Family House to speak during Christ for All Peoples Sunday. Harford Family 

House, Aberdeen, MD was established in 1989 by the nine Episcopal Churches in Harford County to shelter 

families with children experiencing homelessness. Starting with a single housing unit, they have grown to 36 

housing units and continue to expand. Harford Family House is one of the missions supported by the Havre de 

Grace United Methodist Church. They have a Wish List on Amazon.com where you can order items and have 

them delivered directly to their location in Aberdeen.  To access their Wish List, go to 

https://harfordfamilyhouse.org and click on Wish List.   

 

Items they can use are: (Bold items are an immediate need) 

 

• Floor mops (please no Dollar Tree items)* 

• Large laundry baskets* 

• Toothbrush holders* 

• Aluminum foil (please no club/bulk sizes - multipacks are ok)* 

• Plastic/Saran wrap (please no club/bulk sizes - multipacks are ok)* 

• Kitchen dish drying racks - new or gently used* 

• Swiffer wet mop pads OR reusable wet pads (preferred - see Amazon link) 

• Toilet brushes with holders 

• Small bathroom trash cans 

• Standard crib sheets 

• Body and/or hand lotion 

• Sunscreen (SPF 30 or higher) 

• Personal insect repellant/bug spray 

• Sidewalk Chalk 

• Facial moisturizers 

• Bath towels, wash cloths, and bath rugs/mats 

• Indoor brooms 

• Kitchen towels, potholders, and oven mitts 

• Kitchen trash cans with lids 

• Kitchen cutting boards - new or gently used 

• Can openers - new or gently used 

 

The Wish List often changes rapidly. Please call the HFH Office at 410-273-6700 for all Wish List inquiries 

and to schedule drop-offs.  

 

Continued Support 
Your continued support of Christ’s ministry at Havre de Grace United Methodist Church is appreciated – 

especially while we were unable to gather for worship. To continue your support of Christ's ministry through 

our church when you are unable to attend, there are several options: 

 

1) Gifts may be mailed to or dropped off at the church office via the mail slot in the door; 

2) Some donors have found bill-pay options offered by their bank convenient, and 

3) We have an on-line donation option on our website. 

 

Thank you for your ongoing faithful and generous support. It has allowed us to remain here seeking to serve 

others and transform lives in Jesus' name by providing spiritual care. 

                             

https://harfordfamilyhouse.org/
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Kids’ Corner 
Bookmarks courtesy of globalperspectives.info 
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Pumpkin Facts 
Courtesy of appleholler.com 

 

 

Tuesday, October 26 is National Pumpkin Day. Here is some information about pumpkins to keep your noggin 

sharp and your body healthy. 

 

Did you ever wonder why pumpkins are orange? They contain a pigment called “carotenoids.” During their 

growth state, pumpkins are green due to the presence of chlorophyll which is needed for the plants’ 

photosynthesis.  

 

During the late summer, nature sends a signal to the green pumpkin to ripen. As a result, the green pumpkin 

produces less and less chlorophyll, which then lets the orange color of the carotenoid begin to emerge. The end 

result is an orange pumpkin. 

 

• Because they have seeds, pumpkins are considered a fruit. The average pumpkin contains about one cup 

of seeds. 

• Pumpkins are grown all over the world. Six of the seven continents can grow pumpkins. The only 

continent where you won’t find pumpkins growing is Antarctica. 

• The largest pumpkin pie ever made was over five feet in diameter and weighed over 350 pounds. It used 

80 pounds of cooked pumpkin, 36 pounds of sugar, 12 dozen eggs and took six hours to bake. 

• In early colonial times, pumpkins were used as an ingredient for the crust of pies, not the filling. 

• Pumpkins are 90 percent water. 

• Pumpkins are low in salt and have zero cholesterol. 

• Pumpkins contain vitamin A and potassium. They are also high in fiber. 

• A number of facial and anti-wrinkle creams contain pumpkin. 

• 80 percent of the pumpkin supply in the United States is available in October. 

• The Connecticut field variety is the traditional American pumpkin. 
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Havre de Grace United Methodist Church: 
Final vote on whether to adopt the Reconciling Statement and affiliate with Reconciling Ministries 

Network 

 

RECONCILING STATEMENT 

We, the friends and members of the Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 
(HdGUMC), acknowledge that in the history of the United Methodist Church 

(UMC) people have been condemned and excluded from full participation in the 
Church based on race, nationality, culture, gender, economic status, disability, 
sexual orientation, or gender identity. While some progress has been made for 

many of these groups, condemnation of the LGBTQ+ community, or tolerance of 
such, through silence still stands. As a congregation that believes everyone is a 

child of God, we pledge ourselves to reconcile and seek to eliminate all 
intolerance by The UMC directed towards anyone, especially members of the 
LGBTQ+ community. Furthermore, we declare ourselves to be an open and 

affirming congregation, welcoming into the full life and ministry of the HdGUMC 
people of all aforementioned groups. As a reconciling congregation, we commit to 
strive to become a community of faith and spirit that works towards unconditional 

inclusion, offering safety, justice, equality, healing, and wholeness of life for all 
people. 

 

Yes, I support the adoption of the above statement and our affiliation with Reconciling 

Ministries Network (RMN is a grassroots group of United Methodist congregations and other 

ministries that seeks inclusion of people of all sexual orientations and gender identities in the 

policies and practices of the UMC) 

 

 

No, I do not support the adoption of the above statement or an affiliation with Reconciling 

Ministries Network. 

 

Please indicate whether you are a friend (nonmember) or a member of the church. While we are only 

counting members’ votes for the final count, we value all feedback. 

 

    Friend  (nonmember)    Member  

 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Please Print Full Name 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature 

Date of Vote: ________________________________________________ 

***ALL BALLOTS WILL BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL*** 
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American Coldcut 6”   

Sub Sale Fundraiser  

  

Orders need to be placed by October 10th     

(orders can be dropped off in the Church Office and placed in 
the UMM Mailbox along with money)  

  

 Pick up:    Saturday October 16th      10am to 12pm  

(Masks required for pick up)  
  

Where:   Havre de Grace United Methodist Church  

  

 Cost:   $7.00 each    (Free bag of chips included) 

  Checks made payable to: United Methodist  
 Men  

  

Purpose:    To support ministries of United Methodist   
 Men.  

      

Contingent on current Covid conditions  

Sorry, NO special orders  

(onions and hot peppers provided on the side).  
  
  

Name:_________________________________________   

Phone Number:_________________________________ 

No. of Subs:________X $7 = Amount Enclosed: _______ 



 

 

 

Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

101 South Union Avenue 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078-3007 

 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       [     ] 

 

 

 

 

       [     ] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please join us for worship. 

 

                Schedule 
            8:15 AM     In-Person, Indoors 

          11:00 AM    In-Person, Indoors and Livestream  

           9:45 AM     Sunday School 
 

For all other program information, 

please phone 410-939-2464 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Bel Air, MD. 

Permit No. 2178 


