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Walk Thru The Bible 

is Coming! 
A great, fun way to learn the Biblical story is Walk 

Thru The Bible (or you may see it called "otLive" 

(for Old Testament Live). This is an opportunity to 

learn without doing homework or a lot of reading. It 

involves movement for those of us who are 

kinesthetic learners. 

This is open to all ages and a light meal will follow 

downstairs in the Social Room. 

So, make plans to come to the sanctuary at 3 p.m. 

on Sunday, May 19.  We will receive a free-will 

donation to help defray the cost (suggested $5 each) 

and you will get a souvenir booklet to take home 

with lots of information in it for reference later! 

WTTB is more than a Journey. It's an Adventure! 

So, Take a Walk. Change the World! 

 

 

Baby Bottles  
Collect your change in the Baby 

Bottles and bring back to church for 

dedication on May 12 for Alpha’s 

Glory Pregnancy Crisis Center in 

Aberdeen. 

 

 

 

June/July Articles Due May 12 

The next edition of The Visitor will be a combined 

edition of June and July so be sure to submit any 

articles to tbrinkman@verizon.net by May 12, 2019. 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE  

2 Sermon Series / National Day of Prayer 

3 Lay Leader Update / Church Trivia / The Hacker 
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5 
Native American Ministries / Trivia Answers / 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

6 VBS / Scholarships / GriefShare 

7 Community Information 

8 Discipleship Opportunities / Thoughts from Prison 

9 Mission News – Alpha’s Glory 

10 PTL Time / Commendations 

11 Pastor’s Message 

12 Prayer Requests 

13 Set Your Sight on Better Health / Thank You 

14 
Substance Use, Behavioral Health Issues & God’s 

Love 
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17 Calendar of Events 

18 Serving in Worship 

19 Vacation Bible School Registration 

 Our Mission/Vision is to 

 learn and grow in Jesus Christ to 

 serve others and transform lives 

 here, across the street and around 

 the world. 
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Sermon Series 

We continue our sermon series on ―Hard Issues‖ faced by individuals, the church or our 

society 

 

May 5 – Third Sunday of Easter; Native American Ministries Sunday; Celebration 

of Holy Communion 

―How Should Christians View the Military? Power‖ 

Luke 3: 1-14; 7:1-10; Matthew 5: 38-48 

 

May 12 – Fourth Sunday of Easter; Mother’s Day; Festival of the Christian Home 

Leviticus 19: 1-2, 9-10, 33-34; Luke 16: 19-31 

―Where is Common Ground on Immigration? Wealth‖ 

 

May 19 – Fifth Sunday of Easter; Celebration of the Baptismal Covenant (11 AM) 

Acts 11: 1-18; John 13: 31-35 

―Resurrection Living: A New Human Community‖ 

 

May 26 – Six Sunday of Easter; Memorial Sunday 

Acts 16: 9-15; John 14: 23-29 

―Resurrection Living: Breaching the Borders‖ 

 

Susquehanna Ministerium 
(Multiple Congregations of Havre de Grace) 

Presents 

 

 
 

Thursday, May 2, 2019 - 12 – 1 PM 
Havre de Grace City Hall Council Chambers 

711 Pennington Avenue 
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Lay Leader Update 
Submitted by Pat Campbell, Lay Leader 

Hi! 

In an effort for me to get to know more of you and you me, I will be "Greeting" on May 12 at the 9:45 a.m. 

service and May 26 at the 8:15 a.m. service.  Please feel free to bring any questions, concerns, ideas to me.  I 

will take them to the appropriate committee or person for you, and then get back with you.  Please remember, I 

am here for YOU. 

Due to the Judicial Council meeting April 23-26, I will update you on their decisions in the next VISITOR.  The 

council will be ruling on the constitutionality of some petitions to the Traditional Plan that was adopted at the 

2019 Special Called General Conference.  Some of the petitions are around disaffiliation of local churches and 

how property would be disbursed, Episcopal (Bishop) accountability and responsibilities, and how Boards of 

Ordained Ministry are composed and the examination of candidates for ministry by the Board of Ordained 

Ministry.  Please continue to pray for the unity of the UMC. 

 

Church Trivia 
1. Why is bread used in the celebration of Holy Communion? 

A. To signify God's sustenance of human beings and the importance of our eating together 

B. Jesus shared meals frequently with His disciples and with others 

C. It signifies Christ's identity and mission 

D. B 

E. B & C 

F. All of the above 

2. The bread used in Holy Communion should be.... 

A. Plain, without seeds, icing, raisins, artificial coloring, etc 

B. A whole loaf 

C. Served to the people from the broken loaf 

D. A 

E. A & B 

F. All of the above   Answers on page 5. 

 

The Hacker 
Last fall police in Argentina arrested a nineteen-year-old super-hacker who ran an elaborate cyber-fraud network. From a 

"technological cave" in his home, the teenager hacked into money transfer and gambling websites, skimming hundreds of 

thousands of dollars into his own account. 

No wonder we're worried about computer security. Hackers are everywhere. But the most notorious hacker in history is 

the devil himself, who tries to tamper with the marvelous computer system God has installed within us -- our brains. He 

tries to deceive us and corrupt our minds. 

We need the security system of God's Word. The Bible says, "I will put MY laws into their hearts, and in their minds I 

will write them" (Hebrews 10:16). Reading, studying, memorizing, and meditating on Scripture are the security systems 

of the mind. Starting a Scripture memory program is as easy as finding a verse to learn and resolving to repeat it aloud, 

say, ten times when you get up and ten times at bedtime. Sounds like a simple plan, but try it for a few weeks. You'll be 

amazed how secure it helps you feel. 

