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Stay Connected – Watch 

Sunday Worship at Home 
In keeping with health recommendations to slow the 

spread of Covid-19, we are limiting in-person 

worship to reduce exposure.   

Worship will be offered at 10 a.m. on Sundays via 

Facebook Live-streaming. You do not need 

Facebook to view it. Go to our website 

www.hdgumc.org and use the Facebook link.  If it 

asks you to join Facebook, look for the "Not Now" 

button near the bottom of the page and click it. 

Then look for the pictures of worship and click on 

one of them to see that service. 

A video of each service is also posted on YouTube, 

usually by noon the same day. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4YPADou3_

eKu49jLd2zQ3g?view_as=subscriber 

YouTube videos are closed captioned. 

 

Continued Support 
We recognize that this is not only a health and 

spiritual crisis, but is also an economic crisis for 

some.  If you are able and wish to continue your 

support of Christ's ministry through our church as 

we work through this crisis, there are several 

options: 

1) Gifts may be mailed to or dropped off at the 

church office via the mail slot in the door; 

2) Some donors have found bill-pay options offered 

by their bank convenient, and 

3) We have an on-line donation option on our 

website. 

Regardless, we will be here seeking to serve others 

and transform lives in Jesus' name by providing 

spiritual care. 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE  
2 Sermon Series  

3 Thoughts from Lay Leader / Emergency Shelter 

4 Emergency Shelter – Love in Action Partner 

5-6 Community Information / United Methodist Men 

7 How was the Covid Vaccine Developed so Fast? 

8 Pastor’s Message / Church Trivia 

9-11 Mission News / Scholarships / Give & Take 

12 Thank You 

13 Prayer Requests 

14 Christian Love & Sympathy 

15 
Birthdays & Anniversaries / God Newest Gifts / 
Trivia Answers 

All Church buildings are closed 

unless specified otherwise. 

 Our Mission/Vision is to 

 learn and grow in Jesus Christ to 

 serve others and transform lives 

 here, across the street and around 

 the world. 

 

New Newsletter Compositor 
After 20+ years of composing the newsletter, 

Tammy is passing the torch to Pam.  Thank 

you to Pam for taking on this responsibility.  

Articles for The Visitor can now be sent to 

Pam. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4YPADou3_eKu49jLd2zQ3g?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4YPADou3_eKu49jLd2zQ3g?view_as=subscriber
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Sermon Series – Live Streamed on Internet 
January 3 - Epiphany  

Celebrating the revelation of Jesus as the Christ, remembering the Visit of the Magi 

and pondering the universality of God’s love 

Matthew 2: 1-12, “King of the Jews” Kneeling before our Lord 

The Magi come looking for the “king of the Jews.” This simple phrase unleashes 

fear and violence. Why? Maybe because Herod feared loss of earthly power. 

Jesus, however, is more than an earthly ruler. The real question is: Will he be king 

of our lives? 

New Year’s Sermon Series, “Personal Power and Politics,” will focus on 

themes of relationship, leadership and unity. 

January 10 - Baptism of our Lord 

Celebrating the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptizer and our own baptism 

Mark 1: 4-11, “Relationships that Matter” 

At Jesus’ baptism God acknowledges him as the Son. They have a special relationship. As we enter into a 

sermon series focusing on challenging issues in a tough season, we explore the relationship between the 

preacher and the congregation. 

January 17 - Human Relations Day 

Lifting up the right of all God’s children to realize their potential as human beings in relationship with one 

another 

John 1: 43-51, Mark 3: 13-19, “Team of Rivals” 

Jesus calls together a very disparate group to be his disciples. Even his twelve apostles represent a very wide 

range of opinions! Tensions among and between them soon become clear. What can we learn from Jesus’ 

disciples and their relationship with him? 

January 24 - Ecumenical Sunday 

Repenting of divisions in the Church, celebrating the diversity of faith expressions and striving for shared 

experiences of worship, service and witness across denominational lines.  

John 10: 14-16, Matthew 22: 34-40, “The Great Commandment for 2021” 

Christ calls us to unity within our diversity. He also gives us the Great Commandment. What core values drive 

Christian unity? How can we, the Church, lead our nation to greater unity? 

January 31 - Leadership Sunday 

Dedicating church leaders for 2021 and thanking those who served in 2020 

Psalm 146, Mark 1: 14-20, “Leadership Under God” 

Jesus calls those who lead in ministry for a purpose. They are to serve that purpose before all else. The Hebrews 

scriptures are clear that God outranks all other leaders. What does the Bible, including the Hebrew psalms and 

Jesus’ call of his disciples, tell us about the exercise of leadership? 

