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Stay Connected – Watch 

Sunday Worship at Home 
In keeping with health recommendations to slow the 

spread of Covid-19, we are limiting in-person 

worship to reduce exposure.   

Worship will be offered at 10 a.m. on Sundays via 

Facebook Live-streaming. You do not need 

Facebook to view it. Go to our website 

www.hdgumc.org and use the Facebook link.  If it 

asks you to join Facebook, look for the "Not Now" 

button near the bottom of the page and click it. 

Then look for the pictures of worship and click on 

one of them to see that service. 

A video of each service is also posted on YouTube, 

usually by noon the same day. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4YPADou3_

eKu49jLd2zQ3g?view_as=subscriber 

YouTube videos are close captioned. 

 

 

Continued Support 
We recognize that this is not only a health and 

spiritual crisis, but is also an economic crisis for some.  

If you are able and wish to continue your support of 

Christ's ministry through our church as we work 

through this crisis, there are several options: 

1) Gifts may be mailed to or dropped off at the church 

office via the mail slot in the door; 

2) Some donors have found bill-pay options offered 

by their bank convenient, and 

3) We have an on-line donation option on our website. 

Regardless, we will be here seeking to serve others 

and transform lives in Jesus' name by providing 

spiritual care. 
 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE  

2 Sermon Series  

3 
Thanksgiving Services / Give & Take / 

In-Person Worship 

4 
Angel Tree Ministry / Thoughts from Lay Leader 

United Methodist Men 

5 Reconciling Discernment Team / Church Trivia 

6-7 Community Information 

8 Pastor’s Message / Resources Addressing Racism 

9 Helping Our Kids through Stressful Times 

10 Christ for All Peoples / Radical Prayer 

11 Mission News - Homecoming Project 

12 Thanksgivings / Thank You 

13 Prayer Requests 

14 Prayer Requests 

15 Birthdays & Anniversaries / Wall of Thanks 

16 Prayer Before Starting Work / Trivia Answers 

All Church buildings are closed 

unless specified otherwise. 

 Our Mission/Vision is to 

 learn and grow in Jesus Christ to 

 serve others and transform lives 

 here, across the street and around 

 the world. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4YPADou3_eKu49jLd2zQ3g?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4YPADou3_eKu49jLd2zQ3g?view_as=subscriber
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Sermon Series – Live Streamed on Internet 
In November we finish our sermon series on The Exodus, engage in several 

sermons around the topic of Stewardship and enter into the season of Advent. 

Stewardship is what we do with what God gives us, i.e. what we do with our 

life. Advent is the season of preparation for Christmas but also calls us to 

anticipate the final victorious reign of Christ and to invite him to reign in our 

hearts today.  

November 1 

“God Who Cares About Us All”, Deuteronomy 34: 1-12; Psalm 116 

All Saints’ Sunday: We remember all who have died in the past year – 

especially those of our own community.  

Stewardship Celebration: We ponder our plan for giving in 2021, celebration 

how Christ’s ministry continues through our church and give thanks for God’s generosity toward us.  

Deuteronomy describes, in a poignant way, the death of Moses. Apparently, God attends his death and 

personally buries him! Psalm 116: 15 extends that same love and care to each of us. In an era of mass death 

from a pandemic, still God cares for each and every one of God’s children. How that is possible is beyond us, 

but on this day, we remember that God cares for us all and lift up all who have died and all who mourn.  

November 8 - Organ & Tissue Donor Sunday/Stewardship Sunday 

“Planning for the Unknown”, Matthew 6: 25-34  

We may not yet have a clear result from our recent Presidential election. The future of our country may be 

unclear. The truth is we NEVER know what the future holds. Yet, we are challenged by Christian Stewardship 

to make a plan for giving to Christ’s ministry. The truth is ANY plan we make is based in trust… trust that our 

assumptions will come to pass, trust that the government won’t collapse, that our investments won’t fail, etc. 

We plan as an act of faith, trusting in God. We also make plans for the unforeseen. In marking our license as an 

organ or tissue donor we are making a plan to help others with the gift of life when our life ends. So, Jesus, in 

Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount, urges us not to be anxious about the future. 

November 15 - Christ for All Peoples Sunday 

“Homecoming Project” – Executive Director, Guest Speaker, Mark 2: 1-12 

We will learn about this ministry in Bel Air to women seeking to overcome addiction and get their lives back. 

The God of Second Chances is also the God of healing. Jesus heals folk, but we can help.  

November 22 - Christ the King/Thanksgiving/Commitment Sunday 

We celebrate Jesus’ reign over all, express our gratitude to God for our blessings and make commitments for 

supporting Christ’s ministry in 2021. 

