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Stay Connected – Watch 

Sunday Worship at Home 
In keeping with health recommendations to slow the 

spread of Covid-19, we are keeping the sanctuary 

closed to physical contact.  

Worship will still be offered at 10 a.m. on Sundays 

via Facebook Live-streaming. You do not need 

Facebook to view it. Go to our website 

www.hdgumc.org and use the Facebook link.  If it 

asks you to join Facebook, look for the "Not Now" 

button near the bottom of the page and click it. 

Then look for the pictures of worship and click on 

one of them to see that service. 

A video of each service is also posted on YouTube, 

usually by noon the same day. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4YPADou3_

eKu49jLd2zQ3g?view_as=subscriber 

YouTube videos are close captioned. 

 

Continued Support 
We recognize that this is not only a health and 

spiritual crisis, but is also an economic crisis for some.  

If you are able and wish to continue your support of 

Christ's ministry through our church as we work 

through this crisis, there are several options: 

1) Gifts may be mailed to or dropped off at the church 

office via the mail slot in the door; 

2) Some donors have found bill-pay options offered 

by their bank convenient, and 

3) We have an on-line donation option on our website. 

Regardless, we will be here seeking to serve others 

and transform lives in Jesus' name by providing 

spiritual care. 
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All Church buildings 

are closed 

until further notice. 

 Our Mission/Vision is to 

 learn and grow in Jesus Christ to 

 serve others and transform lives 

 here, across the street and around 

 the world. 

 

Office will be closed September 7 

for Labor Day holiday. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4YPADou3_eKu49jLd2zQ3g?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4YPADou3_eKu49jLd2zQ3g?view_as=subscriber
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Sermon Series – Live Streamed on Internet 
Summer-Fall Sermon Series: “Bible Stories Strange and Wonderful” 

There are some Bible stories that are just strange to us! Coming out of another 

time and culture they may seem unintelligible. Some of these passages have 

been confusing and controversial for the church for centuries. When we dig into 

them a bit, however, we often discover a message of God’s grace. For a while 

this summer we will be wrestling with Bible stories both strange and wonderful.   

 

September 6 – Labor Sunday: We honor those who work to keep us alive, fed, 

safe and healthy; we remember those in need of work; we re-dedicate ourselves 

to justice in the workplace. 

Celebration of the Wesleyan Love Feast; Celebration of Confirmation 

―In the Meantime…‖ Luke 19: 11-27 
In between Jesus’ encounter with Zacchaeus and triumphant entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, Luke places 

the Parable of the Pounds. Compared to Matthew’s Parable of the Talents this version is violent – influenced, 

perhaps by the experience of the Early Church at the hands of Herod Archelaus and their increasing experience 

of persecution. This gives it an apocalyptic tone. Christ has not returned and may not for a long while yet. We 

still, however, have things to do to live out our faith in the present age. We are not to sit around and just wait! 

And God has invested in us and is willing to invest in us even more – is willing to invest in us greatly, in fact! 

So, this Labor Sunday it is good to ponder, what we are doing with God’s investment and our time? 

 

September 13 – Christian Education Sunday 

―What’s the Bible for Anyway?‖ Genesis 2: 4b-9, 15-25 

Re-dedication of Teachers & Leaders; Celebration of Confirmation  
Genesis offers us to Creation stories – one that’s very lofty and one that’s kind of folksy. Neither one seems to 

match what science tells us about the origins of the universe or of life on Earth. Yet, as Christians we make a 

claim to absolute truth in God. So, we must choose Science or Faith, right? Or is there a difference between 

Truth and Fact? What’s the Bible for Anyway? What do we go to it to learn? In this age when so much is called 

into question by leaders as ―Fake News‖ it is good for us to focus on the ―Good News‖ of God’s generosity and 

love.  

 

September 20 

―Wrestling with God‖ Genesis 32: 3-13; 20b-31 
After cheating an astounding array of people in his own family, Jacob must face his brother, Esau, and their 

shared past. Jacob is frightened. At night he wrestles with a mysterious figure in the dark. Is this his conscience? 

An angel? God? Jacob comes away a changed man – permanently injured but with a new name and a new 

identity – ―one who strives with God.‖ Healing happens and he now has a new relationship with God… and his 

brother.  