 

Bible Study: Christ and Culture 
Rev. Dr. Jim will be hosting five Zoom Bible Study meetings at 7 p.m. on Tuesdays beginning January 12 and 

ending February 9 using Dr. Ray Vander Laan’s DVD #1 – PROMISED LAND – Living for God Where 

Culture Is Influenced. Those who wish to participate please email the Church Office hdgumc@verizon.net in 

order to get details. He’ll begin at 6:55 p.m., open with prayer at 7 p.m. and show the video. At the end of the 

video, we logoff and login again for discussion and sharing until 8:00 p.m.  We do not use Study Guides or 

require Bible readings. We encourage questions, personal reflections and open dialogue.  We can use a desktop 

computer (with speakers and microphone), laptop, I-pad, tablet, etc. but cell phones or smart phones lack the 

necessary speed to handle the 25 minutes video. If anyone has questions, call the Church Office for Dr. Jim’s 

contact information. 
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Thoughts from our Lay Leader 
Submitted by Pat with Blessing and Peace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With 2021 now upon us, I pray that your new year will be blessed and that you will embrace it with an open 

heart and face it with courage, faith, hope, and love. 

 

Emergency Winter Shelter 
The Emergency Winter Shelter (EWS) is Hope for the Homeless Alliance (HHA) effort to care for our 

neighbors without shelter during the cold months and the Covid pandemic. A partnership with Days Inn in 

Aberdeen, the new Aberdeen Epicenter, Meals on Wheels, Harford Community Action Agency (HCAA) and 

local health, addiction and crisis organizations will help house, feed and support 30 folk in 15 rooms.  

One way to help is to a Love in Action Partner providing a supportive “presence” for one of our guests. Please 

see the article on the next page detailing what that means.  

Below are items we can donate to support the EWS. We have a special bin outside the church office for these 

items marked “EWS” or they can be dropped off in the office 9-2 M-F. We need enough food and snack items 

for 30 people by January 17: 

1. Fresh fruit (except apples) to supplement Meals on Wheels. 

2. Pre-packaged snack or breakfast bars, peanut butter/cheese crackers, individual-sized bags of chips or 

cookies (please try to provide 30 servings). These may be home-baked but need to individually 

packaged to reduced shared handling. 

3. Individual-sized toiletries like toothbrushes, toothpaste, chapstick, small tissue packs, hand sanitizer, 

masks, etc. (Days Inn provides soap, lotion and shampoo). Large jugs of sanitizer for re-filling 

dispensers will also be gratefully received. 

4. Playing cards, 2-person games (dominoes, Yahtzee, etc.), word search/crossword/sudoku books, 

paperback books, magazines, coloring books and colored pencils. 

5. Financial support for unmet needs including gift cards to local dollar stores, food stores or fast-food 

restaurants. 

6. Prayers! Pray for our guests and those working with them. 

Financial donations may be made via checks to Havre de Grace United Methodist Church with “EWS” on 

the memo line. For more information about in-kind donations contact the Church Office for Pat’s contact 

information. 
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Emergency Winter Shelter  

Love in Action Partners  
(From Harford County Hope for the Homeless Alliance) 

With the Covid pandemic we cannot host the Emergency Winter 

Shelter in our churches. Guests will be housed in a hotel in 

Aberdeen. We would, however, like to continue offering a 

supportive presence. Love in Action Partners is a way to do that. 

The role of a Love in Action Partner is to listen, provide 

encouragement, pray with and generally check on the welfare of our 

guests. In past winters we have been able to personally connect with 

our guests, being able to see their mental and physical states, offer 

them hugs and encouragement as well as offer spiritual support with Bible studies and times of song and 

worship. COVID makes that all impossible this year so we have developed Love in Action Partners to team up 

with our guests.  

Each Winter shelter guest will be assigned a Love in Action partner. A LIA partner can request to partner with 

up to two guests but cannot be partners with guests who are housed in the same room.  

Contact with the assigned guest should be attempted at least once a week and up to twice a week. Contact 

should be made via phone - each hotel room will have a landline if cell phones are not available. Google Duo, 

FaceTime or Zoom calls for those who prefer face to face contact are acceptable. Aberdeen Epicenter will have 

computers available for our guests as well as space for socially distant in-person contact. LIA partners can visit, 

by pre-arrangement, with their guest, at the Epicenter M-F 10-2.  

All entering the Aberdeen Epicenter will have temperature checks and HCHHA (Harford County Hope for the 

Homeless Alliance) will continually monitor the COVID crisis and determine if in-person contact is in the best 

interests of our guests and LIA partners.  

For those who might feel uncomfortable in using their personal phones for making contact, we can offer a few 

options. Each LIA partner will have their call partner’s room number and calls can be made to that landline 

phone. You call the hotel and are connected to the room. You can make your calls from your church's phone. (if 

your church cannot provide this, we have churches that can). Google offers a service called Google Voice that 

offers a VoIP number you can use that will be forwarded to your phone. You can also purchase a “burner” 

phone and card but this option does involve a cost.  

If a LIA partner participates in a virtual Bible Study or church service additional options for spiritual outreach 

could include inviting your guest to participate in those activities. 

LIA partners desiring to provide cards of support, special books or treats for their guest can do so by leaving 

those items at the front desk of the Days Inn with the guest’s name and room number.  

Because of COVID restrictions, LIA partners will never go to a guest's hotel room. They will not provide 

transportation to employment, appointments or meetings in their personal cars. 

They will not provide cash money or financial assistance. LIA partners should not try to “fix” a guest’s 

problems but instead should refer any concerns back to HCHHA as we have an extensive pool of resources. 