“Why We Give”, Psalm 100, Habakkuk 3: 17-18, Philippians 2: 5-13 

Habakkuk, the honest prophet who challenges God for the hard times his people are experiencing, ends his book 

with a striking statement of faith in God even when hard times come. We respond to the challenge of 

stewardship out of gratitude for what God has done for us. The Apostle Paul points out that Christ has given 

himself up for us… and ultimately becomes King of the universe! We give because God has given to us. 

In Advent we’ll engage in a short series of sermons around names or titles used for Jesus the Christ. Who is it, 

exactly, whose birth we celebrate at Christmas?  What do these names or titles tell us about the nature of God in 

Christ? Who is it that we are called to welcome into our hearts and lives? 

November 29 - Advent I; United Methodist Student Day 

We celebrate our college students and the gift of learning. 

“Son of Man”, Mark 13: 24-37 

There is urgency in this passage. What is it that causes us to be urgent? Preparing for the holidays? Dealing with 

the pandemic? What does the Son of Man say to us? 
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Thanksgiving Service 
The Community Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service will be at 7 p.m. on 

Tuesday, November 24 in-person at Hopewell UMC, 3600 Level Village 

Road.  Offerings support Susquehanna Ministerium and non-perishable 

food donations will go to Grace Place feeding ministry.  Masks and 

physical distancing is necessary.  To reserve a seat, call 410-914-5276. 

 

 

Give & Take 
There are two drop boxes located outside the Church Office. The large blue bin is for things coming to us like 

food donations (it is checked often) and the small box has Upper Room magazines, Advent devotionals, and 

Church Directories for you to take.  Please take as many as you need and it will be re-filled. 

 

 

In-Person Worship Begins November 22 
Our Reuniting Safely 2020 Taskforce aims to resume in-person worship at 11:15 a.m. on November 22.  This 

will require some new safety habits: 

 Reservations must be made with Church Office – 410-939-2464 (leave a message to include your name, 

phone number &/or email address). Please let us know if you can be seated in the gallery (we have more 

safe seating in the gallery than on the main floor). 

 All of us attending will be ushered to our seats and physical distance must be maintained between us 

unless we are sharing a home.  We will not be able to crowd together in the narthex-lobby-welcome 

center. 

 Entry to the sanctuary will be from the front doors only.  Seating will be from front to back. Exiting, 

directed by the ushers, will be from the back to the front. 

 Greeting will be without touch (air high-fives, waving, bowing, air hugs are all okay). 

 All of us must wear masks to protect each other. 

 It will be a modified service, without singing, bulletins or pew cushions. Prayers will be projected on the 

screen. 

 Dropboxes or plates will be provided for offerings or they may be mailed or sent in other ways. 

 If lavatories must be used there will be directions for how to sanitize them after use in simple ways. 

If Covid conditions worsen we will cancel worship if needed. 

We don't want to raise false hopes or expectations: This worship experience will NOT be the same as we had 

before Covid. We will not be able to sing or sit in our usual places. 

If you are unable to wear a mask, are ill or are caring for an ill person at home, please attend worship on-line 

through Facebook Live at 10 a.m. (accessible through our church website without being a FB member) or watch 

it later via Facebook or Youtube (closed captioned) via the church's website. 

We will continue to offer on-line worship and our Adult Sunday School Class will shift to 9 a.m. on November 

22 to accommodate the 11:15 worship. 

Please pray for our Reuniting Safely 2020 Taskforce.  They've been meeting almost every 2 weeks since August 

and continue to work to help us worship and do ministry together safely. 

This is a marathon not a sprint! Covid is not weary though we may be! 
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Angel Tree Christmas Ministry  

This will be done differently this year for health and safety reasons.  Gift tags 

may be taken from the glass door to the Sanctuary under the breezeway near 

the Church Office.  Gifts may be dropped off (unwrapped with the gift tag 

attached) at the Church Office (9 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., Monday-Friday).  Financial 

donations may be made by writing checks to Havre de Grace United 

Methodist Church and putting "Angel Tree" on the memo line.  This ministry 

provided gifts to families of elementary school students attending Havre de 

Grace schools. 

 

 

Thoughts from our Lay Leader 
Submitted by Pat with Blessing and Peace 

Well, we're almost there!  We're hoping to re-open the sanctuary for in-person worship on November 22 at 

11:15 a.m.  There will be seating for approximately 100 persons.  To maintain social distancing, these 100 seats 

will be divided between the balcony and the lower level.  Masks will be required.  Folk will be escorted to seats 

with an usher, again, to assure social distancing.  Reservations will be needed so that no one is turned away due 

to the limited seating capacity.  Pastor Norman will continue Facebook Live services at 10 a.m.  For further 

details, please read Pastor Norman's weekend updates. 

The Reconciling Team will soon be meeting with our middle/high school students.  We will then be able to 

move onto the vote as to whether or not HdG UMC will become a Reconciling Congregation.  Lydia has written 

a beautiful summary of our progress so far with a hint of what we are to consider next.  Please find her article 

on the following page in this edition of The VISITOR. 

