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NEW HORIZON NEWS 
A UNITED METHODIST CONGREGATION 

A Wondrous Promise Revisited 
All right then, the Lord himself will give you the sign. Look! The 

virgin will conceive a 
child! She will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel 

(which means ‘God is with us’  .)— Isa. 7:14 NLT 
 

Three years ago (prior to the pandemic), I offered the below 
article to remind us, the body of Christ, that we are called to live 
into the wondrous promise of our God especially during the Ad-
vent Season. Therefore, I offer this article again, and ask that we 
look at it with fresh eyes considering all we have experienced 
over the last three years.   If we are honest, I think we will dis-
cover that God’s word is still true — Jesus is with us, and may I 
add, He is for us, and in us to the glory of His name.  May you 
and yours be blessed this Advent Season. 

 
In 1976, I remember eagerly hoping and waiting for a specific 
gift from “Santa Claus” on Christmas. Desperately, I wanted a 
Big Wheel toy. Constantly, I was envisioning myself hurling 
down the street in my new red, blue and yellow mobile that 
would periodically “spin out” to my utter delight. The gift had 
blue pedals for making the toy go faster and faster. It had a 
crooked handlebar for ill-advised turns as well as a huge front 
wheel and two smaller wheels on the back. And when I received 
the gift of my dreams on Christmas morning, I believed the toy 
would change my life and help me become more popular in the 
neighborhood. In other words, the Big Wheel would create a 
cool new image and identity for me. But as I reflect on that peri-
od and subsequent times in my life, I realize that I was missing 
the real reason for the season—celebrating the birth, life and 
ministry of Jesus Christ. Because of Him, I realize I could never 
be defined by any material possession that I may ever own. 
 
As we strive to focus on Jesus during the season of Advent, it is 
easy for us to get “caught up” in the consumerism frenzy of the 
holidays where folks hope for more and better things. We hope-
for bigger or better transportation, smarter Smart phones, faster 
tablets and computers, better health and relationships, and better 

processes like robot cleaning devices to make life easier and 
more enjoyable. While Christmas also means indulging in feasts 
and festivities, the holidays can be exhilarating for many be-
cause there is truly a reason to celebrate. However, society by 
and large, has adopted excessive consumerism as a modern way 
of life. When we study the barrage of blatant and subliminal 
messages we receive daily from Advertisers, we discover we are 
being told we need more of this or that in order to live more ful-
filling lives. Many people have come to believe this myth known 
as “consumer scarcity”. When we buy into this tactic, sometimes 
we become less certain of God’s provision and seek to hold our 
resources tighter and closer to our vests. We fall into greed and 
self protection. 
 
When we behave in these ways during Advent, we need to gain 
a fresh perspective to the wonder of Christmas. Ed Robb and 
Rob Renefroe remind us in their book,  The Wonder of Christ-
mas, that Christ came to earth to demonstrate God’s steadfast 
love for us and limitless levels of God’s gracious blessings given 
to us. Throughout the month of December, we will explore Robb 
and Renefroe’s perspective on the Nativity of the Lord where 
they assert Christmas is the story of a star shining bright, of a 
name declared in joy, of a manager 
humbly waiting, and a promise given 
freely. This is a story of what happen 
over two millenniums ago in the town 
of Bethlehem. But it is also the story 
of what is happening right here and 
right now. 
 
So let me encourage all of us to watch 
for ways we can delight in the promise of Christmas — Jesus the 
Messiah— not only this season but also in the coming year.  
During this Advent season, I also invite each of you to be the 
presence of God in the lives of others by blessing, loving, and 
serving your friends and family in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. By serving and giving freely to others, we pass on the 
promise of God’s abundant love and remembering what God has 
done for us. God has given us the “best gift” we never knew we 
desperately needed — so much better than a Big Wheel or IPh-
one or any other earthly thing. God gave us His Son so we , 
“who believe in him, would not perish but have everlasting 
life” (John 3:16). It is Jesus Christ 
who defines us. It is He who gives us 
sacred worth and value by calling us 
His own. It is He who will forever be 
with us— Hallelujah, Immanuel! 
May we seek every opportunity to 
see and share the promise of Christ-
mas with those we cherish most. — 
Pastor Frank  
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A Free Community Drive Through Christmas Story, 
Again 

