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Confirmation Class Begins 
Confirmation Class will be offered starting in 

January for youth in Grades 6 and older. This is an 

opportunity for young people to prepare to make 

their first personal Profession of Faith in Jesus 

Christ on their own. We will review some learning, 

learn some new things, have some fun and do some 

field trips. A parent-only Orientation will be held in 

Mentzer Parlor at 7 p.m. on January 5.  Please 

contact the Church Office if you believe your youth 

may be interested. 
 

 

Emergency 

Rotating Shelter 
Mark your calendars for January 

6-13 when Havre de Grace UMC 

hosts the Emergency Rotating 

Shelter. Consider serving or 

sleeping over, or the ministry of a person-to-person 

conversation.  (Reminder, most meetings that meet 

that time will need to reschedule.) 

 

 

Weather Cancellation Policy 
In the event of inclement weather during weekdays, 

if Harford County Public Schools close or close 

early all meetings and activities at the church are 

canceled and the church office is closed. Should we 

need to cancel weekend activities or worship 

services, a cancellation notice will be put on the 

church answering machine by 7:30 a.m. and we will 

attempt to have an announcement made on WXCY 

103.7 or SMASH Hits WHGM 104.7.  
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 Our Mission/Vision is to 

 learn and grow in Jesus Christ to 

 serve others and transform lives 

 here, across the street and around 

 the world. 
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Sermon Series 

Epiphany Series: The Gifts That Keep on Giving 

After Christmas we use, put away or store gifts (maybe for re-gifting later). Gift-giving can be complicated by 

culture, ethnicity, family and society. It can lead to confusion or even conflict. With the commercial “gift-giving 

season” behind us we focus on God’s unexpected gifts that we enjoy long after Christmas is put away, gifts that 

reveal themselves in new ways over time. What are these gifts that are extended to humanity and are ours to 

receive if we are bold and loving enough to accept them? 

January 5 - Twelfth Day of Christmas; New Year’s Sunday; Epiphany Sunday 

Celebration of Holy Communion 

As we begin the New Year we focus on the revealing of Jesus as the Christ Child 

Matthew 2: 1-12; John 1: 1-18 - “Who is Jesus? The Gift of Unexpected Gifts” 

 

January 12 – Baptism of Our Lord Sunday 

Isaiah 42: 1-9; Matthew 3: 13-17 - “The Gift of Committed Community” 

 

January 19 – Human Relations Day 

We remember our call to work for justice for all people 

Isaiah 49: 1-7; John 1: 29-42 - “The Gift of Curiosity” 

 

January 26 

Psalm 27: 1, 4-9; Matthew 4: 12-23 - “The Gift of Bold Action” 

 

February 2 – Ground Hog’s Day; Super Bowl Sunday 

I Corinthians 1: 18-31; Matthew 5: 1-12 - “The Gift of Poetic Challenge” 

 

February 9 – Scouting Sunday 

We lift up the ministry of Cub Scouts and Scouts of America 

Isaiah 58: 1-9a; Matthew 5: 13-16 - “The Gift of Public Witness” 

 

February 16 

Psalm 119: 1-18; Matthew 5: 21-37 - “The Gift of Outrageous Grace” 

 

February 23 – Transfiguration Sunday 

We recall the Transfiguration of Christ on the mountain before we begin the journey of Lent toward the Cross 

Exodus 24: 12-18; Matthew 17: 1-9 - “The Gift of Unpredictable Jesus” 

 

February26 – Ash Wednesday 

We are marked with the sign of the ashes and recall our mortality and sinfulness 

 

 

Accompanist Needed 
We need a guitarist or keyboard musician to accompany our Praise Team.  

Rehearsals are 6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays for our 9:45 a.m. Sunday Praise 

Serve.  Please contact the Church Office if interested. 
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THE BIBLE AND SEXUALITY 
Presented by  

Dr. Greg Carey, New Testament Scholar & Professor, Lancaster Seminary 

January 26, 2020 at 3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BIOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF HOMOSEXUALITY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presented by  

Dr. Jeff Diamond,  

Neuroscientist at the NIH, Institute of Neurological Diseases & Stroke 

February 16, 2020 at 3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

What does the 

Bible say about 

lying with 

another 

man/woman? 

Does the Bible 

state that 

marriage is 

between male 

and female? 

What about 

Sodom and 

Gomorrah? 

What am I 

supposed to do 

with being taught 

sexuality is sin, 

since childhood? 

 

What is the 

truth? 

Is the Bible clear 

on same sex 

relationships? 

Is LGBTQ+ a 

choice or something 

we are from birth?" 
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Scholarships Available 

Baltimore Washington Conference Scholarship application process opens Jan. 3: The 

BWC awards scholarships for qualified students currently attending college, as well as high 

school seniors who plan to attend college in the fall of 2020. The application process opens 

January 3 and closes March 5.  To be considered for a scholarship, students must complete 

the full online application which includes uploading their current transcripts. In addition, the 

student must provide contact information for their pastor and one additional church reference. The pastor and 

reference will be contacted and asked to submit information on the student's participation in the local church. 