I know of no other single practice in the Christian life more rewarding, practically speaking, than memorizing Scripture.  

Chuck Swindoll, in Growing Strong in the Seasons of Life 

Source: Today’s Turning Point with Dr. David Jeremiah, January 17, 2014 
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United Methodist Women News 
Submitted by Cathey Robertson, Communications 

UPCOMING EVENT:   

April 28 - May 12, 2019 – Alpha’s Glory Pregnancy Crisis Center – 

Aberdeen, - Collection of change in the Baby Bottles. Dedication will be on May 12, 2019.  

Green Team - The UMW will be working with the Havre de Grace (HdG) City Green Team for future projects 

for families to pursue to promote a healthy, clean environment.  The ―Green Team‖ is a grassroots organization!  

Most individuals should be familiar with the 3 R’s: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.  The HdG Green Team’s Board, 

Members, and Committees have set their own 3 R goals of: 

 Re-Educate (ongoing efforts to educate how, what, why, and where regarding green initiatives) 

 Refer (to serve as a clearinghouse for the community on green topics or suggest to the HdG Green Team 

green topics you want to hear more on) 

 Recognize (provide recognition and incentives to the community to encourage and reward action) 

More information will be forthcoming on the next event. 

Harford Family House - Plans are forthcoming for ways to assist families living in Harford Family House by 

donating needed items for their housing and other needed assistance to individual families. 

Flower Fund: Individuals who have signed up to place altar flowers on a Sunday morning must pay for the 

flowers two weeks in advance or your flowers will not be ordered. This is critical to keep our account with 

Amanda’s Florist current. Checks should be payable to UMW Flower Fund. Thank you to all who are paying 

for their flowers on time or in advance. It is greatly appreciated when it is time to pay the bill!! Please be sure 

to return the containers.  

―Living faithfully requires that we carefully frame our world so that our eyes, ears, hearts, and minds are always 

open to the work of God around us and in us.  The book of Romans exemplifies this kind of life when it says: In 

order to do this work, we must develop a way of life that lets God into our lives more tangibly and profoundly.  

This includes the act of noticing when God shows up in our lives through others and through the creation.  It 

also means making time to nurture our relationship with God, as well as with our friends, families, and 

communities.  If we expect this work to occur without any effort on our part, we are sorely mistaken.  While 

God is always at work in our lives, our participation is necessary if we truly wish to grow and awaken to the 

ways of the spirit.‖  Taken, in part, from ―Response, the magazine of Women in Mission‖, Jessica Stonecypher, 

Embracing Wholeness: an Earth Perspective for Covenantal Living‖ 

Organizing for Mission: Each organization unit of UMW will determine, on the basis of an assessment of its 

needs, the organizational form required to effectively implement the PURPOSE of the UMW, keeping in mind 

flexibility of structure and times of meetings. The program of the HDG UMW will provide opportunities for the 

participation and leadership of all its members, encouraging women to be in mission by growing spiritually, 

engaging in service and advocacy, educating for change, developing leaders, expanding and nurturing its 

membership and supporting the organization through Mission Giving. 

 

AU Dedicates BWC-Funded Campus Pool 
The Africa University community celebrated the expansion of sports facilities on campus with the dedication of 

a new swimming pool in February.  The outdoor swimming pool is a major hit with students and staff.  

Construction took nine months and was funded through gifts given by members of the Baltimore Washington 

Conference to mark Bishop Marcus Matthews’ 2016 retirement.  Bishop Matthews, the outgoing chair of the 

AU Board of Directors, and his spouse, Ms. Barbara Matthews, participated in the dedication ceremony 

alongside Mr. Charlie Moore, an AU Board member and layperson of the Baltimore Washington Conference. 

Source: Africa University Today, Winter 2019 

https://www.hdggreenteam.org/re-education-topics.html
https://www.hdggreenteam.org/contact.html
https://www.hdggreenteam.org/recognition.html
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Native American Ministries Sunday 
May 5, celebrates ministry with our more than 20,000 Native American United Methodists. We will receive a 

special offering that day to directly support Native American congregations and enable them to authentically 

minister with their communities while honoring creative expressions of culture and heritage. This offering 

supports Native American leaders; strengthens, develops and equips United Methodist Native American rural, 

urban and reservation congregations, ministries and communities; and Conference outreach. It also provides 

scholarships for Native American seminary students. Our generosity to this special offering honors our 

denominational connection and lives out our commitment to repentance, healing, forgiveness and love. Please 

give as God leads.  

 

Church Trivia Answers 
1. ANSWER: A. B, C 

2. ANSWER: A, B, C 

Bread is used in both the Old & New Testaments to signify God's sustenance of human beings and the 

importance of our eating together.  When God liberated the Hebrew people from slavery in Egypt, they carried 

their bread with them.  The Jews have celebrated this exodus throughout the centuries as Passover.  The 

provision of manna and the showbread (bread of the Presence) kept in the Tabernacle are examples of God's 

sustenance from the time of Israel's wandering in the wilderness.  In the New Testament, Jesus shared meals 

frequently with his disciples and with others.  He fed the multitudes and used bread to signify his identity and 

mission.  On the eve of his crucifixion, Jesus ate the Last Supper with his disciples.  After His resurrection, he 

broke bread with the travelers to Emmaus and with His disciples on the seashore. 