The 2020 Annual Conference of the Baltimore-Washington Conference continues.  On November 12, from 9 

a.m. to 12 noon will be the Laity Session via ZOOM.  It is open to ALL laity & clergy this year.  A special 

feature will be an immersive experience by Fear + less Dialogues.  This is a grassroots organization committed 

to creating unique spaces for unlikely partners to hear value in stories and work for change and positive 

transformation in self and others.  One will leave with renewed energy, value the strength and solidarity of an 

inclusive society that embraces all individuals. Register, for free, online: 

  arenaweb.bwcumc.org/default.aspx?page=3439&eventID=5870 

As always, should you have ANY questions, concerns, clarification PLEASE contact me--I am here for YOU.  

 

 

 

United Methodist Men Resume Meetings  
The United Methodist Men have resumed meeting at the Chesapeake Grill and via 

the MS-Team platform on their usual schedule (2nd Saturday each month) 

EXCEPT at 9 a.m. instead of 8 a.m.  Their remaining meetings for 2020 will be:  

November 14 and December 12. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://arenaweb.bwcumc.org/default.aspx?page=3439&eventID=5870
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Reconciling Discernment Team: 

Updates and Food for Thought 
Submitted by Lydia 

Amid the challenges and changes brought on by 2020, the Reconciling Discernment Team reaffirms our 

mission to welcome all individuals into the full life and ministry of the Havre de Grace United Methodist 

Church. In accordance with the statement developed and shared last year, we hope to become a congregation 

that officially welcomes members of the LGBTQ+ community into the fold without judgment or intolerance. 

Following the introduction of the reconciliation statement, the team carried out various tasks to the ends of both 

educating and listening to all segments of the congregation. Throughout the course of Autumn 2019 through 

Winter 2020, two straw polls were administered to all three services in order to gain insight as to current 

thoughts, questions, and concerns on affiliation with the Reconciling Ministries Network. The first poll was 

76% affirmative, the second 83%; the team read and discussed each comment written on these ballots, and two 

educational events were organized and held in response to the most common themes we noticed. In January, we 

welcomed Dr. Carey of Lancaster Seminary to our church to present on the topic “The Bible and Sexuality,” 

and in February, Dr. J. Diamond of NIH visited to present on the topic “Biological Aspects of Homosexuality.” 

Also, members of the Reconciling Discernment Team made visits to the various groups, teams, and committees 

of HdG UMC and engaged in conversation with members to discuss questions and make note of additional 

considerations. 

But, like the rest of life, this progress came to a pause with the onset of COVID-19 in March. The official vote, 

which was entering our radar, has been on hold for months. It is now in these uncertain times that we hope to 

renew our vision of reconciliation, acknowledging injustices and exclusions of marginalized community 

members and committing to a spirit of equity and inclusion. While we remain steadfast in our intention to 

advocate for the LGBTQ+ community, we do not limit our view of justice to this group, but extend it to all 

groups who have faced historic, systemic, and interpersonal exclusion and discrimination. In light of our 

nation’s current climate, we also consider the work that needs to be done to embrace and uplift people of 

minoritized races, cultures, and ethnicities. As we contemplate and reflect on all these matters, we maintain the 

divine will of God as our guide and truth.  

Psalm 67:4 

May the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

 for you rule the peoples with equity 

 and guide the nations of the earth. 

If you wish for further information or conversation with the Reconciling Discernment Team, the members are 

as follows: Keith, Allan, Pat, Sandy, Mikaela, Tina, Lydia, and Peg. 

 

Church Trivia 
1. The UMC did not have a statement on racial justice until 1980. 

 TRUE or FALSE 

 

2. Racism can be found in: 

A. Yourself 

B. Your relationships 

C. Institutions 

D. Cultures 

a. A & D 

b. A, C, D 

c. A, B, C 

d. All of the above   Source: umc.org   Answers on page 15. 
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Community Information  
Community Thanksgiving Dinner will be offered free Thanksgiving Day by delivery (9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.) or 

pick-up (11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.) only, from Havre de Grace Community Center, 100 Lagaret Lane. To help make 

OR deliver meals or to reserve a meal call Don at 410-939-5412 by November 25.  Our Scouts will be helping 

deliver meals. 

Nurse Triage Call Line dedicated to Covid-19 questions is available through University of Maryland Medical 

System.  Call 24/7 for free to 1-888-713-0711 with questions about symptoms we or a loved one are having, 

when to call our personal doctor or other Covid-19 questions.  Operators will get a summary of your need and a 

phone number and within 30 minutes an RN will call back.  Due to high call volume, callers may have to hold 

for an extended time but all calls will be answered. 

