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learn and grow in Jesus Christ to
serve others and transform lives
here, across the street and around
the world.
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Lenten
Season
Palm-Passion Sunday
March 25
8:15 a.m., 9:45 a.m., and
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Good Friday
March 30
Noon - Ecumenical Procession of the Cross
David Craig Park, sponsored by the Susquehanna
Ministerium
Good Friday
Tenebrae Service (Service of Shadows) &
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper
March 30, 7:00 p.m.
Easter
April 1
6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service, Tydings Park
8:15 a.m. Informal Service*
9:45 a.m. Praise & Worship Service*
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service*
2:30 p.m. Worship - Citizens Care Nursing Center*
*Celebration of Holy Communion
Spring Cantata
April 14, 3:00 p.m., April 15, 11:00 a.m.
Presentation of the Spring Cantata: “Jesus! The
Resurrection of the Messiah”
The resurrection of Jesus changed the world and
continues to change the world today. This cantata tells
the story of the grief, fear, hope, love, tenderness and
longing of God for us expressed through the life, death
and resurrection of Jesus. It takes us through the
triumphal entry of Palm Sunday, the raising of Lazarus,
the Last Supper, the arrest of Jesus in Gethsemane, the
Crucifixion and, finally, the joyous Resurrection!
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Sermon Series
March 4 – 3rd Sunday in Lent
Exodus 20: 1-17; I Corinthians 1: 18-25
“Serial Defaults”
Would you lend money to someone who defaulted on one loan after another?!
We break God’s Commandments and God doesn’t say it doesn’t matter but still
loves us and gives us another chance. This is divine foolishness!
March 11 – 4th Sunday in Lent; UMCOR Sunday; Girl Scout Sunday
Ephesians 2: 1-10; John 3: 14-17
“Unbreakable Love”
God, in Christ, lives the life we cannot. Faith in Christ is unbreakable because it
depends not on us but on God’s perfect, unbreakable love. God brings us over
from death to new life.
March 18 – 5th Sunday in Lent
Jeremiah 31: 31-34; John 12: 20-32
“God is in Love!”
God is hopelessly in love with us! Nothing else can explain the fierce reaction of God to sin and the extent to
which God goes to set things right. So the goal of our faith is not to make us fall in line but to fall in love.
March 25 – Palm-Passion Sunday
Mark 11: 1-11; Philippians 2: 5-11
“A Third Way”
The people saw Jesus as the ruler come to throw off the shackles of Rome and restore the Davidic kingdom.
The Romans saw Jesus as an insurrectionist. Jesus came for neither purpose but a third way. He confronts the
assumptions inherent in our expectations.
March 30 – Good Friday
--Way of the Cross – Noon at David Craig Park – sponsored by Susquehanna Minsterium; we process the Cross
through the city stopping at key locations to meditate, pray and sing thereby taking our faith into the public
arena
--Tenebrae (Service of Shadows) and The Lord’s Supper – 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary; we remember The Last
Supper and the events that led up to Jesus’ crucifixion by hearing again the Passion of Christ.
April 1 – First Sunday of Easter: The Festival of the Resurrection
-Sunrise Service – 6:30 AM at Tydings Park
-Informal Worship – 8:15 AM*
-Praise Service – 9:45 AM*
-Traditional Worship – 11 AM*
-Worship at Citizens Care Nursing Center – 2:30
PM*
*Holy Communion will be celebrated
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Sunday School Singers – Palm Sunday
Each week during Sunday School, the elementary children in grades K thru 5 gather to sing music that is based
on the Christian year and their curriculum for that semester. These are our Sunday School Singers!
Periodically, the Sunday School Singers provide special music for Sunday services during the 11:00 worship
hour.
The Sunday School Singers are singing at the 11:00 a.m. Palm Sunday service on March 25 and leading the
parade of palms to start the service, in recognition of Jesus' triumphant entry into Jerusalem at the beginning of
Holy Week. We hope to have a full children's choir for Palm Sunday as we make a joyful noise unto the Lord!

Notes from the Chancel Choir
Easter Cantata
“Jesus! The Resurrection of the Messiah” cantata will be presented,
Saturday, April 14 at 3:00 p.m. and Sunday, April 15 at 11:00 a.m. worship.
Brass Instrumentalists For Easter
We are sending out a call for brass instrumentalists at 11 a.m. Easter Sunday Service, April 1. Call the Church
Office to offer your musical talents for the Easter Hallelujah!
More Bell Ringers Needed
Come join the Bell Ringers! Rehearsals are 7:45-8:45 p.m. on Monday nights. There will be a FUNdamental
Ringing Clinic for those interested on Monday, April 16 at 6:30 p.m.
Chancel Choir Rehearsals
Weekly Chancel Choir rehearsals will be at 8 p.m. on Thursdays following the Easter Cantata Practice. More
voices always welcome. Come grow and learn in musical knowledge and stretch your vocal chords for the
LORD.