The entire process will be completed online - www.bwcumc.org/administration/local-church-

resources/scholarships. 

 

 

GriefShare 
GriefShare begins another 13 week experience on March 4, 2020.  Once again, you may join us at any time 

during the 13 weeks.  Each week addresses a different issue associated with the grief process.  Call Pat 

Campbell (443-502-5777) with questions. 

 

 

Community Information  
January 7, 1-3:30 p.m. - Living Well: Chronic Pain Self-Management.  This is a FREE six week program. 

Register: 1-800-515-0044; Aberdeen Court, 901 Barnett Lane, Aberdeen 

January 9, 2020, 6 p.m. - Tobacco Cessation Classes.  Pre-register: 443-643-3350. Kaufman Cancer Center, 

Bel Air 

January 14, 5:30-7 p.m. - Weight Loss Surgery Information Session.  Your questions will be answered to 

help you understand your options.  More information: 443-843-6360, Harford Memorial Hospital 

January 10-12 at the West River Retreat Center - SLC Orientation Retreat (Student Leader Cohort).  For high 

school students who want to develop and use their God given gifts with others and the Holy Spirit to transform 

classmates, the church and the world.  This is a new, flexible approach to developing student leaders based upon 

their interests and a format of events and small group time with a mentor.  Areas that youth can choose to 

develop and focus their leadership skills on are:   

 Annual Conference Session and Connectional Leadership 

 Compassionate Justice 

 Mental Health 

 Project at your local church or district 

 Young People's Ministries (YPM) Communications. 

For more information and/or to register online visit BWCUMC.org and search SLC Orientation Retreat. 

 

United Methodist Conference Event 
The Baltimore-Washington Conference will serve as the host conference of the 2020 Northeastern 

Jurisdictional Conference, July 13-17, 2020 at the Delta Hotel in Hunt Valley. People in this area are being 

asked to volunteer. Some of the servant opportunities include greeting, welcoming (at the airports/train stations, 

and light rail), knitting, pages, tellers and runners, and much more. The Rev. Patricia Allen of Oxon Hill UMC 

is chairperson of volunteer coordination. Contact her at pastorp527@gmail.com and provide your name, best 

email contact, your region or district, and how you are willing to serve. 

Join the group on September 13 & 27 

10 a.m.-12 p.m. at 

Concord Point Coffee House. 

mailto:pastorp527@gmail.com
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United Methodist Women News 
Submitted by Cathey Robertson, Communications 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

January 19 – February 2, 2020 – Annual “SOUPER BOWL Collection:”  

We will be collecting non-perishables and baby items for Grace Place. 

Please leave your items in the boxes in the Welcome Center.  

February 1, 2020 – Chili Cook-Off – HDG UMC Social Hall – No charge but donations will be accepted. We 

plan to serve hot dogs, corn bread, dessert, and have a craft table. More information to follow in upcoming 

church bulletins. 

April 26 - May 10, 2020 – Alpha’s Glory Pregnancy Crisis Center – Aberdeen, MD - Collection of change in 

the Baby Bottles. Dedication will be on May 10, 2020.  

May 2, 2020 – Cupcake Bonanza and Bake Sale in the Church Social Room from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. More 

information will follow in upcoming VISITOR issues and church bulletins. 

Thank you to all church family and friends who donated toiletries to the Citizens Rehab Center.  The items were 

very much appreciated by Janet McDonald, the Volunteer Coordinator. 

We had a fun time at The Bayou on December 4, 2019 for the annual UMW Christmas Dinner.  Many thanks to 

JoAnn Hayes and Dee Ashby for providing the Christmas program, take-home gifts, and games.  A great time 

was had by all. 

The UMW will continue to support local organizations and Heifer International. Heifer International is a global 

nonprofit working to eradicate poverty and hunger through sustainable, values-based holistic community 

development. Heifer distributes animals, along with agricultural and values-based training, to families in need 

around the world as a means of providing self-sufficiency.  

FLOWER FUND: Individuals who have signed up to place altar flowers on a Sunday morning must pay for 

the flowers two weeks in advance or your flowers will not be ordered. This is critical to keep our account with 

Amanda’s Florist current. Checks should be payable to UMW Flower Fund. Thank you to all who are paying 

for their flowers on time or in advance. It is greatly appreciated when it is time to pay the bill!!  Please contact 

JoAnn Hayes if you have any questions. 

ORGANIZING FOR MISSION: Each organization unit of UMW will determine, on the basis of an 

assessment of its needs, the organizational form required to effectively implement the PURPOSE of the UMW, 

keeping in mind flexibility of structure and times of meetings. The program of the HDG UMW will provide 

opportunities for the participation and leadership of all its members, encouraging women to be in mission by 

growing spiritually, engaging in service and advocacy, educating for change, developing leaders, expanding and 

nurturing its membership and supporting the organization through Mission Giving. 

 

Feeling the post-Christmas/Holiday Blues?  

Help is available - you are not alone 
The Klein Family Harford Crisis Center is here to help you, 24/7!  Call 1-800-NEXT-STEP (1-800-639-8783 

or 410-874-0711).  There are persons to help with ANY behavioral, mental health and/or addiction problems.  

