
The Visitor Page 1 

      The Visitor 
 

          December 2021 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

We hope you will join us for 

worship and Sunday School! 

Worship Services 
Worship is 8:15 a.m. and 11 a.m. with entrance via the 

front doors on Union Avenue only. Livestream worship 

is at 11 a.m.  

 

Masks are required for all folk (vaccinated or not) when 

in the buildings as we work to keep the most vulnerable 

among us safe.  We have a supply of masks if you forget 

to bring yours. Attendance records are maintained for 

contact tracing, and we are asked to maintain physical 

distancing. 

 

For individuals not wishing to appear in the Livestream 

service at 11 a.m. seats behind the projector and in the 

rear gallery are not in the view of the camera.  

 

To help keep us safe, the air in sanctuary is filtered 

through our air-handling equipment in our continuing 

effort to privilege life and health in the face of Covid-19. 

 

Nursery care will not be available, but we welcome 

children of all ages in worship. 

 

Sunday School 
Pre-K through grade 5 meet upstairs in the education 

building each week at 9:45 a.m.  

 

Middle school meets via Zoom at 10 a.m., except for the 

first Sunday of each month when they meet in-person at 

9:45 a.m. (in Memorial Hall).  

 

Senior high students meet at 9:45 a.m. on the Congress 

Avenue side of the church to go to Concord Point 

Coffee.  

 

All children need to wear a mask.  

 

Adult Sunday School meets at 9:45 a.m. each week in 

both the Mentzer Parlor and by Zoom.

 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

2-3 
Sermon Series/Christmas Eve Reservations/Advent 

Devotionals/Longest Night Service/ Liturgist Opportunity 

4 
Praise Singer/Christmas Caroling/Sunday School 

News/Angel Tree 

5 Children of Zion/Poinsettias 

6-7  Thoughts from Our Lay Leader/Conference Events 

8        Laity Session of Annual Conference 

9 Pastor’s Message 

10 Langston Hughes Oratorical Contest/Calendar 

11 
Christian Love and Sympathy/Thanksgivings/Thank 

Yous 

12 
Baltic Methodist Theological Seminary/Continued 

Support/Church Trivia 

13 Grace Place Food Donations 

14 Vaccination and Community Information 

15 Trivia Answers/Christmas Jokes 

16  Birthdays and Anniversaries 

17 Prayer List/Advent Prayer 

18 Kids’ Corner 

19 Christmas Missions Gift Form 

 Our Mission/Vision is to 

 learn and grow in Jesus Christ to 

 serve others and transform lives 

 here, across the street and around 

 the world. 
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Advent-Christmas Sermon Series–Live Streamed and In-Person 
 

 “The Christmas Event” 

 

What does Christmas mean? What does the “Christmas Event” 

tell us about how we are to live? 
 
 

 

 

November 28 

First Sunday of Advent; United Methodist Student Day 

We celebrate United Methodist students engaged in higher education and focus on the coming of Christ long 

ago, in the future and in our present lives. 

Jeremiah 33: 14-16; Psalm 25; Luke 21: 25-36 

“Take the Long View” 

The Bible breathes hope but it takes a long view of that hope; so can we.  

 

December 5 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Celebration of Holy Communion 

Malachi 3: 1-4; Luke 1: 68-79; Luke 3: 1-6 

“Can’t Stop Talking about….” 

Folk in the Bible keep talking about God’s good news. What inspires us to talk? 

 

December 12 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Zephaniah 3: 14-20; Luke 3: 7-18 

“Love Inspires Joy” 

The Bible breathes joy because folk who were excluded are now included in the community of faith. Who is 

God challenging us to include? 

 

December 19 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Micah 5: 2-5a; Luke 1: 39-55 

“From One You Least Expect” 

The Messiah comes from the least expected corner of Judah. God can use us, too, to do great things. 

 

December 24 

Christmas Eve 

6 p.m. Family Candlelight Service 

“The Best Gift of All!” 

What’s the best Christmas gift we can remember getting? Jesus is God’s gift to us all – the sign of God’s 

infinite love! 

 

8 p.m. Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols 

“We Matter!” 

Christmas means we matter… to God! 
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December 26 

Second Day of Christmas 

Psalm 148; Luke 2: 41-52 

“He Grew Up!” 

The One born at Christmas, the Babe of Bethlehem, grew up… and that made all the difference! 

 

January 2 

Epiphany Sunday 

New Year’s Sunday 

Celebration of the Eucharist 

Ephesians 3: 1-12; Matthew 2: 1-12 

“Revealing… What?” 

“Epiphany” means revelation, but what does it reveal? That God’s love is larger than we thought! Thanks be to 

God! 

 

Make Reservations for Christmas Eve 
Knowing that our Christmas Eve worship services are very popular, and that we have limited 

safe capacity of 100 people per service, we are asking folk to make reservations. We will 

worship at 6 p.m. and 8 p.m., but if we find that we exceed the capacity for those two services 

we will add additional services. 

