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Scholarships Available 
The Baltimore-Washington Conference will once 
again be offering college scholarships for the Fall 
2017 semester.  Students can apply January 3 – 
March 1, 2017 through an online application 
system.  Scholarships are available to students 
attending or enrolling in accredited colleges and 
universities in the United States.  Students must be 
an active member of a church for at least one year 
and be attending (or will attend) an accredited 
college or university within the United States full-
time.  Students will need to provide their official 
transcript (high school or college) and contact 
information for two church references (pastor and 
another member of the church).  In addition, the 
student must have a minimum GPA of 2.5 or higher 
on a 4.0 scale.  For additional information and to 
apply, visit: 

www.bwcumc.org/administration/finance/local-
church-resources/scholarships/. 

Please contact Cheryl Cook at ccook@bwcumc.org 
or 410-309-3446 with questions. 
 
 

Weather Cancellation Policy  
In the event of inclement weather during the 
weekdays, if schools are canceled or close early, 
ALL meetings and activities at the church are 
automatically canceled, and the Church Office is 
closed. Should it become necessary to cancel 
weekend activities or worship services because of 
inclement weather, a cancelation notice will be on 
the answering machine at the Church by 7:30 a.m., 
and we will attempt to have a cancellation 
announcement on WXCY 103.7FM or SMASH 
Hits WHGM 104.7 (The Point). 
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 Our Mission/Vision is to 
 learn and grow in Jesus Christ to 
 serve others and transform lives 
 here, across the street and around 
 the world. 
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http://www.bwcumc.org/administration/finance/local-church-resources/scholarships/
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Sermon Series 

New Year’s Sermon Series: “Promises, Promises!” 
Popular culture tells us to make a “new you” in the New Year, to make 
resolutions to get a make-over, diet more, exercise more, change our lifestyle. 
But despite our resolutions, most things stay the same. This may cause us 
disappointment. But sometimes consistency is to be celebrated! God’s promises 
to us remain the same despite the calendar or the latest fitness craze. So, as the 
New Year begins we focus, not on the promises we make to ourselves (and often 
break), but on the unbreakable promises God has made and kept to us. For God is 
the ultimate Promise-Keeper! 

February 5 
Psalm 112: 1-10; Matthew 5: 13-20 
“God’s Promise of Guidance” 
How do we live in response to the gift of grace? 
 
February 12 – Cub Scout Sunday 
Psalm 119: 1-8; Deuteronomy 30: 15-20 
“God’s Promise of Freedom” 
Choose life over death! 
 
February 19 - "The Pathway to Peace" 
The pathway to peace begins with God. 
 
February 26 – Transfiguration Sunday 
"Cross-Cultural Shift" - A vision of a new future 
 
March 1 – Ash Wednesday 
"How Awkward!" - Weird worship! 
 
The sermons of Lent will focus on the interior soul-work that prepares us for the rest of the year. Much as a 
gardener tills the soil and works in compost to prepare for the coming season, we are called during Lent to do 
spiritual work that serves us well in our longer journey of faithfulness and fruitfulness.  
 
March 5 – First Sunday in Lent 
"Change is Good!" 
 

Leadership Day 
This event is 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. on February 11 at Bel Air UM Church. The Theme-of-the-Day is "What's Next" 
as we move forward in doing ministry. Below is a list of some of the courses offered: 

• SPRC for Beginners, and SPRC, What's Next 
• Trustees for Beginners, and Trustees, What's Next 
• Finance for Beginners, and Finance, What's Next 
• Introduction to Readiness 360 (This is the congregational self-study introduced at Charge Conference) 
• Open Conversation about Racism 
• How to Get Involved in Social Justice Issues 

Come, learn and be engaged. The classes will help you take the next step in your ministry!  To register, log on 
to https://arenaweb.bwcumc.org/default.aspx?page=3439&eventID=3188. 

https://arenaweb.bwcumc.org/default.aspx?page=3439&eventID=3188
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Grief Share is coming in March 
Grief Share is a new ministry for our church and the Havre de Grace community.  Work has been taking place 
behind the scenes by the Grief Share leadership team in preparation for this ministry which begins in March.  
Grief Share is a 13-week nondenominational program to offer help and encouragement after the death of a 
spouse, child, family member or friend.  It features biblical concepts for healing.  Ideally participants begin at 
the first session, but new attendees can join the group during any of the 13 sessions.  This is not a new thing.  
There are over 12,000 churches worldwide that offer this support.  We meet weekly in a warm and caring 
environment.  The Grief Share ministry consists of three components: 
 Videos which offer encouraging information featuring leading grief recovery experts 
 Small group discussion about the weekly video content 
 A workbook which encourages journaling and personal study exercises that reinforce the weekly session 
When:  Wednesdays 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.  March 8 – May 31 
Where:  Havre de Grace United Methodist Church, Mentzer Parlor 
Registration fee:   $15 (to cover the cost of the workbook - scholarships available) 
Contact:  Carol Vann, call 443-752-8753 for more information. 
 