Grief Share
Grief Share is a Biblically based program which offers support to those who have lost a loved one through
death. This program is scheduled for March 7 – May 30, 2018. It is held on Wednesdays at Havre de Grace
United Methodist Church in the Mentzer Parlor. There are 2 sessions available: 10 a.m.-12 p.m. OR 6:30 p.m.8:30 p.m. The program includes a video and discussion time. We use a workbook at a cost of $15.00.
Information in the workbook can be referred to during the week between classes as a guide and a comfort. Each
session is independent of the others and members of the group can join us at any time during the 13-week
experience. Call Carol Vann, 443-752-8753 or the church office, 410-939-2464, for additional information.

Weather Cancellation Policy
In the event of inclement weather during the weekdays, if Harford County Public Schools close or close early
all meetings and activities at the church are canceled and the church office is closed. Should we need to cancel
weekend activities or worship services, a cancellation notice will be put on the answering machine and we will
attempt to have an announcement made on WXCY 103.7 or WHGM 104.7.
The Visitor
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2018 Summer Youth Mission Trip Updates
Submitted by Kim Fillinger

We are gearing up for several fundraisers and hope that our church family will continue to support us and share
the events with their friends.
Paint and Snack Fundraiser is planned for March 11 at 12:30 p.m. (snow date is March 18) in the Social Hall.
The cost is $25.00. There will be 2 options - an Easter theme (3 crosses) or, back by popular demand, the
Concord Point Lighthouse. Contact Kim Fillinger or Amy Sheckels for tickets.
Spaghetti Dinner is Saturday, March 24, 4-7 p.m. in the Social Hall. Mark your calendars to join us for dinner
and a wonderful time in fellowship. All you can eat spaghetti, sauce, salad, bread, cake and beverages. Cost is
$10 adults, $8 seniors (60+ years), $6 children (10 and younger). Tickets are available from Mission Trip Team
members (Cymek, Fabriziani, Hartmann, Powell, Sheckels, Lazor, Ryan, Martin, or Ian Robertson) or Kim
Fillinger (klfillinger@comcast.net, 939-5950, or 8:15 church service).

Scholarships Available
BWC Scholarship applications are open! Once again, the Baltimore-Washington Conference
will be awarding scholarships for qualified students attending or enrolling in accredited colleges
and universities in the United States full time in the fall of 2018. Students can apply through
March 7, 2018 through an online application system. Students must be an active member of a
church for at least one year. Students will need to provide their official transcript (high school or
college) and contact information for two church references (pastor and another member of the church). In
addition, the student must have a minimum GPA of 2.5 or higher on a 4.0 scale. For additional information and
to apply, visit: www.bwcumc.org/administration/finance/local-church-resources/scholarships/.

Baltimore Region Leadership Day
Saturday, March 10, 2018, 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
(Registration opens at 8:00 a.m.)
Bel Air United Methodist Church, Bel Air, Maryland
Cost: $35 (includes continental breakfast and lunch)
Keynote: Erin Hawkins, General Secretary of the
General Commission on Race and Religion
We are called to be One Body, connected in covenant,
like a band playing in concert with one another. And
like a band, we all come with something special,
something different. We all have our own part and our
own specialty, which played on its own may be beautiful but is solitary. It is only by
coming together that we can create a masterpiece of ministry. For the 2018
Baltimore Region Leadership Day, we invite you to come and join the band! This
year we bring you classes geared toward helping each section of our churches work
together along with Erin Hawkins the General Secretary of GCORR as our guest
speaker, we will work to be the Body of Christ create one beautiful sound.
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Summer Camp Fun!
Information is available for having a fun adventure at Summer Camp at two of our
three Baltimore-Washington Conference Camps. Church camp offers the opportunity
to make new friends, learn about God's world and deepen our faith. Programs are
offered for all ages and camperships are available through our church. There are short
weeks for young campers (grades 2-4), Grandparents Camp for children to come with
an adult or two, Basketball camp, Sailing camp, Girls-only camp, Faith & Technology
camp and others! Both camps offer water opportunities (flat or whitewater). Flyers are available in the church
office or go to funfriendsfaith.com or search Camp West River or Camp Manidokan or call 410-867-0991.

News from the Church Library
Submitted by Lynn Van Keuren

As we prepare for Easter, find these books on the library shelves (1st door on the
left in the Memorial Hall), and check one out. Simply write your name and phone
number on the card in the back of the book, and place the card in the box on the
desk. Return the book to the desk when you have read it.
Ashes and the Phoenix: Meditations for the Season of Lent, by Len Freeman, uses
poems and brief narrative as it guides the reader through the emotions, symbols, sights, and sounds of Lent.
242.34 Fre
A Violent Grace, by contemporary Christian musician Michael Card, brings meaning to Old Testament
prophecies and Gospel accounts of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. 232.96 Car
The First Easter, by Peter Marshall, recounts the events from the Last Supper through the Resurrection. 232.96
Mar
Final Words from the Cross, by Adam Hamilton, explores Jesus’ final words as seen and heard by those who
stood near the cross. 232.96 Ham
24 Hours that Changed the World, by Adam Hamilton, describes how Jesus’ last day unfolded. 232.96 Ham
And the Angels were Silent, by Max Lucado, recounts the events of the final week of Jesus’ earthly life in a
way that may help us discover what matters to God in our journeys. 232.96 Luc

Food Distribution
The Tabernacle of Faith (315 North Earlton Road) will distribute food on Friday
evenings from 5:00-7:00 p.m. on March 16, April 13, May 18, and June 15.