 

Due to the limited safe capacity, each service will include candlelight, carol-singing and 

time to share with the children. 

 

Please call or email the church office with the names of those attending with you so that we can begin building 

our required contact tracing lists. 

 

Thank you for helping us make this run smoothly. 

 

Advent Devotionals 
Advent Devotional booklets are available in the church office and the display stand in the Narthex-Welcome 

Center. These booklets, entitled "Signs of the Sacred," are provided free by Society of St. Andrew, one of the 

missions our church supports through its Missions budget. SoSA provides food to the hungry through gleaning 

fields and obtaining good food that would otherwise be discarded for economic reasons. Advent begins 

November 28 (Thanksgiving weekend) this year. 

 

Longest Night Service 
On Tuesday, December 21, at 7 p.m. Hopewell United Methodist Church is having a Longest Night Service, a 

service of Light in the midst of the darkness. Located at 3600 Level Village Road in Havre de Grace, call or text 

410-952-2792 for more information. This is a service for those who have lost loved ones or who just want a 

quieter celebration of the season. 

 

Liturgist Opportunities 
Would you like to read scripture at the 8:15 a.m. worship service? We provide the information by Friday with 

tips for pronouncing Bible names. This is another opportunity to serve Christ's ministry. To serve as a liturgist, 

contact Donna Minton at dondiemc@yahoo.com or 443-655-6968. 
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Praise Service Singer Needed 
Do you have the gift of singing? We are looking for additional singers for our Praise Service who can help us 

lead folk in praising God at 9:45 a.m. Sundays. Please contact the Church Office at 410-939-2464 

or hdgumc@verizon.net. 

 

Community Christmas Caroling 
On Sunday, December 19, we will meet around noon outside the Social Hall immediately after 11 a.m. 

worship for pizza and fellowship. Then we’ll go caroling and spreading Christmas cheer. We won’t be going 

into residences, but we will spread cheer with signs and smiles from outside. Make a large sign to bring along! 

Any questions, please call or text Michele at 443-528-6525. 

 

News From Sunday School 
Submitted by Nancy Beckley, Sunday School Superintendent 

 

We are so happy to welcome our children back to Sunday school! 

 

Our Pre-k through grade 2 and our grades 3 through 5 are enjoying in-person learning. Our youngest class has 

been learning that Jesus is our Friend. Our grades 3 through 5 class has been exploring Creation and have 

created an awesome Creation display in their classroom. Middle School continues to meet virtually, and our 

High School kids/Young Adults are meeting at the church and walking to the coffee shop for their class. Our 

adult class is both in-person and via zoom.   

 

We are being very flexible in our groupings as well. If you have a child whose class is in-person and an older 

sibling whose class is virtual, we are certainly willing to add them to our grades 3 through 5 class so that 

everyone is in one place. In-person “kiddos” need to wear a mask.   

 

With the holiday season fast approaching, we want you to be aware that we will not hold in person Sunday 

school for grades pre-k through 5 on Sunday, December 26 as many families will be traveling to visit loved 

ones. Please consult with Miss Amy or Mr. Phil for the plans for the Middle School and High School classes. 

The adult class will be notified by Shirley and Tammy about their plans. 

 

We wish you a joyous Christmas season and look forward to sharing the Christmas story with our children. 
 

Angel Tree Christmas Ministry 
The tags are up in three different places this year! Gift tags may be taken from the 

glass door to the Sanctuary under the breezeway near the Church Office, from the 

Christmas tree in the Narthex, and the Christmas tree right outside the Sanctuary doors 

on Congress Avenue side. Gifts may be placed in the collection boxes in the Narthex-

Welcome Center, unwrapped and with the gift tag attached. Items may also be 

dropped off at the Church Office (Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.). 

Additionally, gifts may be dropped off in the Church Office from 3 to 6 p.m. on 

Sunday, December 5 or the nursery (off the alleyway between the Church and 

Education Buildings) from 5 to 7 p.m. on Wednesday, December 8. (All gifts need to 

be back to the Church Office no later than December 12.)  Financial donations may be 

made by writing checks to Havre de Grace United Methodist Church and putting 

Angel Tree on the Memo line. This ministry provides gifts to families of elementary school and middle school 

students attending Havre de Grace schools. 
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Need to Find a Christmas Gift? Children of Zion Village May 

Be Just What You Want! 
Submitted by Linda Tomarchio 

Children of Zion Village will hold its Third Annual Christmas Campaign through 

Friday, December 31. 

 

It is that time of year when we struggle with the idea of buying family and friends 

that one very special gift, especially when we all have so much. This year, instead 

of buying things that your family and friends do not need, give a gift in their name 

to the Children of Zion Village where the need is great, and thankfulness is 

overflowing! This year's needs range from the everyday (education, tutoring, 

clothing, and books) to replacing furniture that is several years old and used by many children.     