 

September 27 

―When Hard Times Come‖ Daniel 3: 1-30 
Daniel was written during a time of oppression for the Jews to encourage their faithfulness to God. Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego speak truth to power. This is not appreciated. They are thrown into a fiery furnace and a 

mysterious fourth figure appears with them. Ultimately, they are rescued by God. Theirs is a true faith, however, 

for it does not depend on their rescue at all! In our times of struggle, their example challenges and encourages us 

to trust in God’s love of us – even if the problems we face don’t get fixed! 

***For this service we are invited to have musical instruments or noise-makers handy for the scripture reading. 

The lesson mentions the ―lyre, trigon and harp‖ which are all stringed instruments. So, a guitar, if handy, would 

be good. The lesson also mentions ―horn.‖ So, a trumpet, car horn or similar item would work. It mentions 

―pipe.‖ So, a flute, recorder, kazoo or paper towel roll would work. And it mentions the ―drum.‖ So, drums, 

cowbell or wooden spoons on pots and pans would be good.  
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GriefShare 
Our GriefShare facilitators, for health & safety issues, have decided not to resume in-person GriefShare 

groups at this time, BUT THERE IS HELP AND HOPE! 

GriefShare is offered online!  Simply go to GriefShare.org, insert your zip-code in the Find a Group box and 

a listing of churches appears.  From there choose a church and click on its dates.  You will then send an 

email or call the listed contact person.  He/she will then contact you with the information on how to sign-up 

for the online program.   

 Harford Community Church is meeting online, Sundays at 12 noon.  It runs through September 6. 

(Remember one can join at any time, as one session does not build upon the next.)   

 Pleasant View Baptist Church began meeting online, Mondays at 6 p.m. It runs through November 9. 

 Grace Community Church plans online sessions starting Wednesday, September 2 at 7 p.m.  This 

group will run through December 9. 

 Haven Community Church in North East started in-person sessions, Monday, August 10 at 6:30 p.m. 

running through November 9. 

Remember, God IS with you and Christ WILL walk with you on your journey from grief to joy. 

For further questions please contact the Church Office. 

 

 

 

Adult DVD Bible Study: "Cultures 

in Conflict"  

This study will begin at 7 p.m. on September 15 and run for 5 

weeks via Zoom.  "Cultures in Conflict," narrated by Dr. Ray 

Vander Laan, will be interesting given that we, as people of 

faith, are often living in tension with our culture.  Contact the 

Church Office for details on how to join.  You will need a 

device that allows audio, video and microphone (e.g., 

android/iphone cell phone). 

 

 

Attend Adult Sunday School at 

Home 
Join us at 11 a.m. each Sunday via Zoom to study scripture.  

Contact the Church Office for details on how to join. 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Resources Addressing Racism 
Resources for how to be an anti-racist disciple are available from our Baltimore-Washington Conference at 

www.bwcumc.org. 

http://griefshare.org/
http://www.bwcumc.org/


 

The Visitor   Page 4 

College/Post-High School Students –  

       Contact Information Needed 

We know things are very unusual right now for those planning to continue their education this fall! Some 

will be staying home and learning virtually. Some will be staying away at school. Some will be taking a gap 

year and/or attending HCC either in-person or virtually. We are keen to update our Student List. Please 

contact the Church Office with your email and snail mail address so we can stay in touch. We are keeping 

all our students in our prayers! 

 

 

Vote!  
With a pandemic making things hard it's even more important that we, 

as citizens, vote as part of our Christian civic witness.  If you are not 

yet registered please go to vote.org to register now. 

 

 

Census 2020 
Especially in a crisis like COVID-19, everyone must be counted. Census data affects decisions about 

vaccines, and funding for hospitals and public schools. In Harford County, nearly 3 in 10 households 

haven’t responded. If you’re in one of them, you should know the census is easy and it’s safe. By law, 

information that could identify you can’t be shared with anyone. To take the census, go to 

www.2020Census.gov. 

 

 

Church Trivia 
1. Confirmation is one of the sacred sacraments in The 

United Methodist Church.   True or False 

 

2. A confirmand should be 16 years old since this is 

generally an age one can assume adult responsibilities 

such as driving a car.   True or False 

 

3. Confirmation is the first time a confirmand publicly 

declares his/her intent to live out the vows of the 

baptismal covenant.  Some of the vows we take in the UMC are below.  Which one is incorrect? 

A. Renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of the world and repent of our 

sin. 

B. To accept the freedom and power God gives us to resist evil, injustice and oppression. 

C. To receive and profess the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New 

Testaments. 

D. To profess Jesus Christ as Savior, put our whole trust in his grace and promise to serve him as 

our Lord. 

    Source: umc.org   Answers on page 5. 

 

http://vote.org/
http://www.2020census.gov/
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Thoughts from our Lay Leader 
Submitted by Pat with Blessing and Peace 

Reuniting Safely 2020 continues to meet.  The UMC and our BWC continue to observe one of John 

Wesley's General Rules...DO NO HARM.  Therefore, the Church is being very cautious and conservative 

in the hopes of preserving human life before permitting all churches to re-open.  Even though many of us 

are really missing in-person worship, some say "mourning in-person worship", we must be patient, as we try 

to remain as safe as possible.  As Pastor Norman says, "This is not a sprint but a marathon and 'not yet' does 

not mean 'not ever'". 

September 12 will be the General Session of Annual Conference.  It will be held virtually with virtual 

voting.  The morning session will be the Clergy Session where the Board of Ordained Ministry presents 

their recommendations for persons to be Ordained or Commissioned.  This session is only open to Clergy. 

The afternoon session, starting at 1 p.m. will be the General Session, for clergy and laity, where we will hear 

and vote on the proposed Conference Budget for 2021.  We will also hear and vote on reports from the 

Board of Pensions, Equitable Compensation (recommends the base salary and base housing allowances for 

clergy), the Board of Trustees which will include the names of churches being closed this year, and we will 

confirm all the appointments made by Bishop Easterling that commenced this past July 1. 

I'd like to THANK all those who made masks when this COVID-19 pandemic started and the hospitals were 

short of PPE.  Your masks were given to Chaplain Siegel from UMUCH & HMH for distribution. 

The GriefShare facilitators have decided not to resume in-person groups at this time.  Please see notice on 

page 3 in this VISITOR. 

As always, please feel free to contact the Church Office with any questions, ideas, concerns! 

 

Church Trivia Answers 
Question 1 - Answer: False.  The UMC recognizes only two holy sacraments: Baptism and Communion. 

Question 2 - Answer: False. One's ability and readiness to live into the vows is the key determining factor 

for confirmation, not a particular age. 

Question 3 - Answer: C. To receive and profess the Christian faith as contained in the Old and the New 

Testaments. For those of us of a certain age this language is familiar, however, because it was contained in 

the vows of the Confirmation ritual used until the publishing of our current hymnal in 1989. 

 

Blessing Bundles: Health, Care, and Comfort 
He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. Matthew 5:45b 

French novelist Alphonse Karr wrote, "Some people are always grumbling because roses have thorns; I am thankful 

that thorns have roses."  None of us have perfect circumstances in life.  That's a state reserved for heaven.  But we all 

have the blessings of common grace, and God's children have the blessings that come from being in Christ. 

In His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus told us that God is gracious to all humanity.  Even the most despicable person on 

earth can enjoy a new sunrise every morning and a fresh rain shower in season.  We all have air to breathe and a 

beautiful creation to enjoy.  Christians additionally have all the benefits of grace.  The Bible says: "Blessed be the 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in 

Christ" (Ephesians 1:3). 

Try offering this old prayer: "Lord, thank you that I'm as well off as I am."  God has given you a degree of health, 

care, and comfort.  Focus on your blessings, and learn to thank God for the roses. 

Do all things without grumbling.  Why?  You have a sovereign God who is on your side, who works everything 

together for your good. --John Piper 

Source: Today’s Turning Point with Dr. David Jeremiah, November 16-17, 2013 
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Community Information  
Nurse Triage Call Line dedicated to Covid-19 questions is available through University of Maryland 

Medical System.  Call 24/7 for free to 1-888-713-0711 with questions about symptoms we or a loved one 

are having, when to call our personal doctor or other Covid-19 questions.  Operators will get a summary of 

your need and a phone number and within 30 minutes an RN will call back.  Due to high call volume, 

callers may have to hold for an extended time but all calls will be answered. 

