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      The Visitor 
 

     September 2021 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reservations are no longer required to 

worship at either service time.  
 

No need to call or email for a seat! Just 

come and worship in person.  

 

Indoor Worship Services 
 

Two indoor worship services are now available. 

One at 8:15 a.m. and one at 11 a.m. Livestream 

service time is 11 a.m.  

 

Following the CDC’s recommendations, since 

Harford and Cecil Counties are showing substantial 

levels of transmission, masks are now required for 

all folk (vaccinated or not) when in the buildings.  

We have a supply of masks if you forget to bring 

yours. Although this is disappointing, the Delta 

variant is creating a new surge in infections. We are 

working to keep the most vulnerable among us safe.  

 

Attendance records must continue to be maintained 

for contact tracing. 

 

Physical distancing will still continue. If additional 

space is needed, we ask worshipers to lay a jacket 

or sweater on the seat beside them.  

 

We have extra filters in the air-conditioning system 

and are not using ceiling fans. 

 

For individuals not wishing to appear in the 

Livestream service at 11 a.m. seats behind the 

projector and in the rear gallery are not in the view 

of the camera.  

 

Nursery care will not be available, but we welcome 

children of all ages in worship. 

 

Entrance to the sanctuary will be via the front doors 

on Union Avenue.  

 

Greeters will help us drop off our offerings and 

prayer requests. 
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 the world. 
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Sermon Series –Live Streamed and In-Person 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 5 

Labor Sunday 

Celebration of Holy Communion 

Acts 9: 1-18; 26-28 

“Midwives of Grace” 

How can we help others birth their own re-orientation? 

 

September 12 

Christian Education Sunday 

Bible Sunday 

Proverbs 1: 20-33; James 3: 1-12 

“A Good Mind” 

 

September 19 

Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. Jim  

James 3: 13-4: 3, 7-8a; Mark 9: 30-37 

“Servant of All” 

 

September 26 

Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. Jim 

James 5: 13-20; Mark 10: 2-16 

“Renewing the Christian Home” 

 

Liturgist Opportunities 
Would you like to read scripture at the 8:15 a.m. worship service? We provide the information by Friday with 

tips for pronouncing Bible names. This is another opportunity to serve Christ's ministry. To serve as a liturgist, 

contact Donna or call the Church Office. 

 

Safe Sanctuary  
Submitted by Lisa, Education Chairperson 

 

Attention Sunday School teachers, Mission Team members, Youth Fellowship leaders or anyone who’s 

involved with children or youth in our Church Family: It’s time to complete Safe Sanctuary. Please contact 

Lisa, or the Church Office at 410-939-2464. We will either mail or email the required paperwork to you. A big 

thank you to everyone who works with our kids! 
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Sunday School Starts September 12 
Submitted by Nancy, Sunday School Superintendent 

 
Sunday, September 12 is the day we will welcome the children back to Sunday 

School. Children will go directly to their classes at 9:45 a.m. Pre-k through grade 2 

will meet with Miss Nancy, and grades 3-5 will meet with Miss Julie. Middle School 

children will meet with Miss Amy on the third floor of the church. Amy will notify 

you if there is a change. Senior high students will meet Mr. Phil on the Congress 

Avenue side of the church. We are so excited to welcome everyone back. 

 

As the virus and the mitigation strategies change almost daily, it is imperative that we have a registration form for 

each child in your family (located on page 18 of this issue). Those forms allow us to have an emergency closing text 

message system in place. This will allow us to communicate any changes quickly. The form is in the newsletter and 

will be sent via Pastor Norman’s Eblast as we draw closer to the date. Forms will also be available in the narthex. 

 

Children will need to wear a mask. We will be maintaining 3 feet of distance. Family members will be seated 

together. Hand sanitizer will be in all classrooms. Children will not be sharing writing or craft supplies. Classrooms 

will be thoroughly cleaned and sanitized. 

 

Please reach out to Nancy with any concerns. 

 

We are still in need of teacher helpers and substitutes. Looking forward to seeing everyone on September 12! 

 

Heralds of Hope Relay for Life Team 
Submitted by Janyce 

 

Greetings Heralds of Hope! 

 

Just when you were wondering what is happening this year, here is the info you have been awaiting:  

 

EVENT: Relay for Life and Bark for Life (celebrating and remembering beloved pets) are combined this year. 

DATE: Saturday, September 18 

LOCATION: Concord Point Lighthouse 

TIME: 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 

THEME: Dr. Seuss  

Our team is registered. 

 

Immediate Next Steps: 

1. Register to participate 

2. Respond to Janyce with your anticipated level of participation (in-person, financial only, help with yard 

sales, etc.)  

3. Visit the event website at www.RelayForLife.org/HarfordMD 

 

Let’s have some fun and do good! Note that pandemic precautions will be in place at all events. 