 

As in previous years, we will return to you a Christmas card for each item ordered that you can give to those 

special people in your life. Every dollar given during this campaign provides for the children's needs and the 

operation of Children of Zion Village nestled by the Zambezi River in Namibia, South Africa.  

 

To view the catalog online, go to ChildrenofZionVillage.org, navigate to the top of the page and click on 2021 

Christmas Campaign. Printed catalogs will be available in the Narthex – Welcome Center. 

 

Because of you, this ministry continues to flourish by feeding and caring for over 54 children and four young 

adults pursuing higher education, and it helps feed over 150 orphans daily in Mafuta. 

 

THANK YOU! 

 

Missions Instead of Poinsettias 
Last year we didn't have live poinsettias in the sanctuary for Christmas Eve. Instead, we decorated with 

beautiful silk poinsettias. This year we will be doing the same. Knowing, however, that folk like to honor their 

loved ones at Christmas, we are offering another way to do so -- Christmas Mission Gifts. 

 

Completing a Christmas Mission Gift Form (found on page 19 of this issue of The Visitor) will allow us to 

honor or memorialize a loved one in the bulletin for the Fourth Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve. 

Poinsettias usually cost about $15, but we may choose any amount to donate. Choose one of the three missions 

below, complete the form, attach a check and place it in the Offering Box in worship or mail it to the Church 

Office. We may choose to give to one, two or all three missions, but please check only one mission per form 

(there is a spot on the form to indicate how much money we want to go to the mission checked on that form). 

 

Because we seek to share God's love "here, across the street and around the world," we can make Christmas 

Mission Gifts to: 

 

*Harford Family House -- a local effort to help folk -- especially families with children -- transition from 

homelessness to a stable, permanent home; 

*Red Bird Mission -- a United Methodist ministry in Appalachian Kentucky which provides education, medical 

and dental care, inexpensive clothing, help with home repairs, etc. for families in a remote, rugged, 

impoverished rural part of the U.S.; 

*Children of Zion Village -- an orphanage started by Mt. Zion UMC in Churchville which provides care for 

over 54 children and four young adults and helps feed 150 orphans nearby in Mafuta in the southern African 

nation of Namibia on the Zambezi River. 
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Thoughts from our Lay Leader 
Submitted by Pat Campbell with Blessings and Peace 

 
Your Reconciling Discernment Team thanks all of you who came to the presentations, 

engaged in discussion, prayed about and voted on the question of whether or not our 

church should become a Reconciling Congregation. There were 103 valid ballots 

received: 90 were affirmative, 13 against which gave us an 87 percent affirmation of 

declaring ourselves to be a welcoming and inclusive congregation for all of God's 

children. There were also six ballots from "friends" that were not counted. All six 

were affirmative. 

 

A question has been raised about whether a percentage of the total membership of the congregation (about 750) needed to 

cast a ballot in order for this to be a valid vote. According to the 2012, Book of Discipline, Paragraph 252, #6: "Quorum--

The members present and voting at any duly announced meeting shall constitute a quorum." So, a certain percentage of 

the total recorded membership does not need to cast a ballot for a vote to be valid. 

 

The BWC Annual Conference was held, virtually from October 25 to 27. I will present the business matters. Dan Rusin, 

your other Lay Delegate to Annual Conference, will present a synopsis on the Laity Session (see below). 

 

The theme of this 237th session of the BWC was "Still One, Standing, Transforming, Rising.” The overriding scripture 

was Galatians 3:23-29:  "Before faith came, we were guarded under the Law, locked up until faith that was coming would 

be revealed, so that the Law became our custodian until Christ so that we might be made righteous by faith. But now that 

faith has come, we are no longer under a custodian. You are all God's children through faith in Christ Jesus. All of you 

who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek; there is neither slave 

nor free; nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. Now if you belong to Christ, then indeed you are 

Abraham's descendants, heirs according to the promise." 

 

Items, that I feel might interest folk, that we voted upon and passed: 

 

• BWC Operating Budget of $18,145,697 was passed. Apportionments are now called Mission Shares and total 

$13,104,912 of the Conference revenue. 

• The Trustees Report included the closing of nine churches in our Conference. Corkran Memorial, Youngs, 

Solomons, Edgewater, Piney Grove, Falls Road, Zion, Shaft, and Pleasant Walk UM Churches.   

• A resolution to Declare Gun Violence a Public Health Emergency in our Conference. This resolution encourages 

all congregations in the BWC to enter into courageous conversation on the causes and effects of gun violence by 

taking steps to prevent violence. 

• A resolution to create a green BWC. Each church has been asked to address creation care through one or more of 

the following suggestions: 1. Do a study of creation care, using Climate Justice: A Call to Hope and 

Action, edited by Pat Watkins or other climate/environmental book with consultation with and input from the 

BWC Creation Care Action and Advocacy Team. 2. Support and encourage one or more members to do the 

Earthkeeper online training (https://umcmission.org/EarthKeepers.) 3. Create a Green Team that will organize to 

educate and activate their church in creation care. 

