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Stay Connected – Watch 

Sunday Worship at Home 
In keeping with health recommendations to slow the 

spread of Covid-19, we are limiting in-person 

worship to reduce exposure.   

Worship will be offered at 10 a.m. on Sundays via 

Facebook Live-streaming. You do not need 

Facebook to view it. Go to our website 

www.hdgumc.org and use the Facebook link.  If it 

asks you to join Facebook, look for the "Not Now" 

button near the bottom of the page and click it. 

Then look for the pictures of worship and click on 

one of them to see that service. 

A video of each service is also posted on YouTube, 

usually by noon the same day. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4YPADou3_

eKu49jLd2zQ3g?view_as=subscriber 

YouTube videos are closed captioned. 

 

Continued Support 
We recognize that this is not only a health and 

spiritual crisis, but is also an economic crisis for 

some.  If you are able and wish to continue your 

support of Christ's ministry through our church as 

we work through this crisis, there are several 

options: 

1) Gifts may be mailed to or dropped off at the 

church office via the mail slot in the door; 

2) Some donors have found bill-pay options offered 

by their bank convenient, and 

3) We have an on-line donation option on our 

website. 

Regardless, we will be here seeking to serve others 

and transform lives in Jesus' name by providing 

spiritual care. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE  
2 Sermon Series  

3 UMMS Vaccination Info/Citizens Crush COVID 

4-5 COVID Vaccine Comparison/Relay for Life 

6 
Thoughts from our Lay Leader/Clothing 

Drive/Scholarship Opportunity 

7 Pastor’s Message 

8 Mission News 

9 Grace Place Food Donations/New Drop Box 

10 Thank Yous/Thanksgivings/Church Trivia 

11-12 Reflections on My Baptism 

12 Kids’ Corner 

13 Community Information 

14 Prayer Requests 

15 Birthdays and Anniversaries/Trivia Answers 

All Church buildings are closed 

unless specified otherwise. 

 Our Mission/Vision is to 

 learn and grow in Jesus Christ to 

 serve others and transform lives 

 here, across the street and around 

 the world. 

 

Daylight savings time begins on 

Sunday, March 14. Don’t forget to 

turn your clocks ahead one hour  

before going to sleep Saturday night.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4YPADou3_eKu49jLd2zQ3g?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4YPADou3_eKu49jLd2zQ3g?view_as=subscriber
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Sermon Series – Live Streamed on the Internet 
 

Lenten Sermon Series: The Subversive Power of Christ. 

Radical self-sacrifice has a power to subvert forces and 

structures of injustice. Lent is the season of preparation for 

Easter and calls us to repentance, service and  

self-examination. 
 

March 7 - Third Sunday in Lent 

Girl Scout Sunday 

We celebrate the ministry of Girl Scouting among youth. 

John 2: 13-22 

“Multiplication by Subtraction” 

Sometimes our religious systems, rituals and buildings can get between folk and Jesus. God, through the Holy 

Spirit, lives in people and is always available. Do we see God in others? 

 

March 14 - Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Girl Scout Sunday 2.0 

We celebrate the ministry of Girl Scouting among children. 

UMCOR Sunday 

We celebrate the ministry of the United Methodist Committee on Relief 

Daylight Savings Time begins: Turn your clocks forward one hour before going to bed. 

John 3: 14-21 

“Lancing the Boil” 

Letting the light of God’s grace shine on the sinful parts of our lives and grimmer parts of our nation’s history 

can be painful, but it leads to true healing. 

 

March 21 - Fifth Sunday in Lent 

John 12: 20-33 

“Sacrificial Bravery” 

We wonder “Is this really worth it? Is my faith witness worth the effort and suffering?” Jesus understands our 

questions. He, too, had his Gethsemane moment, but his choice to be brave transformed human history forever! 

 

March 28 - Palm-Passion Sunday 

We recall Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem five days before he is crucified. 

Mark 11: 1-11; Philippians 2: 5-11 

“A Contrast of Kingdoms” 

Jesus allows his followers to indulge in a little hero-worship. This only heightens the stunning emotional roller-

coaster they will experience over the next seven days! We know the rest of the story: By his life, suffering, 

death and, ultimately, resurrection, Christ contrasts two kingdoms: His and the world’s. And he reveals the 

subversive, upside-down nature of his kingdom.  

