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Lenten 

Season 
Palm-Passion Sunday 

April 9 
8:15 a.m., 9:45 a.m., and 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service 
 

Good Friday 

April 14 
Noon - Ecumenical Procession of the Cross 

David Craig Park, sponsored by the 

Susquehanna Ministerium 
 

Good Friday  

Tenebrae Service (Service of Shadows) &  

Celebration of The Lord’s Supper 

April 14 
7:00 p.m. 

Easter 

April 16 
6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service, Tydings Park 
8:15 a.m. Informal Service (with communion) 
9:45 a.m. Praise & Worship Service 
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service 

Spring Cantata 
11:00 a.m. April 30 
Presentation of the Spring Cantata: ―A Living 

Hope: Celebrating the Risen Christ‖ 

This cantata recounts the events of Holy Week from 

Palm Sunday through Easter morning focusing on 

the Hope of the World -- expected, extinguished 

and reborn – using 19
th

 century American song 

sources.  
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Sermon Series 

April 2 – Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Ezekiel 37: 1-14; John 11: 1-45 

―Dead Ends‖ 

God blows upon our graves! Death will not stand. It cannot defeat love.  

April 9 -- Palm-Passion Sunday 

Matthew 21: 1-11; Philippians 2: 5-11 

―A Subversive Savior‖ 

Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan, in their book, ―The Last Week‖, 

imagine two processions entering Jerusalem from opposite ends on Palm 

Sunday – one a peasant procession, the other an imperial one. Jesus’ is a 

revolutionary redemption that turns the world’s values on their head. But this upsets the status quo and the 

consequences are brutal, tragic and deadly. Which procession do we choose? 

April 14 (Noon) – The Good Friday Way of the Cross 

This ecumenical procession through Havre de Grace is sponsored by the Susquehanna Ministerium and begins 

and ends at David Craig Park. We stop at various points in town, hear scripture, meditate, pray and sing as we 

carry a cross. 

April 14 (7 p.m.) -- Good Friday Service of Tenebrae (Service of Shadows) and Holy Communion 

Easter Sermon Series: ―Closer and Closer‖ focuses on how Jesus returns from death, in ways both poignant and 

personal, to be close once again with his friends and to bring us closer to each other.  

April 16 – First Sunday of Easter: The Festival of the Resurrection 

Sunrise Service – 6:30 a.m. at Tydings Park, Havre de Grace 

8:15 a.m., 9:45 a.m., and 11:00 a.m. in Sanctuary 

Acts 10: 34-43; John 20: 1-18 

―The Stories Women Tell‖ 

The Resurrection is an unlikely story told by an unlikely witness but one that has transformed the world. It still 

has the power to upend our settled notions of ourselves, our status and our world! Now more than ever we need 

to hear this word of comfort and challenge! 

April 23 – Second Sunday of Easter: The Festival of the Resurrection 

I Peter 1: 3-9; John 20: 19-31 

―Thank God for Thomas!‖ 

The story of Thomas’ doubt and reassurance by Jesus is for US! None of us were there but we are recipients of 

the Gospel story from those who were. Thanks be to God! Thomas’ friends are part of his story. They share and 

gather around him. Jesus shows up when the community is gathered. It takes a church to raise a disciple! 

April 30 – Third Sunday of Easter: The Festival of the Resurrection 

*8:15 and 9:45 a.m. 

I Peter 1: 17-23; Luke 24: 13-35 

―Walking Together with Jesus‖ 

Walking and talking are great ways to process information – especially new information that ―blows our 

minds‖! On The Walk to Emmaus Jesus helps his followers re-frame their understanding of their faith. The 

story culminates in a meal. Christ is made known in community, in fellowship.  

*11:00 a.m. 

I Peter 1: 3-9 

Presentation of the Spring Cantata: ―A Living Hope: Celebrating the Risen Christ‖ 

This cantata recounts the events of Holy Week from Palm Sunday through Easter morning focusing on the 

Hope of the World -- expected, extinguished and reborn – using 19
th

 century American song sources.  
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United Methodist Women News 
Submitted by Cathey Robertson, Communications 

Upcoming Events 

April 12 – UMW Monthly Meeting, Round Table Room, 7:00 p.m. 

April 29 – District Spring Prayer Breakfast – Hosted by Board of Child Care in 

Randallstown, MD.  Topic of discussion will be Racial & Ethnic Diversity with Women and Children. 

May 10 – UMW Monthly Meeting, Round Table Room, 7:00 p.m. 

May 21 – UMW Sunday at HDG UMC – Guest speaker to be announced. 

June 14 – UMW Monthly Meeting, Round Table Room, 7:00 p.m.  This will be our last meeting for the summer.  We will 

start meeting again on September 13 at 7:00 p.m. 

Thank you to everyone who provided cakes, fudge, brownies, and cookies to the UMW Spring Bake Sale.  We collected 

$261.00 in donations.  What a great time we had at the Annual Chili Cook-Off.  We had six entries and donations of 

$110.00 through the taste testing.  The winner of this year’s cook-off was Dale Shires.  Thank you to Dee Ashby for 

coming up with names of the chili dishes and helping with the organization.  Thank you to Karen Jobes who provided 

hotdogs and buns to have chili dogs.  All funds received will support our UMW Mission Giving program. 

