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Reuniting Safely 2020 

Worship Survey 
Yes/No  Are you worshiping with us now on-line? 

I would prefer to return to in-person worship 

when... 

____ Never; I prefer participating on-line 

____ There is a vaccine and/or effective treatment 

 for Covid-19 

____ We can use the sanctuary with limited 

 numbers of people attending and all wearing 

 masks 

____ We can use the Social Room with limited 

 numbers of people attending and all wearing 

 masks 

____ Now, with no precautions 

***Please respond in one of two ways: 

1) Tear this out and mail it to the Church Office. 

2) Call the Church Office (410-939-2464) between 

    10 a.m. and 2 p.m. with your responses. 

 

Upper Room Available 
Print copies of the July-August Upper Room 

devotional magazine are available in regular and 

large-print. Please contact the Church Office and let 

us know how many copies of each size you need 

and whether you want to pick them up or have them 

delivered to you. 

 

 

The Church Office 

will be closed July 3 

for the Independence 

Day holiday.
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All Church buildings 

are closed 

until further notice. 

 Our Mission/Vision is to 

 learn and grow in Jesus Christ to 

 serve others and transform lives 

 here, across the street and around 

 the world. 
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Sermon Series – Live Streamed on Internet 
Sermon Series: “Things We are (RE-) Learning” 

The Covid-19 Pandemic has shone a light on some things. They are not 

necessarily new truths. They are things we already knew but forgot or 

neglected. Now we are being reminded of what is important.  

July 5 - “What’s Your Trigger?” 

Celebration of The Love Feast: We are reminded of Christ’s comfort as we are 

physically separated from each other and celebrate our spiritual connection in 

Jesus’ love 

This time of restrictions for health safety has been stressful. Different folk find 

different parts of this experience challenging. Christ calls us to be kind to each 

other in this difficult time.  

July 12 - “Strategic Investments” 

Some are predicting an economic depression like the Great Depression of the 1930s or, at least, a recession. 

This is not about a financial investment strategy, but about investing in each other. God has made us so that 

relationships are important to our humanity. This Pandemic has tested our ability to stay connected. Christ 

calls us to invest in our relationships.  

 

Sermon Series: Bible Stories Strange and Wonderful 

There are some Bible stories that are just strange to us! Coming out of another time and culture they may 

seem unintelligible. Some of these passages have been confusing and controversial for the church for 

centuries. When we dig into them a bit, however, we often discover a message of God’s grace. For a while 

this summer we will be wrestling with Bible stories both strange and wonderful.   

*** This is an open-ended series. Pastor Norman has chosen some Bible stories but if you have other Bible 

stories to suggest please contact him or the Church Office. You can help build this series. *** 

 

July 19 - “Deadly Epidemic” 

Numbers 21: 4-9; II Kings 8: 1-6 

Moses stops a deadly epidemic with a bronze snake on a pole! Later, King Hezekiah destroys this bronze 

snake which had been kept at the Temple in Jerusalem. Sometimes we look at life and draw the wrong 

conclusions about God. Sometimes we worship the tool God gave us rather than God who gave it to us. But 

sometimes we grow in our understanding of God. 

July 26 - “Balaam’s Ass” 

Numbers 22-24, especially Numbers 22: 1-38; 24: 10-13 

King Balak asks the prophet Balaam to curse the Hebrews but Balaam will only do what God says to do. 

God says to bless them and Balaam does. But in the middle of this story Balaam’s donkey saves him from a 

fatal misstep! We can’t manipulate God or God’s truth. Instead we are called to have integrity. 

 

 

Church Resources Addressing the Protests 
 General Commission on Race & Religion -- "Moving Toward the Pain," General Secretary Erin 

Hawkins Responds to the Death of George Floyd. 

 General Commission on Race & Religion -- General resources page. 

 Church and Society -- resources page on criminal justice reform 
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Stay Connected – Watch Sunday Worship at Home 
In keeping with health recommendations to slow the spread of Covid-19, we are keeping the sanctuary  

closed to physical contact.  

Worship will still be offered at 10 a.m. on Sundays via Facebook Live-streaming. You do not need 

Facebook to view it. Go to our website www.hdgumc.org and use the Facebook link.  If it asks you to join 

Facebook, look for the "Not Now" button near the bottom of the page and click it. Then look for the pictures 

of worship and click on one of them to see that service. 

A video of each service is also posted on YouTube, usually by noon the same day. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4YPADou3_eKu49jLd2zQ3g?view_as=subscriber 

YouTube videos are close captioned. 