 

Heralds of Hope is also sponsoring a Yard Sale at the church, 101 S. Union Ave (Corner of Union and Congress) on 

Saturday, September 11 (in conjunction with Havre de Grace City-wide Yard sale.) Please help support us by 1) 

renting a space (you provide the table/chair) 2) donating items for our sale 3) stopping by to SHOP, SHOP, SHOP 

and 4) spreading the word. Retail vendors and crafters welcome. All support is appreciated. Contact Janyce for 

additional info. 
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Animal Blessing and Pet Expo 
The 10th Animal Blessing and Pet Expo will be held at Concord Point Park on Sunday, 

September 12 from 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Blessing of the Animals Service will be at 

1:00 p.m. with individual animal blessings at the conclusion of the short service. This is 

also National Pet Memorial Day, and we will recognize our loved pets who are no 

longer with us. We will also have pet-oriented vendors, free face painting/children’s 

craft table, and a K-9 demonstration at 2:30 p.m. A donation will be collected in the 

narthex at the end of each service on September 12; all donations will be divided 

between the non-profit vendors who participate in the event. We will also be collecting 

dog/cat food and/or linens for the Humane Society. Call Tammy if you have any questions. 

 

Bakeless Bake Sale 
Submitted by Lisa  

 

 

A bit of news we have today…. 

A BAKELESS BAKE SALE is on the way. 

In these busy, COVID days, who wants to bake 

Pie or cookies or even a cake. 

 

You’d be surprised if you counted the cost, 

Of ingredients, heat and the time you’ve lost. 

Baking for sales is extra work. 

Yet nobody really wants to shirk. 

 

So we’ve thought of a plan that’s really grand, 

And feel quite sure you’ll understand. 

In an envelope, if you’d like, please include the price… 

Of a pie or cake or anything nice. 

 

Without fuss or bother, you’ve done your part. 

We hope you’ll give with a willing heart. 

Wishing success for our BAKELESS BAKE SALE, 

This is the end of our little tale. 

 
***All proceeds go to animal charities/vendors at HdG United Methodist Church Pet Expo*** 

**Please make checks payable to Havre de Grace UM Church with Pet Expo on the memo line** 

Thank you for your continued support of this much loved event! 
 

 
 

Celebration of Rebuilt Pipe Organ 
We are all invited to attend a dedication concert of sacred organ music at 3 p.m. on Sunday, October 24 at St. 

Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church, 201 Mt. Royal Ave., Aberdeen. They have recently fully refurbished their 

pipe organ and their organist, Jane, has invited church musicians from Havre de Grace and Aberdeen to join her 

in offering music for this celebration. All are invited to hear this concert and stay after for a reception. 
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Second Sunday Hymn Sing 
Join us as we come together as a community to sing praises to the Lord! Second Sunday Hymn Sings will take 

place, on Sunday, September 12 from 5 to 6 p.m. under the tent at Frank J. Hutchins Memorial Park in town. 

This is sponsored by First Baptist Church for those who miss singing traditional hymns. 

 

Bring a chair, bring the kids and come make a joyful noise to the Lord. Participants will abide by 6 feet social 

distancing. Masks will be worn if unable to keep a 6-foot distance from one another. 

 

For weather related changes or to share requests and feedback, please visit the Facebook page “2nd Sunday 

Hymn Sing,” or contact Jeanne. 

 

Super Stupendous Safe Six-Inch Seven Dollar 

Saturday Sub Sale 
Elsewhere in this issue of The Visitor is an order form for our United Methodist Men's 

wonderful American cold cut subs. Only $7, including a bag of chips, orders are due by Sunday, October 10. 

They'll be ready for pick up from 10 a.m. to noon on Saturday, October 16 in the Social Room (please wear a 

mask when picking up). Proceeds fund ministries of our UM Men, including Scouts. This sale is contingent on 

Covid conditions so please watch for news as we get closer to October. For more information see the order form 

on page 17. 

 

Continued Support 
Your continued support of Christ’s ministry at Havre de Grace United Methodist Church is appreciated – 

especially while we were unable to gather for worship. To continue your support of Christ's ministry through 

our church when you are unable to attend, there are several options: 

 

1) Gifts may be mailed to or dropped off at the church office via the mail slot in the door; 

2) Some donors have found bill-pay options offered by their bank convenient, and 

3) We have an on-line donation option on our website. 

 

Thank you for your ongoing faithful and generous support. It has allowed us to remain here seeking to serve 

others and transform lives in Jesus' name by providing spiritual care. 
 

Church Trivia 
1. What school was founded by John Wesley in 1748? 

             A.  Bishop Road Primary School 

             B.  Drew Theological School 

             C.  Kingswood School 

  

2.  The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., graduated from which United Methodist theological school? 

          A.  Boston University School of Theology 

          B.  Duke Divinity School 

          C.  Wesley Theological Seminary 
  
Answers on page 13. 
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Thoughts from our Lay Leader 
Submitted by Pat with Blessings and Peace 

 
Hi Everyone! 

  

I pray you all had a great summer and have remained healthy. Now it's time to fall into Fall! 

  

Fall is Church Conference time. With that comes nominations for new disciples to lead and 

serve on church teams like Hospitality/Evangelism, Worship, Communications, Missions, 

Finance, and Trustees (those wonderful folk who keep our church and its grounds in tip top 

shape) just to name a few. If one team really catches your eye, please contact Pastor Norman or 

myself. The Nominations Team carefully and prayerfully tries to match folk to teams. Should 

you receive a call from a Nominations Team member, please prayerfully consider accepting. Even if you are unsure, 

accept, and consider it as a learning and growing opportunity in service to Christ. 