During our Prayer and Self Denial program on March 1, 2017, Shirley Pollitt led us in discussion and prayer on ―Maternal 

and Child Health‖.  Each year, nearly a quarter of a million women die worldwide from preventable diseases related to 

pregnancy and childbirth.  Some 19,000 children die each day from treatable diseases.  Maternal and child health is a 

UMW mission priority for 2016 through 2019.  The story of Moses and his mother (Exodus 1:6 – 2:10) provides a 

scriptural connection to the current immigration crisis facing women and children around the world.  There are more than 

11 million undocumented immigrants in the U.S. today.  Many are women and children without health care.  One way to 

support women and young female adults is through ―Days for Girls‖.  I encourage you to go to the website 

www.daysforgirls.org to see how you can provide support.  

LISTEN:  The Overcoming:  ―What is our part—the part of the young women in Methodism?  How may we strengthen 

the hands of our country in this great hour and for this great task?  In no other way more definitely, vitally, and 

permanently than in supporting the task committed to the Woman’s Home Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 

Church – the task (in addition to all its other varied ministries) of bringing Christian education and practical training to the 

most capable, earnest, and aspiring boys and girls, young women and young men, among the neglected and isolated 

groups in our city slums, mining districts, foreign quarters, southern mountains, western plains, ports of entry and our 

island possessions…The world’s task today is the overcoming of ignorance, superstition, prejudice, distrust, poverty, 

sickness, suffering, and it is to the banishing of these very things in our land that the Woman’s Home Missionary Society 

devotes its splendid services.‖  This is an excerpt from the Woman’s Home Missionary Society, January 1922.  Isn’t it a 

shame that 95 years later we are still dealing with neglect, prejudice, distrust, poverty, sickness and suffering, not only in 

the United States but also in the World.  Prayer and positive action through our law makers are two ways to bring an end 

to the suffering.  

FLOWER FUND – Individuals who have signed up to place altar flowers on a Sunday morning must pay for the flowers 

two weeks in advance or your flowers will not be ordered.  This is critical to keep our account with Amanda’s Florist 

current.  Checks should be payable to UMW Flower Fund.  Thank you to all who are paying for their flowers on time or 

in advance.  It is greatly appreciated when time to pay the bill!!  Please be sure to return the containers. 

We welcome all women to join our UMW where you can learn about new opportunities and challenges and face the future 

with faith, hope, and love in action.  You do not have to be a member of the United Methodist Church to be a member of 

the United Methodist Women.  We meet the 2
nd

 Wednesday of each month (except July and August) at 7:00pm in the 

Round Table Room.  We would love to have you join us. 

ORGANIZING FOR MISSION:  Each organization unit of UMW will determine, on the basis of an assessment of its 

needs, the organizational form required to effectively implement the PURPOSE of the UMW, keeping in mind flexibility 

of structure and times of meetings.  The program of the HDG UMW will provide opportunities for the participation and 

leadership of all its members, encouraging women to be in mission by growing spiritually, engaging in service and 

advocacy, educating for change, developing leaders, expanding and nurturing its membership and supporting the 

organization through Mission Giving. 

http://www.daysforgirls.org/
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Community Information 
Free Tax Preparation 

Offered by the AARP in conjunction with the IRS and Harford County Tax-Aide program.  To schedule an 

appointment call 410-638-3425 Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

“Living Well” - A Chronic Disease Self Management Program 

Mondays, 1-3:30pm.  Call 800-515-0044 for classes being scheduled.  This motivating free six-week workshop 

is designed for people with chronic conditions and/or caregivers. Each session builds upon the last to help you 

set goals, make action plans, and improve your life. Learn how to: manage your fatigue and pain, communicate 

better with your doctors, decrease your frustration, eat healthfully, and regain control of your life. 

Living Well with Diabetes Workshop 
This six-week workshop is for people with type 1, type 2, and pre-diabetes. Participants will learn about 

complications that are associated with diabetes, as well as learn to manage their blood sugar and understand the 

relationship between food and blood-sugar levels. There will also be instructions on how to read nutrition 

labels, deal with stress, and how to improve communication with doctors.  To find out how to start or for more 

information on additional classes being scheduled, call HealthLink at 800-515-0044.  Bel Air Library (100 E. 

Pennsylvania Avenue, Bel Air) - Monday Evenings: 5:30-8:00 pm - April 17, 24, May 1, 8, 15, 22. 

Mental Health First Aid 

Sometimes first aid isn’t a bandage, or CPR, or the Heimlich, or calling 911.  Sometimes, first aid is YOU! 

Someone you know could be experiencing a mental illness or crisis. You can help them. You are more likely to 

encounter someone — friend, family member, coworker, neighbor, or member of the community — in an 

emotional or mental crisis than someone having a heart attack. Mental Health First Aid teaches a 5-step action 

plan to offer initial help to people with the signs and symptoms of a mental illness or in a crisis, and connect 

them with the appropriate professional, peer, social, or self help care. Anyone can take the 8-hour Mental 

Health First Aid course — first responders, students, teachers, leaders of faith communities, human resources 

professionals, and caring citizens. Join us to learn how to identify, understand and respond to the signs of 

mental illness and substance use disorders. The course is free and is from 8:30 am – 4:30 pm - April 10, UM 

Harford Memorial Hospital – Havre de Grace Room; May 8, UM Upper Chesapeake Health- Bel Air/Harford 

Room; June 22, Harford County Sheriff’s Office, Southern Precinct; September 11, UM Harford Memorial 

Hospital – Havre de Grace Room; October 9, Department of Emergency Services, Ady Road.  To register, 

please call University of Maryland Upper Chesapeake Health HealthLink- 1-800- 515-0044. Each class is 

limited to 20 participants. Please plan to bring your own lunch; there is a lot of information to cover so it is a 

working lunch. 

