
The Visitor Page 1 

      The Visitor 
 

     February 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Stay Connected – Watch 

Sunday Worship at Home 
In keeping with health recommendations to slow the 

spread of Covid-19, we are limiting in-person 

worship to reduce exposure.   

Worship will be offered at 10 a.m. on Sundays via 

Facebook Live-streaming. You do not need 

Facebook to view it. Go to our website 

www.hdgumc.org and use the Facebook link.  If it 

asks you to join Facebook, look for the "Not Now" 

button near the bottom of the page and click it. 

Then look for the pictures of worship and click on 

one of them to see that service. 

A video of each service is also posted on YouTube, 

usually by noon the same day. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4YPADou3_

eKu49jLd2zQ3g?view_as=subscriber 

YouTube videos are closed captioned. 

 

Continued Support 
We recognize that this is not only a health and 

spiritual crisis, but is also an economic crisis for 

some.  If you are able and wish to continue your 

support of Christ's ministry through our church as 

we work through this crisis, there are several 

options: 

1) Gifts may be mailed to or dropped off at the 

church office via the mail slot in the door; 

2) Some donors have found bill-pay options offered 

by their bank convenient, and 

3) We have an on-line donation option on our 

website. 

Regardless, we will be here seeking to serve others 

and transform lives in Jesus' name by providing 

spiritual care. 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE  
2 Sermon Series  

3-4 COVID Vaccine Information 

5 Thoughts from our Lay Leader 

6 Pastor’s Message 

7 Photographing Sunrise 

8 
Christian Love & Sympathy/Thanksgivings/Thank 

Yous 

9-10 Community Information 

11 Mission News 

12 Church Trivia/Kindness Poem 

13 Prayer Requests 

14 Birthdays & Anniversaries/Trivia Answers 

15 Kids’ Corner 

All Church buildings are closed 

unless specified otherwise. 

 Our Mission/Vision is to 

 learn and grow in Jesus Christ to 

 serve others and transform lives 

 here, across the street and around 

 the world. 

 

We have some changes for The Visitor. 

Please note that articles and items for future 

editions can now be  submitted to Pam. 

All submissions are welcomed and 

appreciated. Thank you in advance. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4YPADou3_eKu49jLd2zQ3g?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4YPADou3_eKu49jLd2zQ3g?view_as=subscriber
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Sermon Series – Live Streamed on the Internet 
February 7 - Cub Scout Sunday 

We celebrate the ministry of Cub Scouting. 

Celebration of the Wesleyan Love Feast. 

Isaiah 40: 21-31; Mark 1: 29-39 

“One VERY Big Friend!” 

The ruler of the universe stoops to care about and help Judah… and us! 

 

February 14 - Transfiguration Sunday 

Scout Sunday 2.0 

We celebrate the ministry of Scouts of America (formerly Boy Scouts). 

II Corinthians 4: 3-6; Mark 9: 2-9 

“From the Heights to the Depths” 

From the heights to the depths of human experience Jesus cares about people. So should we.  

 

February 17 - Ash Wednesday 

With the mark of the ashes, we are reminded of our mortality, our need for repentance and God’s grace in 

extending forgiveness to us, and we begin the season of Lent leading to Easter. 

*7 p.m. – Service of Ashes (Livestream) 

Joel 2: 1-2, 12-17 

“In-Significance” 

In the vast scope of the universe, we and our lives are insignificant. Yet, God considers us important enough to 

call us to be better people! 

(Ashes will be made available outside the church office before Ash Wednesday). 

 

Lenten Sermon Series: The Subversive Power of Christ. Radical self-sacrifice has a power 

to subvert forces and structures of injustice. Lent is the season of preparation for Easter 

and calls us to repentance, service and self-examination. 

 
February 21 - First Sunday in Lent 

Mark 1: 9-15 

“Is Our God Too Small?” 

Jesus tells us God is at work in the world, but do we see it? Are we willing to open our perspective to God’s 

wider view? Are we willing to work for a world more like God desires, like God’s Kingdom? 