  

The knitting ministry is hoping to knit/crochet 100 scarves for our Emergency Winter Shelter guests this winter. If you 

enjoy knitting or crocheting, please feel free to whip up some scarves for this collection. There is a collection box in the 

Welcome Center/Narthex to place your beautiful works when you come to worship. THANK YOU! 

  

Hopefully by the time this goes to press the new carpeting in the sanctuary is being laid. Please be patient and watch your 

step when you enter the sanctuary as this process may take some time. While the carpet is being replaced, Tom, our 

Trustees Chairman, hopes to have a new projector placed so we won't be seeing the colored spots, aka Easter eggs, on the 

screen during worship. THANK YOU, TRUSTEES! 

  

In-person attendance continues to be on the low side with an average of 30 at 8:15 and 42 at 11. I pray we continue to 

increase even though we have had to remask......BUT the important thing is that we ARE connecting as a congregation 

during worship. Perhaps this hybrid type of worship will be our "new normal." 

  

This month's devotion comes from ALL GOD'S CREATURES, August 9, 2021. 

  

                                     TAKING THAT FIRST STEP   

Wait for the Lord: be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord. Psalm 27:14 

  

     Sometimes I run kicking and screaming when I'm told to do something. Other times, I jump in but feel resentful. Or I 

start out compliant but then rebel. 

     That is what our elderly dog Duke did after he was diagnosed with several eye problems by his veterinary 

ophthalmologist. At our first visit, we learned he was having eye pain---enough that his third eyelid had closed. (I didn't 

even know dogs had such a thing!) The vet prescribed multiple eye drops to be given every few hours for several weeks. 

     Duke did great at first. I think the drops eased his pain, so he stood there and let me hold open his eyelids.  But after 

the first week or so, he got tired of me messing with him. He quit complying and would stubbornly slam his eyes shut. Or 

he would jerk his head away. Eventually, he began running from me anytime I got near. Smart fellow. 

     His reaction reminds me of a child who doesn't want his teeth brushed. Or a teen who doesn't want to do her 

homework. Or an adult who dreads going to work...or who dreads putting eye drops in an uncooperative pup's eyes. 

     It also reminds me of myself, when I know God wants me to do something I don't have the time, the courage, or the 

desire to do. 

     But just as Duke's eye drops were what he needed for healing, sometimes the jobs God has for me end up being exactly 

what I need at the time. Often, I only see this in hindsight. But I won't know until I step up and try. 

  

            Walk of Faith: With courage and a willing heart, let's make that first step to do what God is calling us to do. 

Missy Tippens 

  

As always, if anyone has ANY questions, concerns, ideas, PLEASE do not hesitate to contact me. I am here for you! Pat  
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God of Time 
 
God has made everything suitable for (or beautiful in) its time; 

moreover God has put a sense of past and future into their minds, yet 

they cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end.  

--Ecclesiastes 3:11 

 
Dear Fellow Disciples: 

 

We stand – right now – at a point in the Covid pandemic where the Delta variant is wreaking havoc and many 

of the gains we had made against this disease are being erased. In the next month or two things may improve 

again, or they may grow much worse. We do not know which it will be.  

 

The ancient philosopher-preacher who gave us the Biblical book of Ecclesiastes, points out in the passage above 

that God has given us the ability to know there is a past and a future but not the gift of knowing the far past 

(though we are constantly learning more about that from our research) or, especially, what the future holds. This 

is a deep reminder of our need to be humble – especially about our plans for the future. We often read this 

passage at funerals in recognition of our inability to know the timing of death and the great mystery that is God, 

who is the Lord of Time – as God is Lord of all else.  

 

We stand – right now – at a point in time, in the stream of history. We know some of the past, but we cannot 

know the future. When the pandemic began, we convened a Re-Uniting Safely Taskforce as requested by our 

Bishop, Rev. Dr. LaTrelle. Each church, we were told, was to set its own Covid policies based on its local 

context, using the best information possible. I, as your pastor, was charged by her and our District 

Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Ann, to do all in my power to keep our congregation safe, healthy and alive. We are 

also charged – as a matter of Christian witness to God’s love -- to protect the most vulnerable among us. We 

have worked hard to do that.  

 

We have weighed a lot of information: local, county-wide and regional data about cases, deaths, transmission 

rates, positivity rates, hospitalization rates and ICU capacity; recommendations from our Conference, the State 

of Maryland and the CDC; best practices of other large local organizations that care about people’s health and 

safety; and public health directions about what to do and what equipment to have available. We have invested in 

hand sanitizer, dispensers, signs, individual Communion kits, better air filters, anti-microbial cleansers, gloves, 

masks, etc. We have set up various policies and protocols to privilege health and life over other matters.  

 

In hindsight some of our measures may now seem silly but we were following the recommendations in place at 

the time. We now know, for instance, that transmission of the disease from contaminated surfaces is not a 

serious risk. So, the removal of pew cushions and hymnals probably was unnecessary and has been reversed. 