Smoking Cessation Class 

March 30 to May 4, 6 p.m.  Free, six week series of classes for any tobacco users who want to quit.  Nicotine 

patches, lozenges or gum may be available at no cost to those who qualify.  You may begin the class late. 

Kaufman Cancer Center, Street Conference Center, Bel Air. 

Living Well with High Blood Pressure 

April 10, 5:30 p.m.  FREE program designed to better manage high blood pressure.  Register: 800-515-0044, 

Bel Air Library, 100 E. Pennsylvania Ave., Bel Air. 

Perinatal Bereavement Ceremony 

April 25, 7 p.m.  If your family has ever suffered a perinatal loss, from miscarriage, stillbirth, and/or infant 

death up to one year of age, you should consider attending this special ceremony.  It is designed to help families 

remember and honor their babies lost to perinatal death.  More information: 800-515-0044, Upper Chesapeake 

Health, Chesapeake Room, Bel Air. 
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Cancer Thriving & Surviving Workshop 

Mondays, 1 p.m.  This program was developed by Stanford Medicine for cancer survivors and caregivers.  

Topics: fatigue, mind-body connection, dealing with difficult emotions, regaining fitness, managing pain, living 

with uncertainty, making decisions, changes to your body, communication skills, healthy eating, and working 

with your healthcare provider.  Register: 443-643-3350. 

Caregiver's Conference & Senior Resource Fair: "Lightening the Load of Caregiving"  
April 29, 8 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. at Veronica "Roni" Chenowith Activity Center, 1707 Fallston Road, Fallston. 

Information sessions on medication management, pet care for seniors, music therapy, VA benefits. Health 

screenings for fall risk, stroke risk, blood pressure, bone density, caregiver stress and medication review. 

Continental breakfast and light lunch provided. All is free provided by GAIN (Geriatric Assistance & 

Information Network) together with Harford County Government. Call 410-879-2992 to register. 

Volunteers at Hospital Needed 

The University of Maryland Harford Memorial Hospital and University of Maryland Upper Chesapeake 

Medical Center are offering volunteer opportunities to adults of all ages interested in volunteering in a 

healthcare setting.  Consider becoming a UM UCH volunteer.  Volunteers must be at least fifteen years of age 

and have completed the ninth grade.  Volunteers gain valuable experience working in a healthcare setting 

alongside professional clinicians.  To become a volunteer complete an application online at www.umuch.org.  

Once the application is received the Volunteer Office will contact you for an interview.  Volunteers assist 

hospital team members, patients, and visitors in patient care areas, surgical waiting, gift shops, offices, 

cafeterias, chaplaincy programs and the Information Desks.  For more information, call 443-843-5355 (Harford 

Memorial) or 443-643-1725 (Upper Chesapeake Medical Center). 

Harford County Health Department Care Co-ordination Plus 
This is an ongoing program that links low and middle income residents to services such as health care, health 

insurance, language aids, transportation to medical appointments, food access, appropriate housing, domestic 

violence prevention, etc.  Call Kim Pruitt at 410-942-7999 for further information.  Swan Creek Station, 2015 D 

and 2015 E Pulaski Highway. 

 

 

Summer Mission Trip Calendar of Events 

Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser 
April 1, 2017, 4-7 p.m. 

All you can eat spaghetti, sauce, salad, bread, cake, beverages  

Cost:  $10 adults; $8 seniors (60+ years); $6 children (10 years and younger) 

Benefits HdG UMC Summer Youth Mission Trip 2017 

HdG UMC Social Hall 

Tickets:  Kim Fillinger, kfllinger@comcast.net,  

    410-939-5950 

 

 

 

 

 

 Family Movie Night  
 April 1, 2017, 7:30 p.m. 

 HdG UMC Sanctuary 

 Free 

 Showing "The Secret Life of Pets" 

 

 

http://www.umuch.org/
mailto:kfllinger@comcast.net,
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Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 
“Blessed to be a blessing….reaching the unreached” 

―God has blessed us so that we might make his will known to all people that all people may 

praise God‖  Psalm 67:1-3  
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Ganta United Methodist Hospital 
Submitted by Lynn Van Keuren 

One of the many Mission projects supported by Havre de Grace United Methodist Church is the 

Ganta United Methodist Hospital in Liberia. Established over 90 years ago by Dr. George Way 

Harley, a Methodist Missionary from North Carolina, as a rural health post, it has today grown to a 

regional referral hospital in rural north central Liberia. 

Ganta Hospital’s mandate is to provide Christ-centered, quality, and affordable health care for a 

population of over 450,000 rural subsistence farmers. ―Affordable‖ fee-for-service charges fall far 

below the costs of services provided; however, some of the struggling farming families cannot afford 

to pay the full amount; therefore, the management is mostly left with no alternative but to waive those 

fees. As a not-for-profit organization, the hospital cannot afford to solely rely on local funds, so must 

seek external support. They also are creative in identifying self-sustaining services in the hospital, for 

example the practice of selectively identifying trees for sawing into timber to make furniture and 

using the left over pieces to make charcoal for the hospital kitchen.   