 

April 2 – Good Friday Tenebrae or Service of Shadows 

*7 PM through Facebook Live 

This service allows us to walk with Jesus through his betrayal, abandonment, denial, trial, crucifixion and death. 

 

April 4 -Easter Sunrise Service 

*6:30 AM under the tent on the church lawn (following all the safety protocols necessary due to Covid-19). 

 



 

The Visitor   Page 3 

UMMS Vaccination Information 
 

Who Is Eligible to Be Vaccinated 

We are currently vaccinating people in Phases 1a, 1b and 1c. 

https://www.umms.org/uch/coronavirus/get-vaccine/phases 

 

How to Get the COVID Vaccine 

https://www.umms.org/uch/coronavirus/get-vaccine 

 

 

Steps for Requesting Vaccine At Upper Chesapeake or Harford Memorial. 

Go to: https://www.umms.org/uch 

Click on large letters:  How to Get the COVID Vaccine 

Scroll down and click:. 

 

• If you don’t have a computer or are having trouble: call Schedule First- 443-843-7000 

 

For more Information on the Vaccine, go to: 

• https://www.umms.org/coronavirus/what-to-know 

 

For Harford County Health Department 

• 410-877-1006 

• http://harfordcountyhealth.com/harfordcovidvax/ 

 

For Cecil County Health Department 

https://cecilcountyhealth.org/coronavirus/vaccination/ 

 

For Other Maryland Locations: 

Maryland COVID-19 Vaccination Sites at Retail Locations: 

• Giant Foods/Walmart Locations   

https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/pages/maryland-retail-vaccination-sites 

 

Citizens Crush COVID 
Harford ❤️’s Seniors Initiative 

 

Reaching Everybody With COVID-19 Vaccine Script 

 

The Harford County Health Department wants to reach the hardest to reach seniors in the county and make sure 

they can pre-register for COVID-19 Vaccine. Anyone over the age of 65 can pre-register, but many seniors do 

not check e-mail and some do not have family and friends in the area that can help them pre-register. As of 

January 24, there are 7,444 people over 75 out of a total of 17,000 who have pre-registered with the health 

department. We want to make sure we reach everyone who wants to be vaccinated. 

 

There are two goals of this initiative. 

A. Make it the new normal for anyone who knows someone over the age of 65 to call them and ask them if 

they have a way to get vaccinated.   

B. Especially try to reach out to seniors over 65 who might need help registering. 

 

 

 Comple te  the  Vaccine  Request  Form 
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Anybody who knows a Harford County Senior should do the following four steps: 

 

Step 1) Go through your contact list to identify your family, friends, and acquaintances over 65 

Best if you are calling people you already know or finding people they know to make the calls. 

 

Step 2) Familiarize yourself with the Pre-Registration Intake Form and FAQ. 

 

Step 3) Call each senior on your list and say: 

 

You: “Hello. How are things? I am calling to see if you are interested in getting a COVID-19 Vaccine. Are you 

pre-registered to get the COVID-19 Vaccine from the hospital, a pharmacy, or the health department? 

If YES. 

You: “That’s great.  Did you have 

any questions?” 

Most answers are in the FAQ. 

If NO. 

You: “Would you like me to help you pre-register?” 

IF NO.  You: “Let me know if there is anything I can do.” 

If YES  You: “OK. I am going to ask you the questions on the Pre-

Registration Intake Form and enter your information” 

You: “Glad we could talk today. Your health and safety mean a lot to me.  Bye.” 

 

Step 4) Tell all your friends that you did this and encourage them to do what you did for the people over 65 that 

they know. 

  

COVID Vaccine Comparisons  
Submitted by Pat    

  
Last month we learned about how vaccines work. This month I thought we could 

compare the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine with the Moderna vaccine.  (At the time of this 

writing the Johnson and Johnson vaccine has not been approved for use by the FDA.) 

  

Both do have some similarities: 

• Both require two doses of the SAME vaccine 

• They both provide protection after 2 weeks following the second dose 

• Both are 95% effective 

• Length of protection remains unknown for both; studies are continuing. 

• They both work via the mRNA technology. As you recall the mRNA contains a "code" that gives the 

cells "instructions" to make antibodies to fight against COVID-19. 