(Please remember, however: We will need to pull all of that stuff again when it comes time to replace our carpet 

and we need to move all the pews.)  

 

We planned to return to in-person worship last fall but had to reverse that decision when we had a surge that 

continued and worsened into the winter and did not end until May and June. We just did not know the future in 

October and November. We continue to learn new things all the time about this coronavirus and this new 

learning will inform our decisions going forward. 

 

We have tried to make worship and other church programs available in novel ways that allowed us to stay safe. 

We have offered Communion outdoors at the American Legion pavilion. We have, and continue to, offer virtual 

worship. We erected a tent for outdoor worship in the early Spring. We re-added singing to worship. We 
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returned to indoor worship using masks. We eliminated masks for those who were fully vaccinated. We also 

made space available outdoors for Scouting and indoors by having the Cub Pack meet in smaller Den meetings 

in separate spaces. We made space available for 12-Step Recovery groups with distancing and disinfecting 

protocols. We have recorded singers for worship so that we are not exposing folk across disparate households. 

We have completed Confirmation Class using Zoom and celebrated it in worship in single households. We have 

celebrated Baptisms outdoors. We have offered Sunday School and Bible study via Zoom. We have offered UM 

Men’s Fellowship via MS-Teams. We have mailed out Sunday School materials and delivered Vacation Bible 

School materials. In some cases of we have offered hybrid in-person and virtual events. We have conducted 

church meetings via Zoom and, later, in-person wearing masks and remaining physically distanced. 

 

With the rise of the Delta variant and the current surge in Covid infections we have had to return to masks 

indoors. This is disappointing. It’s a step backwards in the progress we were making. Masks and vaccinations, 

and physical distancing, however, remain our best public health tools for slowing the transmission of Covid-19.  

 

Well into our second year of this pandemic this is where we are – right now: We plan to continue in-person 

worship at 8:15 and 11 a.m. with masks required. We plan to continue to offer virtual worship. We plan to 

resume in-person Sunday School in September with masks required, with a hybrid option for the Adult class 

and virtual meeting for the Middle School class. We plan to resume Scout meetings indoors with masks 

required. We have made these decisions after weighing all the available information and pondering the risks, 

benefits, desires and resources. With all humility, however, we do not know what the future holds, and we may 

have to make more adjustments going forward as we have in the past. That’s where we are – right now.  

 

In the midst of all our human uncertainty, however – including the uncertainty which surrounds death -- 

Ecclesiastes (3: 14-15) offers us this word of hope and certainty: I know that whatever God does endures 

forever; nothing can be added to it, nor anything taken from it; God has done this, that that all should stand in 

awe (wonder) before him. That which is, already has been; that which is to be, already is; and God seeks out 

what has gone by (or been driven away).  

 

What a wonderful thing it is to know that – with all that has been lost due to the pandemic and the resulting 

isolation it brought and continues to bring to many – God, the Lord of Time, seeks what has been driven away. 

Nothing is ever lost in God’s economy.  

 

That is where we are – right now – and always. Thanks be to God.  

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Norman 

 

Christian Love and Sympathy 
Our Christian love and sympathy is extended to the family and friends of William 

Stanley, who died suddenly and unexpectedly December 26, 2020 at the age of 55 

leaving behind his wife, JoAnna and his high-school-aged son, Chris. An avid 

runner and outdoorsman he wanted to protect the environment. He joined the US 

Army after the 9-11 Terrorist Attacks, was trained as a medic and deployed to Iraq 

as a medical lab technician. Later he worked as a civilian at Kirk Army Clinic at 

APG. As a believer in our Lord Jesus Christ, Will reflected God's grace by being a 

healer of others and was there for them when folk needed him. 

 

May God comfort Will's family and friends. 
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What You Need to Know About COVID-19 Variants 
 Submitted by Pat  

 

Viruses constantly change through mutation and new variants of a virus are expected to 

occur. Sometimes new variants emerge and disappear. Other times, new variants 

persist. Numerous variants of the virus that causes COVID-19 are being tracked in the U.S. 

and globally during this pandemic. 

  

TOP THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW: 

1. Variants are expected. The best way to slow the emergence of new variants is to reduce the spread of infection 

by taking measures to protect yourself including getting a COVID-19 vaccine when available. 

2. Vaccines keep you from getting sick, being hospitalized, or dying from COVID-19. 

3. All COVID-19 tests can detect all variants, but they will not tell you which variant you have. 

 

VACCINES: 

• FDA-authorized COVID-19 vaccines protect against Delta and other known variants. 

• These vaccines are effective at keeping people from getting COVID-19, getting very sick, and dying. 

• People who are vaccinated are also less likely to spread COVID-19. 

• We don't know how effective the vaccines will be against new variants that may arise. 

 

SYMPTOMS: 

• Most variants cause similar COVID-19 symptoms. 

• Some variants may cause more people to get sicker and die, for example, Alpha and Delta variants. 

 

MASKS: 

• Wearing a mask is one way to reduce the spread of Delta and other variants. 

• People who are not fully vaccinated should wear a mask indoors in public at all levels of community 

transmission. CDC recommends that people who are fully vaccinated should wear a mask indoors in areas of 

substantial or high transmission. 