 

February 28 - Second Sunday in Lent 

Mark 8: 31-38 

“Saving Lives” 

We are called to save others’ lives, but in order to do that we need to serve others. This is not easy, but it’s life-

saving… for us! 

 

After-Worship “Coffee Hour” 
A free conference call for after-worship “Coffee Hour” is available Sundays at 10:45 a.m. by dialing 518-318-

5260.  
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Understanding the COVID Vaccine and mRNA 
Submitted by Pat  

Recently we have learned how vaccines are developed and how the COVID 

vaccines were developed so quickly.  Now let's learn how vaccines work!   

As COVID vaccines begin to be distributed, many wonder exactly how the 

COVID vaccine works and if the vaccines are safe. 

  

The COVID vaccines that are currently approved or on track for approval, 

from Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna, utilize Messenger RNA (mRNA) 

technology in their vaccines.   

  

This breakthrough technology, which creates immunity in a different way than traditional vaccines, is one 

reason the COVID vaccine testing and development took less than a year. 

  

How Vaccines Work 

When a person is infected with a germ, whether a virus or bacteria, the immune system creates special proteins, 

called antibodies, that help protect against future infections from that germ. The next time your immune system 

sees that germ, it "remembers" and uses the antibodies to fight against the infection.  Some antibodies only last 

a few months, while others can protect you for a lifetime. 

Vaccines create antibodies that allow your body to protect itself from future infections without actually getting 

sick. 

Previously developed vaccines contain very small amounts of viruses or bacteria that are dead or greatly 

weakened. They trick the immune system into believing that the body is being infected. 

The COVID vaccine is no different in that it creates antibodies, but it uses a different set of tricks than 

traditional vaccines to create coronavirus immunity. 

  

How mRNA Vaccines Work 

mRNA is a piece of genetic material that cells use as "instructions" to create certain proteins in the body.  It is 

like a bit of computer code. 

When it's not inside a cell, mRNA needs protection to keep it from disintegrating. This is why the vaccines 

require cold temperature storage. To keep the mRNA from disintegrating when it enters the body, the COVID-

19 vaccines use fat bubbles to shuttle the mRNA to certain cells. 

The mRNA instructs these cells to create "spike proteins." These proteins simulate part of the SARS-CoV-2 

(novel coronavirus) cell structure and trick the body into believing it's infected with the virus. In the case of the 

mRNA vaccines, your body is never exposed to the germ but is still able to produce an effective immune 

response. 

  
What's in the COVID Vaccines? 

Like all other vaccines approved by the FDA, COVID vaccines do not contain toxic or harmful ingredients.  

This is another common vaccine myth. 

One of the benefits of using the current COVID vaccines is that they avoid some of the issues some people may 

have with certain vaccines. 

The vaccines aren't made using egg proteins, so unlike some forms of the flu vaccine, people who have an egg 

allergy can take the vaccine. 

Additionally, human fetal cells aren't used during the vaccine development process. This makes the COVID 

vaccines a suitable option for individuals who object to this practice. 
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How Long Will Immunity Last? 

Scientists are still studying exactly how long the vaccine's protection will last. The volunteers who were part of 

the COVID-19 vaccine studies agreed to be followed for two years to help researchers determine exactly how 

long immunity lasts. 

Both the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines require two doses to achieve immunity. This ensures that your immune 

system will build up enough antibodies to remember and protect against future COVID infections. 

  

Can You Get COVID From the Vaccine? 

Vaccines that contain either dead germs or small pieces of germ protein can't make you sick. This is a common 

vaccine myth. Some vaccines have some mild side effects, such as fatigue or a low-grade fever. This is a result 

of the body's immune system response, not the virus. 

  

Will an mRNA Vaccine Affect My DNA? 

Because mRNA "instructs" cells to perform certain actions, some people have expressed concerns about the 

vaccine affecting their DNA. This is not true. mRNA vaccines will never interact with the body's DNA.  In fact, 

once the cell has finished using the mRNA, the cells break it down and eliminate it from the body. 