What are the differences between the two vaccines: 

• Time between doses: Pfizer, a minimum of 21 days; Moderna, a minimum of 28 days. 

• Authorized for: Pfizer, folk age 16 and up; Moderna, folk age 18 and up. 

• Storage: Pfizer, ultra-cold temperature as low as -112F requiring special freezers for storage; Moderna, 

freezing temperatures typical of a normal freezer. 

 

 

https://harfordcountyhealth.com/weeklyvaxupdate/
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Possible side effects of both vaccines: 

• Pain, swelling and/or redness at the injection site 

• Fatigue and/or feeling unwell 

• Headache 

• Joint and muscle pain 

• Chills and/or fever 

• Nausea 

• Swollen lymph nodes. 

Possible allergic reactions:   

• Difficulty breathing 

• Swelling of face and throat 

• Fast heartbeat 

• A bad rash over your body 

• Dizziness and weakness 

Severe allergic reactions have been reported as rare. Should you have a history of severe allergic reactions, 

please talk with your PCP before taking the vaccine. (There are NO egg products in these vaccines.) 

  

Please talk with your physician before taking either of these vaccines if you have any of these other conditions: 

• Have any allergies 

• Have a fever 

• Have a bleeding disorder or are on a blood thinner 

• Are immunocompromised or are taking a medication that affects your immune system 

• Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant 

• Are breastfeeding 

• Have received another COVID-19 vaccine. 

Important to note that we will not be able to choose the vaccine we receive when we finally get our 

appointments; that depends on what is available at the time. 
Source: UMMS, "COVID Vaccine Comparison,” 1/7/2021 

 

Relay for Life Team 
Submitted by Janyce  

 

Our church is participating in the American Cancer Society’s event, Relay for Life. This year’s in-person event 

is planned for Saturday, September 18, from 12 noon until 10 p.m. This is a combined event with Bark for 

Life, where dogs are the star of the show for the day. What fun! 

  

We are the Heralds of Hope – YOUR team—and we invite you to join us. Remember….you do not have to 

be available to participate in the live event on September 18 to be a productive member of the team. Please use 

the links below to join us.   

• Website: www.relayforlife.org/harfordmd 

• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/RelayForLifeOfHarfordMD/ 

  

For additional information, please contact 2021 Team Leader Janyce. 
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Thoughts from our Lay Leader 
Submitted by Pat with Blessing and Peace 

 

First, I'd like to thank ALL those who donated snacks, fruits, games, etc. to the Emergency Winter Shelter for 

January 19. We had so much that it took two full carts to haul everything into the Epicenter in Aberdeen! We 

had signed up for a day in February and March, but because of all your generosity and that from the other 

churches no further donations were needed after January 22. THANK YOU for being such a generous 

congregation! 

  

Some of you may be wondering what is happening with our Reconciling Process. It seems folk have so much on 

their minds right now with the COVID-19 pandemic, vaccination availability or lack thereof, the state of our 

country and racial justice issues, we have decided to put the process on hold.   

  

One thing this pandemic has taught us is patience. I know for me, this has been very hard. I have wanted to keep 

the Reconciling Process moving but COVID kept interfering. The Saturday, February 6 "Upper Room" 

devotion was on PATIENCE. I feel it speaks to all of us in one way or another. It states: "Being patient is a vital 

part of life. Throughout our life of faith, we may wait to see the answer to our prayers. Patience with God and 

our circumstances is one sign of a mature faith, a quality that we develop over time. 

 

In the Bible, God answered many prayers only after much time had passed. Jacob waited seven years for a wife 

and worked seven more after being cheated by his father-in-law. The Israelites waited four decades for 

deliverance. 

 

We wait for what is worth waiting for; in the process, we learn patience. May God grant us patience to wait for 

God's divine blessings.” 

  

So, we wait patiently, knowing that God will guide us to completion of our Reconciling Process in His time. 

  

Peace be with you all.  
 