Day of Giving to the Legacy Fund
Save the date and join us in celebrating Day of Giving on March 23. Giving to the Legacy Fund supports the
continuation of United Methodist Women service and advocacy for women, children and youth from this
generation to the next. Give online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund, by phone at 800-278-7771,
by text at 41444 and enter Legacy150 in the message area, or send a check to: UMW, Attn: Development,
Legacy Fund, 475 Riverside Drive, 15th Floor, New York, NY 10115.
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United Methodist Women News
Submitted by Cathey Robertson, Communications

Upcoming Event
April 22 – May 13 – Baby bottles will be available in the narthex to collect
your change for Alpha’s Glory in Aberdeen. This worthy mission is a nonprofit Christian ministry, which compassionately presents biblical truths to affirm the value of life by providing
pregnancy and pregnancy loss services to Moms, Dads, and their families. The Center is a community where
every child has the opportunity to be born healthy and to be placed in the arms of a mother and father well
equipped to provide a loving home to the glory of God.
The UMW would like to thank the church congregation for your numerous nonperishable donations for our
annual “SOUPER BOWL” collection. Over 100 items were taken to Grace Place to replenish their shelves.
Many thanks to Dorothy for storing the items during the collection weeks and also to Dorothy and Doug for
hauling all the items up to the door so JoAnn and Cathey could get the items over to Grace Place. Thanks also
to Pastor Norman for carrying the large box of bananas and loaves of bread to Grace Place for us.
2018 UMW Officers – We are still looking for volunteers to be our President and Vice President for the 2018
year. If you are interested in either of these two positions, please contact JoAnn Hayes. JoAnn has indicated
she will be Co-President, but with supporting the many missions of the church, she will need help with the
UMW.
Flower Fund: Individuals who have signed up to place altar flowers on a Sunday morning must pay for the
flowers two weeks in advance or your flowers will not be ordered. This is critical to keep our account with
Amanda’s Florist current. Checks should be made payable to UMW Flower Fund. Thank you to all who are
paying for their flowers on time or in advance. It is greatly appreciated when time to pay the bill!! Please be
sure to return the containers.
Organizing for Mission: Each organization unit of UMW will determine, on the basis of an assessment of its
needs, the organizational form required to effectively implement the PURPOSE of the UMW, keeping in mind
flexibility of structure and times of meetings. The program of the HDG UMW will provide opportunities for
the participation and leadership of all its members, encouraging women to be in mission by growing spiritually,
engaging in service and advocacy, educating for change, developing leaders, expanding and nurturing its
membership and supporting the organization through Mission Giving.

Church Trivia
1. Why does Lent last 40 days?
A. To recall the 40 days and nights the earth was flooded in the Old
Testament
B. To represent the time Jesus spent in the wilderness tempted by Satan
C. To remind us of the 40 years the Israelites wandered
D. B & C
E. All of the above
2. What does the color purple represent?
A. Fire & Sun
B. Joy & Festivities
C. Penitence & Royalty
D. Hope & Growth
See page 8 for answers.
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Is it a Cold or the Flu?
Submitted by Pat Campbell

In this heavy flu season, I thought it might be helpful to share a
comparison chart, from the CDC, cold vs. flu. Both are respiratory
illnesses, BUT they are caused by different viruses. In general, the flu
is worse than a cold and its symptoms are more common and intense. Colds, generally, do not result in
complications, where flu can result in pneumonia, bacterial infections or hospitalization.
Signs & Symptoms
Symptom Onset
Fever
Aches
Chills
Fatigue/weakness
Sneezing
Stuffy Nose
Sore Throat
Chest Discomfort/Cough
Headache

Flu
Abrupt
Usual
Usual
Fairly common
Usual
Sometimes
Sometimes
Sometimes
Common
Common

Cold
Gradual
Rare
Slight
Uncommon
Sometimes
Common
Common
Common
Mild to Moderate
Rare

Community Information
Free Tax Preparation Offered by the AARP in conjunction with the IRS and Harford County Tax-Aide
Program. To schedule an appointment, call 410-638-3425, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

The B'more Healthy Expo March 3, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m., Baltimore Convention Center. There will be
activities for ALL ages, including HANDS-ONLY CPR training.

Living Well With Diabetes March 16, 1 p.m., Harford Primary Care, 3401 Box Hill Corporate Center
Drive, Abingdon. Free 6 week program for people with Type 1, Type 2, and pre-diabetes. Each session builds
upon the other. Classes begin March 16 and run through April 20. Information and registration: 800-515-0044.

Women's 5K By The Bay April 14, 8 a.m., Tydings Park (registration needs to be completed by 5 p.m. on
March 31). One can register atwww.runsignup.com/Race/MD/HavreDeGrace/Womens5KByTheBay. This is a
race for women runners of all ages and abilities. It is a fast, flat, USATF certified course. You will receive a
cute t-shirt, refreshments and be eligible for prize drawings. This race is presented by RunHarford.com,
Harford County Running Club.