One in five people suffer from a behavioral health issue.  Anxiety and depression are two of the most common 

conditions. 
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Lay Leader Report 
 

Submitted by Pat Campbell 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

I would like to thank all the folk who made the red infant hats!  Final count was 94!  They have been sent to the 

American Heart Association for distribution to coat & hat drives. 

The Reconciling Discernment Team has been busy.  Please review the team update article below.  

Mark your calendars for January 26 and February 16, 3 p.m. in our Sanctuary!  There will be two exciting 

educational presentations: 

 January 26, SEXUALITY AND THE BIBLE by Dr. Greg Carey from the Lancaster Seminary 

 February 16, THE BIOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF HOMOSEXUALITY by Dr. Jeff Diamond from the 

 NIH. 

As always please feel free to contact me with any questions/concerns (email: aussiluv@comcast.net, home: 

443-502-5777; leave a message, please).  

 

Reconciling Discernment Team Update 
"...and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility 

through it."   EPH. 2:16 

The team has been busy visiting teams such as the Trustees, Finance, SPRC, etc, offering time to share thoughts 

and obtain clarity.  We are trying to offer opportunity for everyone to share positive thoughts, questions, 

opposition and concerns, and to learn more about the Reconciling Process.  If anyone would like a 1:1 

conversation PLEASE seek out a team member wearing the rainbow flames and cross pin.  There are team 

members in each worship service.  We want ALL folk to feel they have had an opportunity to talk and question 

before the deciding vote is taken. 

In response to some of the comments from our recent straw poll/survey, I've put together a few Q & A's. 

 If we become a Reconciling Congregation, will Pastor Norman be performing same-sex 

marriages/blessings?  NO.  At this point in time same-sex marriages are not permitted according to the 

Book of Discipline.  Should a pastor perform a same-sex marriage he/she can be brought up on charges 

with a pursuant church trial with the possibility of losing his/her clergy credentials. 

 Will we lose folk from our congregation if we become Reconciling?  Realistically, yes, BUT in turn, we 

will also probably gain new folk. 

 Why single out the LGBTQ+ community?  Simply, it's their time!  Throughout history women were not 

permitted to preach--that changed.  Pastors were not permitted to perform marriages for previously 

divorced persons--that changed.  And until we merged with the Evangelical United Brethren in 1968, 

African-Americans were segregated into the Central Conference--that has changed, PTL!  These are just 

a few ways God has reconciled previous groups of people. 

 What tangible changes will we see if we become Reconciling?  There will be the rainbow flames & 

cross logo added to our outside signs & to our publications (Bulletins, flyers, stationary, etc).  Our 

church will also be listed on the Reconciling Ministries Network "Find a Church" page. 

 Is Reconciling against the rules in the Book of Discipline?  No, we will continue to follow the rules in 

the Book of Discipline.  Reconciling is more of a way to advocate for justice and end hurt and pain to 

those who have been excluded as our LGBTQ+ brothers and sisters have been.  

mailto:aussiluv@comcast.net
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Reconciling Discernment Team Update (continued) 

Now for a little refresher on what a Reconciling Congregation is and is not. 

BECOMING A RECONCILING CONGREGATION MEANS:  

 The members of a church have chosen to publicly declare that it welcomes all persons regardless of 

sexual orientation or gender identity by issuing a statement of affirmation, our Reconciling Statement. 

 That all visitors to a reconciling church can know that they will be welcomed and not judged on their 

sexual orientation and will not be subjected to anything negative or derogatory with regards to the issue 

of homosexuality during any part of a church service or event. 

 That the church is welcoming the opportunity to become a more diverse congregation. 

 That the church joins other United Methodist churches, individuals and organizations in the belief that 

all people should be accepted and are loved by God regardless of their sexual orientation. 

 When the time comes for the appointment of a pastor to a reconciling church, the bishop will be mindful 

of this and attempt to appoint someone who shares the church's views on the subject of sexual 

orientation. 

BECOMING A RECONCILING CONGREGATION DOES NOT MEAN:  

 That the church will be disenfranchised or punished by the United Methodist Church because of the 

acceptance of gays, lesbians, bisexuals and transgendered persons into its congregation. 

 Does NOT mean the church will become a "gay church".  It is thought that about 10-15% of the 

congregation might be LGBTQ+.  

 Does NOT mean the congregation must support a clergy member who announces that he or she is gay 

and thus will be subject to a church trial under current United Methodist Church policy. 

 Does NOT mean the congregation will necessarily support gay marriage issues. 

If you still have questions/concerns, PLEASE reach out to one of our team members. 

8:15 a.m. Al Burke 

9:45 a.m. Tina Mike 

  Peg Trimboli 

11:00 a.m. Keith Beckley 

  Pat Campbell (email: aussiluv@comcast.net, Home: 443-502-5777, please leave a message) 

  Sandy Jordan 

  Mikaela Keithley 

  Lydia Moore-Carhart 

8:15, 9:45, 

AND 11 a.m. Pastor Norman  

 

Praying for God's guidance as we travel this discernment process. 