United Methodist Men News 
Submitted by Doug Wooten, UMM President 

All men are welcome to our next meeting – February 11 at 8:00 a.m. at the Chesapeake Grill on Route 40.  We 
have good fellowship and good food.  We hope to see you there! 

Things we do throughout the year: 
• rake the leaves; 
• sub sales twice a year for missions; 
• give money to the community Thanksgiving; 
• give money to the Angel Tree at Christmas; 
• put the manger up and take it down; 
• help the homeless; 
• Shove Tuesday dinner; and 
• help support the Boy Scouts. 

All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 
that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has 
committed to us the message of reconciliation. 

Sometimes we wonder about what events preceded Genesis one. It is a matter of great curiosity, and perhaps 
one day, when we are with God, we will know such things. However, the Bible God has provided to us centers 
upon the message of His redemption of mankind. We only have to read as far as Genesis chapter three before 
we are faced with the sin and rebellion of humans and the punishment thereof. The Word of God has clearly 
been provided to us to teach us about our sinful fallen condition; our need for redemption and restoration; and 
the One (Jesus) who was sent to redeem us and reconcile us to the Father. In God's Word, we learn about who 
we were without Christ, who we are to be in Him, and the promise from Him that we who believe in Him will 
remain with Him for eternity. There is much God's message to us does not reveal about events prior to Genesis 
one. There are many questions we have that are not answered within the pages of God's Word. Perhaps if God 
were to have given us volumes on the whys and wherefores, we would have spent countless hours investigating 
pre-creation theologies and developing endless, meaningless doctrines. But, what we have is what God gave; 
and in His Word we will find all that we need to draw us toward our Redeemer so that we might be reconciled 
to our Creator--and to remain with Him forever. 

© By M. S. Lowndes 
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United Methodist Women News 
Submitted by Cathey Robertson, Communications 

Upcoming Events 

January 29 – February 12, 2017: Annual “Souper Bowl” Collection – 
This is a collection of non-perishable items to take to Grace Place.  

Containers will be in the church Narthex. 

February 8 – UMW Meeting in Round Table Room, 7:00 p.m.  All Women of the church are welcomed to 
attend. 

February 10 - “Cookies of Gratitude” will be delivered to our first-responders in the Havre de Grace Police 
Department, Havre de Grace Ambulance Corps, and Fire Companies in Havre de Grace and Level.  Please drop 
off cookies in the Church Office on February 10 between 9:00 a.m. – noon.  We decided to do this effort for one 
year so this will be our last delivery. 

February 12 – UMW Pledge Luncheon, 12:15 p.m. (after 11:00 church service) in the Social Hall.  All women 
of the church are invited.  Please bring a covered dish as we talk about our upcoming year. 

March 1 – Ash Wednesday Prayer and Self-Denial (collection to be taken), 6:00 p.m., in the Round Table 
Room. 

March 11 – Bake Sale, Social Hall, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. with Chili Cook off starting at 11:30 a.m. 

April 29 – District Spring Pray Breakfast – Time and location to be provided later. 

May 21 – UMW Sunday at HDG UMC 

As we start out 2017, a prayer is being provided by Tara Barnes, Editor, Response Magazine, The Magazine of 
Women in Mission: 

God of unity and diversity, bless our work in this new year.  Grant us the ability to make spaces for 
discernment, to make time for listening, to make room in our hearts and churches for all.  We pray for your 
healing as we work to heal our divisions and our wounds and reconcile with those we’ve hurt.  Give us the 
strength for repentance and forgiveness.  Bring us together not as one voice but as many working together to 
build your kingdom.  When we push back, push us harder to the margins.  In this new year, we need new ways 
of being a new strength to fight the powers that oppress, especially when oppression benefits us.  Grant us 
bravery to bless and be blessed. Amen. 

FLOWER FUND – Individuals who have signed up to place altar flowers on a Sunday morning must pay for 
the flowers two weeks in advance or your flowers will not be ordered.  This is critical to keep our account with 
Amanda’s Florist current.  Checks should be payable to UMW Flower Fund.  Thank you to all who are paying 
for their flowers on time.  It is greatly appreciated when time to pay the bill!!  Please be sure to return the 
containers. 
We welcome all women to join our UMW where you can learn about new opportunities and challenges and face 
the future with faith, hope, and love in action.  We meet the 2nd Wednesday of each month (except July and 
August) at 7:00 p.m. in the Round Table Room.  We would love to have you join us. 

