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Tom and Cindy 

Wildman will lead 

us in decorating 

the Sanctuary 

beginning 9:00 

a.m. on Saturday, 

December 1.  On 

this same day, the 

Men’s Group will be setting up our outdoor Nativity 

and the Christmas tree in the Social Room.  Come 

on out, help, and have a great time! 

 

Christmas Card Exchange 
A Christmas Card Exchange Box is available in the 

Lobby-Welcome Center.  Drop off your Christmas 

card wishes to your church family members and 

pick up your cards as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Saturday, December 8 

9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall/Social Room 

If you can help by baking and donating Christmas 

cookies, please call the Church office at 410-939-

2464 to be added to our list of bakers - thank you! 

In addition to the cookies for sale, we will have 

some Christmas gifts for purchase.  We will also 

have Cathey’s Crafts - all proceeds will be donated 

to the upcoming VIM Mission trip in June 2019.  

See UMW News for more details on this event. 
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Sermon Series 

Advent Sermon Series: New Life “In Between” 

We often speak of “between the holidays,” meaning between Christmas and New 

Years, but for us Christians we are always living “in between.” We live between 

the first coming of Christ and the second coming of Christ at the end of time. 

Advent is not just a lead-up to Christmas but invites us to ponder the most 

important things as we consider the end of all things. This is not a call to fear but 

to New Life! 

December 2 – Advent I; Celebration of Holy Communion 

Jeremiah 33: 14-16; Luke 21: 25-36, “Looking for the Fig Tree” 

It is an act of faith to look for redemption in the midst of fear but the coming 

kingdom brings new life 

December 9 – Advent II 

Malachi 3: 1-4; Luke 3: 1-6, “Claiming the New Life” 

Shifting our direction and priorities enables reception of new life. 

December 16 – Advent III 

Luke 3: 7-18, “Living the New Life” 

Repenting means choosing to live differently 

December 23 – Advent IV 

8:15 & 9:45 

Micah 5: 2-5a; Luke 1: 39-45; Luke 1: 47-55, “Can They Hear Us Singing?” 

We magnify the Lord in our own way in our own day 

11:00 - Christmas Cantata - "The Glory of Christmas: Celebrating Christ's Birth" 

December 24 – Christmas Eve 

6 p.m. – Family Candlelight Service – “Waiting!” 

8 p.m. – Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols – “God on the Margins” 

God meets us on the margins of life. We are called to meet others there, too 

December 30 – First Sunday of Christmas; Sixth Day of Christmas 

We celebrate the Incarnation – God comes to us in Jesus of Nazareth born in Bethlehem! 

Luke 2: 22-40, Hymn Sing 

New Year Sermon Series: "Tough Issues"  

The sermon series in the new year will address some of the hard challenges folk face.  Please email Pastor 

Norman or use the yellow Prayer Cards in the pew racks (mark them TI and put them in Offering plate) to 

suggest topics for this series.  What issues do we face as individuals?  As a society?  As the Church? 

 

Youth Activities  
Christmas Caroling! - December 16th immediately following 11:00 

church service (12:30ish).  Join us to spread some Christmas cheer to shut-

ins in the Havre de Grace area!  All ages and voices are welcome to join us!  

We will enjoy pizza in the Social Hall prior to departing for caroling. 
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The Way Forward - Let Your Voice Be Heard 
Submitted by Pat Campbell 

February 2019 will be here before we know it.  In this article I will review all three plans, once again. At the 

end of the article, I will list the names and emails of our Baltimore-Washington Conference delegates to the 

Special Called General Conference.  These are the persons one should contact to share his/her views, concerns 

etc. to help our delegates discern how to vote when the time comes.  Think of them as your 

Representatives/Senators to Congress and how you would write your views to one of them. 

The Judicial Council has ruled on all three plans being put forth to the Special Called General Conference as to 

the constitutionality of each. 

ONE CHURCH PLAN: This is the plan endorsed by the Council of Bishops and our Baltimore-Washington 

Conference.  The Judicial Council has ruled that is "largely constitutional".  There was one sentence in each of 

three petitions that were found unconstitutional, but Tom Berlin, one of the plan's writers said that it would be 

simple to delete these three sentences without effecting the plan.  Highlights of the One Church Plan: 

 Recognizes the diverse theological and scriptural understandings of our global church; 

 Provides generous unity for conferences, churches, and pastors; 

 Removes the restrictive language from our current Book of Discipline; 

 Maintains the current structure of the denomination; 

 Does not require any annual conference, bishop, congregations, or pastor to act contrary to their 

convictions; and 

 Allows congregations and pastors greater freedom to reach new people. 

THE TRADITONAL PLAN: The Judicial Council found constitutional issues with 9 of the 17 proposed 

petitions.  These tended to center around bishops' rights to fair and due process; "the requirement of certification 

for standards related only to self-avowed practicing homosexuals and such selective and partial application of 

church law violates the principle of legality, making those petitions unconstitutional"; and parts of another 

petition "which establishes a comprehensive system to ensure compliance".  At a meeting of the Wesleyan 

Covenant Association on Nov. 2, the Rev. Keith Boyette, the association's president, stated that the Traditional 

Plan would be brought into compliance by the start of the Special Called General Conference, February 2019.  