The hospital provides inpatient and outpatient services, emergency, general surgery, dental care, eye 

care, community based primary health care, mental health services, full laboratory, x-ray, HIV/AIDS 

awareness & treatment, and limited orthopedic services. It has been very active in fighting the spread 

of Ebola in Liberia. It jointly administers a school of nursing and provides certified training in dental 

assistant, laboratory aide, and nurse aide. 

Some statistics from 2016:  

 Total emergency room visits: 3811 

 Total outpatient visits: 26308 

 Total inpatient admissions: 5056 

 Total villages reached by Primary Health Care Team: 204 

Progress at the hospital is remarkable. In 2016, the number of people accessing services rose from 

25,933 to 30,119. The hospital is recognized as a model for infrastructure and infection prevention 

and control, and renovation is underway in many wards and offices. The hospital compound has been 

fenced as part of the fight against Ebola, creating a screening center and preventing new patients from 

infecting current patients. 

The 2016 annual report of Ganta Hospital featured a typical case: Ma Vonyee, a subsistence farmer, 

was admitted with an advanced abscess on her left thigh. After weeks of antibiotics, her condition 

required months of daily dressings before she could have a skin graft. Regrettably, a skin graft taken 

from her right thigh did not succeed, requiring dressings on both thighs and making it impossible for 

her to return to her village.   Her body is very frail, requiring her to have rich and nutritious meals to 

build her body mass so another skin graft can be attempted.  Ma Vonyee is totally dependent upon 

free treatment, free hospital stay and amenities.  Her eight-month treatment to date has accumulated a 

bill a little over $1,500.00 USD.  

Through her ordeal, Ma Vonyee has said ―I thank God for life.  I thank God for Ganta Hospital to be 

a blessing to somebody like me.  I don’t have money.  All I have is to give you my thanks and pray to 

God for you people‖.  Her humble words sum up the appreciation of Ganta Hospital for the support of 

churches like Havre de Grace United Methodist. 

God is good all the time.  All the time, God is good. 
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A Generous Congregation 
Submitted by Finance and Stewardship Committee 

We are truly a generous congregation.  The many 

willing hands and continued generous financial support 

make the ministries of the Havre de Grace United 

Methodist Church possible.  We finished 2016 with all 

of our financial obligations met, including our 

apportionments. With support for more than a hundred 

different ministries, we are genuinely striving to fulfill 

our mission to learn and grow as followers of Jesus 

Christ to serve others and transform lives here, across 

the street and around the world. 

 

Our mission statement was the theme for our fall 2016 

stewardship campaign.  The program highlighted many of our efforts to minister to and make disciples here in 

Harford Country, around the country, and in nations around the world.  It was exciting to realize how much we 

can accomplish with God’s help.  The emphasis on the ministries of the Havre de Grace United Methodist 

Church resonated with the congregation and the response with the Estimate of Giving Cards reflected this 

excitement.  A total of 83 Estimate of Giving Cards have been received to date, for an expected total of 

$220,367 in gifts in 2017, which is a new record for us.   

The Finance and Stewardship Committee 

recognizes that not everyone feels comfortable 

completing an estimate of giving card, and that 

some who normally would fill out a card were 

out of town or unable to attend church on 

Commitment Sunday.  If you would like to fill 

out a card for 2017, and don’t have a copy, 

please request one from the church office or go 

to the church website for a printable form.   

 

The Finance and Stewardship Committee has 

been busy setting up new ways to support the 

church and meet your needs.  As you can see on 

the church website home page, we are a part of 

Smile.Amazon.  If you already order from Amazon, this is a way to have Amazon donate a small percentage of 

the cost of your purchases to HdGUMC. We have also set up an account for on line donations from credit cards, 

checking, or savings accounts as a single or repeating donation for your convenience.  The link for online giving 

is on the home page as well.  We will be printing instructions, but if you want to try it, just click the button and 

you will be guided through setting up a profile.  Please use your envelope number as your customer ID. 

 

Remember you may also use your bank’s online bill payment program to make contributions to the church, just 

make sure that you use your envelope number as the account number.  You will need to include additional 

information along with the envelope number, such as Cap Fund, if donation is not for the General Fund.  More 

information is always better so we credit all gifts as you intended. 

 

 

Volunteer in Mission - 2016 

Dinner at Emergency 

Rotating Shelter 



 

The Visitor    Page 8 

News from the HdG UMC Library 
Submitted by Lynn Van Keuren 

Your church library is slowly taking shape just off the Memorial Hall. We have 

almost 1,000 books and audiovisual items in our catalog database. Hopefully we 

will soon have access to the database in the library so you can search for authors, 

titles, or subjects you’d like to check out. 

In the meantime, please stop by the library to browse the shelves and find the very 

book you’ve been searching for.  

Some titles that are new to the library: 

 Half truths, by Adam Hamilton. Just in case you weren’t able to attend the class last fall, we have the book 

in the library for you to read! Look on the shelves for LP 230 Ham (LP means this is a large print copy). 