Overdose Education & Naloxone Distribution April 25, 7 p.m., Free, Edgewood Recreation &
Community Center, 1980 Brookside Drive, Edgewood. Register online at
www.surveymonkey.com/r/Q7BZGRG. Contact Wendy Kanely with any questions –
wendy.kanely@maryland.gov.
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Resurrection means reconciliation
Jesus’ resurrection is the very foundation of Christianity. If Christ
had never been raised from the dead, we’d have no Christian
religion. God’s power was at work in Christ’s death and
resurrection. “It was on the resurrection fact that the church was
built,” said New Testament scholar James Stewart.
Paul understood that the resurrection was the bedrock of our
Christian faith. “If Christ has not been raised, then our
proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain,” he
wrote to the Corinthian church (1 Corinthians 15:14, NRSV). The
apostle went on to say, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is
futile and you are still in your sins” (verse 17).
The resurrection proves that Jesus is Lord and Savior. Its
authenticity means that by faith in Christ, we are reconciled with God. Billy Graham said the risen Christ is the
bridge between us and God. “One of Christ’s hands holds the hand of God; his other hand holds ours,” said the
evangelist.

God's Newest Gift
Alayna Marie Hynes was born to Haidee and Robert at 8:31 a.m. on January 30
weighing 7 lbs, 2 oz and measuring 18 1/2 inches. Robbie and Eli are the proud older
brothers! All are doing well and Alayna has very strong lungs! 

Commendation to…
William and Preston Sheckels for successfully auditioning for, and performing with, the Jr. All-County Chorus
and to Ryan Fabriziani on doing the same for Jr. All-County Band, taking 2nd Chair trombone and to
Caroline Kelley, Shannon Brown and Dakota Wildberger on doing the same for the Jr. All-County
Orchestra. Keep up the good work making beautiful music.

Answer to trivia
Question 1 - B
To represent the time Jesus spent in the wilderness, tempted by Satan. (Matthew 4:2) Lent is a season of 40
days, NOT counting Sundays which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday. Lent is a time of
repentance, fasting and preparation for the coming of Easter.
Question 2 - C
The church has two cycles. The Easter Cycle begins with a time of penitence and preparation symbolized by
the color purple. During Lent, members are encouraged to reflect upon their life, repent of their sins, and
practice fasting. Since the time of the Roman emperors, purple has also been associated with royalty. Scripture
tells us Jesus was mocked as "The King of the Jews" during his Passion. "They dressed him up in a purple robe
and twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on him." (Mark 15:17, CEB)
The Visitor
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Emergency Rotating Shelter Report
Submitted by Ridge Pilcher

Matthew 25: 35-36 “for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,
I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of
me…”
During the week of January 29 through February 5 we were blessed to provide a safe place to stay, meals, help
in getting to medical appointments, help in getting prescriptions filled, and friendship and prayer for 23 men
and women who are homeless. We had 63 different volunteers from HdG UMC and four other churches: First
Baptist Church, St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, Webster Congregational Christian UCC and Mountain Christian
Church. All together we put in 478 volunteer hours that included setting up and tearing down spaces for
sleeping for men and women, a dining area and TV viewing area. Many hours were spent in preparing and
serving meals, sharing conversation and relaxation with one another and making trips to pick up needed
supplies. And prior to our “week” many of our church members donated winter clothing for the homeless.
We were able to listen to life stories, share military experiences, pray for the health of one another, and for
housing. One young man came to church with us for the first time and plans to come back. We became part of
a “community”—our guests taking care of each other. Charles who has a car has been driving Joseph to his
clinic appointments each morning. Sam has been showing Chris how to navigate the “homeless”
environment—how to get to the Epicenter for a shower and how to pack up his belongings to move from church
to church. Fellows packed up the cots for the ladies who were not able to do so.
During the week our guests took turns cleaning the bathrooms, wiping tables and sweeping. Tyrell mopped the
bathrooms after the plumbers fixed a problem that caused the toilets to overflow. Sam, with culinary
experience set up the steam table and made sure food was at the proper temperature.
And we became a part of this community—we made sure folks got to medical appointments and got
prescriptions filled. I reviewed all meds with guests as they came in and was able to clarify a dosage problem
for one guest by calling his primary doctor to make sure he was taking the medicine as ordered. We had several
911 calls for guests and the Havre de Grace Ambulance Corps blessed us with a supply of Lysol spray, water,
Clorox wipes and face masks to help keep germs at bay. One of our volunteers, Susan, brought a pill cutter for
a woman whose pills need to be cut. Another volunteer, Dan, made a special dish for a woman whose food
allergies limited her dinner options. Cathey put in countless hours ordering and picking up kitchen supplies.
Ron delivered his sister's large screen TV (which Kathy loaned to us for the week) and Paul made sure we had
channel 13 reception for THE GAME. And we had great food donated for game time, as well as volunteers
watching the game with us.
At the end of the week Tom echoed the feeling of several of our volunteers; “I feel like I’ve gotten to know
some folks as friends and am sorry we can’t keep in touch.” And our guests were thankful and said so. I will
have the opportunity to see them through most of March at the New Hope day shelter in Edgewood and will
keep all of them in my prayers.
Thanks to all of you who shared in this experience and served as Christ’s presence to our brothers and sisters.
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Havre de Grace United Methodist Church
“Blessed to be a blessing….reaching the unreached”
“God has blessed us so that we might make his will known to all people that all people may
praise God” Psalm 67:1-3