  

Source:  UMMS  12/18/2020 

  

So, even though we now have the vaccines, we still need to wash our hands, keep our distance and wear masks  

until all have had two doses of the vaccine  to develop their individual immunity and the length of immunity is 

discerned. Personally, I continue to sense it will be late 2021 or early 2022 until we are able to return to some 

sort of "normalcy." 

 

Harford County COVID Vaccine Registrations 
Submitted by Lynn  

 

Individuals who are age 75 or older may register to be informed when the COVID vaccine becomes available 

for this age group at https://harfordcountyhealth.com/harfordcovidvax/ 

 

Please stay safe! 

 
 

 

 

https://harfordcountyhealth.com/harfordcovidvax/
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Thoughts from our Lay Leader 
Submitted by Pat with Blessing and Peace 

 

I would like to thank Pastor Norman for his ingenuity in leading us and being with 

us through Advent and Christmastide during this season of uncertainty with the 

pandemic, racial unrest, and political divide in our country. A big thank you, also, 

to all those who worked with Pastor Norman to put everything together for us! 

  

Another thank you to Lynn and Donna for their many years of leading our Grace 

Place team!  They have passed the torch to Jean and Lynn.  I know they will 

continue to lead our team with direction and strength. 

  

 

Speaking of torch passing--a big thank you to Tammy for her many hours of putting The Visitor together each 

month.  She passes the torch to Pam.  Thank you, Pam, for taking on this monumental task!  

  

Phew, lots of changes to start 2021!   

  

Now, just a few ideas on how we can keep ourselves together through these crazy, uncertain times that we are 

living through, that may make us feel immobile. We want to stay in shape, keeping our minds, spirits and hearts 

open. We can: 

1. Make a conscious decision about when and where we'll get news and what we'll do afterwards. 

2. We can make human-to-human connections with another person and make sure we stay in motion. 

3. We can pray, meditate, or reflect on those we know who are being impacted by oppressive policies, 

and extend that love to all who may be suffering. 

4. We can read, listen to, or share a story about how others have resisted injustice. 

5. We can be aware of ourselves as the ones who create. 

6. We can take a conscious break from social media. 

7. We can commit to sharing with others what's helping us. 

Source: findingsteadyground.com 

  

As always, if anyone has any ideas, concerns, questions, etc. please contact me. 

 

Give & Take 
There are three boxes located outside the Church Office. Two of them have lids to keep out raccoons. They are 

labeled for dropping off items for Grace Place or the Emergency Winter Shelter, but other items may be left 

there for the office to receive (we check them often; please let us know their purpose if not for GP or EWS). 

The small box has Upper Room magazines and Church Directories for you to take.  Please take as many as 

needed, and it will be re-filled. 
 

Did You Know… 
That the birthstone for February is the amethyst and the flower is either the violet or primrose. 
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Turning the Tide 
 
When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go 

to Jerusalem. – Luke 9:51 
 

Dear Fellow Disciples: 

 

February marks a turning point in many ways. It is when our weather here in 

Maryland often begins to soften a little from winter to very early spring. This 

year at least, it also marks the end of Epiphany (or Ordinary Time) and the beginning of Lent – a turning point 

marked by the celebration of Transfiguration Sunday (February 14) and Ash Wednesday (February 17).  

 

Turning points often are not obvious at the time they occur. It was not known in 1619 that the arrival of African 

slaves brought to Point Comfort near Jamestown, Virginia would be the beginning of a long legacy of slavery 

and White supremacy in North America which would lead to a national civil war and still haunts us. It was not 

known in 1859 that Edwin Drake’s oil well in Titusville, Pennsylvania would start a boom in petroleum sales 

that would lead to automobile and airplane travel. History is full of examples of turning points which only 

became clear in hindsight. 

 

Of all four Gospels, only Luke has the little note found in the verse above that marks a turning point in Jesus’ 

earthly ministry. Only Luke includes the story that follows that verse recording opposition to Jesus by a 

Samaritan village because he was headed for Jerusalem. For those of us who know the rest of the story, from 

this point on, in Luke, Jesus is headed to Jerusalem and the cross that awaits him there. For Jesus’ followers, 

however, this future was not obvious at all. They experienced it as their unfolding present moment.  