 

Peace & Blessings, 

Pat Campbell, Lay Leader 

Chair, Reconciling Discernment Team 

 

 

mailto:aussiluv@comcast.net
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Trivia 
John Wesley believed that preachers who moved from place to place were more effective. 

1. What is the definition of a preaching circuit? 

A. A meandering through the wild frontier without regular stops 

B. A specific geographic route to new or established congregations 

C. A 5-mile circular route between 2-3 churches 

D. An electrical path through which electrons flow 

2. On a typical ride once around the circuit, the rider traveled 

A. 10-20 miles 

B. 50-100 miles 

C. 100-200 miles 

D. 200-500 miles 

3. What were the most treasured items in a circuit rider's saddle bag? 

A. Food & water for the journey 

B. Books to read and sell 

C. An iPad for daily news 

D. A pistol for protection from wild animals 

4. The preacher who rode 265,000 miles on horseback and helped grow Methodism in America was: 

A. Charles Wesley 

B. Francis Asbury 

C. Thomas Coke 

D. Thomas Jefferson       Answers on page 13. 

 

 

 

 

 

Join the group on January 10 and 24 

10 a.m.-12 p.m. at 

Concord Point Coffee House. 

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 

1-800-273-TALK (8255) 
For more info see suicidepreventionlifeline.org 

http://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
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Church Safety 
Submitted by Pat Campbell 

And He led them on safely, so that they did not fear.  Psalm 78:53 

Time for our annual review of safety measures in our church. 

Inside each HYMNAL is "Emergency Procedures".  (I've taken the liberty to update them just a tad.)  The 

following procedures are established as guidelines for participants who may render urgent assistance during 

services.  The pastor and choir director, having unobstructed view of all people during church services are 

primary candidates to call for emergency assistance.  Members within the congregation should also be aware for 

the need for medical or emergency assistance and are, therefore, asked to alert the pastor should the need 

arise.  Upon becoming aware of the need for assistance, the pastor will notify volunteers and direct them to the 

proper location.  Head ushers will stand by and, upon notification, call the 911 services, using the telephone in 

the elevator OR using their own personal cell phone.  One head usher will remain outside at the Union  

Avenue entrance to direct emergency personnel to the designated place.  The congregation is asked to remain 

seated until otherwise directed.  The pastor will assess the emergency and direct the congregation and music 

director to take action as dictated by the situation.  First Aid supplies and fire equipment are stored next to the 

elevator.  Wheelchairs are located next to the elevator.  Ushers will obtain them when and if required. 

MEDICAL EVENTS: There is an AED (Automatic External Defibrillator) located outside the Sanctuary door, 

Congress Street side.  It provides a possible heart attack victim the best chance of recovery if the person is 

defibrillated as soon as possible.  (The unit will "tell" you if defibrillation is necessary.)  It is very easy to 

use:  just unzip the case, pull the handle labeled PULL, then listen for instructions from the unit. 

NARCAN (Naloxone) is located in the AED box for use on a possible drug overdose victim.  It is in the blue 

bag.  The bag contains two doses of Narcan NASAL spray, gloves, and a facial barrier, should the victim need 

rescue breathing.  (Watch the Community Events section of The Visitor for hands-on training events.  One can 

also receive the training via an online module, www.getnaloxonenow.org.  This is a "down and dirty" 

module.  Once, either of these training modalities is completed, one is awarded a certificate to obtain Narcan 

which you can carry with you & use, in case you find a victim in distress. ALWAYS CALL 911 if an overdose 

is suspected. 

FIRST AID KITS are located: 

1. The North West stairwell (off Narthex, in cupboard by elevator) 

2. Choir Room 

3. Kitchen 

4. Nursery Bathroom 

5. Church Office (Supply Cabinet) 

6. Education Building, 2nd Floor Hallway 

7. Kitchenette (Mentzer Parlor) 

FIRE EVENTS: 

1. Save the people (evacuate the area) 

2. Activate the alarm 

3. Close doors/windows (only if possible) 

4. Extinguish the fire (only if possible) 

5. REMAIN CALM 

 

 

http://www.getnaloxonenow.org/
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PULL ALARMS are located: 

1. Inside the Congress Street entrance doorway 

2. Inside the doorway adjacent to the Education Building 

3. There are SMOKE SENSORS throughout the Education Building that alarm and alert a monitoring 

company. 

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS IN THE CHURCH are located: 

1. South Entrance Door Sanctuary Building 

2. South Stairway to Balcony, ground floor 

3. South Stairway Balcony, top of stairs, 

4. North Stairway Balcony, top of stairs 

5. North Stairway to Balcony, ground floor 

6. Congress Avenue Door 

7. Social Room, Congress Avenue doorway 

8. Hallway next to Ladies Restroom 

9. Scout room on column 

10. Electric Service Room 

11. Elevator Closet 

12. South Stairway basement, bottom of stairs 

13. South Stairway to Social Room, bottom of stairs 

14. Kitchen (pressurized H2) "Silver") inside west doorway 

15. Memorial Hall, Congress Street side 

16. Outside Youth Room door 

17. Attic - top of ladder 

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS IN THE EDUCATION BUILDING are located: 

1. Counters’ Room 

2. Hallway next to back door 

3. Second floor, top of stairs 

NO MATTER THE EMERGENCY, REMAIN CALM & 

LISTEN FOR INSTRUCTIONS! 