ORGANIZING FOR MISSION:  Each organization unit of UMW will determine, on the basis of an assessment 
of its needs, the organizational form required to effectively implement the PURPOSE of the UMW, keeping in 
mind flexibility of structure and times of meetings.  The program of the HDG UMW will provide opportunities 
for the participation and leadership of all its members, encouraging women to be in mission by growing 
spiritually, engaging in service and advocacy, educating for change, developing leaders, expanding and 
nurturing its membership and supporting the organization through Mission Giving. 
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Community Information 
Free Tax Preparation 
Offered by the AARP in conjunction with the IRS and Harford County Tax-Aide program.  To schedule an 
appointment call 410-638-3425 Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
 
Prostate Cancer Support Group  
February 1, 7 p.m., at the Kaufman Cancer Center, Bel Air 
 
Infant CPR 
February 7, 7 p.m., for infants up to 1 year of age. Upper Chesapeake Health 1-800-515-0044 to register. 
 
Spirituality Discussion  
February 8, 4 p.m., group for those coping with cancer.  Kaufman Cancer Center, Upper Chesapeake Health, 
Bel Air.  To register call 443-643-3350. 
 
Head and Neck Cancer Program 
February 8, 6 p.m., Kaufman Cancer Center, UCH, Bel Air. 
 
Breast Feeding Support 
February 9, 10 a.m., UCH, Bel Air, call 443-643-2948 to register. 
 
AARP Smart Driver Class 
February 11, 9 a.m., UCH, Bel Air, call 1-800-515-0044 to register. 
 
Mental Health First Aid Training (Suicide Prevention) 
February 13, 8 a.m., FREE, UCH, Bel Air, call 1-800-515-0044 to register.  
 
Smoking Cessation 
February 21, 1 p.m., Aberdeen Public Library, Conference Room.  Six sessions presented by the Harford 
County Health Department, FREE, register at 410-612-1781. 
 
Spirituality Discussion  
February 22, 11 a.m., group for those coping with cancer.  Kaufman Cancer Center, Upper Chesapeake Health, 
Bel Air.  To register call 443-643-3350. 
 
A Time to Remember 
March 9, 7 p.m., UCH, Bel Air, Maryland Room.  A support group for parents who have experienced 
miscarriage, stillbirth or infant death.  Call 1-800-515-0044 for more information.  
 
Marriage Works of Maryland 
10th annual Marriage Conference will be Saturday, March 11, 2017 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Bel Air 
United Methodist Church – McComas Hall, 21 Linwood Avenue in Bel Air.  The cost is $45 individual, $85 
couple, and $90 for late registration after February 27, 2017; cost includes light breakfast and lunch.  For more 
information or to register go to www.marriageworksmd.org. 

Remember… 
  Hand washing is the best method to prevent the spread of colds/flu. 
 
 

http://www.marriageworksmd.org/
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Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 
“Blessed to be a blessing….reaching the unreached” 

“God has blessed us so that we might make his will known to all people that all people may 
praise God”  Psalm 67:1-3  
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Year in Review 
Submitted by Cathey Robertson 

Our Mission Team in 2016 was blessed this past year with an 8% commitment from our 
Church donations to provide funds Here, Across the Street, and Around the World.  Due to a 
cash flow crunch, these funds were stopped at the end of October.  This was required so those 
funds could help our main mission, our Havre de Grace United Methodist Church.  Funding 
and disbursements for Missions resumed in January. Below is an outline of where Missions 
funds were spent from January through October 2016 (a total of $21,350).    

HERE: 
Alpha’s Glory ($500) - a non-profit ministry providing services for pregnancy and pregnancy 
loss; supporting moms, dads, and infants; and compassionately presenting Biblical truth 
resulting in changed lives. 
Anna’s House ($500) - provides transitional and permanent housing for homeless women and 
children in Harford County, and helps them on the road to self-sufficiency. 

Answered Prayers Ministry ($500) – helps homeless and needy families in Havre de Grace 

FCCAU/Welcome One Shelter ($100) - the only full-service emergency homeless shelter in 
Harford County,  Welcome One is operated by Faith Communities and Civic Agencies 
United, a charitable organization supported by churches, faith-based groups, local businesses, 
foundations and government agencies. It provides a continuum of services designed to reduce 
homelessness in Harford County. 

Habitat for Humanity – Susquehanna ($1,000) - part of a global, nonprofit housing 
organization operated on Christian principles that seeks to put God’s love and hope into 
action by constructing, rehabilitating and preserving homes, advocating for fair and just 
housing policies, and providing training and access to resources to help families improve 
their shelter conditions. 

Harford Family House ($500) - the largest provider of transitional housing in Harford 
County, they are the only organization in our County capable of housing a whole family 
together, including a father, during the crisis of homelessness. 

New Hope Christian Fellowship UMC ($1,500) – a Day Shelter for homeless folk in Harford 
County, located in Edgewood, they give hope to those who have lost all hope! 

Thanksgiving Community Dinner ($200) – provides a free dinner to those in Havre de Grace, 
Aberdeen, and Perryville. 

Susquehanna Ministerium ($1,000) - a group of many denominations joined together to 
provide ministry & mutual support for each other and those in need of help. 