 

So, it is with us. We can often see the work of God in our lives more clearly when we look back over events. In 

the present moment we only see the future very dimly, if at all. We seek God’s guidance but we know we are 

given free will to make choices and we hope and pray our choices are good ones.   

 

Right now, we are in the midst of a pandemic. Future historians will be able to identify the point when the tide 

turned and we began to overcome it. We, however, will not know it at the moment it occurs. We are faced, as 

actors with free will, with choices. We can get vaccinated when that opportunity is made available to us. We 

can be diligent in wearing masks, washing hands and staying physically distant. We can avoid gatherings that 

mingle households. And, eventually, by being faithful in these ways, we shall overcome the coronavirus.  

 

It is not easy to stay faithful or diligent in matters spiritual or physical. It is easy to get tired and become 

complacent, to excuse our behavior as not-so-bad or, at least, better than that of other folk. The holy season of 

Lent, however, into which we will soon enter, calls us to greater commitment, higher aspiration and deeper 

effort.  

 
May we, therefore, observe a holy Lent and experience a rebirth in the coming resurrection season of Easter. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Norman 
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Photographing Sunrise 
Submitted by Dan  

 

This cold morning I went around town to photograph the sunrise. 

I started at the end of Seneca street, and shot a photo of the light through the 

trees, through the yards. 

Then I went down near the old cannery and the dentist's office and watched 

a barge full of gravel under the bridge, and looked across the river. I had to turn and adjust for the change in 

light.  

 

Then, I went over to the marina where the seagulls sat on the car and I looked out and saw a different color of 

light. By now some time had passed since my first photo, and my position had changed. The light was generally 

in the same direction there, but different. Then I got a last shot of the sunrise from the Decoy Museum. 

 

It made me think that when I took a class on photography at a national park, 

"Know the Light," was a big thing the instructor said. 

"Be aware of the light..." 

"Follow the light." 

"Anticipate the light."  

"Work with the light, not against it..." 

 

That all came back to me, 

 

For 2021, I need to follow the light.  Anticipate the Light.... 

 

Christ is our Light, and I need to follow, anticipate, and know that wherever I am, He is. 

Although our perspective changes,  

The Light is still there. 

 

Looking forward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Visitor is published monthly by 

Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

101 South Union Avenue 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078 

     410-939-2464 (phone)  E-Mail:  hdgumc@verizon.net 

     443-502-2651 (fax)  Webpage:  www.hdgumc.org 

Pastor Norman, Editor 

Pam, Compositor 

Christine, Publisher 

Juliette, Webmaster 

Ashley, Facebook 

All newsletter contributions should be left in the Church Office in the box marked for The Visitor or  

e-mailed to the Church Office. 

Deadline for submission of items is the 2nd Sunday of the month by 10:30 a.m. preceding publication.   

Anything received after that date will be placed in the next month’s newsletter.   

The editors reserve the right to edit for content and space.   

We welcome your suggestions and contributions for The Visitor. 
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Our Christian Love and Sympathy to the Family and Friends of:  

 

Thelma, who died December 26, after residing a number of years at Lorien-Bulle 

Rock. A good friend of Warner, Thelma was a loyal member of our congregation 

after transferring from Hopewell UMC March 11, 2012. Thelma was a part of many 

community efforts, including serving as a very active member of the Auxiliary of 

American Legion Post #47, and she was honored one year as a Grand Marshall of 

the Independence Parade. 

 

Thanksgivings 
Congratulations to Ryan, Ruth’s grandson (son of Stephanie), who graduated December 20 from University of 

Maryland - Baltimore County with a degree in American Studies with a concentration on Communications. 

May you go far with your education, serving God and serving others. 