• A resolution to support The Maryland Environmental Human Rights (MDEHR) Amendment. Churches in the 

BWC are encouraged to publicize this endorsement in their bulletins, newsletters, and websites. This basically is 

asking us to endorse the right of all persons to clean air, clean water, a healthful environment, and a stable 

climate. 

• The final resolution; Endorsement of the General Conference Legislation Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace 

through Separation by the BWC. This passed by 79 percent. 

At the Service of Ordination there were 14 provisional Elders and one Deacon commissioned along with one Deacon and 

11 Elders ordained at a limited in-person Ordination Service. Presiding was Bishop Easterling. The message was given by 

The Right Rev. Marianne Edgar Budde, the Episcopal Bishop of Washington. 
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The BWC Delegates to General/Jurisdictional reported that due to the continuing delay of the 2020 General Conference 

they have had time to concentrate on becoming an anti-racist church. In 2016 the NEJ Conference voted to approve the 

"Call to Action for Racial Justice" statement. So far, 83 percent of the congregations in the BWC have signed the "We 

Rise United" commitment to becoming an anti-racist church. Information on this commitment statement can be found at 

BWCUMC.org. 

 

For further information visit:  

bwcumc.org/news-and-views/stand-transform-rise-an-overview-of-the-baltimore-washington-conference-session. 

 

As always, PLEASE feel free to contact me for any ideas, thoughts, comments you may have.  I am here for all of you, 

email: aussiluv@comcast.net; phone: 443-502-5777, please leave a message 

 

Wishing one and all a very merry and blessed Christmas! 

 

Upcoming Conference Events 
 

Seeds of Security Charity Virtual Gala 
Saturday, December 4 from 4 to 6 p.m. 
 

HTTPS://BWCUMC.ZOOM.US/WEBINAR/REGISTER/WN_O5ATZ5Y8QUQSA5OAUGPFOA 

Seeds of Security, an entity of The Baltimore-Washington Conference of The United Methodist Church, is a collaboration 

of networks and persons committed to educating, advocating, resourcing, and providing safe haven for survivors of 

Domestic Violence/Intimate Partner Violence (DV/IPV). 

 

Our vision is to be a source of healing for persons experiencing the practical, relational, and spiritual impact of intimate 

partner violence. 

 

WHAT'S LOVE GOT TO DO WITH IT? 
Join us for an evening of fun, fellowship, and education benefiting the Baltimore-Washington Conference Domestic 

Violence/Intimate Partner Violence Prevention Ministry that makes possible safe haven and housing for impacted 

individuals/families across the conference. 

 

Wave (formerly the ROCK retreat) 
Friday, January 7 to Sunday, January 9, 2022 

 

Visit waveoc.org 

 

This is a new date for the ROCK 2022 as ROCK undergoes a transformation and we 

affiliate with youth from the Peninsula-Delaware Conference. The new event will be 

called Wave.  

 

This retreat, held at the Convention Center in Ocean City, will feature speakers Heather 

Flies and Chris Singleton. There will be concerts by Tedashii and Apollo Ltd.; worship led by Urban Street 

Level and Latrice Crawford; a Christian ventriloquist, Ryan and Friends, will also perform. 

 
New this year for those attending from the BWC will be a Proclaim the Name contest. This "preaching" contest is open to 

all youth who are registered and attend. The winner will be selected by a panel of judges and will preach on Sunday 

morning right after the worship band at WAVE.  
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Laity Session of the Baltimore Washington Annual Conference 
 

I was moved by the Laity session of the BWC Annual Conference in October, 

and here are some tidbits and notes. I encourage each lay person to consider the 

challenge as Laity (aka: the regular people at ‘church.’)  “Laity” is a churchy 

word for the regular people at ‘church.’ We don’t need to wait for someone with 

certain qualifications or a title to take action. The challenge of the message was 

that we, as laity, need to rise up and revive God’s gifts. 

 

Our ‘rise up’ is not so much rising up in protest with a gloved hand, but more like ‘rise up’ off the couch. It was 

a call for us ‘regular church folk’ to ‘rise up’ and begin to get one more connection, to make one more call, to 

offer one more cup of listening tea, or a walk. 

 

The call of 2 Timothy 1 is that “God did not give us a spirit that is timid, but one that is powerful, loving, and 

self-controlled.”  

 

To me, as I listened to the conference presentation, I heard, that we need to be ‘tuned in’ to others’ needs, and 

that I need to be a little bit more outward focused, than inward. 

 

I heard “Love has a learning curve,” meaning that it takes a while to learn how to listen, learn how to act, and 

sometimes we all will drop the ball. When we are learning anything, we make mistakes, grow, learn, and 

continue, but we keep trying. Keep trying. Keep trying to connect with others in many ways, and in ways that 

work for them. 