Feeling stressed, lonely or upset?  For mental health here are some resources: 

  *Lonely? Call 211 or visit 211MD.org 

  *Upset? Call 1-1800-985-5990 or text TalkWithUs to 66746 

  *Stressed? Text TALK to 741741 

*Emotional Health Crisis Line: 1-866-342-6892 

*Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 1-800-273-8255 

*Optum Public Crisis Line: 1-866-342-6892 

Red Cross needs blood! Many blood drives have been canceled due to Covid-19.  The need for blood 

continues.  Please go to redcrossblood.org, enter your zip code to find a site close-by and to make an 

appointment. 

The Covid-19 Pandemic is being used to work fraud. We are advised to ignore offers of a vaccine or cure 

for Covid-19; they are false. CDC may call for information but will not act ask for insurance or financial 

information. We are advised not to give out our Medicare or Social Security number or other personal 

information to unsolicited calls, texts, emails or home visitors.  For more help contact our local Senior 

Medicare Patrol (SMP) at 1-877-808-2468 or got to www.smpresource.org. 

Many resources for dealing with the Covid-19 Pandemic and its effects are available on our Baltimore-

Washington Conference website. Go to www.bwcumc.org. 

Wondering what we can do to support our local patients or health care providers? Messages of support 

and prayer to feed their souls & spirit may be sent to uchmarketing@umm.edu.  If the message is for staff, 

please put "A Message for the Hero Team" in the subject heading.  If it's for patients, put "A Message to the 

Patients." Children are encouraged to draw and upload pictures and messages.  Thank you from Upper 

Chesapeake Health for feeding the staff's bodies and showering them with prayers, masks and hospitality! 

If you know of folk who need a job, especially due to job loss from the Covid-19 Pandemic, please let them 

know Susquehanna Workforce Network offers free help finding work including job openings, job 

search techniques, interview prep, re-training, resume prep.  Call 443-866-9161 in Harford County or 443-

466-1309 in Cecil County. Our own Kim is in charge of this great program! 

Habitat for Humanity Seeks AmeriCorps Members for their Construction team.  Not sure what to do 

after graduating high school or college? Plans fouled up by Covid Pandemic? Why not take a year to serve 

others? Habitat Susquehanna is looking for individuals to join its AmeriCorps construction team.  

AmeriCorps is a 10-month long service experience serving on our build sites learning the construction trade 

and supervising volunteers.  Habitat has good safety precautions in place all the time but especially for 

Covid-19.  AmeriCorps offers a modest stipend as well as an education award for completion of the 

program. No previous construction experience is needed. If you are interested in learning more about the 

program, contact Susquehanna Habitat for Humanity at 410-638-4434. 

UM Upper Chesapeake Health has many classes and support groups meeting virtually, including car seat 

checkups.  Simply go to:  umms.org/uch/community/events to survey their offerings. 

 

 

 

Join the group on September 13 & 27 

10 a.m.-12 p.m. at 

Concord Point Coffee House. 

http://211md.org/
http://redcrossblood.org/
http://www.smpresource.org/
http://www.bwcumc.org/
http://umms.org/uch/community/events
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Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 
“Blessed to be a blessing….reaching the unreached” 

―God has blessed us so that we might make his will known to all people  

that all people may praise God‖  Psalm 67:1-3  

Here, across the street, and around the world 

M
IS
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Tree of Life Ministry 
Submitted by Cathey 

As part of our Mission Team and ―across the street‖ support, Havre de Grace United 

Methodist Church donates funds each year to the Tree of Life Ministry, located in 

Mission, South Dakota on the Rosebud Indian Reservation. 

The Rosebud Indian Reservation was established in 1889 after the United States' partition 

of the Great Sioux Reservation.  Created in 1868 by the Treaty of Fort Laramie, the Great 

Sioux Reservation originally covered all of West River, South Dakota (the area west of 

the Missouri River), as well as part of northern Nebraska and eastern Montana. 

Tree of Life Ministry is part of the working hands and feet of God to the Lakota Nation 

residing on the Rosebud Reservation serving body, mind, and soul.  The reservation is 

close to 1,442 square miles and home to about 23,000 people. 

Tree of Life feeds, cloths, shelters, and loves all who are there, whether visitor, resident, 

or volunteer.  They demonstrate His love, power, and grace to a broken, hurting society.  

To the naked eye, the service may look like a handout or a hand-up, however to God it 

may look like an answer to prayer, a much needed witness of love toward salvation. 

Education is very important to those who want to learn and pursue a higher degree.  