 

Commendations to Jordyn, Shirley and Eric's granddaughter, on graduating from Cecil College in December 

with an Associate of Arts degree in Teaching - Elementary Education! She is going on to pursue her Bachelor's 

degree. The pandemic has revealed a need for nimble teachers. May God bless you as you bless others with a 

love of learning. 

 

  Thank You      
Thank you to the wonderful members of Havre de Grace United Methodist who called and sent me cards. 

Thanks for your kind thoughts and prayers. They really helped! 

From, Marie  

 

Thanks to the following folk who swarmed the church buildings and property to put away the Christmas 

decorations, trim dead tree branches, move furniture and work on the Parsonage: Jon, Tom, Karen, Chet, Paul, 

Dan, Doug, Tom and Cindy, Harry and Cathey. Your good work is much appreciated! 

 

Special Thanks to Tammy who served as the Compositor of the Visitor for many years. When she indicated a 

desire to step out of this role, I asked her how many years she had served in this way. She paused and said 24 or 

25 years! I was shocked! She served across the appointment of three different pastors! When I first came to 

Havre de Grace UMC I had to ask what a "Compositor" was (someone who composes, more than edits, the 

newsletter). Thanks for your service, Tammy. "Well done, good and faithful servant." May God bless you as 

you delve into other areas of service. --Pastor Norman 

 

Thanks to all for prayers, thoughts and cards on the death of my husband, Robert, in December. Your show of 

love has made his passing a little easier for the family. Also, a special thanks to Pastor Norman for his heartfelt 

words of comfort. From the Family of Robert. 

 

Thank you to Tom and Paul for researching and installing our new video/audio system for televising 

worship. Quite the improvement!! 

 



 

The Visitor   Page 9 

Community Information  
GriefShare Groups 

In-Person:  St. Matthews Lutheran Church, 1200 E. Churchville Rd., Thursdays at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m.  Cycle runs 

through April 15.  Info:  410-838-3178 

                    Mt. Christian Church, 1802 Mountain Rd., Joppa, meeting Tuesdays at 1 p.m. and 7p.m., through May 

11.  Info:  410-877-1824  ext. 111 

          Virtual:  Conowingo Baptist Church, Tuesdays at 7 p.m. through April 13.  Info:  433-286-7515 

 
Nurse Triage Call Line dedicated to Covid-19 questions is available through University of Maryland Medical 

System.  Call 24/7 for free to 1-888-713-0711 with questions about symptoms we or a loved one are having, when to 

call our personal doctor or other Covid-19 questions.  Operators will get a summary of your need and a phone 

number and within 30 minutes an RN will call back.  Due to high call volume, callers may have to hold for an 

extended time but all calls will be answered. 

Feeling stressed, lonely or upset?  For mental health here are some resources: 

  *Lonely? Call 211 or visit 211MD.org 

  *Upset? Call 1-1800-985-5990 or text TalkWithUs to 66746 

  *Stressed? Text TALK to 741741 

*Emotional Health Crisis Line: 1-866-342-6892 

*Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 1-800-273-8255 

*Optum Public Crisis Line: 1-866-342-6892 

Red Cross needs blood! Many blood drives have been canceled due to Covid-19.  The need for blood continues.  

Please go to redcrossblood.org, enter your zip code to find a site close-by and to make an appointment. 

The Covid-19 Pandemic is being used to work fraud. We are advised to ignore offers of a vaccine or cure for 

Covid-19; they are false. CDC may call for information but will not act ask for insurance or financial information. 

We are advised not to give out our Medicare or Social Security number or other personal information to unsolicited 

calls, texts, emails or home visitors.  For more help contact our local Senior Medicare Patrol (SMP) at 1-877-808-

2468 or got to www.smpresource.org. 

Many resources for dealing with the Covid-19 Pandemic and its effects are available on our Baltimore-Washington 

Conference website. Go to www.bwcumc.org. 

Wondering what we can do to support our local patients or health care providers? Messages of support and 

prayer to feed their souls & spirit may be sent to uchmarketing@umm.edu.  If the message is for staff, please put "A 

Message for the Hero Team" in the subject heading.  If it's for patients, put "A Message to the Patients." Children are 

encouraged to draw and upload pictures and messages.  Thank you from Upper Chesapeake Health for feeding the 

staff's bodies and showering them with prayers, masks and hospitality! 