 24 hours, also by Adam Hamilton. As we experience the Lenten season, read a narrative of Jesus’ last and 

greatest hours. 232.96 Ham 

 The First Easter, by Peter Marshall. An older book with a message for today. 232.96 Mar 

 Growing love in Christian marriage, by Joan and Richard Hunt. ―The official marriage manual of the 

United Methodist Church,‖ this is much more interesting than its subtitle would imply. 306.7 Hun v.1 

 Dennis the Menace, prayers and graces, by Hank Ketchum. Useful as you pray with your children or 

grandchildren. J 242.62 Ket  (The J means it is shelved in the far corner with other ―juvenile‖ books. 

If you need help finding what you need in the library, please contact Lynn Van Keuren at 443-502-5460 or 

lvankeuren1@yahoo.com. 

 

Bible-Reading Facebook Groups Available 
HDG New Testament in a Year and HDG Upper Room Readers are two Bible-Reading Facebook groups 

available to us.  We can join for one Book, one Chapter, one Month, one Season, or any time that fits your 

schedule.  Fb Message Dan Rusin to join.  Getting into the Word is a blessing! Use these links: 

HDG Upper Room Readers: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1218713881478941/ 

HDG New Testament in a year: https://www.facebook.com/groups/743046999129024/ 

 

Church Trivia 
Question:  Who is present at The Lord's Table during Holy Communion? 

 A.  God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit --The Host 

 B.  Pastor Norman or another ordained or commissioned elder, or licensed local pastor— 

       The Presider 

 C.  The congregation or community 

 D.  The angels and archangels 

 E.  All the saints 

 F.  All the company of Heaven who have gone before us and those who will come after us. 

 

Answer: 1.  A,B,C 

  2.  A,B,C,D 

  3.  A,B,C,E,F 

  4.  All the above     See page 12 for the answer. 

mailto:lvankeuren1@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1218713881478941/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/743046999129024/
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Our Christian Love & Sympathy 

to the Family & Friends of: 
Richard Lawrence Holly who died suddenly and unexpectedly February 28. 

Richard reflected his faith in Christ by all the ways he served others in the 

Havre de Grace community. He taught and coached for many years at Havre de 

Grace High School, helped set up the Thanksgiving Dinner and the Winter 

Wonderland Committee, served as Treasurer of the Community Projects of 

Havre de Grace, was active in Citizens Against Trash, was instrumental in the construction of Harris Stadium, 

provided support and guidance for many other projects in town and always promoted Warrior pride. Pleasant, 

understanding and respectful of others, Richard always made those he met feel his genuine Christian concern. 

Please keep his family and friends in your prayers. May the truth of the Resurrection comfort us all. 

 

 

Spring is Here – Time to Walk 
By Pat Campbell 

We all know that there are health benefits such as weight loss, lowered blood pressure, stress management, 

restorative sleep, improved cardiovascular health and improved mental health when we start a walking program.  

But are you aware of the SPIRITUAL HEALTH BENEFITS of walking?  These may include prayer time, giving 

thanks to God for His creation, developing a sense of stewardship for God's gift of life, and marveling in the 

body God created. 

Why should you start a walking program?  Our faith brings the body and the spirit into a whole being.  A 

walking program has physical benefits while drawing us closer to God by adding an intentional reflective or 

devotional time.  Stepping away--literally--from the demands of our daily routines to walk, reflect and pray 

reminds us that God created us and wants to come near to us. 

The Bible has many stories of journeys, beginning with Abraham and Sarah, in Genesis.  "As God's story of 

salvation unfolds, we learn of Abraham and Sarah's descendants walking out of Egypt and to the Promised 

Land.  Spies journeyed through the Promised Land to bring Joshua a report.  Ruth and Naomi walked out of 

Moab and on to Bethlehem.  Israelites journeyed into captivity and then back to Jerusalem to rebuild.  Joseph, 

Mary and Jesus escaped threat by journeying to Egypt.  The ministries of Jesus and his disciples took them on 

foot all over the Judean countryside.  Paul journeyed through Gentile regions with the good news of Jesus and 

then on to Rome." 

Liturgical seasons, like Lent, provide us intentional time to engage in spiritual practices or to establish new 

spiritual habits.  Walking during these seasons can change us.  Prayer, fasting, and personal goals may come 

into focus bringing more joy into our lives.  

There are many places where one can walk, of course, weather permitting.  There are nature paths, sidewalks, 

tracks, inside malls, and large stores to name a few of the ones with which we are most familiar.  BUT, be 

creative--walk around the community and pray for special neighborhoods, take a devotional walk that includes 

reflection and prayer while walking, or try a virtual destination walk that will challenge you to achieve a goal 

for miles walked. 

Just remember "WALKING AS A SPIRITUAL PRACTICE INVITES US TO ENTER INTO THE LANDS OF 

THE BIBLE, BRING BODY AND SPIRIT TOGETHER, AND EXPERIENCE GREATER WELL-BEING." 

My prayer for you is as you walk with God, He will bring more joy into your life! 

Source: Church Health Reader/Winter 2017 
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Thank You 
The VIM Summer Youth Mission Trip Team would like to thank the following: the 

UMM and UMW for sponsoring the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner, everyone who 

came out to eat (donations totaled $707.60), Cathey Robertson for donating $124.50 from her craft table, Amy 

Sheckels for organizing the paint and snack fundraiser, Sue Ellen North for donating her time and materials, and 

Susie Passwaters and Preston Sheckels for all of their assistance.  $1,108 was made toward this summer's 

mission trip.  We are very close to meeting the goal for this year's trip.  We hope to see you at our Spaghetti 

Dinner on April 1
st
. 