It is appropriate that the bread eaten in Holy Communion both look and taste like bread.  The use of a whole 

loaf best signifies the unity of the church as the body of Christ and, when it is broken and shared, our fellowship 

in that body. 

Historical continuity with the practice of the universal church is important; however, worship planners should 

be sensitive to local situations.  Bread may be made from any grain according to availability.  In ecumenical and 

other settings, wafers may be an appropriate choice. 

The loaf should be plain bread (no frostings, nuts, raisins, artificial coloring, or other additions).  Leavened or 

unleavened bread is equally acceptable.  In congregations where there are people with gluten allergies, gluten-

free bread may be offered.  The loaf broken at the table is to be the bread distributed to the people.  As 

appropriate to the dignity of the occasion, care should be taken to avoid excessive crumbling of the bread and to 

remove large pieces that fall to the floor. 

Ref: The Holy Mystery: A United Methodist Understanding of Holy Communion, adopted by the 2004 General Conference of The 

United Methodist Church. 

 

 

 

Join the group on May 10 and 24,  

10 a.m.-12 p.m. at 

Concord Point Coffee House. 
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VBS 2019:  Roar:  Life is wild, God is good! 
Submitted by Nancy Beckley 

VBS planning is already underway for Roar which will be held Sunday, June 23 thru 

Thursday, June 27, 2019 beginning each night at 6:15 and ending at 8:15 pm.  We are 

looking forward to a fun filled week! 

Each night begins with Sing and Play Roar where we are introduced to our memory buddy, Bible point, Bible 

story and key verse as well as sing.  Each night Irving Carter will help us explore our Bible point.  Groups will 

then move to Wild Bible Adventures where they will also enjoy a snack from the Hungry Herd Café.  They will 

also participate in Stampede Sports and Imagination Station before gathering together at the end of the evening 

for Safari Celebration and the ever popular Spot Light on VBS.   

Sunday begins with the UMMen hosting Dogs and Documents beginning at 5:30 p.m.  Enjoy a hot dog dinner 

and complete your registration.  At 6:15 p.m. we will gather in the sanctuary and be introduced to Mack who 

teaches us that when life is unfair, God is good.  Monday night we will be introduced to Hooper who teaches us 

that when life is scary, God is good.  Tuesday we will be introduced to Marge who teaches us that when life 

changes, God is good.  On Wednesday we will be introduced to Savanna who teaches us that when life is good, 

God is good and on Thursday we will be introduced to Zion who teaches us that when life is sad, God is good.  

We will also enjoy our closing program featuring our youth and Irving Carter.  We will then adjourn to the 

social room for ice cream treats.   

Since we are traveling to the African savanna this summer, our mission project will be the Children of Zion 

Village.  VBS will adopt a child for a year.  Our goal is to raise $360.00 to provide for this child.  Our youth 

will also focus their crafts toward this amazing project. 

VBS is the best week of the summer.  We are delighted to have so many wonderful volunteers to help make this 

week great!  We are always looking for more volunteers to help!  If you are interested in helping with VBS, 

please contact Nancy Beckley at 410-939-0931.  Safe sanctuary training is required.   

Watch the narthex/lobby-welcome center in mid-May for our donation board.  Please take a paper or two of 

items to help make our VBS a success! 

Please share VBS information with friends and family.  We look forward to a great week learning the when life 

is wild, God is good!  We have a pre-school class as well as groups for elementary and middle/high school and 

an adult class. 

 

 

Scholarships Available  
Scholarship applications for full members of Havre de Grace UM Church are available in 

the church office. These may be completed for college or vocational school.  They are due 

by July 1 and applicants will be notified of awards by August 15. See application for 

further details. 

 

 

 

GriefShare 
A new cycle of GriefShare is running in the Mentzer Parlor.  Sessions are 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. on 

Wednesdays through May 8.  Each session addresses a different issue associated with the grief process.  There 

is a one-time charge of $15.00 for the journal that you receive.  Scholarships are available, if needed.  Feel free 

to bring a comfort friend.   
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Community Information  
Harford County's "The Longest Table" – May 4, 9 a.m. – 11 a.m., Leidos Field at Ripken Stadium.  One 

Day. One Table. Hundreds of Conversations.  This event welcomes residents to sit down and ―break bread‖ 

with people they may not know, to foster conversations, strengthen and build connections, and to share ideas 

about Harford County.  Open to adults and high school students who are willing to mix and mingle informally 

with people they meet that day.  It will include brunch, $17.  More information: 

harfordcountymd.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/1559. 

Celebration of Cultures – May 4, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Downtown Bel Air (Main Street & Bel Air Armory). 

Includes: family entertainment, cultural performances, ethnic foods, local artisans, crafts, street performers, 

kid’s activities, music dancing, and demonstrations. 

Free Skin Cancer Screening - May 14, 5:30 p.m.  Take 10 minutes that could save your life.  Register: 800-

515-0044, Harford Memorial Hospital on the HealthLink Mobile Medical Van. 

Expungement Clinic – May 18, 10 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., Helping Hands Ministries, 3237 Level Road, Churchville.  

Attorneys on site to assist. 

Running for Recovery in Harford County – May 18, 8 a.m.  This is a 5K Walk/Run event.  $25 by May 16 or 

$30 on race day.  Cash & medal prizes.  Hot breakfast for all participants.  Proceeds will benefit non-profits that 

support individuals and families experiencing homelessness and seeking treatment for addiction.  The race will 

start at HCC, Susquehanna Center.  Sign-up:  runsignup.com/Race/Register/?raceid=58010. 