If you know of folk who need a job, especially due to job loss from the Covid-19 Pandemic, please let them know 

Susquehanna Workforce Network offers free help finding work including job openings, job search techniques, 

interview prep, re-training, resume prep.  Call 443-866-9161 in Harford County or 443-466-1309 in Cecil County. 

Our own Kim is in charge of this great program! 

Good Samaritan Ministry Food Pantry of St. Joan of Arc is open for business.  Saturdays only, 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 

a.m. at 215 South Law Street, Aberdeen.  Call 410-272-4535 option 3 for more information.  The Good Samaritan 

Ministry assists those in need and strives to renew and adapt to the changing conditions of the parish area.  They 

support the homeless, the hungry, the temporarily unemployed, and frail elderly with food, shelter, utilities, 

prescriptions, and personal hygiene products.  They can also identify additional community resources for help with 

other needs as well. 

Habitat for Humanity Seeks AmeriCorps Members for their Construction team.  Not sure what to do after 

graduating high school or college? Plans fouled up by Covid Pandemic? Why not take a year to serve others? 

Habitat Susquehanna is looking for individuals to join its AmeriCorps construction team.  AmeriCorps is a 10-

10 a.m.-12 p.m. at 

Concord Point Coffee House. 

http://211md.org/
http://redcrossblood.org/
http://www.smpresource.org/
http://www.bwcumc.org/
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month long service experience serving on our build sites learning the construction trade and supervising 

volunteers.  Habitat has good safety precautions in place all the time but especially for Covid-19.  AmeriCorps 

offers a modest stipend as well as an education award for completion of the program. No previous construction 

experience is needed. If you are interested in learning more about the program, contact John at Habitat. 

UM Upper Chesapeake Health has many classes and support groups meeting virtually, including car seat 

checkups.  Simply go to:  umms.org/uch/community/events to survey their offerings. 

Free Diabetes Prevention Classes Are Forming Now. Healthlink is offering the Diabetes Prevention Program 

in 2 modes of delivery (participants choose 1 for the duration of the 12-month program). Same content, 

different delivery methods to accommodate a variety of needs in the community.  This program focuses on 

lifestyle changes that include calorie reduction and increasing physical activity to at least 150 minutes per week.  

Call Healthlink at 800-515-0044 to register.  There has been evidence that the results of this structured lifestyle 

change program showed participants achieved weight loss of 5 to 7 percent of their body weight (10 to 14 

pounds for a person weighing 200 pounds), and reduced risk of developing type 2 diabetes by 58% in adults at 

high risk for the disease.  The delivery methods are: (1) Online: independent learning using a website or 

phone app. Participant gets automated weekly then monthly education modules, and is responsible for logging 

in and reviewing the material at any time, day or night, during that week. He or she then follows up with his or 

her Lifestyle Coaches through the site’s chat/newsfeed and email by week’s end. Participant also can interact 

within a small community group for additional support. Zoom meetings will be offered as an option for even 

more support. (2) Virtual: this format uses the Zoom meeting platform where a small group of participants meet 

within the same virtual space. Regular weekly then monthly meetings are held (always the same day of the 

week and time).  The year-long, 1 hour classes are scheduled as follow: Weekly for weeks 1-16; Bi-weekly for 

weeks 17-20; and Monthly for weeks 21-26.   

Utility Assistance: Office of People's Counsel (OPC) strongly encourages anyone who may be eligible for the 

Office of Home Energy Programs (OHEP) to apply now and not wait for a turn-off notice.  Many consumers 

apply to OHEP, but do not include all of the required documents needed for their application to be immediately 

processed. OHEP has created a very helpful list of all acceptable documentation on their website. OPC has 

adapted this list and added some tips on how to apply. 

 

Valentine’s Day Humor 
From boyslife.org 

A prince was put under a spell so that he could speak only one word each year. 