 

 

Continued Support 
We recognize that this is not only a health and spiritual crisis, but is also an economic crisis for some.  If you are 

able and wish to continue your support of Christ's ministry through our church as we work through this crisis, 

there are several options: 

1) Gifts may be mailed to or dropped off at the church office via the mail slot in the door; 

2) Some donors have found bill-pay options offered by their bank convenient, and 

3) We have an on-line donation option on our website. 

Regardless, we will be here seeking to serve others and transform lives in Jesus' name by providing spiritual 

care. 

 

 

Reuniting Safely 2020 
Our Re-Opening Well Task-force continues its work. We will not be fully re-entering our buildings any 

time in the near future. Please pray for our team as we navigate re-opening safely and well in order to honor 

our value of protecting life and health. 

 As our first step in re-opening, the Church Office is now open for church business at the usual hours, 

but not to the general public. Please call before coming in order to schedule a visit through Christine, 

our Church Administrator. While in the office, please wear a mask and maintain distance from 

others.  

 When we re-open other parts of the building some new practices will be in place. Those that are 

feeling ill or caring for folk at home who are feeling ill are asked to refrain from entering the 

buildings. All who test positive for Covid-19 or are living with someone testing positive for Covid-

19 should self-isolate for 14 days. All who are vulnerable are asked to refrain from entering the 

buildings until we are further along in this process. 

 All who enter the buildings will be expected to wear a mask. 

 There are many other practices to fine-tune, supplies to obtain and decisions to make before we go 

further.  

 We will continue indefinitely to offer live-stream worship, and will offer adult and Sr. High Sunday 

School via Zoom and other Sunday School classes by other means.  

 Watch for more information about re-opening.  

Remember: This is not a sprint but a marathon and "not yet" does not mean "not ever"! Covid-19 is not 

weary, though we may be! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4YPADou3_eKu49jLd2zQ3g?view_as=subscriber
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Graduates 
Casey, granddaughter of Melinda and David, graduated June 8 from Havre de 

Grace High School. She was Salutatorian of her class and plans to attend 

University of Wyoming as the pandemic allows. 

Renee, daughter of Terri and Rob, graduated from Havre de Grace High 

School and the BioMedical Sciences pathway. A member of the band for 4 

years, she was Band President in 2019-20. She was a member of many clubs, including Student 

Government, National Honor Society and Key Club, and she was a leader of the Fellowship of Christian 

Athletes. She served as the Boys Volleyball manager each fall and played tennis each spring while being 

named to the Distinguished Honor Roll every quarter and receiving Scholar Athlete awards each season. 

She is attending University of Maryland, College Park, in the fall studying Biology and has been accepted 

into the First Year Innovation and Research Experience (FIRE) giving her exposure to the research faculty 

and mission of University of Maryland. 

Kaeley, daughter of Shannon and Michael, graduated from Havre de Grace High School having earned a 

number of scholarships. She will be attending Harford Community College with plans to transfer to Towson 

University and major in Forensics. 

Zachary, son of Laura and Tony, graduated from Havre de Grace High School and plans to become a 

professional career firefighter. Currently a member of both Level Volunteer Fire Company and 

Susquehanna Hose Company, Division #5, he has taken several fire classes as well as kept up with school 

work. 

Kayla, daughter of Deanna and Russ, graduated from Havre de Grace High School with a number of 

college credits at Harford Community College. She earned the following four-year scholarships:  Ben 

Carson, Growing Exceptional Teachers and Senatorial. She was a member of the National Honor Society, 

Treasure of Senior Class and Student Government Association, and captain of the Volleyball team.  It is her 

hope to attend Towson University and teach Space and Earth Science at the Middle School level. 

Bridget, granddaughter of David and Melinda, graduated from Havre de Grace High School on June 9. She 

was 5
th

 out of her graduating class and plans to attend Kutztown University of Pennsylvania to major in art 

as the pandemic permits. 

And congratulations to the following members or friends of our congregation who graduated from Havre de 

Grace High School: 

Haley, daughter of Brian and Nancy 

Hailey, daughter or Renee and Christopher 

Autumn, daughter of Steven and Sandra 

Jackson, son of Michael and Tracy 

Kirsten, daughter of Kevin and Beth 

Samantha, granddaughter of Jim, graduated high school in Lansing, Illinois. 

Jared, grandson of Jim, graduated from Perryville High School. 

Mitch, son of Stephanie and Brett, graduated from Tome School in North East June 7. He plans to attend 

Penn State University School of Engineering this fall to major in Computer Science. Mitch was a top tennis 

player throughout his high school years. 

Susie, daughter of Sonya and Cliff, graduated from York Catholic High School and will be attending 

Belmont University this fall. 
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Graduates (continued) 

Sergei and Daniel, grandsons of Ridge, both graduated from Urbana High School in Ijamsville, MD. 