 

As ideas, there are several other mini-messages, in the “Ministry Connections” area. Here is the link: 

 

Look for the “Annual Conference Video Playlist” 

https://www.bwcumc.org/events/2021-annual-conference/discipleship-ministries-annual-conference-video-

playlist/ 

 

The link to the full article on this lay topic, by the UMC website is:  https://www.bwcumc.org/news-and-

views/laity-called-to-rise-up-and-revive-gods-gifts/ 

 

This pandemic’s ‘shelter-in-place’ approach has caused many of us to become an inverted picture of what we 

used to be. In my ‘over-sharing’ method here: certainly, in many areas of myself, I see that in the mirror. I am 

asking myself: Have I let this pandemic turn me inside-out, looking for people to be rising up to meet my needs, 

while I should have been at the connectional events, rising up to meet others’ needs?  I have to remember that 

God is larger than the pandemic. The pandemic is not larger than God. I need to look in the mirror, learn, be 

more open, and rise up to where I fit, and can fit God’s gifts, or relearn, or revive them. 

 

Well, those are the thoughts that I was left with, I encourage you to search for the Lay Presentation. 

 

Looking Forward, 

Dan Rusin, November 2021 

 

https://www.bwcumc.org/news-and-views/laity-called-to-rise-up-and-revive-gods-gifts/ 

 

https://www.bwcumc.org/events/2021-annual-conference/discipleship-ministries-annual-conference-video-

playlist/ 
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A New Thing 
 

--I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive 

it? 

--Isaiah 43: 19a-b 

 

--And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all 

things new.” 

--Revelation 21: 5a 

 
Dear Fellow Disciples: 

 

We are entering the second December during the current Covid-19 Pandemic. We are about to experience our 

second Covid Advent and Christmas. Soon we will enter the deeper winter season and a new calendar year. So, 

in the face of that, what does our faith say to us? 

 

The verse from Isaiah above was written at a time when God’s people were about to be freed from exile to 

return to their beloved homeland. They cannot yet quite see the goodness of God that is unfolding. So, God 

speaks through the prophet to nudge them to look for God’s good work in the world.  

 

The Early Church looked to Isaiah for a framework to understand and explain their experience of God in Jesus 

of Nazareth, the Christ. For that reason, Isaiah often is quoted in Advent and the Christmas season.  

 

Revelation sometimes also is quoted during Advent. That may seem strange. After all, Revelation pictures the 

ultimate triumph of God in human affairs at the End of Time. It does so, however, with a similar tone to that of 

Isaiah. It has a similar focus on “the new thing” that God is doing.  

 

So, as Christians, it is said that we “live between the times,” i.e., between the first and second Coming of Christ. 

Our church season of Advent, especially, reflects this sense as it celebrates Christ’s Coming in the past, in the 

future and into our hearts and lives in the present. That last Coming I just listed is the most important. For if 

Christ doesn’t enter into our living the other two Comings don’t matter.  

 

So, here we stand, in the stream of time, in the midst of history, in the middle of a pandemic. We hope that this 

Covid scourge will pass speedily away, but we do not know the future – whether the pandemic will end soon, 

come roaring back in the winter after the holidays, sputter out in the spring or simply become endemic among 

humanity. Whatever it does, however, we are in a new place as a congregation, as the Church and as disciples. 

We have figured out new ways to do some old things, we are looking for new ways to do some things and we 

are looking for new things to do to share the gospel of God’s love. And God is doing a new thing. God is 

always doing a new thing within and among us. We are called, therefore, to look for the new thing that God is 

doing in the world and within us.  

 

In the meantime, may we welcome the Christ Child into the stable of our hearts, and cradle him there that God 

may transform us. May our present lives reflect the newness of God and make real to others the truth that Christ 

has come, will come and is coming into the world.   

 

Have a holy Advent and a Merry Christmas! 

 

Pastor Norman 
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Langston Hughes Youth Oratorical Contest 
The Havre de Grace Colored School Museum and Cultural Center (HCSMCC) will be holding its annual 

Langston Hughes Youth Oratorical Contest. The event will take place on Saturday, February 5, 2022 from 1 

to 3 p.m. at The Cultural Center at the Opera House, 121 N. Union Avenue in Havre de Grace.  

 

This year’s theme is “I, Too, Am America.” All participants are required to give a four-to-five-minute speech.  

 

The event is open to middle and high school students in Harford County. It is divided into two categories: 

grades 6 to 8 and grades 9 to 12.  

 

First place winners in each category receive $500, second place winners in each category receive $300 and third 

place winners in each category receive $200. The first 10 runners-up will each receive $100.  

 

Online applications are due by Saturday, January 8, 2022.  

 
The HCSMCC is excited to continue this tradition which highlights our local connection to Langston Hughes 

and honors the legacy of those that advocated for equitable access to education for African American students 

in Harford County 

 

For more information, visit https://www.hdgcoloredschool.net/langston-hughes-youth-oratorical. 