• Wearing a mask is most important if you have a weakened immune system or if, because of your age or an 

underlying medical condition, you are at increased risk for severe disease, or if someone in your household has 

a weakened immune system, is at increased risk for severe disease, or is unvaccinated. If this applies to you or 

your household, you might choose to wear a mask regardless of the level of transmission in your area. 

• If you have a condition or are taking medications that weaken your immune system, you may not be fully 

protected even if you are fully vaccinated. You should continue to take all precautions recommended for 

unvaccinated people until advised otherwise by your health-care provider. 

• People who are NOT vaccinated, should continue to take steps to protect themselves. 

 

TESTING: 

• All tests work for all variants, but they will not tell you which variant you have. 

• As new variants emerge, scientists will continue to evaluate how well tests work. 

 

TYPES OF VARIANTS: 

Scientists monitor all variants but may classify certain ones as variants of interest, concern, or high consequence based on 

how easily they spread, how severe their symptoms are, and how they are treated. 

  

Some variants seem to spread more easily and quickly than other variants, which may lead to more cases of COVID-

19. An increase in the number of cases will put more strain on healthcare resources, lead to more hospitalizations, and 

potentially more deaths. 

  

VARIANTS OF CONCERN IN THE U.S. 

1. ALPHA was first identified in the United Kingdom. It spreads much faster than other variants. It may 

potentially cause more people to get sicker and to die. The currently authorized vaccines do work against this 

variant. Some breakthrough infections in fully vaccinated people are expected but remain rare. All vaccines are 
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particularly effective against severe illness, hospitalization, and death. Treatments are effective against this 

variant. 

2. BETA was first identified in South Africa. It may spread faster than other variants. Current data does not 

indicate more severe illness or death than with other variants. The currently authorized vaccines do work 

against this variant. Some breakthrough infections are expected, but remain rare. All vaccines are 

particularly effective against severe illness, hospitalization and death. Treatment with certain monoclonal 

antibody treatments are less effective against this variant. 

3. GAMMA was first identified in Japan and Brazil. It spreads faster than other variants. Current data does not 

indicate more severe illness or death than other variants. The currently authorized vaccines do work against this 

variant. Some breakthrough infections are expected, but remain rare. All vaccines are particularly effective 

against severe illness, hospitalization and death. Certain monoclonal antibody treatments are less effective 

against this variant. 

4. DELTA was first identified in India. It spreads much faster than other variants. It may cause more severe cases 

than the other variants. Infections happen in only a small proportion of people who are fully vaccinated, even 

with the Delta variant. Some breakthrough infections are expected, but remain rare. However, preliminary 

evidence suggests that fully vaccinated people who do become infected with the Delta variant can spread the 

virus to others. All vaccines are particularly effective against severe illness, hospitalization and death. Certain 

monoclonal antibody treatments are less effective against this variant. 

 

 Source: CDC, COVID-19, August 6, 2021. 

  

Grace Place Food Donations Needed 
 
Help restock our pantry at Grace Place with the following items:  

Canned tuna fish (5 oz)              Baked beans 

Canned chicken (5 oz)              Oodles of Noodles 

Canned soups   Canned spaghetti sauce 

Fruit (4-oz cups)  Canned Spaghetti O’s 

Macaroni and cheese  Peanut butter 

Ramen noodles               Jelly 

Box of spaghetti  Canned ravioli 

Canned chili   Canned meat 

Instant oatmeal 

 

Toiletry items (no razors) 

Target brand diapers (sizes 5 and 6) 

Target brand pull-ups (size 4T-5T, boy or girl) 

Target brand wipes (scent free) 

 

PLEASE – No glass jars, outdated food or fresh milk or bread. 

 

Grace Place is currently trying to distribute foods in reusable fabric bags rather than plastic. If you have extra clean 

reusable grocery bags at your house, please consider donating them to help reduce plastic use in our community. Our 

guests at Grace Place appreciate your generosity. God bless you. 

 

Grace place would also appreciate the donation of scarves, hats and/or gloves (or slightly use coats and jackets). These 

may be homemade or purchased. There will be a donation box in the Narthex/Welcome Center through October 10 

marked Grace Place 

 

Church Office and the Red Cupboard 
Any items we are collecting (food, reusable grocery bags, etc.) may be put in the red cupboard by the office door under 

the breezeway. We have folk willing to sort items and get them to the right place. The cupboard’s doors may require a 

little tug to open, but it is raccoon proof. Please call the office for Church Directories or Adult Sunday School books. 

Upper Room devotionals are available in the narthex/lobby/welcome center. 
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Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 
“Blessed to be a blessing…. reaching the unreached” 

“God has blessed us so that we might make his will known to all people  

that all people may praise God.”  Psalm 67:1-3  

Here, across the street, and around the world 
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Children of Zion Village –2021 
Submitted by Linda  

 

As many of you are aware, Children of Zion Village is a 

ministry in Namibia (Africa) near the Zambezi River 

directed by missionaries, Tau and Priscah, who are 

Zimbabweans who were orphans themselves. Upon 

completing college, they both received mission training 

from the United Methodist General Board of Global 

Missions and have served as Mission interns. Priscah and 

Tau have a heart for sharing the Lord with the children. 