American Legion Clothing Drive 
We're fundraising to enhance the lives of our military, veterans, and their families. You 

can help by cleaning out your clothes and linen closets and filling bags with GENTLY 

USED clothing (children's, men's and women's), shoes, belts, wallets, hats, mittens, 

scarves, ties, socks, purses, backpacks/bags, sheets, blankets, pillows, curtains, 

tablecloths, and bed/bath towels. Will you help us by filling bags and dropping off at the 

Legion from March 6 to 27? Thank you for helping us help our heroes! American Legion 

Post 47, 501 St John Street, Havre de Grace, MD 21078. Any questions please direct 

them to Janyce. 

 

Scholarship Available to High School Seniors 
Havre de Grace Colored School Museum and Cultural Center is also offering a scholarship to high school 

seniors planning to attend Harford Community College for four semesters to complete an AA degree or earn 

certification in a trade. This scholarship is sponsored by Drew and Lisa and the Fender Family Fund. Go to 

https://hdgcoloredschool.net/fender-family-fund-scholarship for more information and to apply. The 

application deadline is Friday, April 2. 
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The Antidote to Selfishness 
 

--Jesus said…, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and 

first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law 

and the prophets.” – Matthew 22: 37-40 
 

Dear Fellow Disciples: 

 

This March marks the one-year anniversary of closing our buildings and dealing with the COVID pandemic. It 

is easy to get tired of all the precautions we must take to prevent the spread of infection, especially with the 

promise of the current vaccines. Those safeguards, however, have served to keep us safe and our congregation 

has been able to stay alive and mostly healthy.  

 

This year in the month of March we are also deep into Lent, the season of penitence and preparation for Easter. 

And that leads me to wonder if Jesus tired of the trudge to the cross that awaited him. There are places in the 

Gospels that suggest he did, sometimes. Jesus, however, did not stop, give up or turn aside from his mission and 

because of his self-sacrifice gained for us redemption! 

 

When asked what the greatest commandment of God is, Jesus looked to two verses from the Hebrew scriptures 

seen in the passage quoted above. We are called to love our neighbors, but Jesus forever fuses this with our love 

for God. It is by loving others that we show our love for God.  

 

The precautions we take to combat the spread of Covid-19 are sacrifices we make for the love our neighbor.  

Many of them don’t protect us but only those around us. They are gifts we give – the gift of health and life.  

 

Human beings are naturally self-centered. We’re born that way. Anyone exposed to children for any length of 

time has seen this. We work hard to raise children who are capable of waiting, restraint, taking turns, being 

polite, asking rather than demanding, thinking of others, and so on. Adults, however, struggle with the same 

selfish feelings, temptations and tendencies.  

 

What is the antidote to our natural selfishness? Perhaps, it is to practice self-sacrifice. That is what Lent calls us 

to do – whether by “giving up” something or taking on a new spiritual practice. By our own effort, however, we 

cannot be fully successful in overcoming our weaknesses. Ultimately, the antidote to our self-centeredness, our 

sin, is through God in Jesus Christ. It is only by God’s grace at the Cross that we are freed from the infection of 

sin. 

 

March will end with Holy Week, as we celebrate Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem, remember his Last 

Supper with his friends, recall his death for us on Good Friday and enter into the joyous season of Easter. What 

a celebration that will be! 

 

In the meantime, this March, may we love our neighbors -- by being safe and getting vaccinated when we can -- 

in order to show our love for God, and may we celebrate that we have, by the grace of God, survived a year of 

COVID! 

 

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Norman 
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Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 
“Blessed to be a blessing….reaching the unreached” 

“God has blessed us so that we might make his will known to all people  

that all people may praise God”  Psalm 67:1-3  

Here, across the street, and around the world 

M
IS

S
IO

N
S

 N
E

W
S

 

The National Association for the Advancement of Colored 

People (NAACP) in Harford County, Maryland 
 

Submitted by JoAnn,, Missions Team 

Our United Methodist Church has chosen to build an alliance with the Harford County Branch of 

the NAACP to ensure a just and equal society. 

 

The Harford County Branch of NAACP was founded in the 1920s by Frank Ridgely. During 

WWII the branch ceased activity, but memberships continued. 

 

The Harford branch was revived in August 1954 with the support of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence 

Mitchell, Jr. at a meeting that was held at Asbury Methodist Church. More than 100 years old, 

the NAACP persists in its mission for equal rights for all. Membership is open to any person in 

accordance with the principles and policies of the NAACP.  