 

Church Calendar 
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Christian Love and Sympathy 
Our Christian love and sympathy is extended to the family and friends of: 

 

Betty Lou (Grant) Bulgin, who died October 29. Betty had been a loyal member of Tome UMC in Port 

Deposit before it closed. She was a very active volunteer at Calvert Manor Nursing Home. She served many and 

brought them much joy by how she approached them. She, in turn, had many friends. 

 

Jack Stoner Kauffman, Sr., who died November 7. Jack, fostered by a Mennonite pastor's family on a farm, 

overcame many challenges in life to be a caregiver for others. He served as a Little League coach, informal 

foster father, mentor to youth, caregiver for his mother and his in-laws and helper to many -- especially those 

with plumbing or home repair issues. 

 

May God comfort all who mourn. 

 

Thanksgivings 
On November 13, our Youth Fellowship filled 27 boxes with cookies to send 

to our college students. At one dozen per box (plus some to eat -- ahem!) that's 

over 324 cookies! Thanks to Lisa Altland, Wendy Fabriziani and Dean and 

Michele Cymek for supervising the baking. 
 

Commendations to Savannah Bennett on being inducted into the National 

Honor Society chapter at Perryville High School. Keep up the good work! 

 

 

Thank Yous 
Thanks to our Sexton, Dorothy Schauer, and the following hardworking folk who wrestled the sanctuary back 

into order for worship after the carpet was replaced: Paul Mauldin, Kevin Jackson, Kim Altland, Linda 

Tomarchio, Janyce Smalley, Sandy Jordan, Bill Chase, Lynn and Jerry Van Keuren, Carolyn Farmer, 

Niki Haug and Chet and Annabelle Thurlow, and Harry Allman. 

 

Special thanks to Tom Haug and his team for removing everything from the sanctuary before the carpeting job 

began. 

 

Thank you to my 8:15 a.m. liturgist volunteers. Too often an entire year goes by without showing our 

appreciation for those around us. Christmas is a wonderful time to show our gratitude and spread joy with those 

we care about. I am extremely grateful to each of you for serving as liturgist at our 8:15 a.m. service. The past 

year would not have been possible without you, Have a blessed Christmas with your family and friends. Donna 

Minton, liturgist coordinator, 8:15 a.m. service.  

 

Thanks to Tom Haug, Keith Beckley, Lewis Fillinger and Shane and Dakota Wildberger for re-arranging 

items in our attic storage closet.  

 

Thanks, also, to the following who came to clean up leaves and sticks on the grounds and on the roof: 

Tom Haug, Keith Beckley, Lewis Fillinger, Bill Chase, Bryan Hansrote, Susan Capp, Lynn and Jerry 

Van Keuren and, from Girl Scout Troop #1711, Leighla and Amiya Roper, Morgan and Jocelyn Greimel, 

and Zion Dunham. 

 

Thanks for jobs well done! 
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Thank you from the Baltic Methodist Theological Seminary 
Submitted by Nakina Haug 

 

They are one of the missions our church supports “around the world” in Estonia. 

  

Dear Friends at Havre de Grace,  

 

In this special week of thankfulness, I am thankful for you for your faithful and 

generous support of the Baltic Methodist Theological Seminary. You have helped 

make a difference in many countries from which the student body of the seminary has come. The seminary has 

survived and thrived during the Covid pandemic. They were forced to invest in equipment allowing them to do 

more online, which is a great challenge to do in three languages. It has been successful and has allowed new 

students to attend who couldn’t otherwise. It is pretty amazing. And none of this could have happened without 

people like you who believed in them and in the seminary education. We pray you will be able to continue that 

support in 2022.  

  

We would also appreciate your prayers over the next two days as the seminary staff meets with the national 

accreditation committee of the Estonian Government. It is always a challenge to have a secular government 

accredit a religious institution but so far, the seminary has succeeded. However, as the regulations change and 

the “bar rises” there is always uncertainty. So, prayers would be cherished. Thank you so much.  

  

We wish you a joyful Advent season. 

  

Continued Support 
Your continued support of Christ’s ministry at Havre de Grace United Methodist Church is appreciated – 

especially while we were unable to gather for worship. To continue your support of Christ's ministry through 

our church when you are unable to attend, there are several options: 

 

1) Gifts may be mailed to or dropped off at the church office via the mail slot in the door; 

2) Some donors have found bill-pay options offered by their bank convenient, and 

3) We have an on-line donation option on our website. 

 

Thank you for your ongoing faithful and generous support. It has allowed us to remain here seeking to serve 

others and transform lives in Jesus' name by providing spiritual care. 

 

Church Trivia 
1.  Jesus was born in Bethlehem. What does the Hebrew word "Bethlehem" mean? 