I pray that we ALL will have a safe and healthy 2020! 
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Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 
“Blessed to be a blessing….reaching the unreached” 

“God has blessed us so that we might make his will known to all people that all people may 

praise God”  Psalm 67:1-3  
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The Red Kettle Christmas 
Submitted by Cathey Robertson 

Every year for the past 10 years, our church has volunteered with the Salvation Army to 

“Ring the Bell” for the Red Kettle Christmas.  This Campaign enables The Salvation Army 

to provide food, toys and clothing to over 6 million people during the Christmas season and 

helps more than 34 million Americans recovering from all kinds of personal disasters 

nationwide. 

The Red Kettle campaign, first started in San Francisco in 1891, has traditionally been the 

Salvation Army's most prominent fund-raiser.  In 1891, Salvation Army Captain Joseph 

McFee was distraught because so many poor individuals in San Francisco were going 

hungry. During the holiday season, he resolved to provide a free Christmas dinner for the 

destitute and poverty-stricken. He only had one major hurdle to overcome -- funding the 

project. Where would the money come from, he wondered.  He lay awake nights, worrying, 

thinking, praying about how he could find the funds to fulfill his commitment of feeding 

1,000 of the city's poorest individuals on Christmas Day. As he pondered the issue, his 

thoughts drifted back to his sailor days in Liverpool, England. He remembered how at Stage 

Landing, where the boats came in, there was a large, iron kettle called "Simpson's Pot" into 

which passers-by tossed a coin or two to help the poor.  

The next day Captain McFee placed a similar pot at the Oakland Ferry Landing at the foot of 

Market Street. Beside the pot, he placed a sign that read, "Keep the Pot Boiling." He soon 

had the money to see that the needy people were properly fed at Christmas.  

Six years later, the kettle idea spread from the west coast to the Boston area. That year, the 

combined effort nationwide resulted in 150,000 Christmas dinners for the needy. In 1901, 

kettle contributions in New York City provided funds for the first mammoth sit-down dinner 

in Madison Square Garden, a custom that continued for many years. Today in the U.S., The 

Salvation Army assists more than four-and-a-half million people during the Thanksgiving 

and Christmas time periods.  

Captain McFee's kettle idea launched a tradition that has spread not only throughout the 

United States, but all across the world. Kettles are now used in such distant lands as Korea, 

Japan, Chile and many European countries. Everywhere, public contributions to Salvation 

Army kettles enable the organization to continue its year-round efforts at helping those who 

would otherwise be forgotten.  

Our church is very fortunate to have Dennis and Lee Gehman, who have spear-headed our 

volunteer program for the “Ringing of the Bell” for at least the past 10 years.  Volunteers 

sign up to ring the bell in one hour increments from 10:00am to 8:00pm at the Wal-Mart in 

Aberdeen.  This includes many volunteers who donate their time -- not only for one hour, but 

for many families -- several hours.  One family volunteered every day for one hour… yes, 

that is six hours.  Our church is grateful to Dennis and Lee for their continuous service to our 

church and this mission. 

God is good all the time.  All the time, God is good. 
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Let Your Light Shine 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen 

upon you. --Isaiah 60: 1 

Dear Fellow Disciples: 

Sometimes I wonder: Does it make any difference that Jesus was born? 

Does it make any difference that the Christ has come? Or is the world just a revolving mass of meaningless 

suffering? Is the world just on a course toward its own self-destruction? 

Does the coming of Christ make any difference to you and to me? To us? I mean, other than that we love having 

Christmas as a nice holiday? 

We still have leaders who are greedy and self-centered, like the maniacally paranoid and bloodthirsty Herod. 

Ever notice that no one names their child “Herod”? We still have war and bloodshed, refugees and injustice, 

poverty and homelessness, graft and corruption, loneliness and fear, and people still are oppressed all over the 

globe.  

Yet, we have had an epiphany: Christ HAS come! He has been revealed to us. That is what Epiphany means! So 

we live in the knowledge that Christ is with us in all our struggles. Christ is with the world in all its suffering. 

The Gospel of John tells us the Light of the World has shone, and it continues to shine, in human hearts, around 

the world. 

That gives us the power, the inspiration, to keep on striving. We are called to strive to reveal this Light in an 

often dark world. For we, as believers, are called, in Matthew’s Gospel, “the light of the world,” too. Only, I 

think we are really reflectors of the True Light, the Light of Christ – rather than the Source of that Light.  

The world needs our witness. The world needs us to reflect the Light of Christ. As one of our familiar Christmas 

songs, “O Holy Night,” says: 

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, 

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn…  

 

The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger, 

In all our trials born to be our friend… 

 

Truly he taught us to love one another; 

His law is Love and his gospel is Peace; 

Chains shall he break, for the slave is our brother,  

And in his name all oppression shall cease, 

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we; 

Let all within us praise his holy name! 