 
Come join us for our second annual drive through or mobile Christmas story 
event which will be held in the New Horizon Church parking lot on Sun-day, 
December 20, 2021 from 3pm-5pm. Guest will get to reimagine the Angels, 
Shepherds, Wise Men, the Drummer Boy, and the first Christian family of the 
Christmas Story. Additionally, there will be music and giveaways. We will also 
have Guests appearances of Ms. Claus, Pastor Israel and Pastor Frank. Please 
invite your friends and family for this mobile Christmas Story that will be fun 
and keep every member of the family safe during this season of our lives.  We 
are in need of decorating and creative person to help dress up each scene for the 

various characters of the Nativity story.    If you any have any prop animals such as sheep, deer. donkeys, cows, or goats or bails 
of hay, please bring them to the church by December 12th.  Your property will be ready for pickup by 6pm on Sunday, Decem-
ber 19th immediately following the conclusion of the event.  We appreciate all of your  contributions and cooperation in service 
to Christ and our church. 

Alternating Youth Group Gathering Opportunities 
 
Due to the continuing  issues with the Coronavirus pandemic in Polk County, our  G.L.O.W. 
(God Lights Our World), Leader,  Tiara Rodriguez Suarez, has changed Youth group gath-
ering to both an in-person and virtual experience temporarily. Previously, the Youth were 
meeting for an hour from 1 - 2 pm on Sundays via ZOOM but now, they will meet in person 
on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month and on ZOOM on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of 
every month.  The time for these gathering will be from 1pm - 2pm.   We are making this 
change not only to keep our students safe but also allow us to reach more of our kids who 
are in desperate need of personal connection and relationships.  In addition, this change will 
allow our kids to invite other friends who we might not otherwise reach during this pandem-
ic. If you know any teenagers who may need fellowship, encouragement, discipleship, and a 
sense of belonging, please have them contact Tiara at their convenience.    

Advent Sermon Series  
 

This four-week series will look at different characters in the Christmas story to see how the birth of Jesus was good news of great 
joy for all people, whether an elderly couple like Zechariah and Elizabeth, a poor young couple like Joseph and Mary, the margin-
alized shepherds, or even cosmic beings (angels).  Come join us each Sunday and Christmas Eve as we discover how God’s serv-
ants understood their part in God’s story as we look to discern our parts in God’s plan of redemption today. 
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The New Horizon Church United Methodist Women’s Group meets the 2nd 
Monday of each month in the Son Shine Room @ 10:30AM. Your United 

Methodist Women here at New Horizon Church remained committed during a 
very trying year to staying Knitted Together for God’s Good Work.  We have 

been meeting at our normal time on the 2nd Monday of each month at 
10:30AM in the Son Shine Room here at the Church. We have had some won-

derful programs such as “The Dignity of Work” presented by Mary Downing, 
“Knit Together Against Violence” presented by Shari Gillette and Virginia 
Simzak ,  Janey Russell and Sandy Sheets presented  “The Lord’s Prayer Dra-

ma. In April Sandy Sheets presented the program centered on The Cross, a “Symbol of Hope.” In May we had our annual Salad 
Lunch.   

We met again in September and a thank you to Cathy Murphy for the morning’s Program on learning the role of women in creation 

care thru scripture and to examine our commitment to take action for Just energy for All.  October was devoted to our annual Rum-
mage, Book & Bake Sale on Sat., Oct. 23rd and then on Nov. 20th  our Craft Fair.  Georgia Vogel presented our November pro-

gram on The World Thank Offering and how over 135 years United Methodist women have given to the WTO which is an oppor-
tunity for individuals to respond to God’s abundant grace in the midst of change. 

 As the Holiday season approaches, we continue to show God’s love in the Community thru support of Church programs such as 

Heartland for Children, Emmanuel’s Feast, Gifts for Kids and our monthly Birthday cupcakes at Palm Krest.   

 Blessings to all of you, and as our new United Methodist Women’s Program Book states this has been a challenging year, we seek 
to step into that pain and find something new. Our goal is to sow healing and joy, in all the surprising ways god offers it.  

If you would like to volunteer or receive community service hours at A House Blest please con-
tact Pastor Frank.  Thank you for your consideration & generosity. 
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Wednesday Bible Study 
 

You are cordially invited to join us for Bible Study on Wednesday mornings from 10:30 - 12 noon.  You 
don’t have to join us for each study or each week but if you try it, you might like it.  We meet in-person in the 
SonShine Room but we also have participants who join us via ZOOM each Wednesday.  John Wesley thought 
Christian conferencing (small groups) was a way to experience God’s grace.  Come join us as we journey 
together on how to be the best disciples we can be for God’s glory.  Below are the current and upcoming cur-
riculums we are discerning and digesting over the next several weeks. 
 