Highlights of the Traditional Plan: 

 Strengthens the current language of the Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality and increases 

accountability; 

 Asks annual conferences and bishops to certify they will support the Discipline; 

 Streamlines the process to enforce penalties for violations of the Book of Discipline related to marriage 

and ordination of self-avowed practicing homosexual persons; 

 Maintains the current structure of the church; 

 Continues all general agencies; and 

 Designs a process for those who cannot live within the Discipline to change their relationship with the 

UMC. 

THE CONNECTIONAL CONFERENCE PLAN: The Judicial Council ruled that it has "no authority to 

scrutinize the plan at this time" because it contains many constitutional changes needed for its implementation.  

Highlights of the Connectional Conference Plan: 

 Unified core that includes shared doctrine & services; 

 Creates three values-based connectional conferences; 

 Allows for a Book of Discipline within each connectional conference; 
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The Way Forward - Let Your Voice Be Heard (continued) 

THE CONNECTIONAL CONFERENCE PLAN: 

 Reduces General Boards & Agencies to a few shared services; Wespath (health & benefits), Publishing 

House, Finance & Administration, Commission of Archives & History, United Methodist Committee on 

Relief, parts of Global Ministries; 

 Current central conferences (those outside of the U.S.) have the choice of becoming their own 

connectional conference or joining a values-based connectional conference; 

 Council of Bishops is focused on shared learning & ecumenical relationships; 

 Episcopal oversight, accountability, elections, assignments, & funding occur within the College of 

Bishops of each connectional conference; 

 Jurisdictional Conferences choose their connectional conference; 

 Annual Conferences can choose a different connectional conference than Jurisdictional Conference; and 

 Local churches can choose a different connectional conference from their annual conference. 

Should anyone have opinions/thoughts he/she would like to share with our delegates to the Special Called 

General Conference, 2019, please feel free to contact any one or all of them. 

CLERGY MEMBERS: 

Terri Rae Chattin (chair of the delegation) trchattin@gmail.com 

Joe Daniels, pastor Emory Fellowship, Washington, D.C., joedaniels@me.com 

J.W. Park, Central Maryland District Superintendent, parkjw@aol.com 

Ginger Gaines-Cirelli, pastor, Foundry UMC, Washington, D.C., ggainescirelli@foundryumc.org 

Conrad Link, Cumberland-Hagerstown District Superintendent, clink@bwcumc.org 

Joan Carter-Rimbach, pastor, John Wesley UMC, Baltimore, carter-rimbach@comcast.net 

LAITY MEMBERS: 

Delores Martin, Good Hope Union UMC, Silver Spring, littleone_martin@verizon.net 

Jen Ihlo, Dumbarton UMC, Georgetown, jen.ihlo@gmail.com 

Charles Moore, Community UMC, Crofton, cmoore@telatlantic.net 

Cynthia Taylor, Epworth UM Chapel, Baltimore, cynthiaataylor1@verizon.net 

Tom Price, Mill Creek Parish UMC, Rockville, tombecki@aol.com 

Ken Ow, North Bethesda UMC, Bethesda, Kenow999@gmail.com 

Please continue to pray that each delegate from around the world will go to General Conference with peaceful, 

open, loving hearts, a willingness for consensus, an openness to the Holy Spirit to lead them to God's Will for 

the future way forward for our denomination. 

Sources: United Methodist News Service & BWC.org 

 

 

Grace Place Donations Needed 
Grace Place is collecting hats, gloves, scarves, and mittens in all 

sizes to be given out just before Christmas.  Donations brought 

to the church are due by December 11. 

mailto:trchattin@gmail.com
mailto:joedaniels@me.com
mailto:parkjw@aol.com
mailto:ggainescirelli@foundryumc.org
mailto:clink@bwcumc.org
mailto:carter-rimbach@comcast.net
mailto:littleone_martin@verizon.net
mailto:jen.ihlo@gmail.com
mailto:cmoore@telatlantic.net
mailto:cynthiaataylor1@verizon.net
mailto:tombecki@aol.com
mailto:Kenow999@gmail.com


 

The Visitor    Page 5 

United Methodist Women News 
Submitted by Cathey Robertson, Communications 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

November 25, 2018 – December 9, 2018 - Collection of items for Citizens 

Care and Rehabilitation Center – Items will be given to residents at Citizens on behalf of our church 

congregation.  Items we are looking for include: Deodorant (male and female); Dove, Oil of Olay, and Caress 

Body Wash for Men and Women; Oil of Olay and Caress Body Wash; Toothpaste and Toothbrush; Good Hair 

Brushes and Combs; Lip Balms; lotions like Jergens, Aveeo, Johnson’s Baby Lotions; and Large Print Word 

Search Books. They cannot accept any of the dollar store brands for body washes, soaps and lotions. The PH is 

so low it causes irritation to aging skin and is drying to the skin. Please do not purchase travel size lotions or 

any body powder, food or candy items 

December 7, 2018, Friday – Set up for annual UMW Cookie and Craft Sale (Church Social Room) and 

acceptance of items – 4:00pm to 6:00pm. 