Summer Mission Trip ($1,200) – helped fund this group of missioners who, through 
TeamEffort, repaired a home for a Veteran in Virginia Beach, VA. 
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Mission News (continued) 
ACROSS THE STREET: 
Society of St. Andrew ($750) - an ecumenical, non-profit, charitable organization dedicated to leading others 
into lives of Christian community and service, and introducing people to God’s grace in Jesus Christ by meeting 
their hunger needs.  

Red Bird Mission ($1,000) – provides education, health care and Christian evangelism ministries to people in 
Appalachian KY.  

Tree of Life ($1,000) – a ministry of service and presence raising awareness of Lakota culture and connecting 
with the Lakota Nation on Rosebud Reservation in South Dakota by serving body, mind, and soul.  

AROUND THE WORLD: 
Children of Zion Village ($1,000) - a Christian home for 57 orphans in the southern African nation of Namibia.   

China Outreach ($800) - shares Christ’s love with Chinese students and scholars on North American campuses, 
reaching them with the Good News and helping them become Christian leaders who share their faith with 
others. 

Christar ($800) – The LeBlancs use their God-given gifts and skills to share the Good News with refugees in 
Asia Minor; their passion is to go to those not yet counted in the eternal roll call of nations.   

Bibles for the World ($500) - a catalyst for individual and cultural change through Christ and the power of 
God’s Word by strategically distributing Bibles, investing in children through schools, networking and 
encouraging churches and national Christian leaders, and equipping such leaders through colleges and 
seminaries in India. 

Sillamae Pastor’s Salary ($6,000) – provides the salary for Pastor Vladimir Beregovoi of Grace United 
Methodist Church in Sillamäe, Estonia, an indigenous Russian-speaking congregation planted by a neighboring 
congregation   

Dr. Albert Willicor ($2,500) - a missionary with the General Board of Global Ministries of The United 
Methodist Church Global Health initiative, he is Chief Medical Officer at Ganta United Methodist Hospital in 
Liberia. 

We would love to have you join our Mission Team. Come help us make decisions about where donations are 
best needed to support the Missions of our church.   We meet on the 3rd Wednesday of every month (except 
July) at 5:00pm in Mentzer Parlor.   

 

Grace Place Needs You 

Did you know one of our Havre de Grace UMC mission activities is serving at Grace Place, the second Tuesday 
of every month?  Periodically, our group is responsible for preparing the meals or desserts for the entire group 
of low income, homeless, and otherwise disadvantaged people and their children in our community.  We 
average 50 to 100 meals each week.  Funding for our "dues" to participate in this mission is provided through 
the church.  The monies we spend for the food are obtained through individual donations; therefore, if you can 
find it in your heart to help feed the disadvantaged in our own community, please write a check (note Grace 
Place food on the memo line) or give cash to Havre de Grace UMC in an envelope clearly marked "Grace 
Place." Thank you! 
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Elder Financial Abuse 
Submitted by Pat Campbell 

As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  
1Peter 4:10 

You all may be wondering why I, the parish nurse, am writing about Elder Financial Abuse.....Well, recently the 
CDC has designated this as a public health issue! 

I recently read an article from the pages of Ric Edelman's Inside Personal Finance, November 2016, which I 
thought I'd share, so here goes... 

A DIFFERENT KIND OF PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUE: A growing national problem captures the CDC's 
interest. 
I've raised many warnings over the years about the growing problem of elder financial abuse throughout the 
country. 

Now, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has made it official -- by formally designating elder 
financial abuse as a public health issue. 

A health issue? 

Yep. The CDC recognizes that financial abuse often leads to physical and psychological injury -- and even 
death-- for an increasing number of elderly victims, according to Kathleen Quinn, director of the National Adult 
Protective Services Association and a member of the team that wrote the CDC's report. 

For the first time, the CDC has prepared an official glossary of what constitutes financial exploitation of the 
elderly. 

Because the problem is so complex and involves so many forms of maltreatment and types of perpetrators -- 
including family members, paid caregivers and online scam artists -- the report and glossary will help 
policymakers and researchers better understand the issues and how to address then, Quinn says. 

An increasing number of states are allowing (and some even requiring) financial advisors and other financial 
professionals to report suspected cases of elder financial abuse.  In fact, the CDC guidelines can help anyone 
who has an elderly family member know where to start looking if abuse is suspected. 

Here are the CDC's definitions of senior financial harm, including the instruments and practices often used by 
abusers: 

Fraud: Deception carried out to achieve personal gain while causing injury to another.  An intentional 
distortion of truth meant to convince another to part with something of value or to surrender a legal right. 

Misappropriation: The intentional, illegal use of the property or funds of another person for one's own use or 
for another unauthorized purpose, particularly by any person with a responsibility to care for and protect 
another's assets (a fiduciary duty). 

Power of attorney: A written document in which one person (the principal) appoints another to act as an agent 
on his or her behalf, conferring authority on the agent to perform certain acts or functions on the principal's 
behalf.  These acts might include signing papers, checks, title documents and contracts, as well as handling 
bank accounts.  Fraudsters often convince victims to grant them power of attorney and then use it for theft and 
other abuses. 