This little book from Elaine A Heath will help our small group discover the power of the five means of grace.  
John Wesley called these means of grace “institued”, meaning the spiritual practices Jesus himself participat-
ed in and encourage his followers to do. Heath says, Wesley used these spiritual practices to integrate loving 
our neighbors as ourselves.  We are encouraged to live a life of continual prayer which inevitably leads to a 
life of hospitality, mercy, and justice.  Participants in this study will consider how the five means of grace are 
the ordinary channels that God uses to draw us into a fruitful relationship. 

According to Matt Rawle’s, How the Grinch Stole Christmas! remains an iconic story for several generations 
because of its seasonal theme, happy ending, universal ambiguity and moral conclusion. The ambiguity 
throughout the story perpetuates an exciting mystery to the motivation both of the Grinch’s hatred of Christ-
mas and his seemingly sudden transformation.  We are quite sure why the Grinch is so miserable but we can 
identify with perhaps our own frustrations and bouts with being melancholy.  But as we walk with Christ, we 
find the divine all around us and in turn, the world invites us into a deeper picture of our Creator.  Through the 
lens of God’s redemption story, we are prepared to wrestle into the realms of literature, art and entertainment 
to explore how God is working in and through us.  How God is working in the world telling of God’s great 
story of redemption and transformation. 

Yet Another Miracle Christmas, part 3 
 

We are serving our community again during one of the lonely and difficult holiday season of the year.  
They don’t call it Blue Christmas for no reason.  We will be parting with Unity, Miracle Toyota, Trinity 
Church, Lamb of God, ALPI, Wal-Mart, and Haines City government to distribute gift cards and bikes to 
people either at or below the poverty level.  We will make the miracle happen on Friday, December 17th at 
6:30pm at Miracle Toyota which is located at the corner of US 27 and Bates Road in Haines City.  If you 
would to contribute, we need 10 volunteers and 10 bicycles from New Horizon Church.  Please see Pastor 
Frank for more details or to sign-up. 
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A Thankful Church and Community 
 

And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these 
my brothers, you did it to me.’—Matt. 25:40 

 
New Horizon Church partnered with Unity in the Community of NE Polk County to serve 500 fresh 
turkeys, 100 hams, and vegetables to the impoverished people of Haines City through 
our Immanuel’s Feast and  a free Farmer’s market from 10am - 1 pm.  We prepared all 
the vegetables we purchased from the Swanna Farmers Market in Tampa on Friday 
night from 6pm - 7:30pm.  NHC had six out of 30 volunteers to help stage tables and 
make grocery baggies for 600 families.  The following day, NHC accounted for 15 of 
45 volunteers and we partnered with Terrell Griffin from Haines City Parks & Rec, his 

team of forklift drivers and other skilled men, ALPI, American Care Health Providers, ALPI, Unity in the Commu-
nity, Trinity Worship Center, Lamb of God, Haines City PD, PCSO, and the Haines City Wal-Mart Store 725. We 
provided this community service through a mobile delivery system for the safety of our volunteers and participants.  
We served during the rain and cooler weather as well.  But all was well.  We can’t thank NHC, Unity and all our 
other partners for loving God and “all the neighbors who came” as ourselves. Well done, people of God.  Well 

Our 2022 Capital Budget Goal  

$144,000/per year 
 

In case you are not aware, our building cost/mortgage is our only capital expenditure for 
which we, as the body of Christ, must make provisions for each year until our deed is 
paid in full.  We are asking every household unit to continue to progress toward giving 
the tithe (10% of your income, prayers, service, witness, and time) to New Horizon 
Church.  If you gave 8% of your income to the church last year, we humbly ask you to 
prayerfully consider increasing your giving by 2% and dedicate that 2% increase to our 
Capital Campaign.  Each month, we need to collect $14,000 and recently, we have col-
lected $917 for all of November.  Therefore, the remaining amount requires us to pay 
the balance out of our savings.   
 