Grace Place

Here, across the street and around the world

MISSIONS NEWS

Submitted by Pat Campbell

Grace Place is a mission that is, literally, "across the street". It is a place where the lowincome and homeless can go for a free meal and leave with a bag of groceries. Louise Silsby, the
church coordinator for Grace Place and liaison to the Susquehanna Ministerium, wrote this brief
history for us.
More than 25 years ago, several people from various churches in Havre de Grace got together
and decided that a feeding center was needed in Havre de Grace to serve Havre de Grace and the
surrounding community. Mary Wettig and Kay Mike from St. Patrick's were instrumental in
setting up the program and having the Susquehanna Ministerium be the sponsor. At their first
lunch, which was held at St. Patrick, there were twice as many volunteers as guests! Over the
years, many things have changed here in Havre de Grace, but Grace Place has been a staple.
Currently, about ten churches in the Ministerium participate. Grace Place is open for lunch
each Tuesday from 11:15 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at St. John's Episcopal Church, no questions asked.
On average, 65-70 people are served lunch each week. We try to give our guests a balanced
selection of food to take home. Typically, this is a can of meat or other protein, a vegetable, a
starch, and a fruit. A number of community organizations run food drives throughout the year
and provide us with a selection of non-perishable food items. Weekly, we also receive a
generous donation of baked goods from Panera Bread and Kleins ShopRite and left-over
sandwich and snack items from Wawa. We occasionally get left-over food from events held by
other organizations such as the American Legion.
The demographics of our guests run the gamut. Some older people come more for the
companionship than the food. They, typically, are residents of St. John's Towers and St. John's
Commons. We have a number of homeless guests, young families with children, and several
large multi-generational families.
The Harford Community Action Agency gives Grace Place items such as vegetables, starches,
spaghetti and sauce, and some canned and frozen meats that we may only use to prepare the meal
that we serve. All other items are either donated or bought with Grace Place funds. Hence, we
are very dependent on donations from the community and our church families. This includes
funds from the city of Havre de Grace, the Foley Foundation and members of the Mike family.
We provide other services as we can, such as giving out personal care products, diapers, baby
wipes, toilet paper and so on. We have a nurse from the Upper Chesapeake Health Care System
every other month to do blood pressure checks, give out health care advice, and administer flu
shots to both adults and children in season. There is generally a minister available to talk about
whatever may concern anyone.
As you can imagine, there is a continuing need for money to cover operating expenses such as
rent, buying and repairing equipment such as refrigerators, and buying food to balance out the
donated food. If you would like to donate to the HdG UMC Grace Place group, to help defray
our costs when we prepare meals, simply make a check out to HdG UMC. On the memo line
write Grace Place Food and place the check in the offering plate or mail to the church office.
THANK YOU!

God is good all the time. All the time, God is good.
The Visitor
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Thank You
The United Methodist Church Prayer Circle wishes to give thanks to Mrs. Lisa Carroll, Mrs. Barbara Moore and
Mrs. Patricia Canfield for their very generous donations of money and postage stamps. We send approximately
300 cards each year so it all helps.
Anita Bliesener

I wanted to thank everyone that was praying for Bobby and myself. The prayers and the Lord were with us
during the accident and all the way here. I felt His presence and we were saved - so many could have been hurt
or worse. God bless,
Ann Siewierski

All of us at Luna’s House would like to extend our appreciation for your generosity! Donations like yours
support he life-saving programs of Luna’s House an allow us to continue to provide the best for the animals we
serve. Please know that your kindness has made a difference for animals in need. Sincerely,
Lisa Randle, President
(We were able to donate $131.33 to non-profits that participated in our annual Pet Blessing.)

Thank you for sponsoring a Havre de Grace Elementary school family by providing Christmas gifts through our
Christmas Joy Program! Your efforts, coupled with the generosity of our community members, allowed us to
make sure our students and their families were able to celebrate and enjoy Christmas and the holiday season. It
truly takes a village to move our students forward as they learn and grow. The Christmas donations serve as a
tool to support our students and families as they celebrate and enjoy life, which allows students to fully focus on
their learning. Your support and contribution to the success of our students is greatly appreciated by our
families, our administration, and our teaching staff. As you know, Havre de Grace Elementary School is a Title
I school with an economically diverse population. The contributions that are received from our community are
critical to the success of our students. Pease accept our sincere thanks and know that we truly appreciate the
strong bond we have with your organization. Sincerely,
Ronald C. Wooden, Jr., Principal
Daniel M. Zubrowski, Assistant Principal

Thank you for your contribution of beautifully knitted red hats! Your donation will go far to help us place as
many red hats on newborn babies as possible in the month of February to raise awareness around congenital
heart defects. The goal of “Little Hats Big Hearts” is to help us spread awareness about heart disease, the
number one killer of all Americans, and congenital heart defects, the most common birth defect in the United
States. Thank you again for joining us in this effort! Keep in touch with our Facebook page and keep an eye
out for pictures of babies wearing the hats in February! Sincerely,
Faye L. Brooks, Program Coordinator
Health Strategies, American Heart Association
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The Ragin’Contagion
Sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so
death spread to all because all have sinned…. But the free gift is not like the
trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, much more surely
have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ,
abounded for the many. For just as by the one man’s disobedience the many
were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. --Romans 5: 12, 15-16, 19
For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; for
as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. --I Corinthians 15: 21-22