LIA partners will be provided with multiple contacts within HCHHA and should not hesitate to reach out to us 

particularly if a guest seems to be in crisis.  

Thank you for considering this loving and potentially life-saving outreach! 

If you have questions or would like to sign up to become a Love in Action partner please contact the Church 

Office for details and Dona’s contact information. 
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Community Information  
2021 Langston Hughes Youth Oratorical Contest.  Saturday, February 6 from 1 p.m. – 3 p.m.; virtual 

competition.  This event is free to the public.  All students from all backgrounds are encouraged to participate.  

Online application and a video of the speech are due January 9, 2021.  More details can be found at 

www.hdgcoloredschool.net. 

GriefShare groups starting soon!  In-Person: St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Churchville is starting a new 

cycle on January 14 at 10 a.m. and/or 7 p.m.  Call 410-838-3178 for information.  Virtual: Bel Air Church of 

the Nazarene is starting a new cycle on January 7 at 7 p.m.  Call 410-838-8290 for information.  Haven 

Community Church is starting on January 18 at 6:30 p.m. Contact 443-674-8698 for information. 

Nurse Triage Call Line dedicated to Covid-19 questions is available through University of Maryland Medical 

System.  Call 24/7 for free to 1-888-713-0711 with questions about symptoms we or a loved one are having, when to 

call our personal doctor or other Covid-19 questions.  Operators will get a summary of your need and a phone 

number and within 30 minutes an RN will call back.  Due to high call volume, callers may have to hold for an 

extended time but all calls will be answered. 

Feeling stressed, lonely or upset?  For mental health here are some resources: 

  *Lonely? Call 211 or visit 211MD.org 

  *Upset? Call 1-1800-985-5990 or text TalkWithUs to 66746 

  *Stressed? Text TALK to 741741 

*Emotional Health Crisis Line: 1-866-342-6892 

*Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 1-800-273-8255 

*Optum Public Crisis Line: 1-866-342-6892 

Red Cross needs blood! Many blood drives have been canceled due to Covid-19.  The need for blood continues.  

Please go to redcrossblood.org, enter your zip code to find a site close-by and to make an appointment. 

The Covid-19 Pandemic is being used to work fraud. We are advised to ignore offers of a vaccine or cure for 

Covid-19; they are false. CDC may call for information but will not act ask for insurance or financial information. 

We are advised not to give out our Medicare or Social Security number or other personal information to unsolicited 

calls, texts, emails or home visitors.  For more help contact our local Senior Medicare Patrol (SMP) at 1-877-808-

2468 or got to www.smpresource.org. 

Many resources for dealing with the Covid-19 Pandemic and its effects are available on our Baltimore-Washington 

Conference website. Go to www.bwcumc.org. 

Wondering what we can do to support our local patients or health care providers? Messages of support and 

prayer to feed their souls & spirit may be sent to uchmarketing@umm.edu.  If the message is for staff, please put "A 

Message for the Hero Team" in the subject heading.  If it's for patients, put "A Message to the Patients." Children are 

encouraged to draw and upload pictures and messages.  Thank you from Upper Chesapeake Health for feeding the 

staff's bodies and showering them with prayers, masks and hospitality! 

If you know of folk who need a job, especially due to job loss from the Covid-19 Pandemic, please let them know 

Susquehanna Workforce Network offers free help finding work including job openings, job search techniques, 

interview prep, re-training, resume prep.  Call 443-866-9161 in Harford County or 443-466-1309 in Cecil County. 

Our own Kim is in charge of this great program! 

Good Samaritan Ministry Food Pantry of St. Joan of Arc is open for business.  Saturdays only, 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 

a.m. at 215 South Law Street, Aberdeen.  Call 410-272-4535 option 3 for more information.  The Good Samaritan 

Ministry assists those in need and strives to renew and adapt to the changing conditions of the parish area.  They 

support the homeless, the hungry, the temporarily unemployed, and frail elderly with food, shelter, utilities, 

prescriptions, and personal hygiene products.  They can also identify additional community resources for help with 

other needs as well. 

10 a.m.-12 p.m. at 

Concord Point Coffee House. 

http://www.hdgcoloredschool.net/
http://211md.org/
http://redcrossblood.org/
http://www.smpresource.org/
http://www.bwcumc.org/
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Community Information (continued) 

Habitat for Humanity Seeks AmeriCorps Members for their Construction team.  Not sure what to do after 

graduating high school or college? Plans fouled up by Covid Pandemic? Why not take a year to serve others? 

Habitat Susquehanna is looking for individuals to join its AmeriCorps construction team.  AmeriCorps is a 10-

month long service experience serving on our build sites learning the construction trade and supervising 

volunteers.  Habitat has good safety precautions in place all the time but especially for Covid-19.  AmeriCorps 

offers a modest stipend as well as an education award for completion of the program. No previous construction 

experience is needed. If you are interested in learning more about the program, contact John at 

jlanigan@habitatsusq.org. 

UM Upper Chesapeake Health has many classes and support groups meeting virtually, including car seat 

checkups.  Simply go to:  umms.org/uch/community/events to survey their offerings. 