Teddy Bear Clinic – May 18, 9:00 a.m.  A unique and educational opportunity for parents and children to see 

the pediatric emergency room at UM Upper Chesapeake Medical Center.  Kids can bring their favorite teddy 

bear, doll or stuffed animal to the clinic and register them as ―patients‖.  Once the patient has been checked in, it 

will be seen by a nurse, treated by a doctor, and the kiddos can participate in some fun-filled activities.  All 

participants will learn some basic first aid, make a kit to take home, and receive a certificate of completion.  

Call 443-643-4206 for more information. 

AARP Smart Driver – May 18, 9 a.m.  For drivers 50+.  $15 for AARP members; $20 nonmembers.  Register: 

800-515-0044, UM UCMC, Bel Air. 

Become a Volunteer Mediator - Orientation Night – May 20, 6 p.m. - 8 p.m., McFaul Activity Center.  Open 

to adults and youth grade 9 and older.  Completion of the 50-hour basic mediation training is mandatory; classes 

must not be missed.  Candidates who miss even 1 hour of training must drop out and retake the training from 

the beginning the following year.  Upon completion of training, candidates must volunteer on the Harford 

County Community Mediation Program for a minimum of 100 hours within one calendar year.  This is 

approximately 2 mediations per month or 10 hours of outreach and office work per month.  Apply by May 17 at 

www.harfordmediation.org.  Call 410-638-4807 for more information. 

Senior University, May 30, 5:30 p.m.  This is a NEW 4 part program for Seniors.  It features information on 

successful senior living.  May 30: Money Matters; insurance, powers of attorney, advance directives.  June 5: 

Staying Safe; fall prevention, safe driving, medication side effects, and helpful apps.  June 17: Staying Healthy; 

preventive health care, substance use issues, healthy minds.  June 27: Independent Living; real estate tips, 

downsizing, skilled nursing options.  Go to one or all!  Register: 800-515-0044. 

Harford County Bike Camp – June 24-28, Churchville Parks and Recreation Building.  For people with 

differing abilities ages 8 years and older.  Riders will attend the same 75-minute session each day where they 

will be assisted physically and encouraged by two volunteer ―spotters‖.  Learn to ride a two-wheel bike 

independently!  Rider requirements: must be at least 8 years old by start of camp and have a disability, must be 

able to walk without an assistive device and sidestep to both sides, must be able to attend all the sessions during 

the camp, must be under 220 lbs. and have a minimum inseam measurement of 20‖ (measured from floor with 

sneakers on). Registration opens on March 15 to sign up for your time slot – 

www.harfordcountymd.gov/2232/Harford-County-Bike-Camp.  Limited rider spots.  Volunteers needed too as 

volunteer spotters.  Contact Rachel Harbin at 410-638-3373 with any questions. 

http://harfordcountymd.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/1559
http://runsignup.com/Race/Register/?raceid=58010


 

The Visitor    Page 8 

Community Information (continued) 

May is Brain Tumor Awareness Month – The 4
th

 Annual Maryland Brain Tumor Walk will be Saturday, 

September 14 at Lake Waterford Park in Pasadena, Maryland and is an event to raise awareness and much-

needed resources to fund critical brain tumor-specific programs to improve the lives of all those affected by 

brain tumors.  Hosted by the National Brain Tumor Society, the Maryland Brain Tumor Walk offers individuals 

and teams a chance to honor and remember loved ones, connect with others interested in the brain tumor cause, 

and helps to educate the local community on the diverse needs of the brain tumor community.  

 

Discipleship Opportunities 
Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore, go and 

make disciples of all nation...." Matthew 28:18-19 

How are those walking shoes?  Are they ready to take you out into a mission field of your choice?  Here are this 

month's opportunities. 

 Alpha's Glory Pregnancy Resource Center:  Are you Pro-Life?  Do you love children?  Do you 

support family unity?  Do you enjoy mentoring others?  Alpha's Glory may be your mission field!  They 

offer various volunteer opportunities: peer counselors, parenting instructors, office support.  Karen 

Wilson, Director, would LOVE to hear from you!  She can be reached at 410-272-4711 or email 

director@alphasglory.org. 

 Welcome One:  This might be the one for you if you like meal planning/cooking and enjoy mingling 

with our less fortunate Christian siblings.  If you're an early bird, you might enjoy providing breakfasts. 

If you're short on time, think about making lunches.  Take a friend or go with a seasoned dinner provider 

to get your feet wet.  Sign up on the clipboard during worship or contact Tom Haug at 410-272-6832 or 

tomhaug@verizon.net for more information. 

 

Thoughts from Prison: Christ and the Prisoner 
Submitted by Dan Rusin, Kairos MCI-J 

With Easter this year coinciding with the Kairos Prison Ministry, I have come to a really deep observation that 

the persons on the cross next to Jesus were both prisoners.  Jesus talked to both.  One was to be with him in 

Paradise.  I'm struck by the simplicity of who Jesus talked to and with whom he was executed.  One of his last 

conversations before his death was with a prisoner. 

God could have arranged for Jesus to be crucified alone in a solo operation. Jesus’ accusers could have even 

treated him as royalty instead. But The Bible says the person next to Christ on the Cross was a prisoner. 

For the folks who participate on the Kairos retreats, Inside with the men, or Outside with the women, it’s like 

participating in a Mission Trip.  We team up for a short time, for a couple of months of training, for a big retreat 

event. And, then, may have follow up interactions.  Kairos is that way. 