Trent, grandson of Cindy and Tom, graduated Midlothian High School, June 5, in Midlothian, TX. He’ll be 

attending a work program at Nevarro College and plans to be an architect. 

Loren, daughter of Peg and Jim, graduated May 17, in a virtual Commencement, from Cecil College. She 

earned an Associate’s Degree in Accounting, received the Academic Excellence Award from the Business 

Department and is on the Dean’s List. She is also a member of Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society and is 

certified in QuickBooks. She has started work this summer semester at the University of Maryland Global 

Campus pursuing her Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting and Finance. She has done all of this while raising 

three children as a young widow! 

Michael, son of Nolan and Cathy, graduated May 6 with a Master’s Degree in Health, Physical Education 

and Recreation from Emporia State University in Kansas. He has already started on his next degree at 

Arizona State University. Meanwhile, he has been promoted to Applied Technology Scientist  at the Evonik 

Corporation, took his father’s place when Nolan retired June 5 and will be moving to the Evonik 

Laboratories in Piscataway, NJ.  

 

 

Commendations to… 
Kate, daughter of Lisa and Robert, on graduating from Elementary School and receiving the President's 

Award and Gold Pin for Educational Excellence in recognition of Outstanding Academic Excellence. 

Andrew, son of Lisa and Robert, on receiving the Amazing Artist Award. 

Stephanie on being mentioned in the newsletter of Deep Roots transitional housing ministry in Cecil 

County.  She serves as a College Coach for young people there. Keep up the good work! 

 

 

 

Church Trivia 
1. Who were Adam's children? 

A. Cain & Abel 

B. Cain, Abel & Seth 

C. Cain, Abel, Seth & Judith 

D. Cain, Abel, Seth & other sons & daughters 

 

2. Which son of Abraham's name means "laughter"? 

A. Elmo 

B. Esau 

C. Isaac 

D. Ishmael    Source: umc.org   Answers on page 11. 
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Sunday School Update 
Submitted by Nancy, Sunday School Superintendent 

As we continue to social distance during the Covid 19 

pandemic, I wanted to update our families on Sunday school.  

Teachers have been reaching out to their students through text, 

letters and phone calls.  We miss our students and cannot wait 

until it is safe for us to come together again.  

As you are aware, the Adult Sunday School class is continuing 

through Zoom meetings.  Phil is continually reaching out to his 

high school class through text and via Zoom.  Amy and Jen 

have continued to text their students in the middle school and 

have worked on a project over this time.  Julie has written letters to her 4
th

 and 5
th

 grade class as well as sent 

some online activities for them to complete.  Phyllis has been calling the 1
st
, 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 grade class and I 

have been sending them weekly lessons during the school year and will send them packets for the month of 

July and August.  Jenett and Russ have checked in with their pre-school class via phone calls. 

As school has wound down, I would like to share with you some websites that you can use for Christian 

Education.  Most contain stories, puzzles and crafts that can be completed.  I have been using for my 1
st
, 2

nd
 

and 3
rd

 grade class bibletoday4kids.com.  Three other websites which I have used are dltk-bible.com, 

kidssundayschool.com and christianprintables.com.  I hope you find these helpful. 

Nothing can replace traditional Sunday school.  Sundays are truly not the same. Please know that you can 

reach out to any of the teachers for ideas or just to say hi. 

Have a wonderful summer and we will update you as to when we can safely return to Sunday school.  

Rocky Railway VBS will be offered summer of 2021.   

 

Virtual VBS 
Mt. Zion UMC is offering Bolt VBS July 14-16, 2020.  This is a virtual VBS that your whole family will 

enjoy!  Bolt offers fun and interactive games to play outside, a Bible story, easy crafts, and music by Ben 

Calhoun of Citizen Way. Register by July 1 in order to receive a FREE VBS KIT with the supplies needed 

for crafts and games.  The kit includes some bonus materials and we have fun plans for connecting with 

others doing Bolt July 14-16!  Join us!  You can register after July 1 and we will give you access to Bolt at 

any time until September 1, but kits may not be available. Activities involve simple household items so 

don't miss out on the fun if you can't participate July 14-16.  Families can register on the church website - 

www.mzprays.org.   

Susquehanna Charge (Hopewell & Wesleyan Chapel UM Churches) is offering Virtual Vacation Bible 

School 6:00-7:00 p.m., July 20-23. The theme is "YeeHaw!" Contact Pastor Lynne at 410-952-2792.  

 

 

Attend Adult Sunday School at Home 
Join us at 11 a.m. each Sunday via Zoom to study scripture.  Call the Church Office at 410-939-2464 for 

details. 
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Thoughts from our Lay Leader 
Submitted by Pat  

 

First, I pray that everyone is well! 