December 8, 2018, Saturday – Annual UMW Cookie Sale – Church Social Room, 9:00am to 12:30pm.  In 

addition to the cookies for sale, we will have some Christmas gifts for purchase.   Funds from the sale will 

support our mission work.  A signup sheet will be passed around during all three church services for those that 

would like to donate cookies, brownies, etc.  Gluten free would be appreciated.  We will have free gift 

wrapping, containers for your cookies, hot chocolate, and hot coffee.  We will also have Cathey’s Crafts.  All 

proceeds from the craft sale will be donated to the upcoming VIM Mission trip in July 2019. 

December 14, 2018, Friday –Annual UMW Christmas Dinner/Party, Church Social Room, 6:30 – UMW 

Christmas Party will include a $10.00 gift exchange, covered dish dinner, games, songs, prayer.  We will be 

gathering items to donate to the Citizens Care and Rehabilitation Center in Havre de Grace as another of our 

Mission giving projects for the year. 

January 20, 2019 - February 3, 2019 – SOUPER BOWL Collections.  Yes, most of us will be watching the 

Super Bowl game (or at least the ads and halftime show) on February 3!  But we're talking about something 

else!  This is an opportunity to be providers of food rather than consumers of entertainment.  Our Methodist 

Women will be sponsoring a canned food drive (non-perishables) collection to help those who are hungry or 

"food insecure" in our own community.  We will also be collecting items for infants (diapers, blankets, non-

perishable food like rice or dry cereal, etc.).  ALL items will be donated to Grace Place.  Just leave your 

donations of soup, baby items or other non-perishable food in the narthex/lobby.  

 

FLOWER FUND: We are pleased to announce that Ridge Pilcher has volunteered to take over the duty of 

having flowers coordinated on Sundays in our church, effective January 2019.  Thank you, Ridge. 

Individuals who have signed up to place altar flowers on a Sunday morning must pay for the flowers two weeks 

in advance or your flowers will not be ordered.  This is critical to keep our account with Amanda’s Florist 

current.  Checks should be payable to UMW Flower Fund.  Thank you to all who are paying for their flowers on 

time or in advance.  It is greatly appreciated when time to pay the bill!!  Please be sure to return the 

containers. 

 

ORGANIZING FOR MISSION:  Each organization unit of UMW will determine, on the basis of an 

assessment of its needs, the organizational form required to effectively implement the PURPOSE of the UMW, 

keeping in mind flexibility of structure and times of meetings.  The program of the HDG UMW will provide 

opportunities for the participation and leadership of all its members, encouraging women to be in mission by 

growing spiritually, engaging in service and advocacy, educating for change, developing leaders, expanding and 

nurturing its membership and supporting the organization through Mission Giving. 

 



 

The Visitor    Page 6 

United Methodist Men News 
Submitted by Doug Wooten, President 

Thank you for supporting our United Methodist Men's Fellowship. Here are some of the things we have 

accomplished from our monthly dues and our two annual fundraisers: 

 Supplies for our homeless friends at Welcome One Shelter; 

 Bilingual Bibles for unaccompanied children at the Board of Child Care; 

 Scholarships for Cub Scouts to join our Pack #967; 

 Funds for those recovering from Hurricane Florence in the Carolinas (through UMCOR); 

 Support for the Community Thanksgiving Dinner at the Havre de Grace Community Center; 

 Gift cards for families aided through our church's Christmas Angel Tree in concert with our local 

elementary schools; 

 Memorial gifts in memory of Jim Pilcher and Noble Mentzer who were leading men and mentors in our 

congregation; and 

 Underwriting for the cost of several dinners (see below). 

In addition we served: 

 Dinner at the Winter Emergency Rotating Shelter for one night when our church hosted it; 

 The Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner (with the help of our Youth and Summer Mission Team leaders 

and parents); 

 Dinner for two nights a year at the Welcome One Shelter; and 

 “Dogs & Documents" (hotdog dinner for children while parents complete registration forms) for the 

opening night of our Vacation Bible School. 

We also helped decorate the church for Advent-Christmas, erected and stored our church's Outdoor Nativity 

Scene and helped clean up the church grounds during the Fall and Spring Work Days.  

 

We'll Get Through This 

Lord, our troubles are so great, 

We don't know what to do; 

The price for our iniquity 

Is finally coming due. 

The world is crumbling all about; 

No safe place can be found. 

Right is wrong, wrong is right; 

The change is quite profound. 

Lord, we need your guiding light 

To lead us out of here; 

We'll focus on your Word, and prayer, 

To take away our fear. 

Temptations of this dying world 

We'll rule out and let go; 

Give our burdens all to you, 

Shed all worldly woe. 

That's how we'll get through this, Lord, 

Fixed on heaven above, 

Assured of your protection, help, 

And everlasting love. 
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Community Information  
Outdoor Nativity Display Challenge – Help keep Christ the focus of Christmas!  The Susquehanna 

Ministerium invites us to remember the reason for the season by displaying our outdoor nativity scene between 

December 10 and Christmas.  Email pictures of your display to spearheadmw@gmail.com for possible display 

on the Ministerium Facebook page. 

Habitat for Humanity ReStore in Aberdeen is in need of volunteers on Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 

Wednesday - Fridays from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Shifts (2 or 4 hours) are 

available.  If you are interested, please contact John Lanigan at jlanigan@habitatsusq.org or call 443-567-7698 

x-14. 