Free Diabetes Prevention Classes Are Forming Now. Healthlink is offering the Diabetes Prevention Program 

in 2 modes of delivery (participants choose 1 for the duration of the 12-month program). Same content, 

different delivery methods to accommodate a variety of needs in the community.  This program focuses on 

lifestyle changes that include calorie reduction and increasing physical activity to at least 150 minutes per week.  

Call Healthlink at 800-515-0044 to register.  There has been evidence that the results of this structured lifestyle 

change program showed participants achieved weight loss of 5 to 7 percent of their body weight (10 to 14 

pounds for a person weighing 200 pounds), and reduced risk of developing type 2 diabetes by 58% in adults at 

high risk for the disease.  The delivery methods are: (1) Online: independent learning using a website or 

phone app. Participant gets automated weekly then monthly education modules, and is responsible for logging 

in and reviewing the material at any time, day or night, during that week. He or she then follows up with his or 

her Lifestyle Coaches through the site’s chat/newsfeed and email by week’s end. Participant also can interact 

within a small community group for additional support. Zoom meetings will be offered as an option for even 

more support. (2) Virtual: this format uses the Zoom meeting platform where a small group of participants meet 

within the same virtual space. Regular weekly then monthly meetings are held (always the same day of the 

week and time).  The year-long, 1 hour classes are scheduled as follow: Weekly for weeks 1-16; Bi-weekly for 

weeks 17-20; and Monthly for weeks 21-26.   

Living Well: Diabetes Self-Management.  Virtual Class starting January 12 – February 16, 2021.  Class will 

meet every Tuesday from 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm.  The Zoom platform will be utilized with an invite being sent 

after a participant registers.  Learn how to manage diabetes, increase your activity level and learn how certain 

foods affect blood sugar levels.  Have prediabetes? You are welcome to attend as well. Learn to read nutrition 

labels, plan balanced meals, lower stress and keep blood sugar levels in check! Call Healthlink at 800-515-0044 

to register.   

Utility Assistance: Office of People's Counsel (OPC) strongly encourages anyone who may be eligible for the 

Office of Home Energy Programs (OHEP) to apply now and not wait for a turn-off notice.  Many consumers 

apply to OHEP, but do not include all of the required documents needed for their application to be immediately 

processed. OHEP has created a very helpful list of all acceptable documentation on their website. OPC has 

adapted this list and added some tips on how to apply. 

 

 

United Methodist Men  
The UMM received a thank you from Don, Chairman of the Thanksgiving Dinner Committee 

of Community Projects of Havre de Grace, Inc., thanking them for their generous donation of 

$300, which was used to help defray the cost of this year’s Thanksgiving Dinner.  The UMM 

also contributed money for the Boy Scouts and gave 6 gift cards for the Angel Tree.  They 

also setup the manger on the Church lawn. Their next meeting is 9 a.m., January 16 via MS-Team. 

mailto:jlanigan@habitatsusq.org
http://umms.org/uch/community/events
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/dhs.maryland.gov/office-of-home-energy-programs/__;!!ECp5tQ!105o-wY33l1ltIkVFsARhGZgq4M4JhsUCZA7Mt074tJRc4q--UgMK3GflTQc$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/dhs.maryland.gov/office-of-home-energy-programs/acceptable-documents-energy-assistance/__;!!ECp5tQ!105o-wY33l1ltIkVFsARhGZgq4M4JhsUCZA7Mt074tJRc4q--UgMKxVzAxZX$
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How was the Covid Vaccine Developed so Fast? 
Submitted by Pat  

The COVID vaccine(s) have been developed in less than one year!  You may recall that in my article on "The 

Birth of a Vaccine" from the July VISITOR, that the average time to research, test and get a vaccine to market 

is 2-5 years.  So, how was the COVID-19 vaccine safely developed in such a short time?  The following is from 

an article from the University of Maryland Medical System. 

The speed of COVID vaccine development has given some people pause, but this vaccine was created under 

unique circumstances.  Here are some of the factors that sped up the COVID vaccine testing process. 

• Vaccine Research Funding:  Vaccines can be expensive to create.  Each step of the testing process requires 

significant financial investment from companies.  To minimize the chance of losing money, companies 

usually want to see overwhelming evidence that the vaccine will ultimately be effective and worthy of FDA 

approval before moving into the next step of testing.  This can lead to gaps in funding, as well as an overall 

hesitancy to fund vaccine development efforts.  In the case of the COVID-19 vaccine, public and private 

entities united to pour money into development efforts.  Billions of dollars from the government and 

nonprofits allowed development to take place unimpeded by cost constraints. 

• Pre-Approval Vaccine Manufacturing:  To cut costs, companies usually wait until a vaccine is FDA 

approved before manufacturing and distribution can begin.  In the case of the COVID-19 vaccine, companies 

received funding from the government and federal agencies to cover manufacturing costs upfront.  Millions 

of potential vaccine doses were created before they were actually approved.  This ensured that the FDA 

approved vaccine candidates would be distributed significantly faster.  Vaccine candidates that are not 

proven safe and effective during clinical trials and aren't approved by the FDA will NOT be distributed. 