As you know we are in the middle of discerning if we will become a Reconciling Congregation associated 

with the Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN).  We were gearing our discernment towards the LGBTQ+ 

community, BUT are you aware that RMN promotes equality & justice for ALL oppressed groups? 

The recent precautions and quarantine for COVID-19 along with the death of George Floyd, once again, 

brought out the angst our Black brothers & sisters have dealt with for years.  Perhaps the new normal way 

that we will need to live until there is a vaccine for COVID-19 will provide us a time to make a new normal 

where we ALL live, equally, together. 

I thought that I was open-minded towards our Black siblings until I read & digested Romans 7:14-25a & 

8:1-2, that Pastor Norman used in his sermon ―We’re All Carriers‖.  I realized even though my heart is open 

to ALL persons, not all my actions are open—I could/should be DOING more.  I can only imagine that I am 

not the only one in this boat.  So, what can we do? 

For starters we should be the church for the community—not just a place for prayer & worship. 

We should have conversations where we both share past experiences & feelings.  We need to be vulnerable!  

Ask what we could do to help make our brother or sister to feel whole.  Once we have a little understanding, 

we can become proactive and work for justice towards equality.  We can work for good & equal education 

for ALL children.  We can work for improved health & mental health services.  We can help find ways to 

promote more & better jobs. 

And don’t forget racism is learned.  We must model equality to our young.  Talk with them about current 

events & how they feel.  This will help break the cycle of racism/white supremacy. 

In closing, perhaps this novel corona virus has given us the opportunity for new life and new life living 

together in equality and peace. 

From Sonya Renee Taylor: 

We will not go back to normal.  NORMAL NEVER WAS.  Our pre-corona existence was not normal other 

than we normalized greed, inequity, exhaustion, depletion, extraction, disconnection, confusion, rage, 

hoarding, hate & lack.  We should not long to return, my friends.  We are being given the opportunity to 

stitch a new garment.  One that fits all of humanity & nature. 
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Community Information  
Nurse Triage Call Line dedicated to Covid-19 questions is available through University of Maryland 

Medical System.  Call 24/7 for free to 1-888-713-0711 with questions about symptoms we or a loved one 

are having, when to call our personal doctor or other Covid-19 questions.  Operators will get a summary of 

your need and a phone number and within 30 minutes an RN will call back.  Due to high call volume, 

callers may have to hold for an extended time but all calls will be answered. 

Feeling stressed, lonely or upset?  For mental health here are some resources: 

  *Lonely? Call 211 or visit 211MD.org 

  *Upset? Call 1-1800-985-5990 or text TalkWithUs to 66746 

  *Stresed? Text TALK to 741741 

*Emotional Health Crisis Line: 1-866-342-6892 

*Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 1-800-273-8255 

*Optum Public Crisis Line: 1-866-342-6892 

Red Cross needs blood! Many blood drives have been canceled due to Covid-19.  The need for blood 

continues.  Please go to redcrossblood.org, enter your zip code to find a site close-by and to make an 

appointment. 

The Covid-19 Pandemic is being used to work fraud. We are advised to ignore offers of a vaccine or cure 

for Covid-19; they are false. CDC may call for information but will not act ask for insurance or financial 

information. We are advised not to give out our Medicare or Social Security number or other personal 

information to unsolicited calls, texts, emails or home visitors.  For more help contact our local Senior 

Medicare Patrol (SMP) at 1-877-808-2468 or got to www.smpresource.org. 

Many resources for dealing with the Covid-19 Pandemic and its effects are available on our Baltimore-

Washington Conference website. Go to www.bwcumc.org. 

Wondering what we can do to support our local patients or health care providers? Messages of support 

and prayer to feed their souls & spirit may be sent to uchmarketing@umm.edu.  If the message is for staff, 

please put "A Message for the Hero Team" in the subject heading.  If it's for patients, put "A Message to the 

Patients." Children are encouraged to draw and upload pictures and messages.  Thank you from Upper 

Chesapeake Health for feeding the staff's bodies and showering them with prayers, masks and hospitality! 

If you know of folk who need a job, especially due to job loss from the Covid-19 Pandemic, please let them 

know Susquehanna Workforce Network offers free help finding work including job openings, job 

search techniques, interview prep, re-training, resume prep.  Call 443-866-9161 in Harford County or 443-

466-1309 in Cecil County. Our own Kim Rusin is in charge of this great program! 

Spanish Class!  Do you know enough Spanish to order a taco but not enough to discuss current events or 

what you did over the weekend?  Joy, Christian educator on the staff of Fallston United Methodist Church, 

will be offering an intensive and fun 6 week class at Fallston UMC this summer!  Times are currently 8 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. Fridays (evenings a possibility) with some homework and virtual conversation partners during the 

week. Teachers, this is your chance to build some skills to help build relationships with your Spanish-

speaking students and families!  Great also for people planning to travel, go on Mission Trips, or just learn 

enough to understand things from a new perspective!  The $150 fee includes the book and all other course 

materials. Both virtual and outdoor meetings will be included.  