Backed by $2.5 million in new federal grant funding, Montana State University, 

Bozeman, Montana offers a full-ride scholarship to American Indian and Alaska Native 

students who enroll in its College of Nursing.  Jeff Wilke, CEO of Worldwide Consumer 

at Amazon, and his wife Liesl Wilke, have been supporters of the American Indian 

College Fund for more than 20 years. Now, the Wilke Family Foundation has given the 

American Indian College Fund’s TCU Computer Science Initiative a $1 million grant to 

promote opportunities for American Indian students pursuing careers in computer science.  

New educational opportunities are opening up for these students. 

As it is with all of America, the Lakota people on the Rosebud Reservation are fighting to 

prevent a COVID-19 health crisis. There are 9,168 positive tests of COVID-19 in the 

State of South Dakota with 137 deaths.  While the Reservation employed highway 

checkpoints for a short time to control outside traffic into their communities, they now 

rely on tribal members’ cooperation with standard prevention practices to contain the 

spread. Tribal leaders say the virus, and measures to fight it, will be a months-long, 

perhaps years-long battle. Despite the mitigation efforts the tribe has put in place, the 

threat of COVID-19 among challenging conditions has the Rosebud Sioux people 

contemplating a long struggle throughout their summer – and plans for how Global 

Volunteers can help them recover in Summer 2021 when – hopefully – the worst is over. 

God is good all the time.  All the time, God is good. 
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Emmanuel – God-with-Us 
God is our refuge and strength, 

a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, 

 though the earth should change, 

 though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 

 though its waters roar and foam, 

 though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

―Be still, and know that I am God!‖ 

I am exalted among the nations,  

I am exalted in the earth.‖  

The LORD of hosts is with us;  

 The God of Jacob is our refuge. 

      --Psalm 46: 1-3, 10-11 

Dear Fellow Disciples: 

September is usually a month of new beginnings – a new school year, a new ministry program year, a new 

Sunday School year. This year it is still a month of new beginnings – in these same areas. This year, 

however, it is new in an extraordinary way! This year we begin all these things under the pall of the Covid-

19 Pandemic. That means this year we start all these new things by doing them in new, and novel, ways! 

And that is difficult.  

It is difficult because everything feels unfamiliar. Everything seems to require learning new skills. And 

much that we enjoyed is simply gone – vanished away – such as, fall sports. Other things have been 

seriously modified. Students starting new schools or new classes will be welcomed or ―on-boarded‖ via 

video-platforms rather than in-person. College students, especially Freshmen, have had to make tough 

choices between going away to school as planned or staying home to learn on-line, between matriculating 

with the school of their choice or a local community college or between attending school now or working 

now and attending school later. 

A couple of years ago I was required to read a book by an experienced pastor about doing ministry in the 

modern era entitled ―Canoeing the Mountains.‖ He uses the Lewis and Clark Expedition (1803-06) as a 

metaphor for ministry today. Meriwether Lewis and William Clark thought they could boat to the source of 

the Missouri River and then portage over the Continental Divide to a tributary of the Columbia River and 

boat down it to the Pacific Ocean. When they got to the headwaters of the Missouri, however, they looked 

out over a vast mountainous terrain. Boats would be of no use. At this point they might have given up and 

turned back. Instead, they hid their boats for the return trip and Sacajawea helped them obtain horses from 

the Shoshone nation of Native Americans. In other words, they shifted their expectations and methods and 

―canoed the mountains.‖  

Suppose, however, that Lewis and Clark had seen a land form they did not recognize at all or that they only 

saw fog and clouds ahead or that they saw mountains that were constantly shifting in size and place like 

waves of the sea! Perhaps that is a better metaphor for what we are experiencing now during this pandemic. 

For they at least knew what mountains were and what horses could do. Some have referred to our current 

experience as requiring ―forced innovation.‖ That seems accurate. Everything we try is really experimental 

and each experiment leads to another – especially as our present reality keeps shifting and changing.  

Some 21-25 centuries ago the psalmist wrote the verses above reminding us of what is stable in the midst of 

all change. The basic point of this psalm is that God is with us in all change. We are not abandoned or 

deserted but accompanied by God. The Incarnation of God in Christ Jesus is the ultimate sign of God’s 

presence. We usually think of this during Advent but one of the names for Jesus the Christ in the Bible is, in 

fact, ―Immanuel‖ which means ―God-with-us.‖ 
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A Word from the Pastor (continued) 

So, in honor of students, teachers and parents and all those who are feeling as though life has become 

incredibly unfamiliar – and, therefore, hard to navigate – I offer this paraphrase of the verses of Psalm 46 

above, and invite you to write your own.   