University of Maryland Harford Memorial and Upper Chesapeake Medical Center are offering volunteer 

opportunities to anyone 15 years (completed 9
th

 grade) or older interested in volunteering in a healthcare setting.  

Volunteers gain valuable experience working in a healthcare setting alongside professional clinicians.  To 

become a volunteer, complete an application in the display rack or online at www.umuch.org.  Once the 

application is received the prospective volunteer will be scheduled for an interview.  Following the interview 

the future volunteer will be scheduled for an orientation.  During the volunteer placement process their 

placement specialists work closely with volunteers to identify placement areas that match their interests. 

Community Connections for Harford County Seniors – Meet local vendors offering products and services 

for seniors (no sales pressure – seniors and their families welcome).  December 4 – Advanced Eye Care; 

Schaeffer, McLauchlin, & Stover, LLC (attorneys at law providing Medicare, retirement & estate planning).  

January 8 – Bel Air Assisted Living (assisted living facility); Pets on Wheels (animal therapy & visitation); 

Senior Transitions, Inc. (senior downsizing and moving services). 

Infant CPR – December 4, 7 p.m., Upper Chesapeake Health.  This is a FREE class of basic infant CPR.  It 

includes hands-on practice with an infant manikin.  It is used on infants up to 1 year of age.  Register: 1-800-

515-0044. 

Prostate Cancer Support Group-Holiday Celebration – December 5, 6 p.m., Kaufman Cancer Center, Bel 

Air.  This is a FREE educational support forum for men and their spouses, which is professionally facilitated 

and meets monthly to share resources and discuss medical information, experiences, and coping strategies. 

Blood Cancer Support-Holiday Potluck – December 10, 6:30 p.m., Kaufman Cancer Center, Bel Air. 

Program provided in collaboration with the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.  The group is open to all adults 

and family members affected by leukemia, lymphoma, myeloma and myelodysplastic syndrome. 

Newborn Baby Care – December 11, 7 p.m., Upper Chesapeake Health.  This class offers basic infant care, 

circumcision, bathing, positioning baby for sleeping as well as holding and more.  Please take a doll with you, if 

available.  Register: 1-800-515-0044. 

Head And Neck Cancer Program-Seasonal Celebration – December 12, 6 p.m., Kaufman Cancer Center, 

Bel Air.  This is an opportunity for patients and families to come together to share their experiences and to 

receive information from a variety of health care professionals specially trained to assist those with this type of 

cancer. 

Breast Cancer Support Group-Holiday Celebration – December 19, 6:30 p.m., Kaufman Cancer Center, Bel 

Air.  Professionally facilitated group meets the third Wednesday of each month. 

Healing Through Support-Holiday Memories-Past, Present & Party – December 20, 5 p.m., Kaufman 

Cancer Center, Bel Air.  This FREE educational seminary welcomes patients coping with a diagnosis of cancer 

and those caregivers, family and friends who lovingly support them.  A light dinner will be provided.  

Registration is strongly encouraged. 

 

mailto:spearheadmw@gmail.com
http://www.umuch.org/
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Outgoing Lay Leader 
Submitted by Dan Rusin 

Thank you for letting me participate as Lay Leader for 2017 & 2018.  It was an honor to participate in many 

Baptisms and Membership ceremonies.  I saw so many active people behind the scenes delivering God's 

presence to others.  Doing a Facebook Bible Study for 2 years was fun.  I encourage you Facebook folks to have 

"Faithful Facebook Fridays"-- post something of Faith on Friday... if you dare.  While on the computer, look up 

the "Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy," and you will see many of the gifts that I observed through YOU 

at HdGUMC.  There are so many people who give so much.  Do what you are good at, and try one other thing 

to expand your comfort-zone.  We have a great Pastor, Norman, and his super teammate wife, Suzanne.  

Remember the Bible account of Aaron and Hur who held up Moses' arms when they grew heavy (Exodus 17)?  

We are called to support our Pastor.  Take a turn like Aaron or Hur.  You can do it!  See if you can do one new 

or different Corporal or Spiritual Act of Mercy this upcoming year.  We welcome Pat Campbell as the new Lay 

Leader for 2019.   

 

Cub Scouts 
Cub Scouts are going strong this year with 18 boys and girls.  Cub Scouts is for elementary aged boys and girls.  

We are considering re-starting the Boy Scout Troop 967 as a co-ed troop, which is totally possible.  Contact 

Dan Rusin if you have an interest in Boy Scouts.  Leader training will be provided, and a background check is 

required for leaders. 

 

Authentic Manhood 
Kudos to the first 7 men who finished the first book of the series "Authentic Manhood" based on the 33 years of 

Christ's life on earth. We look forward to the spring session and welcome any new men.  Contact Ryan Duff for 

more information (717-855-0580). 

 

Kairos Prison Ministry 
Recruiting for Prison 2019: Kairos Prison Ministry's spring retreat into Maryland Correctional Institute at 

Jessup will be in April (after Easter).  It is a front row seat at an experience of the Holy Spirit.  Sign-ups and 

training begin in March.  This opportunity to visit prisoners might not last.  Some people define "holy" as being 

"set apart for God's use."  Men, this is your chance to get to know many men, from about 20 churches around 

Baltimore, and participate to see a change only made by the Holy Spirit, in setting men apart for Christ.  