 

 

 

 

Join the group on September 13 & 27 

10 a.m.-12 p.m. at 

Concord Point Coffee House. 

http://211md.org/
http://redcrossblood.org/
http://www.smpresource.org/
http://www.bwcumc.org/
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Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 
“Blessed to be a blessing….reaching the unreached” 

―God has blessed us so that we might make his will known to all people  

that all people may praise God‖  Psalm 67:1-3  

Here, across the street, and around the world 
M

IS
S

IO
N

S
 N

E
W

S
 

Missions During Covid 
Submitted by Linda, Missions Chairperson 

With our church building being closed, we have not been able to have a Missions Meeting 

since February.  Fortunately, we have been able to make some contributions to a few of 

our Missions with the continued support of our church family. 

 

We were able to assist Grace Place with a Peace with Justice micro-grant we applied for 

and received from the Baltimore-Washington Conference. They foresaw there would be 

extra need by ministries like food banks, etc. that serve the needy during the pandemic. We 

did receive a lovely thank you letter from Louise Silsby for this contribution. 

 

We also have been able to make a contribution to the salaries of Pastor Vladimir with 

General Board of Global Ministries and to the Directors of Children of Zion Village.  

 

We hope when we have our first Zoom Meeting in July we will be able to assist some of 

our other Missions who are in dire need as are so many during this crisis. 

 

Again, thanks to all of our church family supporters, we are able to offer assistance to 

others.  Please continue to keep all those in need in your daily prayers. 
 

God is good all the time.  All the time, God is good. 

 

 

God's Newest Gift 
Sloane was born at 9:12 a.m. on June 15 to Hilary and Stephen weighing 7 

lbs, 4 oz. and measuring 17 3/4 inches. Zoey is the proud big sister and 

Pam and Ben are the proud grandparents!  May she grow in wisdom and 

stature and in favor with God and her peers! 

 

 

 

Wedding Bells...  
rang for Helen and Ron on June 9. They are now partners in marriage and life as 

well as business! Congratulations and deepest prayers, highest hopes and fondest 

wishes to you both! 
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Christian Freedom 
--Let us therefore no longer pass judgment on one another, but resolve 

instead never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of another. I 

know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; 

but it is unclean for anyone who thinks it unclean. If your brother or sister is 

being injured by what you eat, you are no longer walking in love. Do not let 

what you eat cause the ruin of one for whom Christ died. – Romans 14: 13-

15 

Dear Fellow Disciples: 

The ―lazy, hazy days of summer‖ are upon us. The school year is ended, the temperatures have risen and the 

crabbing season is here. Usually we greet the easy grace of summer with unmixed joy. The slower pace and 

reduced number of obligations bring a measure of relaxation.  

The Covid-19 Pandemic, however, changes that – as it has changed everything else! We are NOT yet free of 

the Coronavirus. The usual busy activities that mark Independence Day weekend in Havre de Grace have 

been canceled. Summer camps have been canceled. Many other activities are on hold, canceled, postponed 

or greatly reduced or largely modified. And we are still asked to wear masks, wash hands and remain 

physically apart – even though we may be heartily sick and tired of doing so.  

Independence Day celebrates our freedom from foreign domination – historically from Great Britain. Some 

have asserted that the restrictions put in place by our State and local governments for health reasons have 

infringed on our freedoms. Now that the State of Maryland is easing some those restrictions some are 

tempted to be less careful. It is true that Maryland’s rate of infection and death is continuing to fall at this 

point, but it is noteworthy that some states are experiencing even higher rates of infection and death as they 

seek to re-open their economy. 

In this regard, the Apostle Paul has quite a bit to say about our freedom in Christ as believers. He was a firm 

believer that faith in Christ frees us from sin, fear, death and slavery to other belief-systems. In both I 

Corinthians and Romans he wrestles with dietary rules. Much of the meat available for eating had been 

sacrificed to pagan deities. Christians were freed from superstitious beliefs in idol-worship but others, 

seeing disciples eating this meat, might be tempted to return to idol-worship. So, what is a Christian to do?  

Paul provides a carefully devised ethic much like John Wesley’s First Rule: Do no harm. Christians ARE 

indeed free but we are not to use our freedom as a license for thoughtlessness, recklessness, impulsiveness 

or disregard for others. We are not to use our freedom in such a way as to cause injury to, or destruction of, 

another. We are not to use our freedom in such a way that we wound a brother or sister for whom Christ 

also died on the cross! For, since Christ died for all humanity, every human being has infinite value in the 

sight of God his Father. In fact, as Christians we have an ADDED obligation – to love one another. That 

might not seem like a freedom at all, but we are freed some self-centeredness, from captivity to ourselves, 

so that we are able to serve others.  