Feeling stressed, lonely or upset?  For mental health here are some resources: 

  *Lonely? Call 211 or visit 211MD.org 

  *Upset? Call 1-1800-985-5990 or text TalkWithUs to 66746 

  *Stressed? Text TALK to 741741 

*Emotional Health Crisis Line: 1-866-342-6892 

*Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 1-800-273-8255 

*Optum Public Crisis Line: 1-866-342-6892 

Red Cross needs blood! Many blood drives have been canceled due to Covid-19.  The need for blood 

continues.  Please go to redcrossblood.org, enter your zip code to find a site close-by and to make an 

appointment. 

The Covid-19 Pandemic is being used to work fraud. We are advised to ignore offers of a vaccine or cure for 

Covid-19; they are false. CDC may call for information but will not act ask for insurance or financial 

information. We are advised not to give out our Medicare or Social Security number or other personal 

information to unsolicited calls, texts, emails or home visitors.  For more help contact our local Senior Medicare 

Patrol (SMP) at 1-877-808-2468 or got to www.smpresource.org. 

Many resources for dealing with the Covid-19 Pandemic and its effects are available on our Baltimore-

Washington Conference website. Go to www.bwcumc.org. 

Wondering what we can do to support our local patients or health care providers? Messages of support and 

prayer to feed their souls & spirit may be sent to uchmarketing@umm.edu.  If the message is for staff, please 

put "A Message for the Hero Team" in the subject heading.  If it's for patients, put "A Message to the Patients." 

Children are encouraged to draw and upload pictures and messages.  Thank you from Upper Chesapeake Health 

for feeding the staff's bodies and showering them with prayers, masks and hospitality! 

If you know of folk who need a job, especially due to job loss from the Covid-19 Pandemic, please let them 

know Susquehanna Workforce Network offers free help finding work including job openings, job search 

techniques, interview prep, re-training, resume prep.  Call 443-866-9161 in Harford County or 443-466-1309 in 

Cecil County. Our own Kim is in charge of this great program! 

Habitat for Humanity Seeks AmeriCorps Members for their Construction team.  Not sure what to do after 

graduating high school or college? Plans fouled up by Covid Pandemic? Why not take a year to serve others? 

Habitat Susquehanna is looking for individuals to join its AmeriCorps construction team.  AmeriCorps is a 10-

month long service experience serving on our build sites learning the construction trade and supervising 

volunteers.  Habitat has good safety precautions in place all the time but especially for Covid-19.  AmeriCorps 

offers a modest stipend as well as an education award for completion of the program. No previous construction 

experience is needed. If you are interested in learning more about the program, contact Habitat for Humanity. 

 

Join the group on September 13 & 27 

10 a.m.-12 p.m. at 

Concord Point Coffee House. 

http://211md.org/
http://redcrossblood.org/
http://www.smpresource.org/
http://www.bwcumc.org/
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Community Information (continued) 

UM Upper Chesapeake Health has many classes and support groups meeting virtually, including car seat 

checkups.  Simply go to:  umms.org/uch/community/events to survey their offerings. 

 

Free Diabetes Prevention Classes Are Forming Now. Healthlink is offering the Diabetes Prevention Program 

in 2 modes of delivery (participants choose 1 for the duration of the 12-month program). Same content, 

different delivery methods to accommodate a variety of needs in the community.  This program focuses on 

lifestyle changes that include calorie reduction and increasing physical activity to at least 150 minutes per week.  

Call Healthlink at 800-515-0044 to register.  There has been evidence that the results of this structured lifestyle 

change program showed participants achieved weight loss of 5 to 7 percent of their body weight (10 to 14 

pounds for a person weighing 200 pounds), and reduced risk of developing type 2 diabetes by 58% in adults at 

high risk for the disease.  The delivery methods are: (1) Online: independent learning using a website or 

phone app. Participant gets automated weekly then monthly education modules, and is responsible for logging 

in and reviewing the material at any time, day or night, during that week. He or she then follows up with his or 

her Lifestyle Coaches through the site’s chat/newsfeed and email by week’s end. Participant also can interact 

within a small community group for additional support. Zoom meetings will be offered as an option for even 

more support. (2) Virtual: this format uses the Zoom meeting platform where a small group of participants meet 

within the same virtual space. Regular weekly then monthly meetings are held (always the same day of the 

week and time).  The year-long, 1 hour classes are scheduled as follow: Weekly for weeks 1-16; Bi-weekly for 

weeks 17-20; and Monthly for weeks 21-26 

 

Good Samaritan Ministry Food Pantry of St. Joan of Arc is open for 

business.  Saturdays only, 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. at 215 South Law 

Street, Aberdeen.  Call 410-272-4535 option 3 for more information.  