Carpooling is available.  See Dan Rusin for information.   

 

Church Trivia 
1. What does the word Advent (from the Latin adventus) mean? 

A. Before Christmas 

B. Arrival or coming 

C. To go on an adventure 

D. A website for online Christmas coupons 

E. None of the above 

2. Do you know how the Advent Calendar began?  
A. Chalk lines were drawn on the door to mark the days 

B. Religious families hung pictures on the wall, one for each day 

C. A candle was lit for each of the 24 days in December 

D. A mother fixed candles on a cardboard calendar for her son 

E. All of the above        Answers on page 12 
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Cold Weather Safety 
Submitted by Pat Campbell 

I will both lie down and sleep in peace; for you alone, O Lord, make me lie down in safety. Psalm 4:8 

The month of December ushers in the cold weather season.  Therefore, I thought some reminders would be in 

order to promote our good health and safety. 

IN YOUR HOME:  Make these smart precautions for a winter-ready home. 

 Install a door sweep under your front door to keep the draft to a minimum 

 Don't use your oven for heat!  Ovens can harm from carbon monoxide poisoning and accidental burns 

and fires. 

 Install carbon monoxide monitors, especially near bedrooms.  Home improvement stores carry 

affordable models.   

 If you are using a space heater, make sure it works properly and does not have frayed wires.  Never run 

it while you are asleep or away from home. 

 Keep flammable items at least three feet away from heating sources (such as space heaters, the fireplace, 

or furnace). 

IN YOUR CAR:  Create an emergency kit in case of a breakdown or weather-related stall. 

 Invest in a basic first aid and emergency car kit.  You can purchase one ready-made or stock your own 

with first aid supplies, handwarmers, flares, flashlight, blankets, water, and snacks. 

 Since proper tire pressure is paramount in winter driving, know the proper pressure for your tires, keep a 

simple tool to check pressure in your glove box, and know where to go for air when you need it. 

 Keep a minimum of a half tank of gas in your car during the cold months to prevent the fuel line from 

freezing. 

IN YOUR HABITS:  With colder weather and shorter days, follow these tips to stay active and healthy 

through the winter months. 

 Be sure to get your flu shot!  (Flu cases were documented in Maryland in October.) 

 Emphasize handwashing among friends and family to fight germs that seem to be everywhere in the 

winter. 

 Plan your exercise routine a week in advance.  Having a plan helps you follow through! 

 If the weather is too bad to visit your gym, be creative with indoor workouts; play with a Wii Fit, 

practice yoga with a free online video, or call a friend and go on a "virtual walk" while making laps 

around your homes. 

I pray each and every one of you has a safe and healthy winter and a blessed Christmas season. 

Source: ChurchHealth Reader Fall 2018 
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Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 
“Blessed to be a blessing….reaching the unreached” 

“God has blessed us so that we might make his will known to all people that all people may 

praise God”  Psalm 67:1-3  
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Christmas Angels 
Submitted by Kim Fillinger 

This will be the 7
th

 year of hanging tags on a Christmas tree in 

the welcome center for our congregation to take and purchase 

gifts for families that need help for Christmas.  The tags this 

year will be a mixture of tags used for the past six years, such 

as angels, gingerbread men, squirrels and acorns. 

 

Our 2 local elementary schools, Havre de Grace and 

Meadowvale, provide the names and wishes for 3 families each.  

These are families that do not receive financial assistance, but 

the extras are not in their budget.  Christine and Dorothy take 

the lists, make the tags, and put on the tree.  There are 5 tags 

per person in each family and 4 gift cards per family.  Gifts are 

suggested to be in the $20-25 range.  The United Methodist 

Men also give gift cards.  Shirley Pollitt and her mother hand make a scarf for each family 

member.  The 3 Girl Scout troops that meet at our church, donate wrapping paper, tape, and 

gift tags as well as adult stocking stuffers.  Our Cub Pack also participates.  Money that is 

donated is used to purchase stockings and stuffers, gifts of any tags that remain on the tree or 

are not returned by the deadline, and gift cards.   

 

The tree will be in the church welcome center November 18-December 9.  Gifts with tags 

attached are due by December 14
th

.  This allows time for the transportation to schools and to 

give the families time to wrap their gifts.    

 

As Pastor Norman has often commented, "this is a generous congregation" and it has really 

shown the past 6 years of the Christmas Angels project.  Many families have had a more 

joyful Christmas with the gifts provided by HdG UMC and have felt the love of a giving 

church family "across the street". 

 

Many thanks to Christine and Dorothy for 

starting the project in 2012 and still being 

as enthusiastic as the first day.  They are 

real life Santas - making lists, checking 

them twice (actually many more times than 

that), and ensuring the gifts are delivered.   

 

 

God is good all the time.  All the time, God is good. 
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Border Breach 
Now after (the wise men) had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and 

remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 

him.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt.” – Matthew 2: 13-14.  

Dear Friends in Christ: 

Borders are important.  National borders may provide opportunity for tax revenue, for crime prevention, for 

identity or for protection.  Maintaining personal boundaries is important, too.  It’s a sign of mental health and 

self-respect to object if someone touches us without our permission, volunteers us without our approval, makes 

unreasonable demands on our time or takes our property without our consent.  We get uncomfortable if 

someone gets too close to us.  When our borders are breached it brings fear.  