If he didn’t speak for two years, the following year he could speak two words 

and so on.  

One day, he fell in love with a beautiful lady. He refrained from speaking for 

two whole years so he could call her “my darling.” But then he wanted to tell 

her he loved her, so he waited three more years.  At the end of these five years, 

he wanted to ask her to marry him, so he waited another four years.  Finally, as 

the ninth year of silence ended, he led the lady to the most romantic place in the kingdom and said, “My darling, 

I love you! Will you marry me?”  And the lady said, “Pardon?” 

Craig: Why do melons have to get married in churches? 

Joe: Why? 

Craig: Because they cantaloupe! 

 

http://umms.org/uch/community/events
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/dhs.maryland.gov/office-of-home-energy-programs/__;!!ECp5tQ!105o-wY33l1ltIkVFsARhGZgq4M4JhsUCZA7Mt074tJRc4q--UgMK3GflTQc$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/dhs.maryland.gov/office-of-home-energy-programs/acceptable-documents-energy-assistance/__;!!ECp5tQ!105o-wY33l1ltIkVFsARhGZgq4M4JhsUCZA7Mt074tJRc4q--UgMKxVzAxZX$
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Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 
“Blessed to be a blessing….reaching the unreached” 

“God has blessed us so that we might make his will known to all people  

that all people may praise God”  Psalm 67:1-3  

Here, across the street, and around the world 

M
IS
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CHRISTAR and Jeff and Sharon 
 

Submitted by Pat  

 

As one of our "around the world" missions, we provide financial support, through 

CHRISTAR, to Jeff and Sharon. As you may recall, they spoke to us two or three years ago 

about their missionary work in Asia Minor. 

  

CHRISTAR is based in Texas. Its vision is "...to cultivate Christ honoring transformation in 

communities where He is yet to be worshipped." Its core values are: 

• Godliness, growing love for God, a humble dependence upon His Word and a 

serious commitment to prayer. 

• The Body of Christ, the importance of Church in its diverse expressions. 

• People as individuals, families and teams. 

• Effectiveness, equipping workers to minister fruitfully. 

They have had a very challenging year! In February they returned to the U.S. to settle the 

estate of Jeff's mother. While here the COVID restrictions came into being. They were 

creative and were able to set up Zoom sessions with their Persian flock. They were finally 

able to return to Asia Minor, meeting COVID and government regulations. In November 

their daughter became engaged and was married within the same month! Quick travel 

arrangements were made to go to Virginia Beach for the wedding and return to Asia 

Minor. In December, the government effected an almost full-time COVID lock-down in the 

country. Despite this, Jeff and Sharon continued to meet weekly, have Sunday School, 

teaching and preaching via Zoom. They are hoping to start a Couples Group at the end of 

January. Despite all this, Jeff and Susan are praising God that 64 new Persians came to know 

the Lord this past year and that their flock has grown to over 190 persons! 

 

The Missions Team thanks you for your continued support of our Missions Programs! 
 

 

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and 

body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Faithful 

is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass. 1Thessalonians 5:23-24 

 

 

God is good all the time.  All the time, God is good. 
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Church Trivia  
 1.  February is Black History Month. Historian Carter G. Woodson chose February to honor black history 

because: 

  

     A. Abraham Lincoln & Frederick Douglass were born in February. 

     B. February is the shortest month. 

     C. Woodson was born in February. 

     D. A & C 

     E. All of the above 

 

2.  Who was the only woman besides Coretta Scott King on the platform when MLK gave his "I Have a Dream" 

speech in 1963? 

  

     A. Dorothy Height 

     B. Jacquelyn Kennedy 

     C. Lena Horne 

     D. Mahalia Jackson 

     E. Oprah Winfrey 
Answers on page 14 

 

Be a precious donor of Compassion, Kindness, Calmness, and Hope 
A poem by W. Craig Gilliam, 2020 from umc.org 

Be a precious 

donor of 

compassion, 

kindness, 

calmness 

and hope. 

Give peace to 

all you meet 

including yourself. 