          A.  City of David 

          B.  City of Elizabeth 

          C.  House of Bread 

          D.  Little Town 

          E.  Village of Stars 

 
2.  Which historic period(s) mention fruitcake? 

          A.  Ancient Egypt 

          B.  Middle Ages 

          C.  Roman Empire 

          D.  Victorian England 

          E.  All of the above 
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Grace Place Food Donations Needed 
 

Help restock our pantry at Grace Place with the following items:  

Canned tuna fish (5 oz) Baked beans 

Canned chicken (5 oz) Oodles of Noodles 

Canned soups   Canned spaghetti sauce 

Fruit (4-oz cups)  Canned Spaghetti O’s 

Macaroni and cheese  Peanut butter 

Ramen noodles  Jelly 

Box of spaghetti  Canned ravioli 

Canned chili   Canned meat 

Instant oatmeal 

 

Toiletry items (no razors) 

Target brand diapers (sizes 5 and 6) 

Target brand pull-ups (size 4T-5T, boy or girl) 

Target brand wipes (scent free) 

 

PLEASE – No glass jars, outdated food or fresh milk or bread. 

 

Grace Place is currently trying to distribute foods in reusable fabric bags rather than plastic. If you have extra 

clean reusable grocery bags at your house, please consider donating them to help reduce plastic use in our 

community. Our guests at Grace Place appreciate your generosity. God bless you. 

 

Church Office and the Red Cupboard 
Any items we are collecting (food, reusable grocery bags, etc.) may be put in the red cupboard by the office 

door under the breezeway. We have folk willing to sort items and get them to the right place. Please call the 

office for Church Directories or Adult Sunday School books. Upper Room devotionals and Advent devotionals 

are available in the narthex/lobby/welcome center. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Visitor is published monthly by 

Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078 

     410-939-2464 (phone)  E-Mail:  hdgumc@verizon.net 

     443-502-2651 (fax)  Webpage:  www.hdgumc.org 

Norman Obenshain, Pastor/Editor 

Pam Sickenberger, Compositor 

Christine Wildberger, Publisher 

Juliette Moore, Webmaster 

Ashley Myers, Facebook 

All newsletter contributions should be left in the Church Office in the box marked for The Visitor or  

e-mailed to the Church Office or Pam Sickenberger at: psickenberger@gmail.com.   

Deadline for submission of items is the 2nd Sunday of the month by 10:30 a.m. preceding publication.   

Anything received after that date will be placed in the next month’s newsletter.   

The editors reserve the right to edit for content and space.   

We welcome your suggestions and contributions for The Visitor. 

Webmaster – juliette.m.moore@icloud.com 

Facebook – ladybirdmyers722@gmail.com 
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Vaccination Information 
 

• To find out what pharmacies in your area are providing Covid-19 booster shots, text 438829 and put in 

your zip code. A list of pharmacies will populate. Then contact the pharmacy to confirm the details, 

 

• To find out locations for the children’s Covid-19 vaccines, visit 

https://harfordcountyhealth.com/covidvaccineschildren/ 

 

• To access a copy of all your vaccination records, not just Covid 19, visit myirmobile.com. MyIR Mobile 

works in partnership with your State Health Department. It allows you to review your immunization 

history, get reminders for future immunizations and print your own official records. It is free, simple and 

secure. 

 

Community Information   

 

GriefShare Groups 

• Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m., January 4 through March 29, 2022, Bel Air Church of the Nazarene, 

2430 Conowingo Road, Bel Air. Contact: Deb Sword at 410-838-8290. Cost: $20 

• Mondays from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., January 10 through April 4, 2022. Haven Community Church, 48 

Flint Drive, North East. Contact:  Donna Whigham at 443-674-8698. Cost: Free 

 

Blood Pressure Screenings 

Free blood pressure screenings for seniors (55+), on Wednesday, December 22, at Havre de Grace Senior 

Center, 351 Lewis Lane. Call 410-939-5121 for more information. 

 
Health Link Medical Van Screenings 

The Health Link Medical Van will be at The Boulevard at Box Hill, 3491 Merchant Blvd in Abingdon from 4 to 

7 p.m. on Tuesday, December 28. FREE screenings will be available for blood pressure, sleep disorders, body 

composition analysis, diabetes and stroke. For a small fee of $10, each, cholesterol and A1C screenings can be 

performed. These are payable via cash or check. Call 800-515-0044 for more information. 

 

Red Cross needs blood! Donors of all blood types, especially O and those giving platelets are urged to make an 

appointment to give now. To make an appointment to donate, visit 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive 

 

Smoking Cessation  

Free virtual classes, Tuesdays from 6 to 7 p.m. To register call 1-800-515-0044. 

  

Feeling stressed, lonely or upset?  For mental health here are some resources: 

  *Lonely? Call 211 or visit 211MD.org 

  *Upset? Call 1-1800-985-5990 or text TalkWithUs to 66746 

  *Stressed? Text TALK to 741741 

*Emotional Health Crisis Line: 1-866-342-6892 

*Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 1-800-273-8255 

*Optum Public Crisis Line: 1-866-342-6892 

 

UM Upper Chesapeake Health has many classes and support groups meeting virtually, including car seat 

checkups. Simply go to: umms.org/uch/community/events to survey their offerings. 