Our nation seems to be gripped by fear these days.  Our news media have been focused on migrants from 

Central America, refugees from violence there.  We hear about aliens or illegal immigrants.  I am reminded of 

those places in the Hebrew Scriptures where God says, “Do not oppress the alien among you, for you were once 

slaves in Egypt.” The great theme of God’s action in human affairs in the Old Testament is liberation from 

slavery, of salvation that created a special people of God.  

In this season, however, I am even more profoundly reminded of a part of the Christmas Story that we often 

overlook.  We enjoy focusing on the very warm, poignant and personal description in Luke of a tiny baby born 

in a poor stable.  We don’t mind hearing again the story of the foreign visitors, the magi or wise men who return 

to their country after visiting the Christ Child with gifts.  

We don’t often, however, focus on how that child was driven out of his homeland by the threat of violence, by 

the state-sponsored terrorism of King Herod!  The Christ Child, The Prince of Peace, becomes a refugee in a 

foreign land.  He crosses the border from Palestine into Egypt.  There he lives until Herod’s death and the 

careful return, NOT to Judea where another now Herod rules, but to Galilee – crossing yet another set of 

borders around Samaria.  

At his birth, and by his life, death and resurrection, Jesus boldly breaches an even bigger border, however. Jesus 

breaches the border between God and us, between heaven and earth.  He breaches the wall we have built by sin 

in order to break down the division between us and God and to bring an end to our fear, to liberate us from 

slavery to sin, fear and death.  Thanks be to God! 

So this Advent-Christmas-Epiphany season may we allow the Christ Child to breach our defenses that the 

Prince of Peace may enter the citadel of our heart, and rule there in the coming New Year. As the old carol says: 

God rest you merry, gentle-folk, let nothing you dismay, for Jesus Christ our Savior was born 

upon this day, to save us all from Satan’s power when we were gone astray. O tidings of comfort 

and joy! 

        Merry Christmas! 

        Pastor Norman 

 

 

 

Weather Cancellation Policy 
In the event of inclement weather during the weekdays, if Harford County Public Schools close or close early 

all meetings and activities at the church are canceled and the church office is closed. Should we need to cancel 

weekend activities or worship services, a cancellation notice will be put on the church answering machine by 

7:30 a.m. and we will attempt to have an announcement made on WXCY 103.7. 
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Please contact Anita Bliesener at 443-876-3898 or the office at 410-939-2464 to add or remove persons from the Prayer List.  

 

Church Trivia Answers 
Question 1. B – arrival or coming.  The Latin word "adventus" means "coming".  As the Book of Worship 

points out, the season proclaims the coming of the Christ -- whose birth we prepare to celebrate once again, who 

comes continually in Word & Spirit, and whose return in final victory we anticipate. 

 

Question 2. E – all of the above.  Advent calendars originated in Germany in the mid-19
th

 century.  The 

tradition began with families drawing a chalk line on the door for each day of December.  An Advent Clock was 

one way people marked the time, as well as lighting Advent candles, one for each day.  Families also hung up a 

new image every day before Christmas. 
 

Jodi Adams Donna Fordon Leslie Slak Youth of our Church 

Ian Anderson Lois Gilbert Shawn Smith and Community 

Shirley Baker Brenda Hewett Thelma Thomas All Shut-Ins 

Julie & Jr. Barton Buddy Holbrook Becky Tompkins Those Grieving 

Mike Bedwell Catherine Jones Daniel Travis Those Homeless 

Bev Bennington Janet Jones Tom Trimboli Those with Addictions 

Tom Bennington Joe Kochenderfer Jean Walker Refugees 

Janet Bingham Sara Kochenderfer Carl Walston Children of Zion Village 

Vern Bingham Lyn Kraft Marie Wehland Sillamae Church 

Byron Boyd David Lynch Olive Wiegand Victims of Terrorism & 

Cathy Boyd John MacLean Rickey Wilson Natural Catastrophes 

Danny Burk Wimpy Matthews Carol Wooten U.S. Military Personnel 

Larry Chance Bonnie May Doug Wooten serving around the world 

Mary Jane Cheek Joy Merryman Jane Young Family Unity 

Brian Connelly Edna Newsome William Zanowick Our Police Officers 

Louise Connolly Kim Newsome Tom Zellman All Missionaries 

Peggy Cunningham Jack Ploweman Becky Family Unity 

Ashton Dean Cindy Preston Cody Drug Free Community 

Cindy Dominick Patty Scaggs Larry LeBlanc’s 

Eric Dominick Mark Schallawitz Sabrina First Responders 

Linda Ebaugh Ron Schallawitz  Our Country & Leaders 

Jean Fair John Schmick  Victims of Disease 

Pat Fedock Mitch Shank  Special Called 2019 

John Fisher Peg Sickles  General Conference 
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Emergency Rotating Shelter 
Mark your calendars for January 9-16 when Havre de Grace UMC hosts the Emergency 

Rotating Shelter. Consider serving or sleeping over, or the ministry of a person-to-person 

conversation.  (Reminder, most meetings that meet that time will need to reschedule.) 
 