 

Through membership support, the cause of civil rights and political liberties struggle continues 

to bring about change. Through the leadership of the NAACP Harford County Branch president, 

the Reverend Dr. John R., a few recent achievements include: 

 

• Curtailment of voter suppression 

• Health disparities such as obesity and HIV 

• Efforts to end racial profiling by law enforcement 

• Providing financial education to help prevent discrimination 

 

The branch includes a Youth Chapter, first begun in 1960, became inactive, and was reactivated 

to charter in 2011. Alisha leads the chapter as Youth Council President. 

 

The Mission Statement of the NAACP follows: The mission of the NAACP is to ensure the 

political, educational, social and economic equality of rights of all persons and to eliminate racial 

hatred and racial discrimination. 

 

Viewed through the lens of the current Black Lives Matter movement, it might appear that not 

much has changed in our country since the 1950s and 1960s. I, too, have questioned what 

progress has been made.  

 

But as the late U.S. Congressman John Lewis suggested: “When people tell me nothing has 

changed, I say come walk in my shoes and I will show you change.” 

 

HOWEVER, THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES… 

YET, WE SHALL NOT BE MOVED.. 

FOR WHERE THERE IS NO JUSTICE, 

THERE WILL BE NO PEACE 

 

God is good all the time.  All the time, God is good. 
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Grace Place Food Donations Needed 
 

Help restock our pantry at Grace Place with the following items:  

 

Canned tuna fish (5 oz) Baked beans 

Canned chicken (5 oz) Oodles of Noodles 

Canned soups   Canned spaghetti sauce 

Fruit (4-oz cups)  Canned Spaghetti O’s 

Macaroni and cheese  Peanut butter 

Ramen noodles  Jelly 

Box of spaghetti  Canned ravioli 

Canned chili   Canned meat 

Instant oatmeal 

 

Target brand diapers (sizes 5 and 6) 

Target brand pull-ups (size 4T-5T, boy or girl) 

Target brand wipes (scent free) 

 

PLEASE – No glass jars or outdated food. 

 

Our guests at Grace Place appreciate your generosity. God bless you. 

 

New Drop Box for Items 
There is now a new drop box located outside the church office. We have been provided a red cupboard as part 

of a Girl Scout Silver Award project. It stands against the sanctuary wall under the breezeway by the church 

office near the glass door to enter the church building. Donations for food for Grace Place may be put in it. The 

doors may require a little tug to open them, but it is raccoon proof. This replaces the Tupperware bin we've been 

using for food items. The small bin is still available to pick up Adult Sunday School books, Upper Room 

devotionals, Lenten devotionals and Gratitude Sunbursts. Take as many as you need. We will refill it as needed. 

Church Directories are available by calling the church office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Visitor is published monthly by 

Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

101 South Union Avenue 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078 

     410-939-2464 (phone)  E-Mail:  hdgumc@verizon.net 

     443-502-2651 (fax)  Webpage:  www.hdgumc.org 

Pastor Norman, Editor 

Pam, Compositor 

Christine, Publisher 

Juliette, Webmaster 

Ashley, Facebook 

All newsletter contributions should be left in the Church Office in the box marked for The Visitor or  

e-mailed to the Church Office. 

Deadline for submission of items is the 2nd Sunday of the month by 10:30 a.m. preceding publication.   

Anything received after that date will be placed in the next month’s newsletter.   

The editors reserve the right to edit for content and space.   

We welcome your suggestions and contributions for The Visitor. 
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    Thank You        
Thank you all for the recognition of my 20+ years composing the newsletter. Time does fly! Thank you also for 

the many years of supplying articles and anecdotes to make my job easier. And finally, a big thank you to Pam 

for taking over this role; I got a sneak peek at the first newsletter she composed and know we are blessed to 

have her in this role. God's blessings to you all, Tammy  

 

Many thanks to those who sent cards and well wishes to me while I was in the nursing home following my 

accident. Each card was like a visit from a friend in a situation where no visitors were permitted. Thanks also to 

Pastor Norman for his phone calls, prayers, and words of encouragement, Sara  

 

Thanksgivings 
Commendations to several of our youth for doing very well in the Langston Hughes 

Oratorical Contest held in February. This annual event is organized by our own Brittany  

as part of her work with the Havre de Grace Colored School Museum and Cultural Center. 