• Administrative Changes:  Developing a vaccine is a top priority for the government, FDA and other 

regulatory bodies.  To speed along the review of vaccine efficacy data, a number of administrative changes 

were made that prioritized COVID vaccine work.  For example, all COVID-19 vaccine clinical trial phases 

were planned at once to prevent the delay that can usually occur.  None of these changes have affected the 

way scientists or the FDA evaluate vaccine safety.  When a safety concern arises at any stage of the process, 

scientists halt the study to investigate further before continuing the study.  A few times during the 

development process of developing a COVID vaccine clinical trials were paused so questions could be safely 

addressed. 

• A Familiar Virus:  While SARS-CoV-2, also known as the novel coronavirus, was new to the world, the 

family of viruses it came from was familiar to infectious disease scientists.  Scientists were already 

researching potential vaccines for other coronaviruses, such as SARS and MERS, so they could apply much 

of what they had already learned to develop a COVID vaccine.  Additionally, SARS-Cov-2 causes an acute 

illness.  This makes it inherently easier to vaccinate against.  Vaccines against viruses that cause chronic 

illnesses, such as HIV, are usually more difficult to develop. 

• Global Communication and Collaboration:  More advanced ways of communicating and sharing 

information globally have also significantly sped up the vaccine creation process.  Nations across the globe 

have united to develop an effective COVID-19 vaccine as quickly and safely as possible.  For example, the 

discovery phase of vaccine development is usually a very long process.  However, the genetic makeup of 

novel coronavirus was shared with researchers worldwide just a few weeks after the first case of COVID-19.  

This allowed researchers and health organizations around the world to begin researching the best type of 

vaccine quickly. 

• New Vaccine Development Technologies:  There are many different ways to develop a vaccine, but in the 

last decade, scientists have made significant advancements in this area.  For example, older vaccines were 

typically created by using weakened or inactivated viruses.  Today, companies can simply read a virus' 

genetic code and synthesize it in a lab, significantly shortening development times.  Other recent advances in 

immunology, genetics and other fields have enhanced scientists' understanding of how to create an effective 

vaccine quickly. 

Let's pray that these new vaccines will soon allow us to resume our "normal" lifestyles, hopefully by the end of 

2021 or early 2022.  Until then keep wearing a mask, washing your hands, and maintain physical distancing. 



 

The Visitor   Page 8 

 

God is with Us 
And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things 

new.” Also he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

beginning and the end. --Revelation 21: 5-6a 

Dear Fellow Disciples: 

January brings a new year. It brings an end to 2020 which has been a 

momentous year in US and world history and a year many of us would like to 

put behind us. We have hopes that 2021 will bring an end to the Covid 

pandemic, that things will settle down politically and that many events postponed will be able to happen. On the 

other hand, we do not know what the future holds – how soon herd immunity will be achieved and if there will 

be more turmoil in our nation or around the world -- and we know we got through 2020. So, sometimes New 

Year’s has us looking back more than wishing forward. 

The passage above is often read at funerals. It also is a traditional reading for Wesleyan Watch Night Services 

held on New Year’s Eve. It serves as a good reminder that, despite the grief of the present or the unknown 

nature of the future and any turmoil it may contain, God is always with us. God promises to make all things 

new. Sometimes we fear what’s new but, in this context, being shed of 2020 or overcoming death, the new is 

good.  

More important, God is trustworthy and true, and God holds the future. God is the Alpha and Omega, the A to 

Z, the beginning and end of all things. Christ holds us in his loving arms no matter what, no matter what the 

future brings.  

We have just recently celebrated the birth of Jesus the Christ Child. He came among us to show us God’s love. 

He came among us to be Immanuel, God-with-us. It is good to begin the new year in the afterglow of 

Christmas. For God in Christ goes with us wherever life leads, wherever the tides of time take us. Thanks be to 

God! 

May you feel the presence of the living Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit as 2021 unfolds. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Norman 

 

 

 
  

Church Trivia 
1. What is the meaning of the Hebrew word "Emmanuel"? 

A. Christ Child 

B. God with us 

C. Mighty King 

D. All of the above 

E. None of the above 
 

2. There were African American preachers at the Christmas 

Conference in 1784.  True or False 

Source:  UMC.org     Answers on page 15. 

http://umc.org/
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Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 
“Blessed to be a blessing….reaching the unreached” 

“God has blessed us so that we might make his will known to all people  

that all people may praise God”  Psalm 67:1-3  

Here, across the street, and around the world 

M
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Missions Team Summary for 2020 

Submitted by Linda 

Our Missions Team was blessed again this past year with a commitment from our Church 

family to fund missions “Here, Across the Street, and Around the World” by dedicating 9% 

of our weekly Offering to this purpose.  Even though we have been dealing with the Covid 

Pandemic, our congregation has been very generous.  There have been so many in need of 

food and housing everywhere this year.  The Missions Team really strived to meet the needs 

of the Missions that have depended on our funding.    Below is an outline of where Missions’ 

funds were spent from January through December 2020 (a total of $30,100.00, $1,000.00 

less than 2019). 