 

Christ is the Lord, then ever! Ever praise we! 

His pow’r and glory, evermore proclaim! 

 

May we see the Light of Christ in the New Year! May we BE the light of Christ in the New Year! 

And may we have a blessed New Year! 

        Grace and Peace, 

        Pastor Norman 
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Thank You 
Thanks to the congregation for all the lovely Christmas cards we received and the kind 

words they included. 

     Pastor Norman & Suzanne 

Thanks to all who supported the Christmas Angel project. We supplied Christmas for six families at our two 

local elementary schools.  In all, 210 gifts were donated including 30 stockings! Thank you for your generosity. 

Thanks to those who helped decorate the church and grounds for Advent and Christmas (and helped us remove 

an old piano): Lewis Fillinger, Dennis Gehman, Doug Wooten, Tom & Cindy Wildman, Jon Rickey, Chet & 

Annabelle Thurlow, Paul Mauldin, Harry Allman, Ron Labhart, Jo Ann Hayes, Bill Chase, Sandy Jordan and 

Karen Jobes. Special thanks to Ron Labhart for bringing coffee and doughnuts! 

Thank you so very much for your kind donation. Sincerely, MAS Rescue (From Animal Blessing) 

Thank you to everyone who baked cookies for the UMW Cookie Sale. A 7 year old girl didn’t think Santa 

would come if she didn’t have homemade cookies and her grandmother wasn’t able to bake cookies due to an 

upcoming surgery.  A tin of cookies from the UMW Cookie Sale was taken to this family.  The little girl asked 

her grandmother who baked the cookies.  She was told it was a helper for Mrs. Claus.  She said, “Well, anybody 

that can bake cookies this good has got to know Mrs. Claus to get those recipes.”  Thank you for making 

cookies that are “Mrs. Claus quality”.   

Open note to John Rusin:  It was 2005, when I was in Iraq, that John started on the Praise and Worship 

team...14 years ago... several other participating musicians, but only one guitarist.  Thanks for P&W Guitar for 

700 Sundays.  Thanks to our long term guitarist for his 14 years as the HdG UMC Praise and Worship team 

guitarist.  Thanks for John going to practice on Wednesday nights, and recording CDs for the weeks when work 

prevented him attending worship.  Thanks to HDGUMC for letting John grow as a musician.  As John moves to 

an apartment to be closer to his Baltimore area news broadcasting job, we thank him & HDGUMC for support! 

        Love, Mom and Dad 

Commendations to… 
Joshua Lowery-Masta, Blake Ruszala, Nadalie Adams & Madalyn Adams who made the Honor Roll at 

Perryville Middle School & to Preston Sheckels who made the Honor Roll at Havre de Grace High School.  

 

Church Trivia Answers 
Question 1 - Answer: B, a specific geographic route to new or established churches.  Especially in sparsely 

populated areas of the United States, it was common for clergy to serve more than one congregation at a time.  A 

form of church organizations sometimes called a "preaching circuit". 

Question 2 - Answer: D, 200-500 miles.  Especially west of the Appalachian Mountains, circuit riders rode great 

distances between communities and congregations.  Some circuits were so large it took six weeks to complete one 

cycle. 

Question 3 – Answer: B, books to read and sell.  Often circuit riders carried copies of the Methodist Discipline for 

sale, as church members in the wilderness didn't have access to these instructions. 

Question 4 - Answer: B, Francis Asbury.  Bishop Francis Asbury who during his 45 years of ministry rode on 

horseback more than 265,000 miles, roughly the distance of riding from New York City to Los Angeles 95 times! 
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Please contact Anita Bliesener at 443-876-3898 or the office at 410-939-2464 to add or remove persons from the Prayer List.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ian Anderson Pat Fedock Stacy Reynolds Youth of our Church 

Cathy Baker Sophie Geiger Jennifer Robinson and Community 

Glenn Barrick Lois Gilbert Beverly Sage All Shut-Ins 

Julie & Jr. Barton Dolly Goebel John Schmick Those Grieving 

Mike Bedwell Lewis Golden Adam Slak Those Homeless 

Bev Bennington Mark Gorham Frank Slak Those with Addictions 

Tom Bennington Stella Griffith Shawn Smith Refugees 

Bob Benser Marie Grove Rob Taylor Children of Zion Village 

Ben Bidelspach Tom Hedrich Thelma Thomas Sillamae Church 

Cathy Bidelspach Steve Henning Ned Tomarchio Victims of Terrorism & 

Janet Bingham Buddy Holbrook Daniel Travis Natural Catastrophes 

Vern Bingham Angela Holloway Brandon Vaughn U.S. Military Personnel 

Byron Boyd Neal Horn Myra Voggenaur serving around the world 

Cathy Boyd Jim Hovatter Ashley West Family Unity 

Jean Breitenbach Richard Hudson Barbara Whitting Our Police Officers 

Jan Button Ruth Jessup Connie Wiles All Missionaries 

Betty Caffo Catherine Jones Patricia Willis Family Unity 

Pat Canfield Steven Kaylor Jane Young Drug Free Community 

Ron Canfield Lisa Layne Art First Responders 

Steven Canfield Nick Mace Butch Our Country & Leaders 

Cole Carroll John MacLean Jen Victims of Disease 

Jacob Corfman Al Mader Joe  

Melinda Craig Howard Magness Luna  

Toby DiMauro Tracey Matthews Paula  

Jayden Dougan Scot McElroy Sabrina  

Susan Doughtery Edna Newsome Sally  

Greg Durrell Gerald Northram   

Mary Evans Jack Plowman   
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Substance Use Disorders: Enabling or Saving? 
Submitted by Ridge Pilcher 