Langston Hughes used to visit the school regularly since he was a friend of the principal. 

Contestants had to write, memorize and present a speech in a specified length of time on 

the topic: "What Happens to a Dream Deferred?" -- a famous phrase drawn from one of 

Hughes' poems. 

 

*Cameron, a student at Havre de Grace Middle and in our Middle School Sunday School class was a runner-up 

in the Middle School age category and took home a $100 prize. 

*Ellianna, a student at Havre de Grace High who helps with our Vacation Bible School, tied for First Place 

with two other contestants in the High School age category and received a $500 prize. 

*Johannah, a student at Rosedale Baptist School and a newly confirmed member of our congregation, took 

First Place in the Middle School age category and received a $500 prize. 

 

Congratulations to all our youth who competed and helped us be inspired by remembering our history! 

 

Church Trivia 
 

1.  What do some Methodists NOT sing during Lent? 

  

          A.  "Alleluia" 

          B.  Doxologies 

          C.  "In the Garden" 

          D.  The Communion Liturgy 

  
2.  The UMC may schism/split during General Conference later this year over the social justice issue of 

LGBTQ+ inclusion. Should this happen, it will be only the second time that our denomination has split. 

  
          True or False? 
             Answers on page 14 
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Reflections on My Baptism 
 

Dear Church Family: 

Thank you for the nice cards and the warm welcome to the family of God and my 

new Church family. People like you are part of the reason I finally arrived at my 

action though not my decision to be baptized. I appreciate you asking me to share my 

path to Christ and my decision to be baptized as an adult. 

 

For many years I have known that I wanted to be baptized, but regrettably had not 

taken the action to do so. I just kept “sitting on the fence.” There was always 

something else that occupied my time. Such a poor excuse. On occasions I have had 

challenges or troubled times where I reached out to God, praying for help. I have always thanked God for being 

there for me, but I never took the time to make the real commitment of faith to my God that I had turned to so 

many times. It never felt right, and often I even felt ashamed of myself for not taking action. 

 

I must say that I have always felt the love and comfort provided by God in many ways over the course of my 

life. There was never any doubt of God’s love when I took inventory of the many gifts and blessings I have 

enjoyed throughout my life: A loving wife, loving parents, a large family including siblings, grandparents, 

aunts, uncles, cousins, brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law, nieces, nephews, mother-in-law, father-in-law, friends, 

neighbors, co-workers, puppy dogs, a wonderful pastor, a loving Church family, Fire Department brothers and 

sisters, awesome caring doctors and nurses, a nice warm home, nice clothing on my back, nice shoes on my 

feet, wonderful food on the table, clean water to drink, the Sun and the Moon in the sky, the colorful ducks and 

geese and swans, the beautiful White-Tail Deer, the handsome Red Fox, the tasty Blue Crabs from the 

Chesapeake Bay, and on and on and on. The list of the gifts and blessings provided by God is endless! I love all 

of them more than I can ever express! I am so Blessed! Thank you God! 

 

It is easy to get stuck in a rut, or to be negative, which happens to all of us from time to time during the normal 

course of our life. It is never a good feeling. We cannot afford to spend our precious time staying in that rut. It 

always feels much better when we recognize, and take account of, the many good things, the positive things, the 

blessings we have been provided. Therefore, we must acknowledge the Provider of those blessings – God. This 

was the action I have taken. 

 

I first talked about my taking action toward being baptized with my wife, Sharon, and she was very pleased 

with the conversation, as she always had been in the past. She had heard me bring up this topic from time to 

time over the past years; and yet I had never taken action. It is important to share that no one had ever pressured 

me to be baptized. There have been many good discussions with my close loving family and friends over the 

years, but never any pressure. None was ever needed.  

 

Most of the time when we decide to do something in life we evaluate or tally the pros and cons of taking that 

action. This was very easy from an evaluation stand-point. There are no cons to becoming part of God’s family 

because everything is in the positive column! The pros have always been there! 

 

So, I finally took action, at age 57, to ask Pastor Norman to please work with me toward being baptized and 

toward joining the Church. Oh my, did it ever feel good to make that call to Pastor Norman and to hear his 

positive response in getting started right away. After several discussions with Pastor Norman, reading and 

digesting various literature, watching the very informative videos that he provided, and a teleconference 

meeting with Sharon and Pastor Norman it was clear that the day had finally come for my baptism.   