Through their experiences as orphans, they are encouraging 

our Children of Zion Village to set goals and work towards becoming Christian adults. 

 

Currently, there are 58 children under their care. The youngest baby was brought to them last year at 

just a few weeks old. As you can see in the photos, there is a great range of ages with four currently 

attending university. We did have one child adopted, but most are not available for adoption because 

they have relatives living in nearby villages who are unable to care for the children. 

 
Just like our children here in the States, last year was a very difficult year for all of the children. Due 

to the Covid pandemic, they were unable to go to school on a full-time basis and an education officer 

and trained primary teacher who is a house mother did their best to help educate the children as the 

school in town was closed a majority of the school year. Therefore, many of our children have fallen 

behind in their studies. They also endured the flooding of the village and had to rent houses in town to 

shelter the children for several months until the waters receded.  

  

In addition to the full-time missionary directors (Priscah and Tau), Children of Zion Village is a place 

of employment for local Namibian folk. Children are placed with COZV when the court determines 

that there are no family members who are able to care for the child. The facilities currently include 

children’s homes (cottages), workshop, barn, missionary home, volunteer housing, staff apartments, 

and new transitional housing for our older children.   

 

At the end of July, a Mission Team of nine were finally able to go to 

Namibia to visit the children for two weeks. This was a 21-hour trip 

with 18 hours in the air and three hours traveling rough roads.    

They were scheduled to go last year, but like so many things, it had 

to be postponed until this year. While there, the team was able to 

build a playground, replace broken shelving, repair sinks, and 

interact with the children. The team was able to make tie-dyed shirts 

with them along with teaching them how to make some American 

meals. A fire pit was also built, and they were introduced to s’mores. While there, they also had a 

birthday celebration. From the photos that were sent back on a daily basis, you could tell quality time 

was spent with these children and smiles were everywhere. It was extremely hard for the team to leave 

such adorable and needy children. 

  

God is good all the time.  All the time, God is good. 



 

The Visitor   Page 12 

Our church first joined Mt. Zion as a founder of the Village, in 2003. We currently have a 

number of church members here at Havre de Grace who help to support a child or a cottage on a 

monthly basis. Envelopes are provided to place your financial contribution in our offering plate 

each month. These monies are then forwarded to Mt. Zion by our treasurer. It is felt that this 

method has the benefit of saving our supporting members the cost of postage as well as 

providing a consolidated giving statement. This method clearly shows that the Havre de Grace 

UMC is working with Mt. Zion to assure the success of the Village. 

  

Children of Zion Village is in the process of many changes. There are more orphans and 

vulnerable children being rescued all the time. Your support of these children is greatly needed 

as they are being brought up by loving Christian servants of God. Recently, a water purification 

system was installed so the children can drink clean water. There are always unexpected expenses that keep coming up: 

constant repairs, garden supplies so they can grow their own fresh vegetables and (just this past year) the purchase of a 

used van needed to transport the children to and from school. The finances are the lowest they have ever been, and these 

children really need our support. 

  

In the meantime, please continue your prayers for these children. We continue to promote God’s message to care for the 

“least of these” and to “love one another as Christ has loved us.”  Please encourage any of your friends, relatives or 

neighbors to join us in sponsoring one of the Children of Zion Village. Sponsorship will help provide the housing, food, 

Christian education and love they need to grow into healthy productive adults. $1 a day, $30 a month, $360 a year is an 

investment in the future of a precious child.    

  

I’m sure that you, too, will experience the satisfaction and joy knowing that you are helping to provide for the education -- 

religious and secular -- and for the support of these 58 orphans in Africa.  

 

You can visit the COZV website at info@childrenofzionvillage.org to see updates of this ministry. 
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Thanksgivings  

Congratulations to Edie, Senior Patrol Leader for our Scouts of America Troop #967-G, on achieving the Scout rank of 

"Life." This is the next highest rank to Eagle Scout, which is the highest rank possible! Keep up the good work, Edie! 

 

Commendations to Megan on being named Assistant Principal for Holly Hall Elementary School. May God bless her as 

she helps lead the education process for some of our younger learners. 
 

Thank Yous 
Thanks to the following people who showed up to help return the pew cushions and hymnals to our pews in the sanctuary 

and store the handbells, tables and equipment: Dakota and Christine, Debbie, Dorothy, Chet, Linda, Janyce, Tom and 

Niki, Bill and Sandy, Ned and Linda, Sandy and Pat. 
 

Dear Havre de Grace United Methodist Church, Thank you so much for choosing me as a scholarship recipient. I am so 

thankful for this opportunity! Morgan  

 

Dear Pastor Norman and Congregation, I wanted to thank you for the recognition of “the Cross and Flame” award you 

presented me at church. It is my privilege to work with the youth in our community. I may be winding down with some of 

these organizations but that doesn’t mean I am stopping. I’ve been blessed with the time and energy and will find some 

other way to give back in the future. The flowers were a lovely touch and lasted more than two weeks! Much love and 

appreciation. Terri  

 

Many thanks to all who contributed items and funding for the Adopt-A-Scholar backpack for Havre de Grace Elementary 

School. Once again, through your generous contributions, we were able to fill 10 backpacks, to include two that the 

Education Team filled. This accounted for over 16 items for a Kindergarten backpack and 18 items for the 1st Grade 

backpack…multiply that times 10 and we dealt with 170 items to pack. A special thanks to those who came in on Friday, 

August 27 to help with the packing and to Christine and Dorothy who are always there to lend a hand and support our 

church programs. Thank you also to Pastor Norman who took the backpacks to the school. They were well 

received. Cathey, Coordinator 

 

God’s Newest Gifts 
Madeleine Roberts was born July 13 in Atlanta, GA. Anita is the proud great-

grandmother. 