Every time I enter the prison at Jessup, I see men who remind me of us, a man who reminds me of a family 

member or of a friend, a man who reminds me of Jesus, and often a man or two who remind me of me. 

Finally, a big shout out to Sue Ellen North and many other folks. I’m only involved in Kairos because of the 

example of people around me -- many of whom do much more. Sue Ellen has been involved with Kairos longer 

than I have and was recently the Leader of a Kairos Outside Women’s Weekend Mission (Retreat).  Other folks 

have shared God’s love with prisoners, too, and I am excited that we have seven people participating in the 

Closing Ceremony April 28 for our upcoming Men’s Inside Retreat.  

mailto:director@alphasglory.org
mailto:tomhaug@verizon.net
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Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 
“Blessed to be a blessing….reaching the unreached” 

―God has blessed us so that we might make his will known to all people that all people may 

praise God‖  Psalm 67:1-3  
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Alpha’s Glory, Ministering to HER 
Submitted by Lynn Van Keuren 

Alpha’s Glory is one of the many ministries selected by your Missions Team to receive financial help 

each year.   Have you ever wondered about this organization? 

In March I visited Alpha’s Glory and was very impressed. This is a non-profit Christian ministry in 

Aberdeen whose mission is to ―present Biblical truths to affirm the value of life by providing 

pregnancy and pregnancy loss services to moms, dad, and families‖ by ministering to HER (heal, 

empower, and restore). Their vision is a community where every child has the opportunity to be born 

healthy and to be placed in the arms of a mother and father well equipped to provide a loving home to 

the glory of God. 

Just walking in to meet staff and volunteers and view the many available resources and services was 

heart-warming. 

Services provided include self-read pregnancy tests and verification documentation for WIC, the 

Health Department, and Social Services. Clients are encouraged to seek medical confirmation and 

referred to medical providers. 

Counselors are available to provide information and resources about parenting, abortion, and 

adoption, although Alpha’s Glory does not offer, recommend, or refer for abortions. In fact, Secret 

Garden Ministries can help with the consequences of post-abortion stress.  

Parenting classes are offered to individuals, including those whose children have been removed from 

the home or who have been court-ordered to take such classes. A trained counselor teaches the classes 

during one-on-one weekly visits and provides a certificate when each class has been completed.  

Mentoring Moms and Mentoring Dads are counseling programs provided to expectant and current 

parents of children from birth to two years of age. Topics include fetal development, prenatal care, 

newborn care, discipline, parenting strategies, and many other topics. Clients earn vouchers for 

material assistance. The ―Baby Boutique‖ offers items such as diapers, wipes, formula, clothing, car 

seats, and other items for participants.  

Sexual Healing and Integrity helps those seeking peace and happiness through God’s love in a 15-

week study. Counseling is also available for individuals hoping to establish healthy sexual boundaries 

in their lives.  

Alpha’s Glory is administered by Karen Wilson, along with an office manager and administrative 

assistant. A long list of volunteers provides counseling and other supportive help.  Funds for this 

ministry come from individuals, businesses, churches, organizations, and other fundraising. A 

proposed Ultrasound Project will provide limited obstetric ultrasound services in order to reach out to 

women who are abortion-vulnerable.  

In addition to being a recipient of Missions funds, Alpha’s Glory also is blessed with a special 

―offering‖ from HdG UMC. In the spring, our United Methodist Women distribute baby bottles to be 

taken home and filled with spare change.  They are returned in May. The money is counted and then 

donated to Alpha’s Glory. This year, as you fill your bottle, think of the parents, and especially the 

babies and toddlers who will benefit from the loving services of this ministry 

For more information about Alpha’s Glory, or to donate or volunteer, call 410-272-4711. 

God is good all the time.  All the time, God is good. 
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PTL Time! 
Submitted by Pat Campbell 

Tom and I would like to thank, again, all those who helped/supported our ERS in January.  It is with joy that I 

share some of the fruits of our labor as we brought the Kingdom of God closer to some of our brothers and 

sisters in Christ. 

This year’s ERS (Emergency Rotating Shelter) program had a total of 84 guests, 13 more than last year.  30% of 

these guests were women, which is up from 25% of the previous years.   

 19 of these persons have found housing 

 20 are now at Welcome One (FCCAU) 

 20 are living with family/friends 

 3 are in half-way homes 

 5 are living in motels at their own cost 

 9 returned to the streets 

 4 are incarcerated 

 4 are in locations unknown. 

Victorious Faith Church is where our guests went during the day every Saturday.  At the end of the ERS season, 

the congregation held a special service where four guests gave their testimonies.  We hosted Sylvia and Nancy 

who were two of those who gave their testimony; they are both in permanent housing.   

Updates on some of the guests you may have known: 

 John goes to the Epicenter and has recently gone to Mountain Christian Church. 

 John & Shannon are at Welcome One.  They had been offered work at Dunlop on the third shift (nights).  

They were unable to accept the job offers due to guidelines at Welcome One, so they continue to search.  

 Charles is at Welcome One. 

 Sheila and Bobby are staying in a motel.  They are still working, but due to health issues, Sheila may be 

laid-off because she can’t work to expectations. 

 Joe is at Welcome One. 

 Tyriq has housing and a job. 

 Zack is at Welcome One, has a job at Cracker Barrel and is looking for a second job.  He is regularly 

attending Mt. Zion UMC. 