Undue influence: The use of one's role and power to exploit another's trust, dependency and fear.  The 
exploiter may deceive, intimidate and mislead to gain control over the decision-making ability of the person 
being exploited. 
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Conservatorship: An arrangement created when a court appoints a conservator, also sometimes called a 
guardian, to manage the property, daily affairs, health or financial affairs of another person (called the 
conservatee or ward) -- usually someone who is legally incapacitated.  Abusers might fabricate reasons why 
they need to establish a conservatorship for someone, hire an attorney to set it up through a court, and then use 
the arrangement to steal assets. 

Trust: A legal arrangement created to hold assets for the benefit of certain persons or entities, with a trustee 
appointed to manage the trust (and often holding title on behalf of the trust).  Dishonest trustees sometimes 
abuse this power to quietly transfer others' assets to themselves. 

Fiduciary: A person (or a business, such as a bank or stockbrokerage) with the power and obligation to act on 
behalf of another (often called the beneficiary) under circumstances that require total trust, good faith and 
honesty -- qualities that abusers ignore. 

Fiduciary duty: A duty to act for someone else's benefit while subordinating one's personal interests to those of 
the other person.  It is the highest standard of duty implied by law (e.g., trustee, guardian).  Those who exploit 
the elderly financially fail to honor their fiduciary duty. 

American seniors lose more than $37 billion every year to fraud and other forms of exploitation, according to 
the 2015 True Link Report on Elder Financial Abuse. 

If you have aging parents, engage with them often to make sure they're not being manipulated by anyone via the 
ways and means defined in the CDC report.  Do this even (especially) if their money is managed by another 
family member. 

If you suspect that your parents -- or another elderly person you know, such as a neighbor -- are being swindled, 
contact the police or your county's Adult Protective Services – 410-836-4717. 

You can also contact the federal Administration of Aging, which often can get a social worker or an APS 
worker on the scene quickly.  Visit aoa.gov or call 202-401-4634. 

(c)2016 Edelman Financial Services. All rights reserved. Reprinted from Inside Personal Finance and 
published with the permission of Edelman Financial Services. 

The Library  
Your church library is slowly taking shape just off the Memorial Hall. We have almost 1000 books and 
audiovisual items in our catalog database. Hopefully we will soon have access to the database in the library so 
you can search for authors, titles, or subjects you’d like to check out. 

In the meantime, please stop by the library to browse the shelves and find the very book you’ve been searching 
for.  

Some titles that are new to the library: 
Half Truths, by Adam Hamilton. Just in case you weren’t able to attend the class last fall, we have the book in 
the library for you to read! 
24 Hours, also by Adam Hamilton. As Lent approaches, read a narrative of Jesus’ last and greatest hours. 
232.96 Ham 
Growing love in Christian marriage, by Joan and Richard Hunt. “The official marriage manual of the United 
Methodist Church,” this is much more interesting than its subtitle would imply. 306.7 Hun v.1 
Dennis the Menace, prayers and graces, by Hank Ketchum. Useful as you pray with your children or 
grandchildren. 

If you need help finding what you need in the library, please contact Lynn Van Keuren at 443-502-5460 or 
lvankeuren1@yahoo.com. 

PS: Don’t forget to check our Book Truck in the Narthex for some free-to-a-good-home books.  

mailto:lvankeuren1@yahoo.com
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Thank You 
Thanks to all who rang the bell for Salvation Army.  The week our congregation rang the 
bell $1,558.77 was collected! 

Thanks to the following folk who served as docents and musician for the Tour of Historic Churches on New 
Year's Eve: Sandy & Bill Chase, Russ and Jenett Ebright, Karen Jobes, Shirley Pollitt and Debbie Heydt. You 
helped share our church's ministry with others! 

Thanks to the following people who went caroling at Harford Memorial Hospital on New Year's Eve: Ridge 
Pilcher, Brianne Bush, Janyce Smalley, Jo Ann Hayes, Jerry & Lynn VanKeuren, Pam Sickenberger, Tina 
Wright, Peg Trimboli, Emily & Wendy Fabriziani, Alana & Michele Cymek, Dan, Leslie & Adam Slak and 
Debbie Heydt. You all helped bring patients and staff the Good News of some Christmas cheer! 

Thanks to the following who helped re-decorate the sanctuary after the Christmas season, disassemble the 
Christmas Eve candles and store the Nativity Set and other decorations: Bill Minton, Al Burke, Chet & 
Annabelle Thurlow, Cindy & Tom Wildman, Jerry & Lynn Van Keuren, Billie Labhart, Karen Jobes, Tack 
Vann, Dennis Gehman, Paul Mauldin, Doug Wooten, Jim Wooley and Jo Ann Hayes. Thanks to Cindy & Tom 
Wildman for leading our decorating team. 