 

 

Behavioral Health Concerns: Bipolar Disorder  
Submitted by Ridge Pilcher 

Caroline, my niece, has been artistic since she was small.  Her 

drawings and paintings hang on the walls where she lives.  

Caro, an only child, graduated from college with a degree in 

graphic arts and looked for a job in her community.  She 

shared an apartment with a friend from college and was 

enjoying being out on her own.  Her first job was with a 

government agency designing brochures, but after six months 

her job ended: the contract was complete.   

Caro had had several episodes of depression that required 

medical care.  One, in her junior year of high school lasted 3 

weeks and she was able to catch up with her school work and 

finish out the year.  The second one was during her third year of college; she missed several months of school, 

but was able to make up her classes over the summer.  During this time Caro was on medication for her 

depression. She was cautious about doing new things and took her medicine as prescribed.  

As she began looking for another job, her artistic creativity blossomed, she thought: her painting was brighter 

and she decided to concentrate on her pastels rather than look for a job, certain she could sell her art work.  But 

this did not happen and Caro lost her apartment and moved home.  She became suspicious of their neighbors, 

telling her parents that the lady next door was taking their mail.  She became loud and angry when she was 

questioned and left several times in cold weather without a coat.  Quiet Caroline was angry and confused. 

Caroline's parents finally convinced her that she needed to see her psychiatrist.  She was diagnosed with bipolar 

disorder and began taking medication to help her mood swings - antidepressives and antipsychotics.  For Caro, 

this was a very difficult time.  The medication often made her very tired and apathetic.  She was not able to get 

through a day because of her fatigue.  Other combinations of medications made her angry.  Between her visits 

to her therapist and her medications she finally found a combination that stabilized her.  But being calm came at 

the cost of her artistic ability.  Caroline worked for a while in a department store but called in so often that she 

was let go.  Now she is 40, lives at home with her parents and seldom ventures out into the community.  Her 

artistic talent lies dormant and she sleeps a lot.  The medication has caused her to gain weight and she seldom 

contacts her friends. 

Bipolar disorder usually presents during adolescence, with "manic" episodes that provide increased energy, 

difficulty sleeping, and a sense of being invincible.  These symptoms may lead to dangerous activities and 

impulsive behavior.  Depressive episodes cause symptoms of listlessness, difficulty concentrating, feeling 

worried, and may include thoughts of suicide.  People with symptoms should see a doctor as soon as possible-to 

rule out any physical problem, and to begin taking appropriate medications to help the symptoms.  Caroline is 

doing the best she can; she is not unwilling to work, or lazy.  She continues to see her therapist and her 

psychiatrist.  She is afraid to change her medications for fear that she will lose control again.  We all 1ove 

Caroline and keep in touch with her.  I grieve for her lost talent and her joy. 
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Thank You 
The Fall "Kairos Outside Women’s Retreat" went well, and we thank Sue Ellen North 

for her leadership role in Kairos Outside Ministry. We look forward to Sue Ellen's continued work in Kairos 

Outside with women who have been affected by a loved one’s incarceration. 

 

I wanted to take time to say to you and the congregation thank you for all the prayers, cards, and thoughtful 

gestures.  My family and I go through hard times with my health issues, but the love from the congregation 

makes the difficult times easier.  It is nice to know that we have a caring congregation that we have come to 

love.  Thank you for everything.  

        Jodi Adams 

 

Thanks to all those who came out to rake leaves, trim bushes, polish brass, pick up sticks and clean out gutters 

during our fall work day, including 10 from our Cub Scout Pack: Paul Mauldin, Tom Haug, Tom Hedrich, 

Harry Allman, Jon Rickey, William & Preston Sheckels, Karen Jobes, Jo Ann Hayes, Jean Willan, Ridge 

Pilcher, Jim & Peg Carroll, Haidee, Rob & Eli Hynes, Dan Rusin, Dale & Theresa Shires, and Bob, Phineas, 

Etta, & Lena. Job well done! 

 

Thank you for your recent gift to the Baltic Methodist Theological Seminary.  Your giving through World 

Methodist Evangelism makes possible mission work in Eastern Europe and Russia.  Thanks to your partnership 

we continue each year to provide training for future leaders of churches in Estonia, Baltic States, Europe and 

beyond.  Blessings, 

        Kūlli Tōnistc, President of BMTS 

 

Commendations to… 
Kim Justus who was recently announced as the new Board President for Alphas Glory.  Pray for Alphas Glory 

staff and clients as they discern all the technical, administrative and medical complexities about considering if 

sonogram services are possible. 

Madelyn Adams on being named Student of the Month at Perryville Middle School. Madelyn is in 7th Grade. 

Keep up the good work. 

Mikaela Keithley on being admitted to the Nursing program at Harford Community College and the partnered 

Bachelor's program at Towson University.  May God bless you as your learn to care for others at their point of 

deepest need. 

Nolan Robertson on being part of an Under-12 soccer team that won their Division Championship! 