 Darla is employed at the Bel Air Auto Auction. 

 Bob & Carolyn, from our first year of hosting the ERS, are very active in the William Waters UMC.  

Carolyn continues to have health problems. 

Please continue to pray for these souls that their lives will continue to move forward in body, mind and spirit 

and let us give thanks to God for the progress He has guided them to make. 

THANK YOU again for such a successful ERS season! 

 

Commendations to… 
Kamryn Bennett who made the Honor Roll at Havre de Grace Middle School, Spencer Taylor who made the 

Honor Roll at Rising Sun High School and Savannah Bennett who was named to the Distinguished Honor Roll 

for the third time this year at Perryville Middle School! Keep up the good work. 

Morgan Teefy & Renee Hartmann who received their Gold Awards -- the highest possible award in Girl 

Scouts! 
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Borders Breached 
--They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, because 

many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. All who 

believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell 

their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had 

need. Day by day as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food 

with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord 

added to their number those who were being save. – Acts 2: 42-47 

Dear Fellow Disciples: 

Easter Day has come and gone but the Easter season of the Church Year continues through Pentecost in June. 

More importantly, Easter changed things. The first disciples of Jesus experienced confusion, anxiety and, 

ultimately, joy on the first Easter morning. They were changed. WE are changed. We now live in the 

Resurrection season of human history.  

Easter, however, did more than change Jesus’ individual disciples. It also created a new kind of community 

which we call Church.  The Bible passage above describes that community. And Easter gave that community 

the power to share the Good News of God’s love around the world – a process described in The Acts of the 

Apostles. That is why it is traditional to read Acts in worship during the Easter season in place of the Old 

Testament lesson.  

In spreading the gospel consider how many borders were breached! Beginning on Easter Day itself, the border 

we call death was breached by the risen Christ. In the Early Church, described above, the borders of economic 

class were breached. As the Apostles Peter and Paul preached, the border (boundary, wall, barrier) between 

Jews and Gentiles was breached. As the Early Church grew the border between male and female was breached. 

The border between slave and free was breached. The border of race was breached when Philip witnessed to the 

Ethiopian eunuch. And how very many regional, national and ethnic borders were breached as they failed to 

stop or contain the spread of the gospel! Borders of power were breached as the Apostle Paul even preached to 

the Imperial Guard and in Rome.  

We are the spiritual descendants of these border-breakers. It is our legacy to continue to look for what barriers 

between people are falling before the onslaught of the gospel. What an exciting adventure it is to be smugglers 

and border raiders for Christ! 

So, ponder what barriers are coming down and what barriers remain that keep folk from fully experiencing 

reconciliation with God and each other and which prevent folk from knowing the love and grace of Christ Jesus. 

Pray for courage for Christ’s Church as we seek to challenge those borders which remain and cross what 

borders you can in the Name of the Ultimate Border Breaker, Jesus the risen Christ. 

    Grace and Peace, 

    Pastor Norman 
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Please contact Anita Bliesener at 443-876-3898 or the office at 410-939-2464 to add or remove persons from the Prayer List.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jodi Adams Mary Evans Ron Schallawitz Youth of our Church 

Harold Altland Pat Fedock John Schmick and Community 

Ian Anderson Sophie Geiger Mary Slade All Shut-Ins 

Shirley Baker Lois Gilbert Shawn Smith Those Grieving 

Phil Barker Dolly Goebel David Starr Those Homeless 

Julie & Jr. Barton Harold Goebel Rob Taylor Those with Addictions 

Mike Bedwell Buddy Holbrook Thelma Thomas Refugees 

Bev Bennington Matt Horn Daniel Travis Children of Zion Village 

Tom Bennington Catherine Jones Peg Trimboli Sillamae Church 

Janet Bingham Janet Jones Brandon Vaughn Victims of Terrorism & 

Vern Bingham Pastor Richard Keller Clarence Vaughn Natural Catastrophes 

Byron Boyd John MacLean Bob Weber U.S. Military Personnel 

Cathy Boyd Lil Martin Olive Wiegand serving around the world 

Len Burcham Stephie Matthews Rickey Wilson Family Unity 

Rod Cass Everett McDuffy Carol Wooten Our Police Officers 

Larry Chance Carol McGowan Mickey Wright All Missionaries 

Mary Jane Cheek Bill Mentzer Jane Young Family Unity 

Betty Clayson Edna Newsome Art Drug Free Community 

Peggy Cunningham Kim Newsome Erika & Mitch LeBlanc’s 

Alana Cymek Gerald Northram Luna First Responders 

Cindy Dominick Alayna Rice Sabrina Our Country & Leaders 

Jayden Dougan Sydney Ringsaker Sally Victims of Disease 

Linda Ebaugh Mark Schallawitz  The United 

   Methodist Church 
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Set Your Sight on Better Health  
Submitted by Pat Campbell 

Immediately he regained his sight and followed Him, glorifying 

God; and all the people, when they saw it, praised God.  

       Luke 18:43 

Eye care should be an integral part of a healthy lifestyle, but so often, we only think about eye care when we 

forget sunglasses on a sunny day! 

Follow these straightforward tips to take care of your eyes now and keep them healthy for years to come. 

1. HAVE AN ANNUAL EYE EXAM.  See your eye care professional.  And, don't forget to dilate!  A 

dilated eye, or digital imagery, is the only way for your doctor to catch common eye diseases. 