God is our helper and shelter; 

 and Jesus is always with us. 

So, we can cope 

 even though everything is weird 

 and nothing is as it used to be, 

 even though fall sports are canceled 

 and the stadium, the ballfields and the courts are empty, 

 even though band and drama classes are canceled, 

 even though we are lonely and cannot see our friends 

 or go out to eat or party or to shop. 

For we know God is with us 

 and Jesus loves us no matter what 

 and, ultimately, being loved is what matters. 

So, we know we are not left alone 

 to face this new world 

 filled as it may be with germs and safety measures, 

 on-line learning and Zoom meetings. 

Our God, the One who made us,  

is beside us,  

and Jesus is always our Friend.  

May God bless us all, every one, as we journey this new road. For every day is yesterday’s future and the 

future is, and has always been, unknown – except for the truth that God will be with us in it.  

       Grace and Peace, 

       Pastor Norman 

 

 

Thank You 
Thank you so much for my birthday and Easter cards.  They are much appreciated 

and very thoughtful.  Blessings to all, 

        Sharon 

 

We have some exciting news to relay to you.  The ultrasound machine should arrive sometime between last 

July and early August.  Things are coming together for Alpha’s Glory to be able to offer limited obstetric 

ultrasounds.  There are several last minute tasks like purchase of an exam table and supplies and cleaning 

the baby supplies out of the exam room.  How exciting to see something we have been working towards for 

several years (at least 10) come to be.  We only have praise, thanksgiving and worship for God who 

accomplishes this time and for His purpose.  We are grateful for you and your support of Alpha’s Glory.  

Without our team of donors none of this would be possible.  So, thank you and God bless you.  Sincerely, 

        Karen, Director  
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Living with COVID-19 
Submitted by Pat 

It does not look as if COVID-19 will be leaving us anytime soon.  So, we need to learn how to live with it.  

There are three main things that we have all heard over and over again, but here they are again.   Other than 

remaining in a ―bubble world‖ we can do these things to protect ourselves and others: 

1. Social Distancing, remaining at least six feet from folk who do not live in the same household. 

2. Hand washing, hand washing & hand washing.  Carry a hand sanitizer with you so you are not 

caught without any type of hand cleaning option while you are away from home. 

3. Wearing a mask when we are out and about. 

Below are tips on hand washing and mask wearing.  Important mask facts: 

 Cloth masks need to be washed.  If you have multiple masks you can switch them out every other 

day, but be sure to wash them.  Cloth masks need to be changed once they become moist by talking, 

coughing, sneezing, etc.  Be sure to wash them. 

 Paper looking masks are to be worn one time, then discarded.  They are not to be used repeatedly.  

Again, once moist, they need to be removed and another put on. 

Please heed these three simple actions to try to prevent contracting or the spreading of COVID-19. 
Source: BWCUMC.org 
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September is National Recovery Month 
Submitted by Ridge 

The disruption of our lives by COVID-19 extends to everyone across our community, our nation and the 

world.  Many of us are coping by being careful, following health safety guidelines and reaching out to those 

in need. 

Folks in recovery from use of drugs, alcohol and other substances are also coping—some successfully—

some struggling.  For many people in recovery Twelve Step programs have been a vital part of their 

recovery—a network of people who know what it's like, have been there, are maintaining sobriety and 

giving support to their brothers and sisters as they meet together on a weekly basis.   

Because many/most group meetings have been cancelled, members have been relying on Zoom for 

meetings.  And this works for a lot of folks.  Others have been meeting in private homes, and as my son 

says, ―It works fine if people wear masks and social distance.‖  He has also been to a meeting outdoors 

where the health guidelines were followed. Sponsors are keeping in touch with their sponsees by calls and 

visits.  But some in recovery have not made it.  Cecil County has had 41 overdose deaths from January 

through May in 2020.  Information about OD deaths in Harford County is not yet available.  Our church 

where 5 Twelve Step meetings have been held has wisely decided not to reopen the Social Room at this 

time.  But what can we do? 