          Kim Fillinger 

 

I would like to thank Karole Rimel for the beautiful, hand-crocheted ―prayer blanket‖ she made for my great-

grandson Jack Plowman.  I know she spent many hours making it and I really appreciate her thoughtfulness.  

God bless you, Karole. 

          Billie Labhart 

 

We would like to thank everyone for the bottle caps.  The child we have been helping with their chemo does not 

have to take anymore treatment now.  They are doing well at the present time and would like to say thank you 

to everyone.  On May 7, Washington, D.C. is having their Brain Cancer Walk.  The Relay for Life in Havre de 

Grace will be on May 20.  Cancer hits everyone no matter their age.  Please keep all in your prayers. 

          Karole Rimel 

 

 

GriefShare 
GriefShare is a new ministry for our church and the Havre de Grace community.  It is a 13-week 

nondenominational program to offer help and encouragement after the death of a spouse, child, family member 

or friend.  It features biblical concepts for healing.  Ideally participants begin at the first session, but new 

attendees can join the group during any of the 13 sessions.  This is not a new thing.  There are over 12,000 

churches worldwide that offer this support.  We meet weekly in a warm and caring environment.  The 

GriefShare ministry consists of three components:  

 Videos which offer encouraging information featuring leading grief recovery experts,  

 Small group discussion about the weekly video content,  

 A workbook which encourages journaling and personal study exercises that reinforce the weekly 

session. 

When:  Wednesdays 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.  March 8 – May 31 

Where:  Havre de Grace United Methodist Church, Mentzer Parlor 

Registration fee:   $15 (to cover the cost of the workbook - scholarships available) 

Contact:  Carol Vann, call 443-752-8753 for more information. 
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Members or Disciples? 
 

Then Jesus said…, ―If any want to become my followers, let them 

deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.‖ – Luke 

9: 23 

Dear Friends in Christ:  

We are deep into Lent and soon we will be celebrating Holy Week and Easter with its drama of 

acclamation, betrayal, denial, injustice, crucifixion, grief and, ultimately, resurrection, victory and joy! 

So, this is a good time to stop and ponder what it is to which Christ, the Crucified One, calls us. 

Nowhere does Jesus call us to be members… even members of a church. He calls us to follow him, to 

be his followers or disciples. So what is the difference between members and disciples? Membership 

suggests status and pride; discipleship suggests humility. Membership suggests privilege, rights and 

entitlement; discipleship suggests service, duties and obligations. Membership suggests comfort; 

discipleship suggests sacrifice. Membership relates to ourselves; discipleship relates to others – God 

and other people. Membership is earned or purchased by us; discipleship is something we do because 

someone else has earned our loyalty. Membership requires the payment of dues; discipleship suggests 

that we want to give because Christ has lovingly paid the debt for our salvation. Membership suggests 

the Church is about us; discipleship suggests the Church is for those who are not here yet. What other 

contrasts between membership and discipleship can we think of? 

When Jesus speaks of discipleship he speaks of taking up our cross daily. Knowing that crosses were 

very real to the first Christians, that crucifixion was a very real possibility for being faithful, I wonder 

how the first readers of the Gospels of Matthew, Mark or Luke (it’s in all three) heard the verse above! 

Luke adds the word ―daily.‖ What does that mean for us? To me, it suggests a regularity, a continuing 

action, something to which we re-commit each morning.  

Membership in a Church is about discipleship, of course. It’s a public statement of faith, of where our 

loyalty lies. It’s something we do because we appreciate what Christ has done for us. It’s a way of 

living out our discipleship. It’s a willingness to be part of the Body of Christ. Since, however, 

membership is no substitute for discipleship, it is good for us, from time to time, to recall what it is to 

which Christ actually calls us.  

May you have a holy Lent and a joyous Easter as you seek to walk in Christ’s Way! 

         Grace and Peace, 

         Pastor Norman 

 

 

Commendations to… 
…the following Middle School students who are going on to State-level competition in the Destination 

Imagination Challenge: From Moose of Mystery Katie Beckley and Donovan Craig took second place 

in the Scientific Challenge and from the Nerdy Narwhals Alana Cymek, Molly Martin and Sammy 

Teefy took second place in the Improvisation Challenge.  Keep up the good work! 
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Please contact Anita Bliesener at 443-876-3898 or the office at 410-939-2464 to add or remove persons from 

the Prayer List.  

Answer to trivia  

ANSWER: #4 - All the above.  AWESOME! 

Holy Communion is the communion of the church--the gathered community of the faithful, both local and 

universal.  While deeply meaningful to the individuals participating, the sacrament is much more than a 

personal event.  The first person pronouns throughout the ritual are consistently plural--we, us, our.  First 

Corinthians 10:17 explains that "because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake 

of the bread."  "A Service of Word and Table 1" uses this text as an explicit statement of Christian unity in the 

body of Christ (UM Hymnal, p.11).  The sharing and bonding experienced at The Table exemplify the nature of 

the church and model the world as God would have it be. 