Be present 

with all 

you encounter. 

Many in this world are 

anxious, afraid, 

torn by forces 

deeper, vaster 

then they or we can 

imagine. 

One act of 

calm kindness 

genuinely given 

from the human heart 

is bread for 

thousands. 
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Please contact Anita or the office at 410-939-2464 to add or remove persons from the Prayer 

List below. 

 

Connie  

Ian  

Mike  

Vern  

Janet  

Byron  

Sue  

Natalia 

Karen 

Patricia  

Ron  

MaryEllen  

Peg  

Don  

Jacob  

Suzy  

Grace  

Laurie  

Cole  

Mary  

Janet  

Mary  

Dennis 

Lois  

Lewis  

Jimmy  

Mark  

Tommy  

Rosemary  

Graham  

Matt  

Jim  

Ruth  

Catherine  

Sara  

Billie  

John  

Nick  

Haley 

Bonnie  

Rayma  

Tommy  

Trudy  

Edna  

Gerald 

Jack  

Tom  

Carrie  

Patty  

Shawn  

James  

Gary  

Rob  

Daniel  

Gwen  

Carl  

Susan & Mike 

Jane  

 

Andrew 

Art 

Barbara 

Debbie 

Edna & family 

Jane 

Jen 

Lisa 

Mary 

Phyllis 

Tom 

 

 

*First Responders; All Missionaries – Jeff & Sharon; Family Unity; Drug free community; 

those who are grieving; our country and leaders; Veterans; those with serious diseases; The 

United Methodist Church; Reconciling Team; All who are battling COVID-19; an end to 

racism, Emergency Winter Shelter 
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Birthdays &  

Anniversaries        
Birthdays  

February 

Gardner  .............................................1 

Bonnie  ...............................................1 

Ron  ....................................................2 

Len  ....................................................4 

Erik  ....................................................6 

Donna  ................................................8 

Donna  ................................................11 

Payton ................................................14 

Jim  .....................................................23 

 

March 

Jenee ………………………………...13 

Selona ………..……………………...22 

Jesse ……………..…………………..23 

Bob ……...…………………………...25 

Melania ……………………………...26 

Courtney ………………..…………...27 

Pamela ………………………………29 

Ryan………… ……………………...29 

Cathey ………………………………31 

 

 

Anniversaries  

February 

Dan & Leslie……………………… ..8 

Jerry & Lynn ......................................11 

Walter & Kay  ....................................25 

 

March 

Robert and Terri………….………….5 

Shawn & Pam………….……………15 

Have You Submitted  

Your Name and Date? 

If you would like your name included, please 

contact the church office with the date of your 

birthday and/or anniversary and your name.   

Church Trivia Answers 
ANSWER:  A     Woodson chose February as 

the month to honor black history because 

Abraham Lincoln & Frederick Douglass were 

born in February.  Woodson's initial concept 

in 1926 was for "Negro History Week" to be 

held near the birthday of Lincoln on February 

12 and of Douglass on February 14.  Black 

communities had celebrated those dates 

together since the late 19th century. 

 

ANSWER:  A     Dorothy Height was the 

only woman, besides Coretta Scott King on 

the platform with Rev. Martin Luther King 

when he gave his "I Have a Dream" speech in 

1963.  She was also on the platform when the 

first African American president of the U.S., 

Barack Obama, was sworn in 45 years later.  

As president of the National Council of Negro 

Women, Height helped organize voter 

registration in the South, voter education in 

the North and scholarship programs for 

student civil rights workers.  Known as "The 

Godmother of the Civil Rights Movement" 

Height's advocacy helped pass the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act 

of 1965. 
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Kids’ Corner 
Image courtesy of Pinterest. 

 

Can you color this page?  



 

 

 

Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

101 South Union Avenue 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078-3007 

 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       [     ] 

 

 

 

 

       [     ] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

        Please join us for worship. 

 

                     Schedule 

 
10:00 a.m. Worship via Facebook Live-stream 

    

For all other program information, 

please phone 410-939-2464. 
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