 The good news is God has been providing for our church in a mighty way since 2010.  However, the provi-
sions (our reserves/savings) which we have be utilizing over the past four years is nearly depleted. Now, we need to 
reinvest into our church and its mission. The Leadership and Church Staff teams are asking every household to give 
an additional $35 per week (a sacrifice of one fast food meal for a family of 4 per week) to help meet our commit-
ments so we can continue to transform lives outside and inside the four walls of our Sanctuary.  In addition, please 
complete and submit a Stewardship (Capital) Campaign pledge card to the Finance team of our church so they know 
what alternative plans may be necessary to supplement your generosity and commitment. We can plan for additional 
Fundraisers throughout 2022 to help get us to goal by year-end.  Fortunately, we know God is with us and for us. 
Therefore, we will not fail in paying off our church building in the future, so we can be assured we will continue our 
mission to this community for years to come.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the church office 
at 863-422-1290. 
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Contrasting Light & Darkness 

 
As I was growing up, my Mother and Father use to teach my 
sisters and I a valuable lessons almost every night at the dinner 
table.  Often, they would teach us that being black was not a 
curse but was indeed, “beautiful”.  As i went to private school, 
I discovered not many of my Caucasian peers thought anything 
black was desirable. Considering my experience, I wonder how 
I came to determine that both light (whiteness) and darkness 
(blackness) are equally beautiful. Looking at my wife and chil-
dren, I know God creates and delights in things illuminous and 
shadowy.  Below is an article by Mike Morrell that may help 
all of us appreciate both light and darkness over this Advent 
season.  Often times, Advent is framed as a contest between 
‘day’ and ‘darkness,’ resisting the night to usher in the light. 
But as contemporary voices like Drs. Wil Gafney and Alexan-
der John Shaia remind us, the darkness, too, is holy. 
  
Here’s Dr. Gafney: 
 “This good news [of Advent] is framed in the stark language 
of light and dark, shadow and glory. And it is far too easy for 
us as [Westerners] to hear those words through our history of 
race and racism. We are taught from a young age that every-
thing light and white is good, and everything dark and black is 
bad. Even when we are not thinking about it, it is in the back of 
our minds. Race is always in the room for us. But it wasn’t for 
John, Jesus and their world. Identity mattered, whether you 
were Greek or Jew, slave or free, woman or man, but not the 
brown of your skin – most skin was brown in Israel then, even 
Roman legions were largely black and brown, having been 
filled with conscripts from Africa and Asia. 
  
The mystic Howard Thurman taught us that somewhere be-
tween the light and the darkness, between the shadow and glo-
ry, there is a space that he called the luminous darkness, others 
have called it radiant blackness. Think of the night sky span-
gled with stars or the sheen on black silk or satin, or the glow 
of beautiful ebony skin. In the age of Black Lives Matter I in-
vite you to take another look at the light and the darkness and 
see them on their own terms. 
  
In the beginning before God created light there was darkness. 
We are afraid of the dark, but God is not.” 
Scripture affirms this embracing, nondual vision: 
  
“The people remained at a distance, while Moses approached 
the thick darkness where God was.” 
(Exodus 20:18-21) 
  

“Clouds and thick darkness are all around God; righteousness 
and justice are the foundation of the Divine throne.” 
(Psalm 97:2) 
  
“And when the priests came out of the holy place, a cloud 
filled the house of the Lord, so that the priests could not stand 
to minister because of the cloud; for the glory of the Lord filled 
the house of the Lord. Then Solomon said, ‘The Lord has said 
that he would dwell in thick darkness.’” 
(1 Kings 8:10-12) 
  
“I will give you treasures of darkness and riches hidden in se-
cret places, so that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God 
of Israel, who call you by name.” 
(Isaiah 45:3) 
  
Henry Vaughan, 17th-century Welsh poet, could not help but 
remark: 
 
“There is in God (some say), 
A deep but dazzling darkness.” 
  
Perhaps the way we receive the blessings latent in this Advent 
season is not to chase away the darkness that we would hide, 
deny, and repress in ourselves and our current circumstances 
— but instead to embrace it. 
 
Swiss psychologist Carl Jung concurred, allegedly saying 
“What you resist, persists. What you embrace, dissolves.” 
  
The Messiah whose advent we anticipate — Jesus of Nazareth 
— would grow from his nurture in Mary’s dark womb to being 
a counter-cultural figure with powerful guidance that bucked 
the prevailing wisdom of his day. While his own brother James 
eventually taught the more standard approach of ‘resist the 
devil and he will flee from you,’ Jesus advocated for embrace: 
  
“Make friends with your Adversary quickly while you are to-
gether on the way, so that your opponent may not hand you 
over to the judge, and the judge to the officer, and you be 
thrown into prison.” (Matthew, 5:25) 
  
The early 20th-century esoteric Christian teacher G.I. Gurdjieff 
summarized this subversive path of embrace succinctly: 
  
“If you are meditating and a devil appears, make the devil 
meditate.” 
  