The Apostle Paul was a great believer in Christian freedom. He wrote the whole Letter to the Galatians in 

―white-hot anger‖ and frustration over their so quickly giving up their freedom in Christ to take up old 

religious practices. Yet, even in Galatians, he pauses near its end to warn us not to use our ―freedom as an 

opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another‖ (Galatians 5: 13).  I Peter 2: 

16 (written by someone other than the Apostle Paul) strikes a very similar note: ―As servants of God, live as 

free people, yet do not use your freedom as a pretext for evil.‖ 

So, where Covid-19 is concerned, we could easily take the passage above and replace the word ―eat‖ with 

the word ―do.‖ If, by our carelessness, we would cause another to get sick we would be violating this ethic 

of restraint out of love. If, by our carelessness, we inspired others to be reckless, again we would be 

violating this ethic of restraint-of-freedom out of love.  
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A Word from the Pastor (continued) 

While our nation, indeed the world, is grappling with the Covid-19 Pandemic, we are also dealing with the 

issue of racial justice. Some days it feels like I don’t have the ―band-width‖ to deal with these two very 

profound issues at the same time! But our God is able! And they are not unrelated as the Pandemic is 

impacting people of color much more harshly than White folk.  

Independence Day ought also to be a reminder to our nation, especially those of us who are its White 

citizens and enjoy the privilege that comes with that status, that we owe an unpaid debt to our brothers and 

sisters of color, a debt on the promissory note of The Declaration of Independence, which reads, in part: 

―We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men (people) are created equal, that they are endowed by 

their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 

Happiness.‖ 

Abolition of slavery and the Civil Rights movement have moved our nation closer to that ideal. It falls to us 

now, as Christian citizens, called to love one another, to work this next step toward full justice for all. For 

without justice freedom is not real. Christ died for all and, therefore, everyone, every citizen, is of infinite 

value in God’s sight.  

So, this summer, especially this month of July, as we celebrate our nation’s independence, we are called by 

God to restrain ourselves, our wants, our desires, our liberty as an act of love toward others in Jesus’ name. 

May you stay safe and enjoy the season.  

        Grace and Peace, 

        Pastor Norman 

 

 

Our Christian Love and Sympathy to the 

Family and Friends of: 
Larry, father of Kim, former husband of Cheryl and grandfather of Kent & 

Sarah, who died June 17 after a short illness. He was a long-long learner and 

educator, serving Baltimore County Public Schools, having taught at Stoneleigh 

Elementary, Loch Raven Middle, HCC and Johns Hopkins University. Larry was 

a parent, caregiver, dancer and loved music. 

 

Glenn, husband of Dianne and former pastor of Cranberry UM Church for 18 years. He died suddenly and 

unexpectedly following minor surgery June 15. A US Air Force veteran, Glenn served Christ faithfully by 

serving others through church, the Seven-Mile Walk with Jesus, Relay for Life, American Legion and in 

other ways. Glenn loved to serve and help others. He strived to lift up the spirits of those around him. Glenn 

enjoyed eating crabs, cooking, rooting for the Ravens and animals! "Well done, good and faithful servant. 

Enter into your Master's joy!" 

 

May God comfort all who grieve through Christ our risen Savior. 

 

 

Church Trivia Answers 
Question 1 - Answer: D - Cain, Abel, Seth & other sons & daughters 

Question 2 - Answer: C – Isaac 
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Thank You 
Thank you for your continued faithfulness and generosity in supporting Christ's 

ministry through Havre de Grace UM Church by mailing in offerings, dropping them off at the office, using 

your bank's bill-pay feature or using our on-line giving portal on the church website. 

 

Thank you for everything you have done!  I really appreciate you thinking of me and delivering the portable 

charger!  I hope that I will able to go to one last in-person service before I leave for college, but safety 

comes first.   

       Mitch 

 

Thank you for the graduation gift.  I’m very grateful to have found a home in this church and so many 

amazing mentors.  Bless you all. 

        Renee ♥♥  

 

Thanks and appreciation for the cards and notes sent to me while I'm recouping from surgery.  These first 

weeks/months have been challenging for me as well as Tom, but your prayers and well wishes have kept us 

going.  Going to physical therapy has given me the chance to walk again after being flat on my back after 

surgery and more muscles than I've had in a long while! : )   Thanks again for your wishes and concern. 