Voices of Hope in Cecil County has helped to train recovering addicts to become peer recovery coaches who 

are able to reach out to those who need help—in ERs and community areas, working with the Health 

Department, Social Services and schools.  These peer recovery coaches may be volunteers or paid, but they 

make a difference!   

Voices of Hope is beginning to expand into Harford County.  You may find out more about them on the 

Internet.  Call them if you have questions or concerns about someone you know.  In the meantime, we are 

able to pray for these folks in need.  Loss of income, jobs and/or concern about family cause all of us stress.  

For the addict this stress may be too much.  So, we can learn about and support all programs that may be a 

tool in staying clean. 

 

 

If a dog was the teacher you would learn stuff like: 
♥ When loved ones come home, always run to greet them. 

♥ Never pass up the opportunity to go for a joyride. 

♥ Allow the experience of fresh air and the wind in your face to be pure ecstasy.  
♥ When it's in your best interest, practice obedience. 

♥ Let others know when they've invaded your territory. 

♥ Take naps. 

♥ Stretch before rising. 

♥ Run, romp, and play daily. 

♥ Thrive on attention and let people touch you. 

♥ Avoid biting when a simple growl will do. 

♥ On warm days, stop to lie on your back on the grass. 

♥ On hot days, drink lots of water and lie under a shady tree. 

♥ When you're happy, dance around and wag your entire body. 

♥ No matter how often you're scolded, don't buy into the guilt thing and pout...run right back and make friends. 

♥ Delight in the simple joy of a long walk. 

♥ Eat with gusto and enthusiasm. Stop when you have had enough. 

♥ Be loyal. Never pretend to be something you're not. 

♥ If what you want lies buried, dig until you find it. 

♥ When someone is having a bad day, be silent, sit close by and nuzzle them gently. 
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Is it Time to Think about a Living Will?  
Submitted by Ridge 

I filled out THE FIVE WISHES for myself when I worked at Johns 

Hopkins Health Care as a case manager for clients who had JHHC 

health insurance.  We all did, as part of a workshop, training us to 

provide information about end-of-life decisions for our patients.  It 

was interesting to hear the opinions of our colleagues: depending on 

age (and we were from our 20's to our early 60's.) Some of us wanted 

everything done to maintain life, assuming that all opportunities for a 

healthy life would be available to us no matter how badly we might 

be injured, or how devastated a disease might leave us. Those of us 

who were older were, perhaps, less sanguine and thought about 

quality of life and the impact of our decisions on family members 

around us.  It was a helpful exercise.  My faith in God had an impact 

on my decisions for myself—I did not see death as the end of my life 

but the beginning of the REAL life Jesus has planned for us. 

When my father died, it was sudden—he was in a motor vehicle 

accident, made a left turn with sunlight blinding him and was hit by a 

truck.  When I got to the hospital in Frederick, the doctor spoke with all of us: my Dad was on a ventilator 

and I learned he had had the first CT scan Frederick Memorial had ever performed.  The doctor learned that 

I had worked at Johns Hopkins Hospital on the neurosurgery unit and showed me the CT scan.  I was able to 

see that the damage was irreversible: The left lobe of his brain was destroyed.  I helped my mother and sister 

understand that Dad wasn't there anymore and we stayed as they turned off the ventilator.  We had not had 

any opportunity for sharing special thoughts or prayers or saying thank you to this wonderful man who had 

loved us all for so many years.   

My mother also died suddenly six years later. She had gone bowling on Tuesday and had a cardiac 

arrhythmia on Wednesday and called 911.  The ER doctor told me he had tried to implant a pacemaker but 

to no avail.  Again, no time for important conversations and memories shared with my beautiful, smart 

mother.  Both my parents were in their 70's, and in good health.  This was in the '80's and I had not had the 

workshop on end-of-life planning, and talking about dying was taboo. 

Today, we are hearing heartbreaking stories of families separated because of Covid-19, unable to be at loved 

ones' bedsides, not knowing what end-of-life choices their loved ones might have wanted.  Perhaps all of us 

are thinking realistically about what might be... and what we might want our decisions to be.  THE FIVE 

WISHES is a document that allows each of us to consider what our options are, and how we might want 

decisions to be made when we come to the end of our earthly journey.  It also includes things about comfort 

measures, music, etc.  Having this information for our families makes such a difference as they try to make 

choices on our behalf. Copies are available in the church office.  Christine can print a copy for you if you 

want. And this document can be changed at any time by the author if s/he chooses. 