Taken from "This Holy Mystery A United Methodist Understanding of Holy Communion" 

Jessica Adams Sharon Hoffman Jamie Rood Youth of our Church 

Blair Allen Ruth Holloway Fran Rupple and Community 

Henry Anderson Alice Jones Ruth Sale All Shut-Ins 

Ian Anderson Catherine Jones Sam Sampson Those Grieving 

Shirley Baker Robert Jones Carol Sawyer Those Homeless 

Katie Beckley David Keithley Cameron Schallawitz Those with Addictions 

Beverly Bennington Caroline Kelley Ron Schallawitz Refugees 

Tom Bennington Kevin Kirk Barry Sheets Children of Zion Village 

Miff Bodt Levin Layne Leo St. Amour Sillamae Church 

Jim Burcham John MacLean Becky Tompkins Victims of Terrorism & 

Ruth Ann Cunningham Jean Mahoney David Tramontana Natural Catastrophes 

Johnny Dry Vince Mahoney Stephanie Trasko U.S. Military Personnel 

Margie Dry Bonnie May Tom Trimboli serving around the world 

Rachel Ebright Aubree Mayton Dawn Tucker The Capital Campaign 

George Emery Alison McDonough Brandon Vaughn Family Unity 

Jeanette Englesson Ralima Miller Colleen Waller Our Police Officers 

Pat Fedock Edna Newsome Jerry Whited All Missionaries 

Mike Finlan Tatum Overbay Lorna Wortman Family Unity 

John B. Fisher Elaine Pierce Bonnie Wright Drug Free Community 

Donna Fordon Jack Ploweman Jane Young LeBlanc’s 

Sharon Gandy Jordyn Politt Cody  

Diane Graybeal Tim Pollitt Robin  

Melina Hamm Clara Preston Sammie  

Cheryl Harris Linda Pyle   

Niki Haug Brian Rimel   
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

 

 

Birthdays 
 

April 

Evan Hartmann ..................................3 

Keith Beckley.....................................6 

Lynn Van Keuren ...............................12 

Muriel Greenland ...............................15 

Edith Hostetter ...................................15 

Gail Burcham .....................................20 

Capt. Donald Gividen, Jr. ..................26 

Robert Hartmann ................................28 

 

May 

Nancy Beckley ...................................7 

Pamela DiMauro ................................9 

Dennis Gehman ..................................6 

Lee Gehman .......................................10 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 
 

May 

Dennis & Lee Gehman.......................6 

Russ & Jennett Ebright ......................16 

 

 

 

Have You Submitted Your 

Name and Date? 

If you would like your name included, please 

contact the church office with the date of your 

birthday and/or anniversary and your name.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Visitor is published monthly by 

Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

101 South Union Avenue 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078 

410-939-2464 (phone) 

410-939-2126 (fax) 

E-Mail:  hdgumc@verizon.net 

Webpage:  www.hdgumc.org 

Norman Obenshain, Pastor/Editor 

Tammy Brinkman, Compositor 

Christine Wildberger, Publisher 

All newsletter contributions should be left in the Church Office in the box marked for The Visitor or e-

mailed to the Church Office or Tammy Brinkman at: tbrinkman@verizon.net.  Deadline for submission of 

items is the 2
nd

 Sunday of the month by 10:30 a.m. preceding publication.  Anything received after that 

date will be placed in the next month’s newsletter.  The editors reserve the right to edit for content and 

space.  We welcome your suggestions and contributions for The Visitor. 
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Serving in Worship 

April 2 8:15 a.m. 9:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Greeter Susan Capp  Lynn Colburn & Brenda Mergler 

Nursery Dennis & Sarah Gehman  Susan Passwaters & helper 

Sound Tech Paul Mauldin Kim Rusin  Keith Beckley 

Liturgist Janet Jones   

Worship Leader    

Acolyte 
Savannah Bennett/  

James Woodford 
 Emily Fabriziani 

Anointing Billie Labhart  Peg Trimboli & Gary Gray 

 

April 9 8:15 a.m. 9:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Greeter Ann Siewierski  
Shella Bierlair &  

Annabelle Thurlow 

Nursery Dennis & Sarah Gehman  Keith & Nancy Beckley 

Sound Tech Doug Wooten Kim Rusin Doug Wooten 

Liturgist Susan Capp   

Worship Leader    

Acolyte 
Savannah Bennett/  

James Woodford 
 Morgan Teefy 

 

April 16 8:15 a.m. 9:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Greeter Cathey Robertson  Karen Jobes & Betty Caffo 

Nursery Bring your kids to Church  Bring your kids to Church 

Sound Tech Niki Haug Kim Rusin Niki Haug 

Liturgist Tom Haug   

Worship Leader    

Acolyte 
Savannah Bennett/  

James Woodford 
 Sammy Teefy 

 

April 23 8:15 a.m. 9:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Greeter Tammy Brinkman  Alice Perry & Ruth Jessup 

Nursery Dennis & Sarah Gehman  Kerrie & Jason Bauer 

Sound Tech Paul Mauldin Doug Wooten Paul Mauldin 

Liturgist Cathey Robertson   

Acolyte Savannah Bennett/  

James Woodford 
 Mason Waller 

    

April 30 8:15 a.m. 9:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Greeter   Dee Ashby & John Fisher 

Nursery Dennis & Sarah Gehman  Barbara Moore & Karen Jobes 

Sound Tech Niki Haug Kim Rusin Dean Cymek 

Liturgist Shirley Pollitt   

Acolyte Savannah Bennett/  

James Woodford 
 Alana Cymek 



 

 

Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

Online Giving Program 
The Havre de Grace United Methodist Church has initiated an online giving program through VANCO Payment 

Solutions.  This is an effort to enable people to make donations via their credit card when they are not able to 

attend church or would just prefer that method of donation.  The next few paragraphs explain the process. 