        Nakina 

 

Thank you so much for your very generous donation of $500 to Grace Place.  The additional funding we’ve 

been receiving from all sources allow us to purchase those items most in need for our guests.  Each week 

Graham and I take inventory of what we have and make our trip to the grocery store and Target (diapers and 

wipes are in need by young mothers and grandparents alike).  The need is still great in the community and I 

don’t really see an end anytime in the near future.  Again, thank you for your generous donation. Sincerely, 

        Louise, Grace Place Coordinator  

 

Hello 
I really miss Maryland and being in Havre de Grace UMC each week….  Here at Keystone Place we have 

been on shutdown for over 2 months.  We must wear a mask when we leave our apartment.  We can walk 

around the buildings but cannot go shopping etc.  Our meals are delivered to our apartment.  The staff is 

wonderful to us.  They do our grocery shopping each week. Doctor visits are okay for very important 

reasons.  We had one death from the Covid-19.  It was a 92-year old woman in assisted living who was 

going out 3 times a week for dialysis.  Fortunately, there have been no other cases and not even any flu 

cases.  We have limited activities each day, but they are all set up by the independent residents for the 14 

residents.  We have Bingo, Rummikub, Bananagrams, Sing-a-Longs, Wii Bowling, Family Feud, Cocktail 

Hour on Fridays, puzzles and movies every night.  You participate as much as you want to.  I forgot Word-

in-a-Word, which many folks enjoy.  So life is not so boring, there is a TV Mass for Catholics each week.  

No visitors are allowed in the building.  Our families can come to visit outdoors, but they must make 

appointments so there are not too many at one time.  I hope everyone there has been healthy and following 

social distancing.  Hello to … everyone involved in HDG UMC.   

P.S.  I hope I didn’t bore you with talking to you about my life now.  I can’t wait to go shopping and visit 

my son and family.  Love,  

        Jean 
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How I Spent My Pandemic Vacation 
Submitted by Ridge 

I must confess that the most important change in my life this season is having Pastor Norman's sermons printed 

(along with the bulletin) prior to Sunday worship.  I have always loved going to class, especially lectures.  I was 

the one who had read the chapter assigned before class, took copious notes, underlined and highlighted.  We did 

not have options to tape lectures when I was in school, but the written word seemed sturdier to me. I have needed 
guidance during this spiritual famine and this has helped 

I have learned so much these past ten years about being a disciple, learning to love God and people, 

understanding Matthew 25:31-40 and having opportunities to follow up on serving.  But getting older and being 

socially distanced has made it hard to keep doing and learning.  Reading about women who have done great 

things has forced me to rethink what my life has meant.  I know God does not ―keep score‖-- or if he does, I'm 
sure God grades on a curve. 

In college one of my dorm mates was Esther — a senior, Jewish, brilliant and so down to earth. After she 

graduated I seldom saw anything about her in the Alumnae News. That was mostly chirpy notes about cruises, 

and vacations in Europe and brilliant children.  Ten years ago the Alumnae News mentioned that she had 

developed a program to assist Afghanistan's widows, who had suffered during the years of war. Just a brief note, 
but it overwhelmed me!  What a wonderful change she has made in our world.    

When I worked in Baltimore at HealthCare for the Homeless I visited shelters and soup kitchens to engage 

homeless folks and get them to the clinic for medical care, social services and mental health and recovery 

treatment.  At the Franciscan Center Sister Martha was there for every meal, sitting at a table, surrounded by 

homeless men who needed her help.  She was gentle, accepting, welcoming and loved by all.  Saying hello to her 
was like getting a hug. I wanted to be like her: she did not preach, but Jesus was with her all the time. 

The Sisters of Charity had a shelter for HIV+ folks who needed ongoing care as they slowly became stronger, 

and for many, a hospice program since few people survived AIDS in the 80's and 90's.  There were pictures in 

their chapel of Mother Teresa who had actually been in Baltimore when the shelter was dedicated.  The nuns who 

ran this program were amazing.  I visited often — to help find a bed for a client, or to touch base with a client I 

had known at HCH.  My friend Andrew died there.  I spoke with him several weeks before he died and he said 

―now I know what heaven is like.‖ Those nuns were real, and loving and selfless.  I did not learn their names — 
they were shy.  But when they had daily prayers in their chapel the neighborhood around them was spirit-filled. 

These women I mentioned responded to the needs at hand — Esther to the women harmed by a war, Sister 

Martha, by loving homeless people in her neighborhood, the nuns at The Sisters of Charity shelter to the 
devastation of AIDS.  And there were so many more people I have encountered over the years. 