The Good Samaritan Ministry assists those in need and strives to renew 

and adapt to the changing conditions of the parish area.  They support 

the homeless, the hungry, the temporarily unemployed, and frail elderly 

with food, shelter, utilities, prescriptions, and personal hygiene products.  

They can also identify additional community resources for help with 

other needs as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Visitor is published monthly by 

Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

101 South Union Avenue 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078 

     410-939-2464 (phone)  E-Mail:  hdgumc@verizon.net 

     443-502-2651 (fax)  Webpage:  www.hdgumc.org 

Pastor Norman, Pastor/Editor 

Tammy, Compositor 

Christine, Publisher 

Juliette, Webmaster 

Ashley, Facebook 

All newsletter contributions should be left in the Church Office in the box marked for The Visitor or  

e-mailed to the Church Office.   

Deadline for submission of items is the 2nd Sunday of the month by 10:30 a.m. preceding publication.   

Anything received after that date will be placed in the next month’s newsletter.   

The editors reserve the right to edit for content and space.   

We welcome your suggestions and contributions for The Visitor. 

 

http://umms.org/uch/community/events
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Gratitude in Tough Times 
Though the fig tree does not blossom, and no fruit is on the vine; though 

the produce of the olive fails, and the fields yield no food; though the 

flock is cut off from the fold, and there is no herd in the stalls, yet I will 

rejoice in the Lord; I will exult in the God of my salvation. – Habakkuk 3: 

17-18 

Dear Fellow Disciples: 

This year the month of November seems very unsettled. The lack of rain 

in mid-summer impacted the crops so that farmers were field-chopping corn for silage in early August 

because it was clear it wouldn’t produce much grain. It is unclear how much the remaining stands of 

corn and soybeans will produce.  

The election now ahead of us will likely not be decided on Election Day and may remain unsettled for 

some time. Over everything hangs the pall of the Covid-19 Pandemic which will curtail Thanksgiving 

Day plans for many families and continue to threaten spreading infection.  

All of this tends to create a level of anxiety in us and our society. Folk, who are usually quite mild-

mannered can be a little snappish. Others who are usually confident may seem unsure of themselves. 

Those are usually outgoing and friendly may seem quiet and withdrawn. We hope, as Abraham Lincoln 

said in his First Inaugural Address, that the “better angels of our nature” will prevail. In honesty, 

however, we are inclined to complain this November rather than celebrate, to grumble rather than give 

thanks, to ponder what could have been rather than what is, to think about what we are missing rather 

than what we have.   

Gratitude, however, is more of an attitude than a response to plenty, ease or security. The prophet 

Habakkuk lived in a rough season. His nation was hard pressed by outside enemies and endangered 

within by corruption, injustice and the neglect of God’s ways. So, he begins his book with harsh and 

challenging words for God! “Why are allowing this to happen?” is his cry. Yet, near the end of his 

writing is the passage above. What a great statement of faith it is! 

In vivid language he depicts utter disaster in an agrarian society. Plants and animals have all failed to 

thrive. There seems to be no fertility anywhere in the land! Yet, he says he will rejoice in God – the 

hope of his salvation. 

Even in the hardest of times we have blessings we can count. Even on the toughest days we can be 

grateful for what we have. Even in the grimmest places we can be thankful for our salvation in Jesus 

Christ. Many who have traveled as Volunteers in Mission have returned noting how joyful the poor 

people with whom they serve seem to be! They seem to have an “attitude of gratitude.” 

As we prepare to mark Thanksgiving Day in whatever way we can this year, may we, too, have an 

“attitude of gratitude” this month and every month.  

       Grace and Peace, 

       Pastor Norman 

 

 

Church Resources Addressing Racism 
Resources for how to be an anti-racist disciple are available from our Baltimore-Washington Conference at 

www.bwcumc.org. 

http://www.bwcumc.org/
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Helping our Kids through Stressful Times 
Submitted by Pat 

We have talked about dealing with the emotions of adults during this crazy time of COVID.  This is an article talking 

about helping our children with their emotions during stressful times.  What looks like a happy child on the outside may 

be quite different on the inside.  The article was written by The Rev. Leanne Hadley who has spent her career working in 

children's ministry. 

I was attending our online Sunday School class for first through fifth graders. The kids got on the conference call happy, 

waving hello to each other with smiles on their faces! As usual, their energy was great and it took us a few minutes to help 

them settle and focus! I thought to myself, “My, these kids have really adjusted so well to COVID-19, the racial tensions, 

the upcoming election stresses, home school and wearing masks!” Outwardly, these kids looked as happy and carefree as 

ever! 

The teacher, Janet, invited the kids to take a deep breath, and another and another and as she lit a small candle, she invited 

them to type into the chat box anything they needed prayers for. The scroll of prayer concerns began: COVID, getting 

sick, COVID, my grandmother getting ill, COVID. We were all reminded that kids are good at masking their feelings 

under smiles, play and silliness. 