Every week I hear about another overdose, another addict dying from his/her disease.  And on Facebook I 

follow addicts who are in recovery, celebrating six months, two years, five years clean! And the stories are the 

same:  Recovery is the hardest thing to do.  But recovery is the only way to stay alive. 

My friend is struggling with what to do: Her younger brother is using drugs, still able to keep a job, but is living 

with her.  She wants him to stop using drugs but is afraid to ask him to move out of her apartment.  So we 

consider the options.  If he lives with her, he saves the cost of rent. Where does that money go?  Into drugs.  If 

he moves out, will he find a place to stay? Will he be homeless?  If he becomes homeless will he stop using 

drugs?  Will he lose his job? 

This situation has no good answers.  When our older son was 17 we made him move out. He was using drugs, 

not working and not going to school.  For five months I did not know where he was. Five years after that, after 

being in the army and getting a general discharge (for using drugs) he got a call from a friend telling him to go 

to a meeting.  He did, and has been clean for 35 years. He told me that making him move out was the best thing 

I could have done. 

Some things I have learned about addiction are:  Provide food, medical care, blankets, when your addict asks.  

NEVER provide money.  If rent needs to be paid, take the check directly to the landlord.  If a bill needs to be 

paid, ditto.  Try not to be judgmental.  Let your addict know that you love her and will provide transportation to 

a recovery program at any time.  Be cautious.  Do not let your addict be in your house without being there.  Or 

have everything that can be sold locked away.  Make sure other relatives know that this is the policy.  And pray 

for your addict daily.  God does amazing things.  Enabling includes any actions that allow your addict to 

maintain his drug usage. Take care of yourself.  Loving an addict is a terrible struggle.   

Find out all you can about recovery programs.  Take a class on the use of Narcan, and keep it with you.  If your 

addict ODs (overdoses) you may be able to save her life.  Join a program for the friends and families of addicts.  

Recognize that this is a problem that belongs to us all. 

The Gifts of Aging 
By William Carter 

The first gift is the gift of TIME.  We move from frenetic to flowing.  Time is no longer an enemy but a friend. 

We can luxuriate in it if we choose.  

The second gift is the gift of REFLECTION.  We move from passion to perception.  Where once we spent our 

hours doing things, we can now spend time thinking, remembering, savoring, reconsidering.  

The third gift is the gift of SELF-DISCOVERY.  We move from defensiveness to discernment.  No longer 

having to justify our accomplishments, we can find our true self and forms of self-expression. Grandma Moses 

learned to paint when she was in her eighties.  

The fourth gift is the gift of FREEDOM.  We move from compulsion to choice.  We have nobody to answer to 

except our loved ones.  There are no curfews, no deadlines.  

The fifth gift is the gift of SPIRITUALITY.  We move from distraction to devotion.  The simplification of life 

allows more concentration on prayer and contemplation.  

The sixth gift is the gift of NEW BEGINNINGS.  We move from custom to creativity.  Many persons have felt 

confined by their job, trapped in decisions made in their young adult years.  Now they can start all over again, 

pursue their dreams, learn new skills, do new things. 

Source:  Adult Bible Studies, an official resource for The United Methodist Church, published quarterly by Cokesbury, The United 

Methodist Publishing House. 
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Will You Be My Neighbor? 
Submitted by Ridge Pilcher 

We live in a closely knit world—constantly bombarded by information and news. Sometimes it seems we know everything 

about everyone. TMI? 

And yet we often don't know what's happening right next door.  One of the residents here at the Towers lay on the floor for 

several days until his neighbor asked management to check on him.  He had fallen but the TV was on and it was assumed that 

he was all right.  Many of us have an informal “buddy” system: If I don't see you today I will call or knock on your door.  But 

many folks don't. 

My mother, a widow, living alone in a nice development did not know all her neighbors.  But the man next door, a widower also 

living alone, had a routine with her.  When he got up every morning, he would turn his back porch light on.  And when she got 

up and saw his light, she would turn her back porch light on.  Then they knew things were all right. 

Do we know our neighbors these days?  Would we notice if mail piled up, or the grass was not mowed, or snow not shoveled?  

Do we let each other know that we will be away for a week so folks will not be concerned? 

My friend, Judy, knows all the dogs on our street, and has gotten to know their owners.  If she does not see a dog outside as 

expected, she has knocked on the door to make sure everything is all right. (It's kind of “can Hurley come out to play?”) She 

learned that one dog friend had died and was able to offer love. 

Some friends plan to call one another every day to “check in.” Others use email or Facebook to keep connected. 