HERE: 

Alpha’s Glory ($500) - a non-profit ministry providing services for pregnancy, pregnancy 

loss and parenting; supporting moms, dads, and infants; and compassionately presenting 

Biblical truth resulting in changed lives. 

Anna’s House ($500) - provides transitional and permanent housing for homeless women 

and children in Harford County, and helps them on the road to self-sufficiency. 

FCCAU/Welcome One Shelter ($800) - the only full-service emergency homeless shelter in 

Harford County, Welcome One is operated by Faith Communities and Civic Agencies 

United (FCCAU), a charitable organization supported by churches, faith-based groups, local 

businesses, foundations and government agencies. It provides a continuum of services 

designed to reduce homelessness in Harford County.  With the protocols established for 

Covid here in Maryland, the Welcome One center could not operate as usual due to the 

distancing regulations.  The bunk beds for sleeping arrangements made housing the 

homeless there impossible.  With the help of Harford County, arrangements were made for 

hotel rooms for those who had nowhere else to go. 

Grace Place ($500) – hosted by St. John’s Episcopal Church in the parish hall, Grace Place 

offers a free meal for those who need it as well as a bag of groceries to take home for the 

week. Volunteers from many Christian congregations in Havre de Grace support this worthy 

program.  The number of needy people has more than doubled at Grace Place this year.  

HDGUMC supports GP once a month with food and volunteers as well as non-perishable 

items.  This year, food was also donated by members placing non-perishable items in a bin 

outside the church office on a weekly basis. 

 

God is good all the time.  All the time, God is good. 
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Missions Team Summary for 2020 (continued) 

Habitat for Humanity – Susquehanna ($1000) - part of a global, nonprofit housing organization operated on 

Christian principles that seeks to put God’s love and hope into action by constructing, rehabilitating and 

preserving homes, advocating for fair and just housing policies, and providing training and access to resources 

to help families improve their shelter conditions.  We have also periodically assisted with hands-on help in the 

building of homes on Revolution Street, right here in Havre de Grace.  We also contributed an additional $100 

for the upcoming Habitat for Humanity (Susquehanna) Interfaith Build for Unity. 

Harford Family House ($500) - the largest provider of transitional housing in Harford County, they are the only 

organization in our County capable of housing a whole family together, including a father, during the crisis of 

homelessness. 

Harford Hope for the Homeless Alliance ($1200) – a coalition of the Harford County Government, businesses, 

and the faith community working together to help the homeless to wholeness. Each component of the Alliance 

brings a part of the solution - together, we can make an impact on the gaps of care! HHHA is the umbrella 

organization for the Emergency Winter Shelter.  

HDG UMC Christmas Project ($250) – Each year our staff at HDG UMC works with the local schools in Havre 

de Grace in finding families to support so they, too, will have a Merry Christmas.  Through the donations of 

many church members and the Mission Team, we have been able to support at least eight families to provide 

items of need.  Many from our congregation selected “Mittens” with gift requests to help provide some special 

smiles on Christmas morning. 

Helping Up Mission – Baltimore ($800) –helps men fighting addiction and homelessness get their lives back. 

The comprehensive recovery programs address root issues of substance abuse and poverty. As one man is 

healed, Greater Baltimore is raised up.  This year, 40% of the people helped were women. HUM has an 

excellent success rate. 

Homecoming Project-Bel Air – ($500) – an eight bed, state certified half-way house for women recovering 

from alcohol and substance abuse.  The program offers services for recovery, life skills, group and individual 

counseling, support for the impacts on the entire family, education sessions, recreation, the 12-step program and 

case management. HP has a great success rate 

Manna House – Baltimore ($500) – “It starts with breakfast”-- provides the homeless and poor of Baltimore 

City with the assistance and support to move towards independence and stability by helping to transform 

people’s lives by feeding them first. 

New Hope Christian Fellowship UMC (Outreach Ministry) ($1500) – a Day Shelter for homeless folk in 

Harford County, located in Edgewood, they give hope to those who have lost all hope!  This was also the 

location for individuals who were part of the Emergency Rotating Shelter to spend the day during the winter 

months.  This year because of Covid churches could not house the homeless during the cold winter months.  

Arrangements were made with a hotel in Aberdeen and meals provided through the Epicenter in Aberdeen. 

Thanksgiving Community Dinner ($200) – provides a free dinner to those in Havre de Grace, Aberdeen, and 

Perryville. 

Susquehanna Ministerium ($1000) - a group of many denominations joined together to provide ministry & 

mutual support for each other and those in need of help. 

Summer Mission Trip ($1500) – Even though our team could not take their usual summer trip this year due to 

Covid, funding was raised and we made a contribution hoping our team can go next year. 

ACROSS THE STREET: 

Society of St. Andrew ($750) - an ecumenical, non-profit, charitable organization dedicated to leading others 

into lives of Christian community and service, and introducing people to God’s grace in Jesus Christ by meeting 

their hunger needs. 
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Missions Team Summary for 2020 (continued) 

Red Bird Mission ($1000) – provides education, health care and Christian evangelism ministries to people in 

Appalachian KY. 