Can we cease demonizing the darkness? 
Can we hold our shadows close this Advent? 
  
I’d like to try. And I’d like this effort to be practical. So I’ve 
teamed up with my friend and colleague Sydney Faith Rose — 
a gifted teacher, therapist, and facilitator — to give us an exer-
cise we can work with, right now, to hold close what we might 
otherwise push away. She gave us a powerful DBT therapeutic 
tool, which we then modified and road-tested. 
 
Urge Surfing 
 Sit down in a comfortable place. Think about something com-
ing up in your life soon, something that you’re really not look-
ing forward to: 
That upcoming holiday meal with estranged family. 
The work meeting. Another morning of waking up to your feel-
ings of depression, or anxiety. 
Now take a moment thinking about the ways you typically 
push away such unwelcome experiences — the ways you fight, 
flee, freeze or fawn. See if you can hold your usual responses 
with compassion; they’re the best tools you’ve known to use at 
the time. 
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And now, see if you can give yourself permission to try some-
thing different — at least, from the comfort of your own seat, in 
the safety of this imaginative foresight experiment. 
  
Lengthen and deepen your exhale; bring a slight ‘Mona Lisa’ 
smile to your face — nothing over the top. 
  
From the safety of your seat, welcome your spiritual support: 
  
The Presence of Christ, Sophia (Divine Wisdom), the Holy Spir-
it, or your ancestors (the great Cloud of Witnesses). 
  
Stay with the presence of your spiritual support until you know 
they have your back. Feel their strength, power, and guidance 
right here with you. 
 
Now return to the afflictive feeling or circumstance, the 
‘shadow’ that you dread. Leaning into this feeling rather than 
away, see if you can ‘surf’ this urge rather than pushing it away 
or acting out around it. 

 
Feel this urge’s energy in your body, notice it, and see if it can 
become food for you. 
  
If your breath has become shorter or labored, see if you can gen-
tly lengthen and deepen it once again. Let that slight smile return 
to your face. Meditate with your devils. 
  
There’s no right or wrong way to ‘do’ Urge Surfing. After 
spending several minutes in the depths of what you sometimes 
name as darkness, you can breathe through it and let the entire 
experience go. 
  
Conclude this time with a three-fold naming of gratitude, in your 
own quiet words: 
Gratitude for your Spiritual Support 
Gratitude for yourself in all your many facets 
Gratitude for your shadows, who are also your teachers. 

 

 Discipleship:  
The Five Stages of Grief 

 
• Denial: “This can’t be happening.” 
• Anger: “Why is this happening? Who is to blame?” 
• Bargaining: “Make this not happen, and in return I will ____.” 
• Depression: “I’m too sad to do anything.” 
• Acceptance: “I’m at peace with what happened.” 
      
 Grief is a roller coaster, not a series of stages 
 
It is best not to think of grief as a series of stages. Rather, we might think of the grieving process as a roller coaster, full of ups and 
downs, highs and lows. Like many roller coasters, the ride tends to be rougher in the beginning; the lows may be deeper and longer. 
The difficult periods should become less intense and shorter as time goes by, but it takes time to work through a loss.  
 
Common symptoms of grief 
 
While loss affects people in different ways, many people experience the following symptoms when they’re grieving. Just remember 
that almost anything that you experience in the early stages of grief is normal – including feeling like you’re going crazy, feeling 
like you’re in a bad dream, or questioning your religious beliefs. 
• Shock and disbelief – Right after a loss, it can be hard to accept what happened. You may feel numb, have trouble believing that 
the loss really happened, or even deny the truth. If someone you love has died, you may keep expecting them to show up, even 
though you know they’re gone. 
• Sadness – Profound sadness is probably the most universally experienced symptom of grief. You may have feelings of emptiness, 
despair, yearning, or deep loneliness. You may also cry a lot or feel emotionally unstable. 
• Guilt – You may regret or feel guilty about things you did or didn’t say or do. You may also feel guilty about certain feelings (e.g. 
feeling relieved when the person died after a long, difficult illness). After a death, you may even feel guilty for not doing something 
to prevent the death, even if there was nothing more you could have done. 
• Anger – Even if the loss was nobody’s fault, you may feel angry and resentful. If you lost a loved one, you may be angry at your-
self, God, the doctors, or even the person who died for abandoning you. You may feel the need to blame someone for the injustice 
that was done to you. 