 

Saturday, January 9, 2021, was a cold, blustery, but sunny day, which was just beautiful and perfect for me to 

receive my baptism from Pastor Norman on the deck outside our home. In consideration for everyone’s health 
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and safety during the Covid-19 Pandemic, we decided to minimize the group of folks participating. Pastor 

Norman, my wife, my mother, my mother- and father-in-law and my sister-in-law (all wearing masks and 

physically distanced) participated in this wonderful life event for me. My emotions were at a very high level. I 

was so happy to have finally taken this action; I only wish I had done it years ago. I was very happy and very 

thankful. God is Great! 

 

Thanks to Pastor Norman for everything he does for us and so many others in this community; we love him 

very much. Pastor Norman is a true blessing in my life. Thanks to my wonderful wife for everything over the 

past 27 years; she is a true blessing in my life. Thanks to my entire family, and all of my friends and extended 

family, for everything over the last 57 years; all of you are true blessings in my life. I thank God every day for 

the many gifts and blessings that have been provided to me during my life, and most importantly his never-

ending love. I commit to make God happy with me every day for the rest of my life. It is a wonderful feeling of 

happiness to be a member of the family of God and the Havre de Grace United Methodist Church. 

 

God Bless You. 

Mark 
 

Kids’ Corner 
Information courtesy of nardinpark.org 
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Community Information  
 

Griefshare Groups 

 

Online:  Conowingo Baptist Church, Tuesdays at 7PM, through April 19.  

             Bel Air Church of the Nazarene, Thursdays at 7PM through April 8.  

             Haven Community Church, Mondays at 6:30PM through April 12.  

  

In-Person:  St. Matthew Lutheran Church, 1200 E. Churchville Rd., Thursdays at 10AM and 7PM through 

April 15.  Please call the church office at 410-838-3178 for information. 

                       Mountain Christian Church, 1802 Mountain Road, Tuesdays at 1PM and 7PM through May 11.  

They also have online at the same times and day.   

 

Nurse Triage Call Line dedicated to Covid-19 questions is available through University of Maryland Medical 

System.  Call 24/7 for free to 1-888-713-0711 with questions about symptoms we or a loved one are having, 

when to call our personal doctor or other Covid-19 questions.  Operators will get a summary of your need and a 

phone number and within 30 minutes an RN will call back.  Due to high call volume, callers may have to hold 

for an extended time but all calls will be answered. 

Feeling stressed, lonely or upset?  For mental health here are some resources: 

  *Lonely? Call 211 or visit 211MD.org 

  *Upset? Call 1-1800-985-5990 or text TalkWithUs to 66746 

  *Stressed? Text TALK to 741741 

*Emotional Health Crisis Line: 1-866-342-6892 

*Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 1-800-273-8255 

*Optum Public Crisis Line: 1-866-342-6892 

Red Cross needs blood! Many blood drives have been canceled due to Covid-19.  The need for blood 

continues.  Please go to redcrossblood.org, enter your zip code to find a site close-by and to make an 

appointment. 

Many resources for dealing with the Covid-19 Pandemic and its effects are available on our Baltimore-

Washington Conference website. Go to www.bwcumc.org. 

Wondering what we can do to support our local patients or health care providers? Messages of support and 

prayer to feed their souls & spirit may be sent to uchmarketing@umm.edu.  If the message is for staff, please 

put "A Message for the Hero Team" in the subject heading.  If it's for patients, put "A Message to the Patients." 

Children are encouraged to draw and upload pictures and messages.  Thank you from Upper Chesapeake Health 

for feeding the staff's bodies and showering them with prayers, masks and hospitality! 

If you know of folk who need a job, especially due to job loss from the Covid-19 Pandemic, please let them 

know Susquehanna Workforce Network offers free help finding work including job openings, job search 

techniques, interview prep, re-training, resume prep.  Call 443-866-9161 in Harford County or 443-466-1309 in 

Cecil County. Our own Kim is in charge of this great program! 

UM Upper Chesapeake Health has many classes and support groups meeting virtually, including car seat 

checkups.  Simply go to:  umms.org/uch/community/events to survey their offerings. 