What about people on the margins?  Is someone finding it hard to pay the utility bill? Could you touch base and find out, and 

help when needed?  Providing information about energy assistance in a matter-of-fact way can be a lifesaver.  Or if your 

neighbor's car has broken down, can you provide a ride to the store or doctor?  It's hard for a needy person to ask for help, but 

it's easier for that person to say “thank you!” when help is offered. 

The Good Samaritan did not look for someone else to help; he just stepped in.  He noticed a need and responded.   

Mr. Rogers shared his love for all with his program, “Mr. Roger's Neighborhood.”  He focused on the small things we can do 

that help us connect in loving ways with each other. Perhaps the most important thing is learning how to be observant. The man 

without gloves on a cold day may like having cold hands.  But more likely he needs gloves.  And you may have an extra pair. 

Thank God for all our neighbors!  May we learn to be good neighbors to all! 

 

Senior Call Check Program 
Maryland is the first state in the country to start a free, opt-in, telephonic service to check on Maryland’s older residents, all 

across the state.   

How Does It Work? 
Every day a telephone call will be placed to a participant at a regularly scheduled time. These calls will take place between 8 

a.m. and 4 p.m. as close as possible to the one-hour time block pre-selected by the participant. If the participant does not answer 

their first call, they will be tried two more times. If those calls go unanswered, additional calls will be made to notify an 

alternative person who is selected by the participant during program enrollment. This could be an adult child, a neighbor, or 

another loved one. The alternate will then be encouraged to check on the older adult program participant. The failure of the 

participant and alternate to answer may result in a Welfare Check by local law enforcement.  

Who Can Participate? 
Any Maryland resident who is 65 years of age or older who has a landline phone or cell phone (TTY is available). The 

participant and alternates should not have automated call blocking technology (or they should disable that phone feature for this 

program). 

How to Apply? 
1. Online - https://aging.maryland.gov/Pages/senior-call-check.aspx OR 

2. Call toll-free (866)-502-0560 to have a hard copy application mailed to your home.  

When Do Calls Begin? 
Daily calls will not begin until the applicant/participant receives a call to verify all of their information. Verification will include 

a successful test automated call to both the participant and alternate where applicable. After all information is validated, a 

Welcome Packet will be mailed to your home address. The welcome letter will include your start date. If an application is 

denied, the applicant will be informed. If an application is accepted, the applicant will be enrolled as a participant and informed 

when the daily call checks will begin. 

https://aging.maryland.gov/Pages/senior-call-check.aspx
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Birthdays  

January 

Michele Lynch ...................................1 

Leslie Slak ..........................................5 

Mabel Culley ......................................8 

Pam Smart ..........................................9 

Maren G. Craig ..................................10 

Brenda (Jewell) Hewitt ......................12 

Becci Steinhilber ................................12 

Dick Smalley ......................................17 

Judy Billings ......................................22 

Brian Kelley .......................................22 

Jenny Kelley.......................................23 

Terri Glenn .........................................27 

Ned Tomarchio ..................................27 

Linda Tomarchio ................................30 

 

February 

Gardner McCullough II......................1 

Ron Canfield ......................................2 

Len Burcham ......................................4 

Erik Fabriziani ...................................6 

Donna Minton ....................................8 

Donna Gruber.....................................11 

Payton Lynch .....................................14 

Jim Newby .........................................23 

Anniversaries 

February 

Dan & Leslie Slak ..............................8 

Jerry & Lynn Van Keuren..................11 

Walter & Kay Glenn ..........................25 

 

March 

Robert and Terri Hartmann ................5 

Shawn & Pam Makinson ...................15 

 

 
Have You Submitted Your Name and 

Date? 

If you would like your name included, please 

contact the church office with the date of your 

birthday and/or anniversary and your name.   

The Visitor is published monthly by 

Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

101 South Union Avenue 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078 

410-939-2464 (phone) 

443-502-2651 (fax) 

E-Mail:  hdgumc@verizon.net 

Webpage:  www.hdgumc.org 

Norman Obenshain, Pastor/Editor 

Tammy Brinkman, Compositor 

Christine Wildberger, Publisher 

All newsletter contributions should be left in the Church Office in the box marked for The Visitor or  

e-mailed to the Church Office or Tammy Brinkman at: tbrinkman@verizon.net.   

Deadline for submission of items is the 2nd Sunday of the month by 10:30 a.m. preceding publication.  Anything 

received after that date will be placed in the next month’s newsletter.   

The editors reserve the right to edit for content and space.   

We welcome your suggestions and contributions for The Visitor. 



 

 

JANUARY 2020        Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 
 

 
 

A larger version of the calendar can be found on our website:  www.hdgumc.org 

http://www.hdgumc.org/
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101 South Union Avenue 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078-3007 
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Please join us for worship. 

 

Schedule 
 

   8:15 a.m. Informal Worship Service 
   with Celebration of Communion 

   (Nursery care available) 

   9:45 a.m. Praise & Worship Service 

   9:45 a.m. Sunday School for All Ages 

 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 
   (Nursery care available) 

For all other program information, 

please phone 410-939-2464. 
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