• Fear – A significant loss can trigger a host of worries and fears. You may feel anxious, helpless, or insecure. You may even 
have panic attacks. The death of a loved one can trigger fears about your own mortality, of facing life without that person, or 
the responsibilities you now face alone. 

• Physical symptoms – We often think of grief as a strictly emotional process, but grief often involves physical problems, includ-
ing fatigue, nausea, lowered immunity, weight loss or weight gain, aches and pains, and insomnia. 
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A Theological Statement On Voter Participa-
tion & Suppression from the Public Policy 

and Witness Team 
 

All Are Equal Before God 
 
As Christians, we believe that all people are made in the image of 
God and have sacred worth. The stories we claim in Genesis 
about creation affirm these unique blessings assigned to humani-
ty. In the giving of the Torah, God’s people are commanded to 
value every human life, with particular attention to the treatment 
of those who are most vulnerable. In the word spoken through 
the prophets, we hear God’s insistence on pursuing justice wher-
ever there is oppression and dehumanization. Jesus, in his minis-
try, elevates the lives and experiences of persons who have been 
overlooked and neglected. Galatians 3:28 reminds us that all at-
tempts to stratify human beings are in opposition to the gospel. 
Consequently, we commit ourselves to pursuing the fair and 
equal treatment of all persons with respect to voting rights. Every 
denial of such treatment is an expression of sin. 
 
Human Sin of Injustice 
 
We name and lament any effort to deny, deter, or delegitimize a 
person’s right to vote as examples of sin. In the United States, 
systemic practices on every level of government have resulted in 
the historic and ongoing underrepresentation of racial- and ethnic
-minority citizens through voting. Every vote counted is a voice 
heard. Every vote suppressed or not counted is a voice silenced. 
Laws and practices such as restricting voter registration, mass 
purging of voter rolls, disproportionate closing of polling places 
in communities of color, gerrymandering, and felony disenfran-
chisement fail to show God’s love and treatment of neighbor as 
self and are sin. 

This year, protecting the right to free and fair elections is made 
all the more urgent by the COVID-19 pandemic. Government 
bears the responsibility to protect the health and safety of its citi-
zens by providing safe alternatives to in-person voting – such as 
early voting, extension of registration periods, absentee and mail-
in voting alternatives. We especially decry the recent government 
activities in not funding the U.S. Postal Service that have resulted 
in a slow-down of the mail delivery system as a means of sup-
pressing the vote. 
 
The Spirit’s Work Through the Church and Beyond 
 
We acknowledge that winds of the Spirit are moving in and be-
yond the church as the work of antiracism has gained momentum 
and captured the global consciousness. We seek to get caught up 
in that work. We are divinely inspired by the vision of our world 
as a beloved community where all voices are heard and equal. 
Therefore, we partner with God to ensure that everyone has the 
opportunity to express their voice. In our American context, this 
expression includes the right to vote. 
As United Methodists, [“w]e hold governments responsible for 
the protection of the rights of the people to free and fair elec-
tions...The form and the leaders of all governments should be 
determined by exercise of the right to vote guaranteed to all adult 
citizens” (The Book of Discipline. “Social Principles,” paragraph 
164, p. 138). We affirm God’s call to choose leaders through the 
exercise of the vote. Working in cooperation with other faith 
communities and like-minded civic organizations, we seek to 
educate and provide information on the electoral process includ-
ing voting rights and the effective use of alternatives to in-person 
voting. We will work to abolish laws and practices that suppress 
votes and promote policies that provide equal access to the ballot 
by all adults of voting age.  

Setting criteria for a 2022 General Conference 
 
By Heather Hahn 
Nov. 19, 2021 
 
At a Nov. 18 online meeting, the Commission on the General 
Conference and staff pressed forward with planning for the post-
poned legislative assembly. After the coronavirus has twice al-
tered their plans, commission members expect to make a final 
decision in the first quarter of next year on whether General Con-
ference can take place as scheduled Aug. 29-Sept. 6 in Minneap-
olis. UM News screenshot via Zoom. 
 