Thanks to the following folk who helped clean out, set up for Confirmation, set up for the Emergency Rotating 
Shelter and paint the Nursery: Cathey Robertson, Ridge Pilcher, Kim and Shelby Fillinger, Lynn and Jerry Van 
Keuren, Doug Wooten, Paul Mauldin, Al Burke, Ron Labhart, John Rusin, Dennis Gehman, Jim Wooley, Chet 
Thurlow, Bill Chase, Karen Jobes, and Wayne Goddard. 
 
I want to thank everyone who sent me a Birthday Card for my 107th birthday. It was appreciated very much! 
          Ruth Sale 
 
I extend my heartfelt thanks and thanks again for your combined concern, especially so during the Christmas 
season.  I was hospitalized and received cards, phone calls, personal visits, and I received a delicious home 
cooked meal.  Thank you for your concern and faith.  It is an uplifting experience to know one has so many 
Christian friends and yes, I have known for a quite a long time Pastor Norm was sent by Christ our Lord to be 
the leader of our flock at HdG United  Methodist.  Thank you Pastor Norm for your “Methodist Prayer”.  
Through doctor care and love of our family members, I am on the way to recovery.  Peace and grace, 
          Noble Mentzer 
 
Thank you so very much for all the cards, calls, prayers and love for my Bill, our family and myself.  He was 
such a good man.  We love and miss him so much.  Your Christian love is so comforting at this difficult time.  
God’s love to you all, 
          Joan Gorham & Family 
 
Thank you for all the prayers, cards and loving support at the passing of my mother. My mother was a 
wonderful woman, she taught us the value of respect, integrity, sacrifice, generosity, caring, perseverance, sense 
of community and helping others, but most important she instilled in us the Love of God and family.  We were 
blessed to have our mother with us for so long.  My mother was also the greatest woman that I know. Not 
defined by some outstanding achievement in her lifetime but defined by the love, care, compassion and joy that 
she gave others every day. I will miss her terribly and I know that she is now resting in the Arms of Jesus, a 
knowledge that brings such joy to my heart.  Thank you again and God Bless, 
          Peg Trimboli 
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Love, Lincoln and Labor 
“Who knows? Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for just such a time 
as this.” – Esther 4: 14b 
 
Dear Friends in Christ: 
 
There are many things folk associate with February: Ground Hog’s Day, 

Presidents’ Day, Washington’s Birthday, Cub Scout Sunday, etc. This year, however, I want to focus on two 
other familiar days: St. Valentine’s Day and Lincoln’s Birthday. One conjures up the ideal of Love; the other, 
images of sacrificial service in time of national turmoil.  
 
The short Biblical book of Esther, quoted above, tells the story of a young Jewish woman, orphaned and living 
among the exiles in Babylon, who – miraculously or amazingly – becomes the queen of the empire! A 
genocidal plot is hatched by one of the king’s advisors to exterminate all the Jews in the empire. The king, not 
knowing that Esther is Jewish, approves this plan and the capital city is thrown into confusion! Mordecai, the 
relative who raised Esther, asks her to intercede with the king for her people, but Esther does not want to risk it. 
So, Mordecai challenges her illusion of safety and speaks the famous line above. Ultimately, Esther bravely acts 
and saves her people (an event celebrated by our Jewish friends on March 9)! 
 
Abraham Lincoln found himself President of The United States at a critical point in our history. The nation was 
divided and in turmoil, riven by civil war. Moreover, it is believed he suffered from chronic depression! Yet, he 
saw the nation through that war and was part of a new birth of freedom that, living out the Founders’ original -- 
but compromised -- ideals, at last included Americans of African descent. At least one of his biographers has 
theorized that Lincoln’s depression aided him in this labor. For only someone who has experienced grittily 
moving forward when life seems gray and hopeless, could have kept going and governing through the dark days 
of the Civil War. We could say that he was leading our nation “for just such a time as this.” 
 
Today, our nation seems to be experiencing some new turmoil of a contemporary nature. We, Christians, are 
placed here “for just such a time as this.” Indeed, we Christians are always placed in this life “for just such a 
time as this.” Our work, or purpose, is to demonstrate to the world the Love of Christ – which brings us to the 
notion of Labor. Labor conjures up images of work and of birth. Both are important ideas. One gives life 
meaning; the other brings forth something new. Both, though, involve struggle.  
 
Christ Jesus, our Lord, calls us to the Labor of Love, the struggle to show the world the grace of God. It is not 
always easy. Sometimes it is messy. But always it is important! One church put out a banner that read, “Love 
Lives Here!” That ought to be understood of EVERY church but, sadly, today we need to be clearer about it. 
Recently, I saw a Christian Education curriculum advertised with the slogan: “Real. Bold. Love.” Leaving aside 
the grammatical issues with that slogan, it captures the need today for us, the Church, to be clear who we are, 
whose we are, whose values we represent and whose grace we reflect. For God’s Love is always contemporary, 
always relevant and always needed! 
 