 

Campbell Joseph was born July 15 in Prospect, IL weighing 8 lbs, 10 oz. Jim is the proud 

great-grandfather. 

 
Keegan Alexander was born August 17 to Ashley and Brian weighing 9 lbs, 8 oz and 

measuring 20.5 inches. Declan is the proud big brother. May Keegan grow in wisdom and 

in stature and in favor with God and his peers. 

 

Trivia Answers 
 
Answer: C. Kingswood School. In 1748, John Wesley opened the school in Bristol, Bath for sons of Methodist men and 

ministers. 

 

Answer: A. Boston University School of Theology. MLK graduated from Boston University School of Theology in 1955. 

 

Source: UMC.org 
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Church History Information 
Submitted by Nakina 

 

Have you decided if you are an Indiana Jones, a Lara Croft, or a Robert Langdon type of treasure hunter?  

I haven’t decided for myself yet. So, just keep thinking about it!   

 

THANK YOU!!! for responding to a couple of the pictures previously shown in The 

Visitor.   

 

We now have a title -- “The Walk to Emmaus.”  Now we need to find out any 

historical significance for our church. Put your thinking caps on, and you may now 

remember where it was hanging before and maybe even who donated it!   

 

This is a cap worn by one of our church members when we had a softball team back in the 

– ahem - 1980’s. The team played about six or seven years. Haven’t found out the team’s 

name yet, but I’ve heard our team was THE TEAM TO BEAT. There should be more 

information coming. If you have pictures or names of the team members, just let us know! 

 

These are exciting things to learn about our church and there is still more to look at and 

find out about.  Check out these pictures and see if you can help figure these out.   

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Image 1            Image 2      Image 3 

 
This wooden rocker in Image 1 currently is sitting in the Memorial Hall. Any ideas as to who donated it? Or, 

when? Maybe even where it was before it appeared at our church?   

 
This metal sign in Image 2 with our church name cut out has me stumped. I think it must have been over a 

doorway but as to which one and when? I have no idea. Think you can help?   
 
I’m trying one more time to get some information about this hinged, wood-framed display. If you know who 

made it, where it was kept, a date for it, or some background on it, please share the details. Without information 

we may not be able to keep it.   

 

If you can supply some information about these things, please email what you know to 

hdgumchistory@gmail.com. Every little bit of information helps us preserve our Church history! Besides, it is 

always fun to learn something new.   
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Prayer List 
To update the Prayer List or add a name, please contact Anita or the church office at 410-939-2464 or 

hdgumc@verizon.net. Thank you! 

 

Pauline 

Josh  

Tammy  

Vern  

Janet  

Macy  

Kimmie  

Patricia  

Ron  

Suzy  

Rick  

Mindy  

Cody  

Rachel  

Jim  

Lois  

Cheryl  

Jack  

Paul  

Joyce  

Amy  

David  

Leonard  

Tommy  

Ronnie  

Jenny  

Edna  

Alice  

Tom  

William  

Carrie  

Sharon  

Jay  

Jimmy  

Sharon  

Shawn  

Johnathan  

Ned  

Peg  

Sandy  

Carl  

Mike  

Allisha  

Bob  

Mickey  

Jane  

 

Angela 

Karlee 

Katy 

L.J 

Mary Ann 

Michelle 

Natalie

 

*All who are battling COVID-19; an end to racism, Reconciling Team, conflict in the Middle East, persecuted Christians, 

disaster victims, families dealing with suicide, first responders, veterans, police, all educators, the people of Haiti and 

Afghanistan. 

 

Community Information  
GriefShare Opportunities 

Loss of Spouse, one session events 

• Thursday, September 2, from 10 a.m. to 12 noon and 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, 1200 

E. Churchville Road, Bel Air.  

• Sunday, October 3, from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Mountain Christian Church, 1802 Mountain Road, Joppa. 

New 13-week cycle groups 

• Thursdays, September 9 through December 9, from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  St. 

Matthew’s Lutheran Church, 1200 E. Churchville Road, Bel Air.   

 

Red Cross needs blood! To make an appointment to donate, visit https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive 
 

Feeling stressed, lonely or upset?  For mental health here are some resources: 

  *Lonely? Call 211 or visit 211MD.org 

  *Upset? Call 1-1800-985-5990 or text TalkWithUs to 66746 

  *Stressed? Text TALK to 741741 

*Emotional Health Crisis Line: 1-866-342-6892 

*Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 1-800-273-8255 

*Optum Public Crisis Line: 1-866-342-6892 
 

If you know of folk who need a job, especially due to job loss from the Covid-19 Pandemic, please let them know 

Susquehanna Workforce Network offers free help finding work including job openings, job search techniques, 

interview prep, re-training, resume prep. Call 443-866-9161 in Harford County or 443-466-1309 in Cecil County. Our 

own Kim is in charge of this great program! 
 