Tree of Life ($1000) – a ministry of service and presence raising awareness of Lakota culture and connecting 

with the Lakota Nation on Rosebud Reservation in South Dakota by serving body, mind, and soul 

AROUND THE WORLD: 

BMTS Student Support ($2000) - The primary mission of the Baltic Methodist Theological School (BMTS), 

located in Tallin, Estonia, is to promote spiritual formation and provide applied higher theological education 

and in-service training tied to the needs of church and society in accordance with international requirements. 

The BMTS, located in Tallinn at the Baltic Mission Center, prepares Christian workers and leaders for positions 

of service in churches and Christian organizations. Graduates serve all over Eastern Europe and even 

indigenous communities above the Arctic Circle! 

 Children of Zion Village ($1500) - a Christian home for 57 orphans in the southern African nation of Namibia.  

We also contributed $3000 to assist with the salary of the two new Directors for one year. 

China Outreach ($1000) - shares Christ’s love with Chinese students and scholars on North American 

campuses, reaching them with the Good News and helping them become Christian leaders who share their faith 

with others. COM also supports these Christian leaders after their return to China. 

Christar ($1000) – The Butlers use their God-given gifts and skills to share the Good News with refugees in 

Asia Minor; their passion is to go to those not yet counted in the eternal roll call of nations.  

Sillamae Pastor’s Salary ($6000) – provides the salary for Pastor Vladimir of Grace United Methodist Church in 

Sillamäe, Estonia, a Russian-speaking congregation planted by a neighboring congregation. 

Dr. Albert ($2500) - a missionary with the General Board of Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church 

Global Health initiative retired this year, so we sent funds to support Ganta United Methodist Hospital where he 

worked in Liberia. 

We would love to have you join our Mission Team. Come help us make decisions about where donations are 

best needed to support the Missions of our church.   We meet on the 3rd Wednesday of every month (except 

July & sometimes December at 5:00p.m. in the Nursery (and now, via Zoom).   

We serve an Awesome God and are blessed with a very generous congregation! 

 

Scholarship Applications Open January 2  
The BWC will be awarding scholarships for qualified students currently attending 

college, as well as high school seniors who plan to attend college in the fall of 2021. 

The application process closes March 24, 2021. A variety of scholarships are offered 

to fit the diverse needs of our students. To be considered for a scholarship, students 

must complete the full online application, which includes uploading their current 

transcripts and providing references from their pastor and another person in their 

church. Go to bwcumc.org to find the application. 

 

 

Give & Take 
There are two drop boxes located outside the Church Office. The large blue bin is for things coming to us like 

food donations (it is checked often) and the small box has Upper Room magazines, Adult Sunday School books, 

and Church Directories for you to take.  Please take as many as you need and it will be re-filled. 
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Thank You 

Many thanks to all of you who sent us cards, called & stopped by to wish us a Happy 

60th anniversary.  You are all so special and it meant a lot to us.  Our family treated us like royalty and we 

received 59 cards!        Sincerely, 

Len & Gail 
(Note: this was received in October.) 

With thanks to the members of the church for your healing prayers received.  Thanks to all who sent me get 

well cards and those who prayed in mind and soul for my healing.  With appreciation and much gratitude, I send 

my thanks to all; I am healing well.  God bless, stay safe, and wear masks.  

Love, 

        Joyce  

This year Don and his crew of volunteers produced about 1,550 Thanksgiving Dinners. Usually, they make 

about 1,400. Because of Covid, each of those meals needed to be picked up or delivered! Thanks to your 

generosity as a congregation, we provided 7 turkeys when the baking crew at the American Legion post was 

running short. Also, thanks to all of you who volunteered to deliver meals! There were more than enough 

delivery volunteers. Praise God for a giving community and congregation! 

Thanks to your generosity 7 families from our local Elementary and Middle-High Schools, and Cub Scout Pack 

were helped to have a Merrier Christmas. The wishes on 237 gift tags were fulfilled, gifts and filled stockings 

provided and wrapping materials given so guardians can wrap the gifts for their own family. In addition, 30 

filled stockings were given to help Meadowvale Elementary School families and 21 filled stockings were given 

to help Middle-High School families to have a Merrier Christmas!  The VFW donated 693 items (toys, games, 

hats & gloves!); the American Legion donated monetary support; and our congregation gave very generous 

financial contributions! 

 

 
 

 

The Visitor is published monthly by 

Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

101 South Union Avenue 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078 

     410-939-2464 (phone)  E-Mail:  hdgumc@verizon.net 
     443-502-2651 (fax)  Webpage:  www.hdgumc.org 

Norman, Pastor/Editor 

Tammy, Compositor 

Christine, Publisher 

Juliette, Webmaster 

Ashley, Facebook 

All newsletter contributions should be left in the Church Office in the box marked for The Visitor or  

e-mailed to the Church Office.   

Deadline for submission of items is the 2nd Sunday of the month by 10:30 a.m. preceding publication.   

Anything received after that date will be placed in the next month’s newsletter.   

The editors reserve the right to edit for content and space.   

We welcome your suggestions and contributions for The Visitor. 
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Please contact the Church Office at 410-939-2464 to add or remove persons from the Prayer 

List below. 