Dear Friends in Christ:
This winter the epidemic of flu has been much on our minds and in the news. We are urged, quite sensibly, to
take care to prevent spreading it by washing hands, etc. There is, however, a much greater epidemic attacking
the human race – that of Sin. Just watch the news and see the ways in which we human beings hurt each other
with words and actions every day!
The Apostle Paul in the passages above and in other places speaks of Sin as having entered the world through
the sin of Adam (the first human) in the Garden of Eden and having spread to all humanity because we also sin.
Some strange and unhelpful ideas have come from these passages across the centuries of Christian history.
There is the danger here, for example, that we will interpret this in a way that makes us fearful of each other -as though casual contact with another person may make us sinners. Paul, however, is making an analogy here
and analogies tend to break down when pushed too far. Paul is making an analogy here to help his readers, and
us, understand the mystery of Sin. Why is it that we do things we really do not want to do?! It is very much
like the action of some unseen bacteria or virus. And how is it that God is able to turn things around for us in
the mystery of Redemption?! That is also an unseen, but powerful, force that can result in very real and
tangible changes and results.
Paul is also making a contrast, a contrast between Adam and Christ, between Sin and Grace. As Sin came into
the world through Adam, Grace comes into our lives through Christ but oh, what a difference in these two! One
brings darkness, slavery and death. The other brings light, freedom and life. There is a symmetry between Sin
and Grace but not a sameness!
So, in Lent, we contemplate these big, wonderful, almost-unknowable truths! We ponder our Sin and shake our
heads at ourselves and our own behavior, our own faults and foibles. We also look at the Cross and what it has
accomplished in our lives and what it can accomplish – the victory over Sin it has won -- and we shake our
heads in near disbelief, in awe and wonder! For, all the while, we know behind the contrition of Lent lies the
triumph of Easter!
In the Middle Ages paintings of the Crucifixion sometimes included a skull shown at the base of the Cross. The
notion had grown up, in some circles, that Jesus’ cross was unknowingly erected over the grave of Adam. This
may be a case of a metaphor being taken literally. For the truth is, the Cross is the sign of our victory over Sin
and death and rightly is shown rising above it!
This is how Eugene Peterson puts it in his translation of Romans 5: 21: “Sin didn’t, and doesn’t, have a chance
in competition with the aggressive forgiveness we call grace. When it’s sin versus grace, grace wins hands
down. All sin can do is threaten us with death, and that’s the end of it. Grace, because God is putting everything
together again through the Messiah, invites us into life – a life that goes on and one, world without end.”
So, this Lent wash your hands of germs and “wash your hands” of Sin and accept the “aggressive forgiveness”
of God’s Grace and Redemption!

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Norman
The Visitor

Page 12

Our Love & Sympathy to the Family & Friends of:
Helen Louise (Asbury) Irwin Turbett who died January 15. Mother of Helen
Granlund, co-owner of Java by the Bay. A quiet and uncomplaining soul who
appreciated the care others provided, Helen lived and died trusting in God.
Donald William Lay who died January 30. He was the father of Keith Lay
and Janet Cullum. A veteran of the US Army and retired C&P Telephone
Pioneer, he helped install the first non-operator assisted phone system at APG.
He was widely known in our community and a loyal member of our
congregation from February 21, 1960 when he professed faith in Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior. "Mr.
Donald" was "salt and light" in our world by cherishing his friendships and showing kindness to all.
May we, and all who mourn with us, be comforted in the hope sealed for us in Christ's resurrection.

Spiritual Practices for this Easter Season
Submitted by Pat Campbell
In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths. Proverbs 3:6
Developing and nurturing our faith life is an important part of wellness. Here are a few ways to gain a new
attitude for yourself, others and God throughout this Easter season and perhaps even continue throughout the
year.
1. Try praying at different times during the day. You may notice that you pray differently at different
times of the day.
2. Laughter and rejoicing need to be a part of your faith life. Think of something funny that has
happened and thank God for giving us humor in our lives.
3. Loving yourself is the first step in "Love your neighbor as yourself." Spend a few minutes writing
about what it means to love yourself. Remember that God loves you!
4. Meditation or listening is part of your faith life that you/we often neglect. Consider taking five
minutes to sit quietly and breathe. Try to quiet your inner voice and just listen.
5. Go for a prayerful walk and remember that all of
creation belongs to God, though it can be easy to forget
that. The air you breathe and the ground you walk on
belongs to God.
6. Pray a movement prayer. Stretch out your arms.
Touch your toes. Stretch your neck. Feel the brilliance
in God's creation and the way that your body is put
together.
7. Thankfulness comes in a variety of forms. Each day
make a list of everything that you encounter for which
you are thankful. At the end of the day, incorporate the
list into a prayer.
May you all have a meaningful and blessed Easter season!