How can we help our kids through this time? I invite you to begin using a simple healing ritual at least once a week at 

home with your child. (This can certainly be used by Christian Educators and pastors with groups of children as well.) 

This healing ritual will help them acknowledge their stress and discover positive ways to express themselves followed by 

a time of stillness in the presence of God. 

You will need a few items for this ritual: A can of unopened soda pop, a candle and lighter and your finger! 

The Healing Ritual Part One: Acknowledging our stress 

Sit down with your child and start shaking the pop can! This will definitely “get their attention! And when they ask you 

about it, say, “This pop can is you and this pop can is me! And we have been shaken! Each bubble in this can is a feeling 

we are having. Let’s see if we can name the bubbles in our pop can! Because, do you know what will happen if we don’t 

let our bubbles out? This can will explode! When we don’t let our feelings out, they grow and we explode (we say things 

we wish we hadn’t, we yell at the people we love, and we might even hit someone or throw something and hurt 

someone!). So, let’s name our feelings right now and get them out of our can.  Spend some time naming your feelings. 

And then you and your child should spend a few minutes thinking of some ways you might get your bubbles out of your 

cans. Things like: kick a ball, go for a walk, dance, sing, write in a journal, paint or draw a picture. Choose one activity to 

do regularly for the next week. Promise each other that you will do this activity during the coming week. 

Part Two: Be still 

After your child and you share time together identifying your feelings, and coming up with ways to express them, light the 

candle. Candle light is calming and kids are universally drawn to it. Light the candle and ask your child to sit with you in 

its light, breathing in and out the love of God for 1 minute. After a minute, invite your child to blow out the candle, and 

hug them! 

Part Three: Bless them 

"For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them." Jesus, Matthew 18:20 (NIV)  A blessing is a time 

where you look your child in the eye and tell them that they are strong, that they are resilient, that you know that they are 

trying their best and that God is always with them! Then, using your finger, make a symbol (a heart or cross) on your 

child’s hand or forehead as a reminder of God’s love for them! 

Does this sound too easy? 

It is a very simple ritual and an extremely healing ritual for children. The only difficult part of this ritual is that the adult 

who is guiding it must also share their authentic feelings. It is a shared ritual between adults and children.  Let’s face it, 

we are all stressed out right now and none of us wants to be interrogated about how we are doing. Kids resist being 

quizzed or pushed to share their deepest feelings as much as adults do. So instead, let’s gather, share, light a candle, breath 

together, bless each other and trust, that where two or more are gathered, there God and God’s healing touch will be! 

Ritual is a gift. It is my prayer that this healing ritual will become a regular part of your home prayer life and that, through 

it, you will find the strength and hope only God can truly bring us in uncertain times! 
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Christ for All Peoples 
Submitted by Linda  

Every November our church celebrates Christ for All Peoples.  This is the time where we recognize the various 

Missions that our church has participated in and supported.  Havre de Grace United Methodist Church has been 

able to be a very benevolent church due to a very generous congregation.  A small percentage of the church’s 

donations are assigned to the Missions Team where we have a list of active needy organizations “here, across 

the street and around the world”.  This includes missions in Harford County (Alpha’s Glory Pregnancy 

Resource Center, Welcome One Shelter in Riverside, Day Shelter at New Hope Fellowship UMC in Edgewood, 

Susquehanna Habitat for Humanity, Homecoming Project in Bel Air for women in addiction recovery, Anna’s 

House-a shelter for victims of domestic abuse, Harford Family House and Hope for the Homeless Alliance 

(Emergency Rotating Shelter).  In Baltimore City we support Helping Up Mission and Manna House which 

assist those who are homeless and in need of guidance.  We also support the Kairos Prison Ministry in 

Maryland’s prison system.  Other states in which we have provided assistance are Virginia, West Virginia, and 

Pennsylvania (where we have sent our Summer Mission Teams).  We also provide support in Kentucky where 

we assist Red Bird Mission that does education and social work, improving lives in Appalachia; and in South 

Dakota where we give financial aid to Tree of Life which is on the reservation of the Rosebud Sioux Nation.  

We also help the Children of Zion Village which cares for and educates orphans in Namibia, Southern Africa.  

Some of you may have sponsored a child or cottage there.  There is a Methodist Hospital in the middle of Africa 

(Ganta) where they care for the medical needs of those who travel many distances to find medical services. We 

assist them through support of Dr. Willicor, Medical Director.  We support missionaries who have an outreach 

for Chinese college students here in the US where they provide hospitality.  These students go back to China to 

share the Gospel.  In Estonia we provide assistance with the salary of Pastor Vladimir at Grace United 

Methodist Church.  We also support the Butlers who are Missionaries in Asia Minor working among ex-patriot 

Iranian people sharing the word of God.  