This February, as we think about Love and Lincoln, may we boldly and courageously Labor at showing God’s 
Love to a hurting world. For on March 1 (after Shrove Tuesday and Mardi Gras the night before) we enter into 
Lent – the season at the very heart of our faith, the season when we remember how God in Jesus – with blood, 
sweat and tears -- labored to show us God’s infinite divine Love! Thanks be to God! 
 
         Grace and Peace, 
         Pastor Norman 
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Please contact Anita Bliesener at 443-876-3898 or the office at 410-939-2464 to add or remove persons from 
the Prayer List.  

 
 

Facebook Groups to Continue in 2017 
Two Havre de Grace UMC Facebook Groups will continue through 2017 - HDG New Testament in a Year and 
HDG Upper Room Readers.  You can join for one Book, one Chapter, One Month, one Season, or any time that 
fits your schedule.  FB Message Dan Rusin to join.  Getting into the Word is a blessing! 
 
 

Help is available - you are not alone 
Pause and remember, there is always hope.  NEED HELP?  CALL: 
Maryland Crisis 24 Hour Hotline    Harford County Mobile Crisis 
1-800-422-0009      410-638-5248 (8 a.m. – midnight) 

Blair Allen Ruth Holloway Peggy Richards Youth of our Church 
Connie Allman Paul Johnson Jamie Rood and Community 
Henry Anderson Alice Jones Fran Rupple All Shut-Ins 
Ian Anderson Catherine Jones Ruth Sale Those Grieving 
Shirley Baker Robert Jones Carol Sawyer Those Homeless 
Katie Beckley Caroline Kelley Cameron Schallawitz Those with Addictions 
Beverly Bennington Kevin Kirk Ron Schallawitz Refugees 
Tom Bennington Julietta Labhart Leo St. Amour Children of Zion Village 
Miff Bodt Levin Layne Ann Stidham Sillamae Church 
Ruth Ann Cunningham John MacLean Becky Tompkins Victims of Terrorism & 
Katie Cymek Vince Mahoney Stephanie Trasko Natural Catastrophes 
Johnny Dry Bonnie May Tom Trimboli U.S. Military Personnel 
Margie Dry Lydia May Dawn Tucker serving around the world 
Rachel Ebright Aubree Mayton Brandon Vaughn The Capital Campaign 
Jeanette Englesson Alison McDonough Vicki Williams Family Unity 
Pat Fedock Ralima Miller Lorna Wortman Our Police Officers 
Lewis Fillinger Edna Newsome Bonnie Wright All Missionaries 
Donna Fordon Alice Perry Jane Young Family Unity 
Sharon Gandy Jack Ploweman Cody Drug Free Community 
Jim Gorham Clara Preston Donna LeBlancs 
Melina Hamm Linda Pyle Sammie  
Sharon Hoffman Alayna Rice   
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 
 
Birthdays 
 
February 
Gardner McCullough II......................1 

Ron Canfield ......................................2 
Len Burcham ......................................4 
Erik Fabriziani ...................................6 
Donna Gruber.....................................11 
Payton Lynch .....................................14 
Jim Newby .........................................23 
 
March 
Jenee Aigner.......................................13 
Selona Baker ......................................22 
Melania Holloway ..............................26 
Ryan Fabriziani ..................................29 
Cathey Robertson ...............................31 
 

Anniversaries 
 
February 
Vince & Jean Mahoney ......................4 
Jerry & Lynn Van Keuren..................11 
Walter & Kay Glenn ..........................25 
 
March 
Robert and Terri Hartmann ................5 
Shawn & Pam Makinson ...................12 
 
 

Have You Submitted Your 
Name and Date? 

If you would like your name included, please 
contact the church office with the date of your 
birthday and/or anniversary and your name.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Visitor is published monthly by 

Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 
101 South Union Avenue 

Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078 
410-939-2464 (phone) 

410-939-2126 (fax) 
E-Mail:  hdgumc@verizon.net 
Webpage:  www.hdgumc.org 

Norman Obenshain, Pastor/Editor 
Tammy Brinkman, Compositor 
Christine Wildberger, Publisher 

All newsletter contributions should be left in the Church Office in the box marked for The Visitor or e-
mailed to the Church Office or Tammy Brinkman at: tbrinkman@verizon.net.  Deadline for submission of 
items is the 2nd Sunday of the month by 10:30 a.m. preceding publication.  Anything received after that 
date will be placed in the next month’s newsletter.  The editors reserve the right to edit for content and 
space.  We welcome your suggestions and contributions for The Visitor. 
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Serving in Worship 
February 5 8:15 a.m. 9:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 
Greeter Tack & Carol Vann Dan Rusin Melinda & David Craig 
Nursery Dennis & Sarah Gehman  Phil & Candy Powell 
Sound Tech Doug Wooten Kim Rusin  Keith Beckley 
Liturgist Susan Capp  Dee Ashby 
Worship Leader    