The Visitor
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Please contact Anita Bliesener at 443-876-3898 or the office at 410-939-2464 to add or remove persons from the Prayer List.

Jodi Adams
Ian Anderson
Shirley Baker
Julie & Jr. Barton
Mike Bedwell
Bev Bennington
Tom Bennington
Janet Bingham
Vern Bingham
Cheryl Bowman
Byron Boyd
Nancy Bratcher
George Brown
Larry Chance
Ann Chandler
Irene Chrisner
Peggy Cobb
Harvey Cunningham
Tony DeLuca
Johnny Dry
Linda Ebaugh
Pat Fedock
Robin Ferrall
John Fisher
Donna Fordon

Lois Gilbert
Gary Gray
Rhonda Hadwin
Mildred Harrison
Julie Hiles
Sharon Hoffman
Buddy Holbrook
Shelly Ingram
June Issenock
Catherine Jones
Herb Jones
Payton Lynch
Michelle Kaylor
John MacLean
Alison McDonough
Noble Mentzer
Ron Neugebarger
Edna Newsome
Gerard Northam
Jack Ploweman
Clara Preston
Marianne Pryer
Ruth Sale
Patty Scaggs
Cameron Schallawitz

Ron Schallawitz
John Schmick
Mitch Shank
Danielle Siano
Jimmy Simpers
Adam Slak
Shawn Smith
Thelma Thomas
Sheila Thompson
Becky Tompkins
Daniel Travis
Peg Trimboli
Tom Trimboli
Brandon Vaughn
Meg Moretti Voscurg
Jean Walker
Naomi Wehland
Lorna Wortman
Cody
Dustin
Jeremy
Sabrina
Uncle Ara

Youth of our Church
and Community
All Shut-Ins
Those Grieving
Those Homeless
Those with Addictions
Refugees
Children of Zion Village
Sillamae Church
Victims of Terrorism &
Natural Catastrophes
U.S. Military Personnel
serving around the world
Family Unity
Our Police Officers
All Missionaries
Family Unity
Drug Free Community
LeBlanc’s
First Responders
Our Country & Leaders
Victims of Lyme Disease

Roadblock
“We can depend on God to fulfill his promise, even when all the roads leading to it are closed,” wrote Bible
commentator Matthew Henry about 300 years ago.
For the disciples on Good Friday, all the roads had closed and the gates were barred shut. Jesus was dead — and
with him, their hope. In fear and grief, they locked themselves in an upper room.
But soon they discovered the tomb was empty. The grave wasn’t the end. Even death wasn’t strong enough to
thwart God’s plans. Easter is proof that no situation is hopeless. God offers a way through every type of
roadblock. —Kari Myers
The Visitor
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
Birthdays

Anniversaries

March
Jenee Aigner.......................................13
Selona Baker ......................................22
Melania Holloway..............................26
Courtney Lee Tramontana .................27
Pamela J. Craig ..................................29
Ryan Fabriziani ..................................29
Cathey Robertson ...............................31

March
Robert and Terri Hartmann ............... 5
Shawn & Pam Makinson ................... 12

April
Evan Hartmann ..................................3
Keith Beckley.....................................6
Lynn Van Keuren ...............................12
Muriel Greenland ...............................15
Gail Burcham .....................................20
Capt. Donald Gividen, Jr. ..................26
Robert Hartmann ................................28
Pam McCullough ...............................30

Have You Submitted Your
Name and Date?
If you would like your name included, please
contact the church office with the date of your
birthday and/or anniversary and your name.

The Visitor is published monthly by
Havre de Grace United Methodist Church
101 South Union Avenue
Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078
410-939-2464 (phone)
410-939-2126 (fax)
E-Mail: hdgumc@verizon.net
Webpage: www.hdgumc.org
Norman Obenshain, Pastor/Editor
Tammy Brinkman, Compositor
Christine Wildberger, Publisher
All newsletter contributions should be left in the Church Office in the box marked for The Visitor or e-mailed to the Church
Office or Tammy Brinkman at: tbrinkman@verizon.net. Deadline for submission of items is the 2nd Sunday of the month by
10:30 a.m. preceding publication. Anything received after that date will be placed in the next month’s newsletter. The editors
reserve the right to edit for content and space. We welcome your suggestions and contributions for The Visitor.
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Serving in Worship
March 4
Greeter(s)
Nursery
Sound Tech
Liturgist
Acolyte
Anointing

March 11

8:15 a.m.
Cathey Robertson
Dennis & Sarah Gehman
Paul Mauldin
Ridge Pilcher
James Woodford/
Savannah Bennett
Cathey Robertson &
Janyce Smalley
8:15 a.m.

Greeter(s)

Susan Capp

Nursery
Sound Tech
Liturgist

Dennis & Sarah Gehman
Niki Haug
Billie Labhart
James Woodford/
Savannah Bennett

Acolyte

March 18
Greeter(s)
Nursery
Sound Tech
Liturgist
Acolyte

March 25

8:15 a.m.
Stephanie Lyon
Dennis & Sarah Gehman
Doug Wooten
Vince Johnston
James Woodford/
Savannah Bennett

Greeter(s)

8:15 a.m.
Tom Haug

Nursery

Dennis & Sarah Gehman

Sound Tech
Liturgist

Niki Haug
Bill Woodford
James Woodford/
Savannah Bennett

Acolyte

9:45 a.m.