Key points: 
Organizers expect to decide early next year whether General 
Conference can go forward as scheduled in 2022.  
In the meantime, they named the values that will guide their de-
cision. 
The goal remains to hold the pivotal legislative assembly in per-
son with delegates from around the globe.  
 
Organizers are pressing forward with plans to hold what many 
expect to be a pivotal General Conference next year.  

At the same time, they acknowledge that the pandemic may once 
again thwart those plans.  The Commission on the General Con-
ference aims to decide in the first three months of next year 
whether The United Methodist Church’s top legislative assembly 
can go ahead as scheduled Aug. 29-Sept. 6 in Minneapolis. 
 
In the meantime, the international elected body met online Nov. 
18 to continue preparations. Commission members also unani-
mously approved a list of values that will guide their decision to 
go forward or delay once again.  
 
The main obstacles to General Conference remain the availabil-
ity of travel visas and vaccines. The coronavirus already has 
twice forced postponements of the assembly originally set for 
May 2020. The bishops also found it impossible to hold a special 
one-day virtual General Conference earlier this year. 
 
In other actions 
The Commission on the General Conference approved a new 
schedule to take into account that the coming legislative assem-
bly will be one day shorter than the typical 10-day meeting. 
Sara Hotchkiss, the General Conference business manager, told 
the commission that the amount of plenary time will be the same 
but there will be one less day for legislative committees to meet. 
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To give those committees more time, the commission has moved 
up General Conference’s opening worship to 8 a.m. Aug. 29 
rather than the usual 2 p.m. start time. Other public addresses 
were moved to accommodate more legislative meeting time. 
 
The Rev. Gary Graves, General Conference secretary, also told 
the commission that he is working to update the delegate listing 
for changes in delegations because of deaths or people opting to 
step away because of the postponement. The plan is for the up-
dated listings to appear in the Daily Christian Advocate, the rec-
ord of General Conference proceedings.  
Read press release. 
 
Kim Simpson, the commission’s chair and a veteran delegate 
from the Central Texas Conference, urged fellow members to 
make clear that the event will be “as inclusive as possible.” “It 
will not be just U.S. delegates,” she stressed. “We as a commis-
sion are the ones that make the decision, so we as a commission 
need to make sure that we allay the fears that are out there.” 
General Conference is the only body that can officially speak for 
the church. The coming gathering has 862 voting delegates — 
55.9% come from the U.S., 32% from Africa, 6% from the Phil-
ippines, 4.6% from Europe and the remainder from concordat 
churches that have close ties to The United Methodist Church. 
Half of those delegates are lay and half are clergy. Bishops from 
around the globe as well as interpreters and other staff also play 
key roles in the proceedings. Bishops preside but do not have a 
vote.  It’s possible to have a quorum with just U.S. delegates, but 
commission members and General Conference staff agreed that 
is not good enough. “The fact that we are an inclusive church 
means that we should be working tirelessly for getting as many 
people there as is possible — and not being content with just 
receiving the quorum,” said the New York Conference’s Bishop 
Thomas Bickerton, the Council of Bishops representative on the 
commission.  
 
While the timing of General Conference remains a question 
mark, no one questions that the coming assembly will likely 
mark some kind of turning point.  After decades of intensifying 
debate over the status of LGBTQ people in the denomination, 
the coming General Conference faces multiple proposals to di-
vide the global denomination along theological lines. All were 
drafted before COVID-19 became a household word. 
 
The most endorsed of these proposals is the Protocol of Recon-
ciliation and Grace Through Separation. If adopted, the protocol 
would allow traditionalist churches and conferences (those that 
support restrictions on gay marriage and ordination) to leave 
with church property and $25 million to start a new denomina-
tion. The proposal also sets aside $2 million for other groups of 
churches that might leave. 
 
With the importance of this General Conference in mind, the 
commission approved the following values for consideration: 
Reasonable threshold for delegate participation (overall and by 
global region).  Health and safety of General Conference dele-
gates, staff, volunteers and guests. 
Inclusion. 
Anti-racism. 
Integrity. 
Credibility. 
Recognition of The United Methodist Church’s mission to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
Owning the responsibility of the commission to set the time and 
place of General Conference.  
 
Marie Kuch-Stanovsky of the Pacific Northwest Conference 
added to the value of inclusion that the commission should con-
sider the participation of young-adult delegates. The Rev. Beth 
Ann Cook of the Indiana Conference also reemphasized the val-
ue of not using only U.S. delegates to reach a quorum.  Commis-

sion members briefly debated whether it’s possible to hold a 
hybrid General Conference where most delegates meet in person 
while others meet online.  
 