 

 

Our Christian Love and Sympathy to the 

Family and Friends of: 
Betty Elliott who died November 5.  Betty had been a loyal member since 2002 and 

volunteered countless hours at Lisby Elementary School.  Betty's life reflected the 

generosity, forgiveness, strength and courage that she derived from her faith. 
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Birthdays 
 

Birthdays  

December 

Debbie Jobes ......................................2 

Julie Baker .........................................5 

Casey Jobes  .......................................6 

Karole Rimel ......................................7 

Dennis Teefy ......................................9 

Patricia Canfield.................................13 

Patricia Fedock...................................13 

Doug Wooten .....................................13 

Shelly Jobes  ......................................14 

Carmen Gamatoria .............................21 

Tack Vann ..........................................22 

Paul Mauldin ......................................23 

Melinda L. Craig ................................26 

Ruth Mauldin .....................................26 

Katie Beckley .....................................27 

Joyce Blake ........................................27 

Ruth Vaughn ......................................27 

Tammy Brinkman ..............................30 

David Lynch.......................................30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 

Michele Lynch ...................................1 

Leslie Slak ..........................................5 

Mabel Culley ......................................8 

Pam Smart ..........................................9 

Maren G. Craig ..................................10 

Brenda (Jewell) Hewitt ......................12 

Becci Steinhilber ................................12 

Dick Smalley ......................................17 

Judy Billings ......................................22 

Brian Kelley .......................................22 

Jenny Kelley.......................................23 

Terri Glenn .........................................27 

Ned Tomarchio ..................................27 

Linda Tomarchio ................................30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Visitor is published monthly by 

Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

101 South Union Avenue 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078 

410-939-2464 (phone) 

410-939-2126 (fax) 

E-Mail:  hdgumc@verizon.net 

Webpage:  www.hdgumc.org 

Norman Obenshain, Pastor/Editor 

Tammy Brinkman, Compositor 

Christine Wildberger, Publisher 

All newsletter contributions should be left in the Church Office in the box marked for The Visitor or e-mailed to the 

Church Office or Tammy Brinkman at: tbrinkman@verizon.net.  Deadline for submission of items is the 2
nd

 

Sunday of the month by 10:30 a.m. preceding publication.  Anything received after that date will be placed in the 

next month’s newsletter.  The editors reserve the right to edit for content and space.  We welcome your suggestions 

and contributions for The Visitor. 

Have You Submitted 

Your Name and Date? 

If you would like your name included, 

please contact the church office with the 

date of your birthday and/or anniversary 

and your name.   
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Serving in Worship 
December 2  8:15 a.m. 9:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Greeter(s) 
Carolyn Lewis &  

Savannah Bennett 
The Bennett Family Joan & Angela Scarlato 

Nursery Dennis & Sarah Gehman  Debbie Schoeberlein & helper 

Sound Tech Doug Wooten Kim Rusin  Keith Beckley 

Liturgist Cathey Robertson   

Acolyte James Woodford   

Anointing 
Cathey Robertson, Carol 

Vann & Billie Labhart 
 Janyce Smalley & Pat Campbell 

 

December 9 8:15 a.m. 9:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Greeter(s) Mary Fisher Dave & Debbie Martin Erik & Wendy Fabriziani 

Nursery Dennis & Sarah Gehman  Susie Passwaters & helper 

Sound Tech  Kim Rusin  

Liturgist Nancy Bratcher   

Acolyte James Woodford   

 

December 16 8:15 a.m. 9:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Greeter(s) Tack & Carol Vann Ryan Duff Pat Campbell & June Isennock 

Nursery Dennis & Sarah Gehman  Kerri & Jason Bauer 

Sound Tech Doug Wooten Kim Rusin Doug Wooten 

Liturgist Leslie Slak   

Acolyte James Woodford   

    

December 23 8:15 a.m. 9:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Greeter(s) Susan Capp Janyce & Dick Smalley John Farmer & Gail Burcham 

Nursery Bring Your Kids to Church  Bring Your Kids to Church 

Sound Tech Paul Mauldin Kim Rusin Paul Mauldin 

Liturgist Ridge Pilcher   

Acolyte James Woodford   

    

December 30 8:15 a.m. 9:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Greeter(s) Stephanie Lyon Jennie & Gerald Horn Nancy & Keith Beckley 

Nursery Dennis & Sarah Gehman  Candy & Phil Powell 

Sound Tech Doug Wooten Kim Rusin Dean Cymek 

Liturgist Ridge Pilcher   

Acolyte James Woodford   

    

Call the Church Office at  

410-939-2464 

if you would like to serve in worship. 
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POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 

 
     Number of Plants Ordered   Amount Attached 

 

In Honor of      

      

In Memory of       

      

In Honor of      

      

In Memory of       

      

Given by       

      
 

Cost is $14.00 per plant. 

Make checks payable to UMW Flower Fund with Poinsettia on the memo line 

and place in offering plate with this form or mail to Church Office. 
 

  

LAST DAY TO ORDER POINSETTIAS is Sunday, December 9
th!

 
 

You can send to the Church Office: 

 

  Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

  101 South Union Avenue 

  Havre de Grace MD 21078 



 

 

 
Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

101 South Union Avenue 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078-3007 

 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       [     ] 

 

 

 

 

       [     ] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Please join us for worship. 

 

Schedule 
 

  8:15 a.m. Informal Worship Service 
 with Celebration of Communion 

 (Nursery care available) 

  9:45 a.m. Praise & Worship Service 

  9:45 a.m. Sunday School for All Ages 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 
 (Nursery care Available) 

For all other program information, 

please phone 410-939-2464. 
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