Kim Rusin

11:00 a.m.
Lynn Colburn & Brenda Mergler
Dean & Michele Cymek
Keith Beckley

Steve & Sharon Hoffman
9:45 a.m.
Jeff & Jodi Adams
Kim Rusin

9:45 a.m.
Ryan Duff
Kim Rusin

9:45 a.m.

Kim Rusin

11:00 a.m.
Shella Bierlair &
Annabelle Thurlow
Susan Passwaters & helper
Dean Cymek

11:00 a.m.
Karen Jobes & Betty Caffo
Debbie Schoeberlein & helper
Doug Wooten

11:00 a.m.
Alice Perry & Ruth Jessup
Janyce Smalley &
Tammy Brinkman
Dean Cymek

Call the Church Office at 410-939-2464
if you would like to serve in worship.
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MARCH 2018
Sunday

Church Calendar
Monday

Tuesday

Regular Sunday Services:
8:15 am, 11:00 am
Praise & Worship 9:45 am

Havre de Grace UMC, Havre de Grace, MD
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Wednesday

Sunday School
9:45am for All Ages!

1

2

3

10 am Prayer Circle
6:30 pm AA
7 pm Cantata Rehearsal
8 pm Choir Rehearsal

12 pm N.A

World Day of Prayer

4 Third Sunday in

5

6

7

8

9

10

Lent

7:45 pm Handbells
Rehearsal

10 am & 7 pm Bible
Study
5 pm AA
7 pm NA

10 am & 6:30 pm Grief
Share
6 pm Praise Band
6 pm GS #1711
7 pm Cub Scouts
7 pm Education Mtg

10 am Prayer Circle
6:30 pm AA
7 pm Cantata Rehearsal
8 pm Choir Rehearsal

12 pm N.A

8 am UMMen’s
Breakfast at
Chesapeake Grill
Leadership Day at
Bel Air UMC

17

3:30 pm GS #4111
6 pm Confirmation
Class

11 Fourth Sunday in 12

13

14

15

16

Lent/ UMCOR
Sunday
Deadline for The
Visitor articles
9 am & 10: 30 am Holy
Cup Coffee
12:30 pm VIM Paint &
Snack Party
4:30 pm GS #4109
6 pm Confirmation
Class
.

6:30 pm GS #571
7 pm Finance Mtg
7:45 pm Handbells
Rehearsal

8:30am Grace Place
10 am & 7 pm Bible
Study
5 pm AA
7 pm NA

10 am & 6:30 pm Grief
Share
6 pm Praise Band
7 pm Cub Scouts

10 am Prayer Circle
6:30 pm AA
7 pm Cantata Rehearsal
8 pm Choir Rehearsal

12 pm N.A
Welcome One Shelter
Day

18 Fifth Sunday in

19

20

21

22

23

24

Lent
6 pm Confirmation
Class

7 pm Trustees
7:45 pm Handbells
Rehearsal

10 am & 7 pm Bible
Study
5 pm AA
7 pm NA

10 am & 6:30 pm Grief
Share
5 PM Missions Mtg
6 pm Praise Band
6 pm GS #1711
7 pm Cub Scouts

10 am Prayer Circle
6:30 pm AA
7 pm Cantata Rehearsal
8 pm Choir Rehearsal

12 pm N.A

4-7pm Summer
Mission Trip
Spaghetti Dinner

25 Palm-Passion

26

27

28

29

30

31

Sunday
4:30 pm GS #4109
6 pm Confirmation
Class

6:30 pm GS #571
7 pm Church Council
7:45 pm Handbells
Rehearsal

10 am & 7 pm Bible
Study
5 pm AA
6 pm Relay for Life
Mtg
7 pm NA

6 pm Praise Band
7 pm Cub Scouts

10 am Prayer Circle
6:30 pm AA
7 pm Cantata Rehearsal
8 pm Choir Rehearsal

12 pm N.A
12 on Way of the Cross
7 pm Tenebrae
Service-Communion

Easter Lily Order Form $14 each
Number of Lilies Ordered

Amount Attached

In Honor of

In Memory of

In Honor of

In Memory of

Given by

Cost is $14.00 per plant. Make checks payable to UMW Flower Fund with Easter Flowers on
the memo and place in offering plate with this form or mail to address below.
LAST DAY TO ORDER EASTER LILIES is SUNDAY, MARCH 18.

Havre de Grace United Methodist Church
101 South Union Avenue
Havre de Grace MD 21078

If you need more space, please attach another sheet!

Havre de Grace United Methodist Church
101 South Union Avenue
Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078-3007

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid
Bel Air, MD.
Permit No. 2178

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

[

]

[

]

Please join us for worship.
Schedule
8:15 a.m.

Informal Worship Service
with Celebration of Communion
(Nursery care available)

9:45 a.m.

Praise & Worship Service

9:45 a.m.

Sunday School for All Ages

11:00 a.m.

Traditional Worship Service
(Nursery care Available)

For all other program information,
please phone 410-939-2464.