Now we have our time to act, to respond to the overwhelming needs of our country, and the world, to the Covid-

19 viral invader, and to the ongoing, but now spread virally, violence against black men and women.  I hear 

myself saying ―I'm too old to start a program,‖ but I'm not too old to volunteer at St. John's food pantry. ―I'm not 

strong enough to march‖ but I am able to write letters to Congress,, and friends, and letters to the editor.   It has 

been hard to accept that my lack of first-hand experience of racism has diluted my fervor for justice.  And then I 

spoke with my grandson, Malcolm, who is a bi-racial, 16 year old about ―the talk‖ he had with my son, his 

father.  I remember that Bud never allowed any toy guns in the house.  Malcolm says ―when I am with my 

friends (some white, some black) and somebody gets silly or loud, I move away from them and make sure I look 
OK.‖ I am sure Malcolm will be safe in Havre de Grace, but the world is waiting, 

Looking through photos and scrapbooks last week helped me put things in proper perspective.  My children and 

grandchildren are branches on the family tree.  One granddaughter is gay, and ALL the members of our family 

love her and accept her.  My daughters are strong in their faith, and active in their churches, and their brother 

serves God through NA.  All of our children and grandkids met and ate with homeless folks who spent time with 

us.  Jenn did free hair-cuts at the ERS. Bud drove a homeless man to the Helping Up Mission several years ago 

— and this young man is in college and still in recovery.  My daughter, Rachel works as a CMA in a clinic where 

immigrants obtain care whether or not they can pay.  So when I am ashamed that my life has not helped change 

the world God reminds me that my world is here, where I am. My prayers and small services do make a 

difference. 
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Please contact Anita Bliesener at 443-876-3898 or the office at 410-939-2464 to add or remove persons 

from the Prayer List below. 

 
Ian  

Donald 

Cathy 

Lee 

Julie & Jr. 

Mike 

Bev 

Tom 

Cathy 

Vern 

Janet 

Sally 

Byron 

Cathy 

Natalia 

Patricia 

Ron 

MaryEllen 

Rod 

Jacob 

Grace 

Laurie 

Cole 

Jayden 

John 

Mary 

Pat 

Janet 

Lois 

Lewis 

Mark 

Laurie 

Delmar 

Niki 

JoAnn 

Steve 

Debbie 

Buddy 

Angela 

David  

Eric  

Neal 

Jim  

Kyle 

Bud  

Catherine 

Margaret  

John  

Nick  

Haley 

Dave  

Tracy 

Bonnie 

Tom  

Edna 

Gerald 

Tom  

William 

Carrie 

Carol 

Frances 

Patty  

John  

Dick  

Shawn 

Russell 

Rob  

Thelma 

Katie 

Ned  

Daniel 

Susan & Mike 

Bob 

Barbara 

Tom  

Julian 

Connie 

David & Judy 

Jane  

Art 

Barbara 

Debbie 

Guy 

James 

Jen 

JR 

LouAnn 

Margaret 

Mary 

Mickey 

Paula 

Rosemary 

Sabrina 

Tom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*First Responders; All Missionaries - Butlers; Family Unity; Drug free community; those who are grieving; 

our country and leaders; Veterans; victims with serious diseases; The United Methodist Church; Reconciling 

Team; All who are battling COVID-19 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Birthdays  

July 

Betty ...................................................1 

Neal ....................................................4 

Cecelia................................................6 

Sharon ................................................7 

Hilary .................................................10 

Meredith .............................................11 

Taylor .................................................14 

Anne ...................................................15 

Stephanie ............................................17 

Frank ..................................................20 

Judy ....................................................21 

David ..................................................22 

Karlee .................................................24 

Robert .................................................24 

Jenett ..................................................25 

Melvin ................................................26 

Wendy ................................................31 

 

August 

Heather ...............................................2 

Brenda ................................................2 

Bill......................................................5 

Eli .......................................................10 

Jerry....................................................11 

Kay .....................................................13 

Muriel .................................................17 

Janyce .................................................17 

Tom ....................................................19 

Sandy..................................................19 

Randolph ............................................23 

Caroline ..............................................23 

Peter ...................................................28 

Susan ..................................................29 

Phyllis ................................................30 

 

Anniversaries 

July 

Patrick & Julie....................................31 

 

August 

Dick & Janyce ....................................2 

Gardner & Pam ..................................2 

Ron & Tricia ......................................12 

David & Melinda ...............................14 

Brian & Jenny ....................................17 

David & Michele................................31 

 

 

Have You Submitted 

Your Name and Date? 

If you would like your name included, 

please contact the church office with the 

date of your birthday and/or anniversary 

and your name.   



 

 

 
Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

101 South Union Avenue 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078-3007 

 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       [     ] 

 

 

 

 

       [     ] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Please join us for worship. 

 

Schedule 
 

   10:00 a.m. Worship via Facebook Live-stream 
    

For all other program information, 

please phone 410-939-2464. 
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