Acolyte Savannah Bennett/  
James Woodford   

Anointing Billie Labhart &  
Carol Vann  Peg Trimboli & Gary Gray 

 

February 12 8:15 a.m. 9:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Greeter Cathey Robertson Lisa & Derick 
Clutchey Donna & Harry Gruber 

Nursery Dennis & Sarah Gehman  Susan Passwaters & Helper 
Sound Tech  Kim Rusin  
Liturgist Cathey Robertson  Cub Scout Sunday 
Worship Leader    

Acolyte Savannah Bennett/  
James Woodford   

 

February 19 8:15 a.m. 9:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Greeter Carolyn Lewis, Savannah 
Bennett & Lee Bennett 

Tom & Cindy 
Wildman Joan & Angela Scarlato 

Nursery Dennis & Sarah Gehman  Keith & Nancy Beckley 
Sound Tech Paul Mauldin Kim Rusin Paul Mauldin 
Liturgist Shirley Pollitt  David Stevens 
Worship Leader    

Acolyte Savannah Bennett/  
James Woodford   

 

February 26 8:15 a.m. 9:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 
Greeter Nancy Bratcher Gus & Mary 

Kowalewski Jane Corbin & Marie Wehland 

Nursery Dennis & Sarah Gehman  Debbie Schoeberlein & helper 
Sound Tech Niki Haug Dean Cymek Dean Cymek 
Liturgist Billie Labhart  Karen Jobes 
Acolyte Savannah Bennett/  

James Woodford   

 
Call the Church Office at 410-939-2464  

if you would like to serve in worship. 



 

 

FEBRUARY 2017   Church Calendar     Havre de Grace UMC, Havre de Grace, MD 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 

  1 
6 pm GS #1711 
6 pm Praise Band 
7 pm Cub Scouts 
7 pm Education 

2 
10 am Prayer Cir 
7 pm Choir 
 

3 
12 pm N.A 
6 pm UMM Making 
Subs 
 

4 
10-12pm UMM Sub 
Pick UP 

5 
4:30pm GS#4111 
 

6  
7:45pm Hand Bells 
 

7 
 
5 pm AA 
7 pm NA 
7 pm Worship Team 
 
 
 

8 
6 pm Praise Band 
6pm GS#1711 
7pm Cub Scouts 
7pm UMW Meeting  

9 
10 am Prayer Cir 
7 pm Cantata Rehearsal 
8 pm Choir 
 

10 
12 pm N.A 
Cookies of Gratitude 
(last month!) 
 

11 
8 am UMM 
Breakfast 
9 am Cub Scout’s 
Pinewood Derby 
8:30 am Leadership 
Day, Bel Air UMC 

12 Boy Scout 
Sunday 
12:30 pm UM 
Women’s Luncheon 
5:30pm Confirmation 
Class 
Deadline for The 
Visitor articles 
 

13 
3 pm Staff Meeting 
6:30 pm GS#571 
7 pm Finance  
7:45pm Hand Bells 
 

14 
8:30am Grace Place  
5 pm AA 
7 pm NA 
 

15 
5 pm Missions  
6 pm Praise Band 
6 pm UMW Dinner 
6pm GS#1711 
7 pm Cub Scouts 
 
 

16 
10 am Prayer Cir 
7 pm Cantata Rehearsal 
8 pm Choir 
 
 

17 
12 pm N.A 
4:30 pm Welcome One 
Shelter 
 

18 
9 am Girl Scout 
Thinking Day 

19  
9:15-11 am Holy Cup  
5:30pm Confirmation 
Class 
 

20 
7pm Trustees 
7:45pm Hand Bells 
 

21 
5 pm AA 
7 pm NA 
 

22 
6 pm Praise Band 
7 pm Cub Scouts 

23  
10 am Prayer Cir 
7 pm Cantata Rehearsal 
8 pm Choir 
 

24 
12 pm N.A 
 

25 
 

26  
5:30pm Confirmation 
Class 
 

27  
6:30 pm GS#571 
7 pm Church Council 
7:45pm Hand Bells 

28 
5-7 pm Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake 
Supper 
5 pm AA 
7 pm NA 
 

    

 
 

Sunday School  
9:45am for All Ages! 

Regular Sunday Services:  
 8:15 am, 11:00 am  

 Praise & Worship 9:45 am 



 

 

 
Havre de Grace United Methodist Church 
101 South Union Avenue 
Havre de Grace, Maryland 21078-3007 
 
 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
       [     ] 
 
 
 
 
       [     ] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please join us for worship. 

 
Schedule 

 
    8:15 a.m.  Informal Worship 
    with Celebration of Communion 
    (Nursery care available) 
 
    9:45 a.m.  Sunday School 
    (for All Ages) 
 
  11:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship 
    (Nursery Care Available) 

 
For all other program information, 

please phone 410-939-2464 or 410-939-2484. 
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