2. INVEST IN GOOD EYEWEAR.  This includes both protective eyewear (goggles, sports guards, etc.) 

and sunglasses.  Look for both in your local sporting goods store, but for sunglasses be sure to seek out 

glasses that advertise blocking 100 percent of UV rays. 

3. PRACTICE GOOD COMPUTER HABITS.  These guidelines will help reduce eye strain due to 

screens:  A. Turn down the brightness on your computer, phone and tablet. B. Try to keep your eyes at a 

good distance from the screen to decrease eye strain--if the text is too hard to read, increase the size!    

C. Follow the common 20-20-20 rule - for every 20 minutes of screen time, take a break to look 20 feet 

away for 20 seconds, and be sure to fully blink! 

4. REMIND FRIENDS AND FAMILY!  If you are close to someone who has glaucoma, or know 

someone who is at risk for glaucoma (this includes African Americans over age 40, people over 60, and 

those with a family history of the disease) be sure to encourage them to take their glaucoma medicine 

every day, and to go in for a comprehensive eye exam at least every two years to try and catch the 

disease early.  The National Institute for Health reports that although there is no cure for glaucoma, 

patients should work together with care professionals to make the most out of their glaucoma treatment. 

Ask questions like, "Should I make any lifestyle changes?" and don't be afraid to ask for written 

instructions.  The more you know, the better prepared you will be. 

With Spring here and Summer with its bright sun rays coming soon, plus all the screen time our eyes endure 

anymore, I thought this article on eye care might be beneficial.  I pray we all have good eyesight throughout our 

lives here on earth. 

Reference: ChurchHealth Reader, Winter 2019, p.7. 
 

 

Thank You 
Thanks to the following folk who helped with our Spring Clean Up Day: Chet & 

Annabelle Thurlow, Bill Chase, Vince Johnston, Ridge Pilcher, Dale & Terri Shires, Tom Haug, Paul Mauldin, 

Doug Wooten, Jean Willan, Jerry & Lynn Van Keuren, Jon Rickey, Harry Allman, Gordon Gaskill, Madison & 

Alisha Bennett, Tina Mike and 11 Cub Scouts and parents!  We got a lot done and the church looks great! 

 

I want to thank Pastor Norman and everyone for their support during my mother’s illness and passing.  Your 

prayers and words of kindness mean so much to me.  Bless you, 

        Judy Billings 
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Substance Use Disorders, Behavioral Health Issues  

and God's Love 
Submitted by Ridge Pilcher 

During my forty years of nursing, much of my time was spent in teaching my clients how to stay healthy, how 

to control symptoms, and how to avoid further medical problems.  These were difficult goals for many of the 

folks I worked with—the inner city was, and is, filled with danger.  Simple goals, such as following a healthy 

diet, were nearly impossible; few fresh vegetables and fruits were available and the ones that were, were more 

expensive.  Asthma patients often were not living in an environment where clean air was the norm.  Family 

members smoked, or the patient smoked.  So many people were addicted to drugs—cigarettes, alcohol, crack, 

heroin. 

For some health care providers, it was tempting to say ―THEY BRING THEIR MEDICAL PROBLEMS ON 

THEMSELVES.‖ And, thus, we as healers, were not responsible for our failures. 

BUT GOD DOES NOT ACCEPT THIS EXCUSE.  Ernest was a fixture at HealthCare for the Homeless: a 

large, genial man with diabetes and chronic alcoholism, he was with us every day, welcoming us to work.  

When he was in the hospital for vascular problems related to his diabetes, I visited him.  He said the dietician 

had talked about his diet and he showed me her recommendations for a 1200 calorie diet.  I asked him if he had 

told her that he ate at soup kitchens and shelters and he said yes.  Did he have a choice of meals?  Yet a few 

years later, Ernest was in recovery and I visited him at his apartment.  He proudly showed me his cans of food 

and read the labels, noting the carbohydrates.  Ernest died not too long ago, of cirrhosis of the liver.  He was no 

longer homeless or an active alcoholic.  God had plans for Ernest that defied our expectations. 

Many of our clients had problems with substance use, complicated with mental health issues.  Initially, the 

belief was that the behavioral health issue needed to be addressed before the substance use problem could be 

considered.  But experienced therapists and recovery leaders insisted that both need to be considered as the 

client is seen.  Folks who refuse to think about depression or bipolar mania as a problem are welcome to think 

about ways to consider recovery, and people who feel the pain of rejection and broken families are given help 

even as they continue to use drugs. The goal is to HELP WHERE YOU CAN AND PRAY FOR THE REST. 

Voices of Hope in Cecil County have announced that they will be partnering with Cecil County Health 

Department to offer to those most at risk for infection and overdose a syringe exchange program.  Drug users 

are being urged to sign up.  The folks who take advantage of this program will be offered sterile syringes for the 

used ones they turn in. This program will offer information about disease prevention, treatment options and 

community supports.  The goals are admirable: 

2. Cecil County will have a lower rate of Hepatitis C transmissions 

3. Hospitals will have fewer hospital stays related to unsafe use practices (infections at injection sites, 

bacterial endocarditis) 

Voices of Hope also provides narcan training to anyone who wants it, and free narcan, so an overdose may not 

lead to a funeral. 

This program separates the stigma of THEY ARE ADDICTS-THEY DESERVE WHAT HAPPENS TO THEM 

from the fact that we all deserve a chance to be healed.  And in the journey to recovery, staying as well as 

possible is a worthy goal.  Are we condoning SIN?  Perhaps using drugs is grievous to God because he wants us 

to be well. Perhaps smoking is a behavior that should make us ashamed, or overeating, or not exercising.  But 

when I am angry at a friend God is also disappointed.  When I tell a lie (even a small one) I make Jesus sad.  