10 a.m.-12 p.m. at 

Concord Point Coffee House. 
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Birthdays and 

Anniversaries       
 

Birthdays  
 

September 

Annabelle ………..…………………1 

Chris ……...………………………...4 

Maxwell ……………………………7 

Walter ……..………………………..8 

Patrick …….……………………….13 

Renee ………………………………13 

Aidan ……………...……………….15 

Trudy ……...……………………….16 

Harry ……...………………………..17 

Jennifer …………………………….25 

Harry (Bob) …………..……………30 

 

October 

Jean ………...………………………1 

Donovan ………..…………………..8 

Ruth ……..…………………………10 

Pam ………………………………...10 

Ian …………………………………..13 

Anita ………...……………………...13 

Dan …...…………………………….16  

Terri ………...……………………...22 

Sammy …….……………………….22 

Ian ……….…………………………23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries  
 

September 

Jerry and Pat ……………………….4 

Len and Gail ………..……………..24 

Harry and Donna ……...…………..24 

 

October 

Rick and Melania ………………….9 

Henry and Muriel …………………21 

 

Have You Submitted Your  

Name and Date? 
If you would like your name included, please 

contact the church office with the date of your 

birthday and/or anniversary and your name.   

 

Did you know… 
The birthstone for September is the sapphire and the 

flower is the aster or morning glory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Visitor is published monthly by 

Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078 

     410-939-2464 (phone)  E-Mail:  hdgumc@verizon.net 

     443-502-2651 (fax)  Webpage:  www.hdgumc.org 

Pastor Norman Obenshain, Editor 

Pam, Compositor 

Christine, Publisher 

Juliette, Webmaster 

Ashley, Facebook 

All newsletter contributions should be left in the Church Office in the box marked for The Visitor or  

e-mailed to the Church Office.   

Deadline for submission of items is the 2nd Sunday of the month by 10:30 a.m. preceding publication.   

Anything received after that date will be placed in the next month’s newsletter.   

The editors reserve the right to edit for content and space.   

We welcome your suggestions and contributions for The Visitor. 
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American Coldcut 6”   

Sub Sale Fundraiser  

  

Orders need to be placed by October 10th     

(orders can be dropped off in the Church Office and 
placed in the UMM Mailbox along with money)  

  

 Pick up:    Saturday October 16th      10am to 12pm 
  (Masks required for pick up)  
  

Where:   Havre de Grace United Methodist Church  

  

 Cost:   $7.00 each    (Free bag of chips included) 

  Checks made payable to: United Methodist
   Men  

  

Purpose:    To support ministries of United Methodist 
   Men.  

      

Contingent on current Covid conditions  

Sorry, NO special orders  

(onions and hot peppers provided on the side).  
  
  

Name:_________________________________________   

Phone Number:_________________________________ 

No. of Subs:________X $7 = Amount Enclosed: _______ 
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                                Havre De Grace United Methodist Church  
Sunday School 2021-2022 Registration 

(Please complete one form for each child and fill out both sides) 
 
Name          Birth Date     

Address         Home phone    

          Cell phone     

Email address:              

Emergency contact and phone number:         

               

Emergency Sunday School Closing Number to receive Text:      

Grade level or class in which you are enrolling your child       

(All children must be potty trained) 

Special Needs Information of your child:  Please list any learning problems, emotional or 
physical needs and allergies to food or medication: 

               

               

  My child can walk unescorted to and from the Sunday School Classroom. 

   I will escort my child to and from the Sunday School Classroom. 

Yes   No    I grant permission for photographs showing my child involved in 
church activities to be used on church websites, newspaper articles, posters etc. that can be 
viewed by the public. 

Yes   No    I grant permission for my middle school or high School child to leave 
church property during Sunday school hours for local field trips with their class teacher. 

 

(Please complete one form for each child and fill out both sides) 

 



 

 

The Visitor   Page 19 

Are you willing to Teach, Assist or Substitute for a Sunday School Class as needed? 

 Yes   No     (Training will be provided if necessary) 

 

Child lives with (indicate names and relationship) 

Father       Name          

Mother           Name          

Guardian       Name          

Please list names, addresses and phone number where mailing and phone calls should be 
directed if different from above: 

               

Family Information: 

Parents are:   Married   Divorced   Separated     other   

Please explain other:             

Name of the Church parents belong to, if not Havre De Grace United Methodist Church. 

 Father      Mother       

 

 

 

Signature of parent or guardian:           

Date:       

 

 
 

 



 

 

Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

101 South Union Avenue 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078-3007 

 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       [     ] 

 

 

 

 

       [     ] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     Please join us for worship. 

 

                Schedule 
            8:15 AM     In-Person, Indoors 

          11:00 AM    In-Person, Indoors and Livestream  

           9:45 AM     Sunday School 
 

For all other program information, 

please phone 410-939-2464. 
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