Through our support of Blanket Sunday we are present in many other states and nations following recent fires, 

flooding, tornados, hurricanes, storms and civil unrest. 

We strive to introduce and strengthen the people in these areas in God’s Love.  God wants us to be his disciples 

and go out into the world to spread the good news of Jesus Christ.  By supporting these missions, we are 

helping to spread God’s word and, in many cases, rescuing lives. 

As part of our church’s celebration, Tom and Niki usually hang flags of the various states and countries in our 

sanctuary. 

On November 15 we will be celebrating Christ for All Peoples and have a guest speaker from Homecoming 

Project, Inc., a house for women in Bel Air who are recovering from drug addiction. 

We hope you are able to view worship and learn more about Homecoming Project, Inc. on Sunday, November 

15 via Facebook or YouTube.  We are all so very blessed to be able to share God’s Love and our resources with 

those in need! 

 

 

Radical Prayer 
“Holy Spirit, if this is right for me, let it become more firmly rooted and established in my life.  If this is wrong 

for me, let it become less important to me, and let it be increasingly removed from my life.” 

Warning from author: Don’t use this prayer lightly, for it is always answered; perhaps in surprising ways.  

(Source:  Prayer, Stress, and Our Inner Wounds, by Flora Slosson Wuellner). 
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Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 
“Blessed to be a blessing….reaching the unreached” 

“God has blessed us so that we might make his will known to all people  

that all people may praise God”  Psalm 67:1-3  

Here, across the street, and around the world 
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Homecoming Project Inc. – A Halfway House for 

Women Coming out of a Substance Abuse Program 
Submitted by Linda  

Homecoming Project, Inc. is a state certified 8-bedroom “home” in Bel Air that is a non-profit 

recovery facility (halfway house) for women that has been around for more than 14 years.  

Women live in a supportive, healing environment designed to strengthen and empower them 

for their return as fully functioning members of society after homelessness, alcohol and/or 

substance abuse. 

The women who go to Homecoming must be substance-free and have completed substance 

abuse treatment.  They can stay at this home for a period of 9 months to a year.  In this 

environment, they participate in a customized treatment plan to help manage addiction issues, 

re-establish family responsibilities, learn financial literacy, obtain counseling, and improve 

emotional and physical health.  Many of these women obtain meaningful employment and get 

their lives “back on track”. 

Under the guidance of the Founder and Executive Director, these women participate in daily 

living activities i.e., cleaning, laundry, meal preparation and are responsible members of a 

“family”.  The Recovery and Life skills are facilitated by a trained relapse specialist.  They 

may need to finish their high school education, learn how to take care of their child or work 

on a broken family relationship.   

Addiction is a disease that impacts the entire family.  Every effort is made to ensure that these 

women reconnect with their families, providing that the families are healthy enough to be 

involved in the recovery process. 

Each resident also participates in outpatient counseling in order to address individualized 

challenges with co-occurring disorders, codependency and unsolved grief and trauma. 

Alcoholics and Narcotics Anonymous have proven themselves to be vital tools for the addict 

on her effort to obtain and maintain sobriety. They model their program from the principles 

taught in Alcoholics Anonymous, such as honesty, willingness and acceptance.  Homecoming 

Project requires the residents to attend one meeting daily for 90 days.  The women are also 

expected to connect with a sponsor and begin working the 12 steps with their sponsor’s 

guidance. 

Homecoming can boast of having an 80% success rate which is rare in any recovery program.  

They stay with their clients after graduation and continue support to let them know they can 

call before they make the wrong choice and they also can learn to give back. 

If you wish to learn more about Homecoming Project, Inc., visit 

www.homecomingrecovery.org.  They would welcome any volunteer assistance or financial 

donations. 

 

God is good all the time.  All the time, God is good. 
 

http://www.homecomingrecovery.org/
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Thanksgivings 
Society of Saint Andrew, a food ministry that gleans food left in the fields by the pickers for good use, was 

recognized in the The New York Times and The Washington Post for their generosity and support to those who 

would have gone hungry during the pandemic. SoSA was started, in part, by a UM pastor in Virginia and is one 

of the missions we support.  

Linda has been named Vice-Chair of the Board for Children of Zion Village. We will keep her in our prayers as 

she serves in this important role.  

Linda was honored by the VA for volunteering 300 hours in 2019 at Perry Point. In a "royal" drive-through 

recognition ceremony she was presented with her own crown! Thanks for living out your discipleship in this 

way! 

 

 

 

Thank You 
Thank you to all who volunteered to offer assistance at the yard sale hosted on October 

4th by Patricia and Ron at their home in North East, Maryland.  Efforts at selling some of the items are 

continuing.  All gains from sales will benefit our church in general.  The United Methodist Women were asked 

to help, and many thanks to Barbara, Karen, Tammy, Sandra, and JoAnn.  Patricia and Ron deserve much 

thanks for their efforts in making the event successful. 
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Please contact the Church Office at 410-939-2464 to add or remove persons from the Prayer List below. 