But this time in our world brings us to another need -- a need to write down NOW, or talk NOW, about how 

much our families and friends mean to us.  After my parents' deaths I wrote a letter to each of my children—

a lengthy letter—telling them how much I love them, how proud I am of them and my prayers for their 

futures.  I gave them the letters then—no waiting till I died.  And I started letting folks know how much I 

appreciate them, each day.  Sometimes these conversations lead to a deepening of our love for each other.  

God tells us each day how much he loves us in so many ways.  May we do the same for those we love, here, 

today. Perhaps we need to mend some broken friendships or forgive a long-ago injury.  Asking for and 

receiving forgiveness are actions that please God's heart. 
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Please contact Anita Bliesener at 443-876-3898 or the office at 410-939-2464 to add or remove persons 

from the Prayer List below. 

 
Ian  

Lee 

Julie & Jr. 

Mike  

Tom  

Cathy 

Janet  

Vern  

Sally  

Byron 

Cathy  

Natalia 

Karen  

Patricia 

Ron  

MaryEllen 

Karol Ann  

Jacob  

Grace  

Laurie 

Cole  

Jayden 

Mary  

Pat  

Janet 

Lois  

Lewis 

Jimmy 

Mark  

Tommy 

Delmar  

Buddy  

Angela 

Matt  

Jim  

Catherine 

Almeda  

Ronnie  

John  

Nick  

Haley 

Dave  

Tom  

Edna 

Gerald 

Chris  

Jack  

Tom  

Carrie 

Patty  

John  

Shawn  

Brandon 

James  

Rob  

Thelma 

Ned  

Daniel 

Gwen  

Jean  

Carl  

Susan & Mike 

Julian 

David & Judy 

Doug  

Jane  

 

Art 

Barbara 

Debbie 

Jane 

Jen 

JR 

Lisa 

Mary 

Paula 

Rosemary 

Sabrina 

Tom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*First Responders; All Missionaries - Butlers; Family Unity; Drug free community; those who are grieving; 

our country and leaders; Veterans; victims with serious diseases; The United Methodist Church; Reconciling 

Team; All who are battling COVID-19; an end to racism. 

 

**Family and friends of Tommy and Vernon 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Birthdays  

September 

Maxwell .............................................7 

Walter .................................................8 

Patrick ................................................13 

Renee..................................................13 

Aidan ..................................................15 

Trudy ..................................................16 

Harry ..................................................17 

Jennifer ...............................................25 

Harry (Bob). .......................................30 

 

October 

Jean ....................................................1 

Donovan .............................................8 

Ruth ....................................................10 

Pam ....................................................10 

Ian ......................................................13 

Anita ...................................................13 

Dan .....................................................16 

Terri....................................................22 

Sammy ...............................................22 

Ian ......................................................23 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 

September 

Len & Gail .........................................24 

Harry & Donna ..................................24 

 

October 

Rick & Melania ..................................9 

Henry & Muriel..................................21 

 

 

 

Have You Submitted 

Your Name and Date? 

If you would like your name included, 

please contact the church office with the 

date of your birthday and/or anniversary 

and your name.   

The Visitor is published monthly by 

Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

101 South Union Avenue 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078 

     410-939-2464 (phone)  E-Mail:  hdgumc@verizon.net 

     443-502-2651 (fax)  Webpage:  www.hdgumc.org 

Norman, Pastor/Editor 

Tammy, Compositor 

Christine, Publisher 

Juliette, Webmaster 

Ashley, Facebook 

All newsletter contributions should be left in the Church Office in the box marked for The Visitor or  

e-mailed to the Church Office  

Deadline for submission of items is the 2nd Sunday of the month by 10:30 a.m. preceding publication.   

Anything received after that date will be placed in the next month’s newsletter.   

The editors reserve the right to edit for content and space.   

We welcome your suggestions and contributions for The Visitor. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

101 South Union Avenue 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078-3007 

 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       [     ] 

 

 

 

 

       [     ] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for worship. 

 

Schedule 
 

   10:00 a.m. Worship via Facebook Live-stream 
    

For all other program information, 

please phone 410-939-2464. 
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