 

 

 

 

 

10 a.m.-12 p.m. at 

Concord Point Coffee House. 

http://211md.org/
http://redcrossblood.org/
http://www.bwcumc.org/
http://umms.org/uch/community/events
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Please contact Anita or the office at 410-939-2464 to add or remove persons from the Prayer 

List below. 

 

Connie  

Ian  

Mike  

Vern  

Janet   

Byron  

Sue  

Natalia  

Patricia  

Ron  

MaryEllen  

Peg  

Tina  

Jacob  

Suzy  

Laurie  

Cole  

Robert  

Mary  

Janet  

Lois  

Lewis  

Jimmy  

Mark  

Tommy  

Rosemary  

Graham  

Matt  

Jim  

Ruth  

Catherine  

Sara  

Billie  

John  

Nick  

Haley  

Bonnie 

Rayma  

David (Bunky)  

Tommy  

Trudy  

Edna  

Gerald  

Jack  

Tom  

Paul  

Carrie  

Patty  

Shawn  

James  

Gary  

Rob  

Gwen  

Carl  

Susan & Mike  

Richard  

Jane  

 

Art 

Barbara 

Debbie 

Edna & family 

Jen 

Lisa 

Mary 

Tom 

 

 

*First Responders; All Missionaries – Jeff and Sharon; Family Unity; Drug free community; 

those who are grieving; our country and leaders; Veterans; those with serious diseases; The 

United Methodist Church; Reconciling Team; All who are battling COVID-19; an end to 

racism, Emergency Winter Shelter 
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Birthdays and  

Anniversaries       
 

Birthdays  
 

March 

Jenee ……...………………………....13 

Selona …….………………………....22 

Jesse …………….…………………...23 

Bob ……..…………………………....25 

Melania ……………………………....26 

Courtney ………………..……………27 

Pamela ……….………………………29 

Ryan …………………………………29 

Cathey ……………………………….31 

 

April 

Evan …………………………………3 

Keith ……….………………………..6 

Lynn …………...……………………12 

Muriel ………….……………………15 

Gail ………………………………….20 

Capt. Donald ………….…………….26 

Robert ……………………………….28 

Pam…………….…………………….30 

 

Anniversaries  
 

March 

Robert and Terri …………………….5 

Shawn and Pam ……….……………15 

 

April 

Bill and Donna …….………………..22 

 

Did you know…that the birthstone for March is the 

aquamarine and the flower is either the daffodil or 

the jonquil. 

 

Have You Submitted 

Your Name and Date? 

 
If you would like your name included, please 

contact the church office with the date of your 

birthday and/or anniversary and your name.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Trivia Answers 
ANSWER: A. “Alleluia.” Some United 

Methodist churches refrain from singing 

"Alleluia" and/or "Gloria" during Lent.  This 

practice sometimes called "Burying the 

Alleluia," is a way of recognizing the 

solemnity of the season and anticipating the 

glorious praise we sing as we celebrate Jesus' 

resurrection on Easter Sunday. 

  

ANSWER: FALSE. It would be the FIFTH 

time our denomination has had a major 

schism.  

  

1784 The Methodist Episcopal Church was 

born at the Christmas Conference in 

Baltimore. 

  

1830 The Methodist Protestant Church split 

from the Methodist Episcopal Church due to 

the question of should there be bishops or not 

and slavery. 

  

1844 The Methodist Episcopal Church South 

split from the Methodist Episcopal Church 

over slavery and race. 

  

1939 The Methodist Protestant, Methodist 

Episcopal and Methodist Episcopal South 

Churches merge to form The Methodist 

Church over segregation. This was when the 

Central Conference was formed that included 

all the African-American members. 

  

1968 The Methodist Church and Evangelical 

United Brethren merged to form The United 

Methodist Church. The Brethren insisted that 

African Americans were to be members of 

any local church. The Central Conference was 

disbanded. 

  

Sources: umc.org 

Church Announcements, Jan. 24, 2021 

The Methodists by James Haskins, 1992 

 

 



 

 

Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

101 South Union Avenue 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078-3007 

 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       [     ] 

 

 

 

 

       [     ] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

        Please join us for worship. 

 

                     Schedule 

 
10:00 a.m. Worship via Facebook Live-stream 

    

For all other program information, 

please phone 410-939-2464. 
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