 

The Visitor   Page 15 

Trivia Answers 
Answer: C. House of Bread. The name "Bethlehem" is actually two Hebrew words 

combined: "bet" which means house and "lehem" which means bread. Jesus will later refer to 

himself as the "bread of life."   

(John 6:35) 

 

Answer: E. All of the above. How fruitcake became associated with Christmas, no one knows for sure. One 

possibility is that due to its long shelf life, it could be sent as a gift to friends and relatives far from home. 

 

Source:  UMC.org 

 

Christmas Jokes 
Courtesy of Reader’s Digest, rd.com 

 

Q: What is a Christmas Tree’s favorite candy? 

A: Orna-mints 

 

Q: What do you call a cat sitting on the beach on Christmas Eve? 

A: Sandy Claws 

 

Q: What do you get when you cross a Christmas tree with an apple? 

A: A Pineapple 

 

Q: What do snowmen eat for breakfast? 

A: Snowflakes 

 

Knock, knock! 

Who’s there? 

Donut. 

Donut who? 

Donut open this present until Christmas! 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

Did you know…that the birthstone for December is the blue topaz or turquoise and the flower is holly, 

poinsettia, narcissus or orchid. 

 

Have you submitted your name and date? 
If you would like your name included, please contact the church  

office with the date of your birthday and/or anniversary and your name. 

 

Birthdays 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Anniversaries 

 
 
 
 
 

 

December 2  December 5  December 6  December 7   December 9 

Debbie Jobes              Julie Baker                  Casey Jobes                 Karole Rimel              Dennis Teefy 

 

December 13  December 14  December 17  December 18  December 19 

Patricia Canfield Shelly Jobes  Jerry Whited               Margaret Blake Jeff Blake 

Doug Wooten             Meghan Parker 

 

December 21  December 22  December 23  December 26  December 27 

Charles Gamatoria Tack Vann  Madelyn Bollman  Melinda L. Craig Katie Beckley 

Kylie Wright     Paul Mauldin  Ruth Mauldin  Joyce Blake 

            Ruth Vaughn 

December 30   

Tammy Brinkman 

David Lynch 

January 1 

Bob and Mary Jane Cheek 

January 1  January 5              January 6  January 8           January 9 

Michele Lynch            Leslie Slak                             Chet Thurlow              Mabel Culley           Pam Smart 

 

January 10  January 12                  January 17  January 22        January 23 

Maren G. Craig Brenda (Jewell ) Hewitt Dick Smalley              Judy Billings        Jenny Kelley 

   Becci Steinhilber                                                        Brian Kelley 

 

January 27  January 30  

Terri Glenn             Linda Tomarchio 

Ned Tomarchio 
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Prayer List 
 

To update the Prayer List or add a name, please contact Anita Bliesener at 443-876-3898 or 

anitab1032@yahoo.com or the church office at 410-939-2464 or hdgumc@verizon.net. Thank you! 

 

Connie Allman 

Michelle Ball 

Josh Barlow 

Tammy Barlow 

Katie Beckley 

Vern Bingham 

Janet Bingham 

Macy Britenbach 

Patricia Canfield 

Ron Canfield 

Joyce Carroll 

Elsa Clark 

Tina Cooper 

Vicky Cunningham 

Rick Daggett 

Mindy Daugherty 

Cody Dominick 

Lois Gilbert 

Cheryl Harris 

JoAnn Hayes 

Ken Hopkins 

Marco Marcello 

Jessica Miller 

Tommy Miller 

Alice Perry 

Kimberly Perry 

Jack Plowman 

Sharon Santmyer 

Emily Sheckels 

Jimmy Siewierski 

Dan Slak 

Sharon Smith 

Shawn Smith 

Pattie Stonesifer 

Johnathan Tedder 

Sandy Thackston 

Peg Trimboli 

Sandy Tulumello 

Carl Walston 

Marie Wehland 

Trent Wildman 

Bob Williams 

Jane Young 

 

Beverly 

Mary Ann 

Nelson 

Rick 

Sandy 

 

*All who are battling COVID-19; an end to racism, Reconciling Team, conflict in the Middle East, persecuted 

Christians and Jews, disaster victims, families dealing with suicide, first responders, veterans, police, all 

educators and students, the people of Haiti and Afghanistan, the homeless, mother-daughter conflict. 

 

**Family and friends of Tom Pryer 

 

Please send cards to: 

Ken Hopkins 

Sterling Care Riverside 

Room 114B 

1123 Belcamp Garth 

Belcamp, MD 21017 
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Kids’ Corner 
Courtesy of biblestoryprinatbles.com 
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Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

101 South Union Avenue 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078-3007 

 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       [     ] 

 

 

 

 

       [     ] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   Please join us for worship. 

 

                Schedule 
            8:15 AM     In-Person, Indoors 

          11:00 AM    In-Person, Indoors and Livestream  

           9:45 AM     Sunday School 
 

For all other program information, 

please phone 410-939-2464 

Non-Profit Org. 
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Bel Air, MD. 
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