When the Body of Christ chooses not to see the needs of our brothers and sisters with substance use disorders or 

behavioral health problems as worthy of our prayers and action we are missing a chance to bring God's love to 

our own kin. 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Birthdays  

 

May 

Nancy Beckley ...................................7 

Pamela DiMauro ................................9 

Dennis Gehman ..................................6 

Lee Gehman .......................................10 

Bridget M. Tramontana ......................18 

 

June 

Alana Cymek .....................................6 

Emily Fabriziani.................................6 

Bonnie Teefy ......................................6 

Katie Cymek ......................................10 

Emerson Kelley ..................................11 

David R. Craig ...................................12 

Karen Jobes ........................................17 

Casey L. Craig ...................................18 

Tatum Overbay ..................................20 

Laura Greuter .....................................26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 

May 

Dennis & Lee Gehman.......................6 

Russ & Jennett Ebright ......................16 

 

June 

Ned & Linda Tomarchio ....................4 

Jim & Trudy Newby ..........................9 

John & Sandy Horton.........................25 

Robert & Alice Perry .........................27 

Keith and Nancy Beckley ..................28 

Dan & Jennifer Robertson .................30 

 

The Visitor is published monthly by 

Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

101 South Union Avenue 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078 

410-939-2464 (phone) 

443-502-2651 (fax) 

E-Mail:  hdgumc@verizon.net 

Webpage:  www.hdgumc.org 

Norman Obenshain, Pastor/Editor 

Tammy Brinkman, Compositor 

Christine Wildberger, Publisher 

All newsletter contributions should be left in the Church Office in the box marked for The Visitor or  

e-mailed to the Church Office or Tammy Brinkman at: tbrinkman@verizon.net.   

Deadline for submission of items is the 2
nd

 Sunday of the month by 10:30 a.m. preceding publication.  Anything 

received after that date will be placed in the next month’s newsletter.   

The editors reserve the right to edit for content and space.   

We welcome your suggestions and contributions for The Visitor. 

Have You Submitted 

Your Name and Date? 

If you would like your name included, 

please contact the church office with the 

date of your birthday and/or anniversary 

and your name.   



 

 

MAY 2019        Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 
 



 

 

Serving in Worship 

 

Call the Church Office at 410-939-2464  

if you would like to serve in worship. 
 

May 5 8:15 a.m. 9:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Greeter(s) Mary Fisher Brian & Alisha Bennett 
Shella Bierlair &  

Annabelle Thurlow 

Nursery Dennis & Sarah Gehman  July & Pat Baker 

Sound Tech Paul Mauldin Kim Rusin  Keith Beckley 

Liturgist Peg Carroll  Susie Passwaters 

Acolyte James Woodford  Emily Fabriziani 

Anointing 
Billie Labhart &  

Janyce Smalley 
 Harry & Connie Allman 

 

May 12 8:15 a.m. 9:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Greeter(s) Kim & Lisa Altland Pat Campbell Karen Jobes & Betty Caffo 

Nursery Bring Your Kids to Church!  Bring Your Kids to Church! 

Sound Tech Niki Haug Kim Rusin Keith Beckley 

Liturgist Tom Haug   

Acolyte James Woodford  Charles Gamatoria 

 

May 19 8:15 a.m. 9:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Greeter(s) Susan Capp Gus & Mary Kowalewski 
Sandy Jordan &  

Janyce Smalley 

Nursery Dennis & Sarah Gehman  Keith & Nancy Beckley 

Sound Tech Doug Wooten Kim Rusin Doug Wooten 

Liturgist Ridge Pilcher   

Acolyte James Woodford  Savannah Bennett 

    

May 26 8:15 a.m. 9:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Greeter(s) Kim Fillinger Ryan Duff Dee Ashby & John Fisher 

Nursery Bring Your Kids to Church!  Bring Your Kids to Church 

Sound Tech Paul Mauldin Kim Rusin Dean Cymek 

Liturgist Pat Campbell   

Acolyte James Woodford  Cole Campbell 



 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 2019 

Child Registration Form 

 

(Please complete one form per child) 

 

 

Child’s Name:           Child’s gender:     

 

Child’s age:    Child’s date of birth:       Last grade completed in school:    

 

Name of parents:                

 

Address:               

 

City:            State:    Zip:     

 

Telephone number:          

 

Email address:             

 

Home church:              

 

Allergies or other medical conditions:            

 

                

 

Emergency contact:               

 

Emergency contact phone number:           

 

Permissions.  Please initial if you consent to the following: 

 

I give permission for my child’s photo to be taken for use during VBS.     

 

I give permission for my child’s photo to be used by the church either in publication or on the web 

site.     

 

Parent’s Signature:             Date:     

 

 

 

For VBS use only 

 

  Pre-K   K/1  2/3  4/5/6  Middle School 



 

 

 
Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

101 South Union Avenue 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078-3007 

 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       [     ] 

 

 

 

 

       [     ] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Please join us for worship. 

 

Schedule 
 

   8:15 a.m. Informal Worship Service 
   with Celebration of Communion 

   (Nursery care available) 

   9:45 a.m. Praise & Worship Service 

   9:45 a.m. Sunday School for All Ages 

 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 
   (Nursery care Available) 

For all other program information, 

please phone 410-939-2464. 
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