You will find the link on the bottom of the home page of church’s web site, www.hdgumc.org.     Clicking on 

the link will bring up the screen below. The left side under donations contains various categories of 

contributions available at this time.  In the event a new category is identified we will add it to the listing.  If you 

create a profile, we will be able to credit your gifts, and a profile also enables you to track your online donations 

on this website.  Start by clicking on the ―Create profile‖ link.   

  

You will see the following screen, which asks for your email address.  Your email address serves as your user 

ID.  Each account can only be associated with one email address. 

 



 

 

Once you enter and confirm the email address you will receive this screen.  Please fill out all required fields.  

Enter your envelope number in the ―Customer ID‖ field.  If you don’t have an envelope number and would like 

to enter a profile, simply use your initials and last four digits of your phone number.  When you have entered all 

the required data, click on the ―Create Profile‖ button. 

 
 

Once your profile is created, go to the donation and select the category and amount of your contribution.  Select 

donation frequency, either one time or repeating.  If you choose the weekly or monthly donation the system will 

automatically make a donation on the time frame and in the amount selected until you change your selections.  

Select a start date.  

 

 
 
Once those selections have been made click on ―Continue‖ and enter your information for the account from 

which you want to make the donation.  Select the account type (i.e.: checking, savings or credit card) and enter 

the appropriate information.   

 

The last step is to demonstrate you are not a ROBOT!! 

 

 
 



 

 

APRIL 2017   Church Calendar Havre de Grace UMC, Havre de Grace, MD 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

 
   

 

 
 

 
 

 

1 

4-7pm Youth 

Mission Trip 

Spaghetti Dinner 

7pm Family Movie 

Night 

2 Fifth Sunday in 

Lent 
12pm VBS Planning 

mtg 

2:30pm Citizens Care 

Service 

5:30pm Confirmation 

Class 

3  
7:45pm Hand Bells 

 

4 

10 am Bible Study 

5 pm AA 

7 pm NA 

7 pm Bible Study 

 

 

5 

10 am GriefSupport 

Group 

6 pm Praise Band 

6pm GS#1711 

7pm Cub Scouts 

7pm Education Team 

6 
10 am Prayer Circle 

7 pm Cantata Rehearsal 

8 pm Choir 

 

7 
12 pm N.A 

 

8 

8 am UMMen’s 

Breakfast 

 

9 Passion/Palm 

Sunday  
9:15-11 am Holy Cup  

4:30pm GS#4111 

5:30pm Confirmation 

Class 

UMYF Trash Pick Up 

Day 

Deadline: Newsletter 

10 

6:30 pm GS#571 

7 pm Finance  

7:45pm Hand Bells 

 

11 

8:30am Grace Place  

10 am Bible Study  

5 pm AA 

7 pm NA 

7 pm Bible Study 

12 

10 am GriefSupport 

Group 

6 pm Praise Band 

6pm GS#1711 

7 pm Cub Scouts 

7pm UMW Meeting 

13 Maundy 

Thursday 

10 am Prayer Circle 

7 pm Cantata Rehearsal 

8 pm Choir 

 

 

14 Good Friday 
12 pm N.A 

12 pm Way of the 

Cross 

7pm Good Friday 

Service 

 

15 
 

16 Easter Sunday 

6:30am Sunrise Service 

@ Tydings Park 

4:30 pm Welcome One 

Shelter 

17 

7pm Trustees 

7:45pm Hand Bells 

18 

10 am Bible Study 

5 pm AA 

7 pm NA 

7 pm Bible Study 

19 

10 am GriefSupport 5 

pm Missions  

6 pm Praise Band 

7 pm Cub Scouts 

20  
10 am Prayer Circle 

4pm Wedding Rehrsl. 

7 pm Cantata Rehearsal 

8 pm Choir 

21 
12 pm N.A 

4pm Wedding 

22 
ServFest 

23  
5:30pm Confirmation 

Class 

24  
6:30 pm GS#571 

7 pm Church Council 

7:45pm Hand Bells 

25 
5 pm AA 

7 pm NA 

 

 

 

26 
10 am GriefSupport 

Group 

6 pm Praise Band 

7 pm Cub Scouts 

7pm Worship Team 

27 
10 am Prayer Circle 

7 pm Cantata Rehearsal 

8 pm Choir 

 

28 
12 pm N.A 

6 pm Cantata Rhrsl 

29 

30 Native American 

Min. Sunday 
11am Spring Cantata 

5:30pm Confirmation 

Class 

      

Sunday School  

9:45am for All Ages! 

Regular Sunday Services:  

 8:15 am, 11:00 am  

 Praise & Worship 9:45 am 



 

 

 
Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 

101 South Union Avenue 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078-3007 

 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       [     ] 

 

 

 

 

       [     ] 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Please join us for worship. 

 

Schedule 
 

    8:15 a.m.  Informal Worship 
    with Celebration of Communion 

    (Nursery care available) 

 

    9:45 a.m.  Sunday School 
    (for All Ages) 

 

  11:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship 
    (Nursery Care Available) 

 

For all other program information, 

please phone 410-939-2464 or 410-939-2484. 
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