 

Connie  

Ian 

Mike 

Cathy 

Vern 

Janet  

Byron 

Sue  

Natalia 

Karen  

Patricia 

Ron  

MaryEllen 

Karol Ann 

Jacob  

Suzy  

Grace 

Laurie 

Cole  

Mary 

Janet 

Mary 

Dennis 

Lois 

Lewis 

Jimmy 

Mark 

Tommy 

Rosemary 

Graham 

Matt 

Jim  

Catherine 

John 

Nick 

Haley 

Bonnie 

Rayma 

Tommy 

Trudy 

Edna  

Gerald 

Jack  

Tom  

Carrie 

Kelly 

Patty  

Shawn 

Joyce 

James 

Rob  

Thelma 

Daniel  

Gwen  

Carl  

Susan & Mike 

Jane  

 

Art 

Barbara 

Debbie 

Edna & family 

Jane 

Jen 

Lisa 

Mary 

Phyllis 

Scott 

Tom 

 

 

 

*First Responders; All Missionaries - Butlers; Family Unity; Drug free community; those who 

are grieving; our country and leaders; Veterans; victims with serious diseases; The United 

Methodist Church; Reconciling Team; All who are battling COVID-19; an end to racism, 

Emergency Rotating Shelter 

 

**Family and friends of Thomas Ralph  

**Family and friends of Robert Lee  
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Our Christian Love and Sympathy to 

the family and friends of: 

Carolyn Christine (Chrissi), who died December 5 at the age 

of 55. She battled Sickle Cell Disease and its related pain her 

whole life but was miraculously able to give birth to Trae', the 

son she shared with her husband, Kelvin, and she outlived all 

medical predictions. She was a loyal member of our 

congregation since June 8, 2003 and served Christ, working in 

several medical institutions including Johns Hopkins Hospital 

and University of Maryland Medical Center, and as a Health 

Educator with the Sickle Cell Disease Association of America. 

Robert Lee (Bob), who died December 20 after battling 

lymphoma. Strong in will and mind, loyal, dedicated and 

faithful, Bob passed on his values to his family. He was proud of his family and enjoyed their love and 

esteem in return. A loyal member of our congregation since March 30, 1958 (having been baptized the 

week before), Bob served as a Trustee for three years. In that time, he coordinated several projects 

including getting the basement waterproofed, the front doors refinished, the Congress Avenue sign base 

completed and new windows installed in the Education Building. 
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Birthdays &  

Anniversaries 
 

Birthdays  

January 

Michele ............................................ 1 

Leslie ................................................ 5 

Chet .................................................. 6 

Mabel ............................................... 8 

Pam .................................................. 9 

Maren ............................................... 10 

Brenda .............................................. 12 

Becci ................................................ 12 

Dick.................................................. 17 

Judy .................................................. 22 

Brian ................................................ 22 

Jenny ................................................ 23 

Terri ................................................. 27 

Ned ................................................... 27 

Linda ................................................ 30 
 

February 

Gardner ............................................ 1 

Bonnie .............................................. 1 

Ron ................................................... 2 

Len ................................................... 4 

Erik .................................................. 6 

Donna ............................................... 8 

Donna ............................................... 11 

Payton .............................................. 14 

Jim ................................................... 23 

 

Anniversaries  

January 

Bob & Mary Jane.............................. 1 

 

February 

Dan & Leslie .................................... 8 

Jerry & Lynn .................................... 11 

Walter & Kay ................................... 25 

 

God's Newest 

Gifts...  
 

James Emerson was born 

December 4 to Erin and Randy 

weighing 6 lbs., 13 oz. His 

proud older siblings are Casey, 

Donovan and Maren and he has many proud 

aunts, uncles and cousins! He is the fourth 

generation of Craig to carry the name of 

Emerson.  

 

Mays was born December 21 to Matthew and 

Rebecca weighing 7 lbs, 14 oz and measuring 20 

inches. McClean is the proud older brother and 

Candy and Phil are the proud grandparents.  

 

May they grow in wisdom and in stature and in 

favor with God and their peers. 

 

Have You Submitted  

Your Name and Date? 

If you would like your name included, please 

contact the church office with the date of your 

birthday and/or anniversary and your name.   

Church Trivia Answers 
Question 1 - Answer: B - In Hebrew, the term 

"Emmanuel" means "God with us". 

 

Question 2 - Answer: True.  Present were 

Harry Hosier and Richard Allen.  Richard 

Allen was a former slave, served as a 

Methodist bishop and was founder of the 

African Methodist Episcopal Church.  Henry 

Hosier, thought to be born a plantation slave, 

became known for his dynamic preaching 

even though he could not read.  Thomas 

Coke, one of the two bishops who founded 

Methodism in the U.S., the other being 

Francis Asbury, said of Hosier, "I really 

believe he is one of the best preachers in the 

world." 



 

 

Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

101 South Union Avenue 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078-3007 
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Please join us for worship. 

 

Schedule 
 

   10:00 a.m. Worship via Facebook Live-stream 
    

For all other program information, 

please phone 410-939-2464. 
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