 
Connie 

Ian  

Catherine 

Mike  

Cathy 

Vern  

Janet  

Byron 

Cathy  

Sue  

Natalia 

Karen  

Karen  

Patricia 

Ron  

MaryEllen 

Karol Ann  

Jacob  

Suzie  

Grace 

Laurie  

Cole  

Mary 

Janet 

Dennis 

Lois  

Lewis 

Jimmy 

Mark  

Tommy 

Rosemary 

Matt  

Jim  

Catherine 

John  

Nick  

Haley 

Bonnie 

Rayma 

Trudy 

Edna  

Gerald 

Jack  

Tom  

Carrie 

Patty  

John  

Shawn 

Brandon 

James  

Rob 

Thelma 

Daniel  

Gwen  

Carl  

Susan & Mike 

Bob  

David & Judy 

Ivan & Linda  

Jane  

 

Art 

Barbara 

Debbie 

Edna & family 

Jane 

Jen 

JR 

Lisa 

Mary 

Paula 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Responders 

All Missionaries – Butlers 

Family Unity 

Drug free community 

Those who are grieving 

Our country and leaders 

Veterans 

Victims with serious diseases 

The United Methodist Church 

Reconciling Team 

All who are battling COVID-19 

An end to racism 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Birthdays  

November 

Meghan ..............................................2 

Rick ....................................................4 

Joseph .................................................17 

Sarah ..................................................18 

Alice ...................................................19 

Morgan ...............................................24 

Russ ....................................................25 

 

December 

Debbie ................................................2 

Julie ....................................................5 

Casey ..................................................6 

Karole .................................................7 

Dennis ................................................9 

Patricia ...............................................13 

Doug ...................................................13 

Shelly .................................................14 

Meghan ..............................................14 

Jerry....................................................17 

Margaret .............................................18 

Jeff......................................................19 

Charles ...............................................21 

Kylie ...................................................21 

Tack....................................................22 

Madelyn .............................................23 

Paul ....................................................23 

Melinda ..............................................26 

Ruth ....................................................26 

Katie ...................................................27 

Joyce ..................................................27 

Ruth ....................................................27 

Tammy ...............................................30 

David ..................................................30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 

November 

David & Courtney .................................4 

Frank & Becci .......................................5 

Dennis & Bonnie...................................23 

 

 

Have You 

Submitted Your 

Name and Date? 

If you would like 

your name included, 

please contact the 

church office with the 

date of your birthday 

and/or anniversary 

and your name.   
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PRAYER BEFORE STARTING WORK 

My Heavenly Father, as I enter this work place, 

I bring Your presence with me. 

I speak Your peace, Your grace, Your mercy, 

and Your perfect order into this office. 

I acknowledge Your power over all that will be 

spoken, thought, decided, and done within these walls. 

Lord, I thank You for the gifts You have blessed me with. 

I commit to using them responsibly in Your honor. 

Give me a fresh supply of strength to do my job. 

Anoint my projects, ideas, and energy,  

so that even my smallest accomplishment 

may bring You glory. 

Lord, when I am confused, guide me. 

When I am weary, energize me. 

When I am burned out, infuse me with the light of the Holy Spirit 

May the work that I do and the way I do it bring faith, joy, 

and a smile to all that I come in contact with today.  

And oh Lord, 

when I leave this place, give me traveling mercy. 

Bless my family and home to be in order as I left it. 

Lord, I thank you for everything You've done, 

everything You're doing, and everything You're going to do. 

In the Name of Jesus I pray, with much love and Thanksgiving. 

Amen. 
 

 

Church Trivia Answers 
Question 1 - Answer: True - In 1968 when the Evangelical United Brethren (EUB) combined with The 

Methodist Church, the EUB insisted that the Methodist's Central Jurisdiction, which at that time included all the 

African-American clergy, bishops, members etc be disbanded and brought in with the other Conferences.  After 

that there were no statements or policies concerning racial justice until 1978 when the UMW wrote The Charter 

for Racial Justice.  It was adopted by General Conference in 1980 and has been renewed every eight years 

since. 

Question 2 - Answer: D, All of the above.  Racism can be found in yourself, your relationships, institutions 

where folk may be denied positions of leadership/decision making, and cultures where one group may set the 

"norm" for everyone and the values we pursue reflect a rejection of difference & diversity. 
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Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

101 South Union Avenue 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078-3007 

 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       [     ] 

 

 

 

 

       [     ] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for worship. 

 

Schedule 
 

   10:00 a.m. Worship via Facebook Live-stream 
    

For all other program information, 

please phone 410-939-2464. 
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