Last year, the commission named a technology study team to 
look into the possibilities of holding General Conference online. 
The team’s report outlined several obstacles in the way of such a 
conference. Those hurdles include the multiple time zones be-
tween delegates who live in the Philippines and the U.S., the 
inequity of internet availability and the difficulty in safeguarding 
voting. After the special General Conference in 2019, the com-
mission found evidence of four ineligible people casting votes 
using the credentials of delegates who were not present. 
 
The Rev. Joe DiPaolo, a commission member from the Eastern 
Pennsylvania Conference, urged the commission not to com-
pletely rule out the possibility of holding a hybrid General Con-
ference. “Technology has been evolving,” he said.  He also 
pointed out that the African Methodist Episcopal Church held a 
hybrid General Conference earlier this year with most delegates 
meeting in Orlando, Florida, and African delegates joining 
online. The Rev. Gary Graves, General Conference secretary, 
cautioned that the comparison between the two denominations’ 
General Conferences might not be “apples to apples.”  
 
The AME meeting lasted four days compared to the United 
Methodist General Conference’s nine-day schedule. The AME 
gathering also did not have delegates from as many countries as 
elected to the United Methodist gathering, nor were the AME 
delegates considering a denominational separation. The AME 
gathering did agree to begin a discernment process on the status 
of LGBTQ people in the denomination.  
 
Of particular concern to Graves and multiple commission mem-
bers is how a hybrid United Methodist gathering would handle 
legislative committees — the first stop for most legislation at 
General Conference. During the coming assembly, there will be 
14 legislative committees — each with delegates from multiple 
delegations and in need of interpreters working in multiple lan-
guages.  “I just think about the practical fact that legislative com-
mittees are already hard in person,” said the Rev. Laura Merrill, 
a commission member from the Rio Texas Conference. “It is 
really hard in person to make sure everyone is included in the 
conversation. … In this case, how does it work to have a delega-
tion in one place when they’re on six different legislative com-
mittees?” The Rev. Mujinga Kashala, the commission’s vice 
chair, said through an interpreter that internet connectivity re-
mains a big challenge in her country of Congo.  “For instance, I 
missed the executive committee because, again, I had connectiv-
ity problems,” she said. “Sometimes we can connect for a little 
while but then we are cut off again.”  
 
Ultimately, DiPaolo agreed that the commission “is working to 
try to have as much full participation in an in-person conference 
as possible.” 
Bickerton said that the values the group adopted set “a very high 
bar.” “I think the embracing of these values signals to the whole 
church that this commission is taking this work very seriously.” 
 
The group next plans to meet in January, but it may take more 
than one meeting to decide whether the 2022 General Confer-
ence is a go.  
Hahn is assistant news editor for UM News. Contact her at (615) 
742-5470 or newsdesk@umcom.org. To read more United Meth-
odist news, subscribe to the free Daily or Friday Digests. 
 
Like what you're reading? Support the ministry of UM 
News! Your support ensures the latest denominational news, 
dynamic stories and informative articles will continue to connect 
our global community. Make a tax-deductible donation at Re-
sourceUMC.org/GiveUMCom. 
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Greetings from the District Superintendent 
 

   
 
 
I was in conversation with a dear friend recently about an article that each of us had read 
that stressed the importance of “trusting the inner experience” when it comes to under-
standing the movement of the Spirit of God in our lives. 
 
While I resonate with that way of thinking, it also gives me pause. The pause for me is in 
leaving it at “trusting the inner experience” in and of itself, with the inherent danger of 
leaving out the value of collective reflection within the context of community, of shared 
inner experiences, corporate worship, study, service, and relationships from which we 
learn and through which we grow. 
 
One day last week in a time of quiet reflection I had a powerful personal experience of 
God, praying with no words, paying attention in silence to my inner experience and 
wanting to trust it, and in the midst of that feeling/listening came a rush of reality about 
who I really am, and how who I am – all of it – reflects the image of God in which I am 
created. That includes evidence that emerges out of who I am in the lives of others and in 
the larger world itself that reflects my brokenness, my flaws, my pride, and examples of 
my intentional and unintentional unfaithfulness, as well as the beauty and goodness and 
creativity that comes to mind for most of us when we reflect upon being “created in the 

image of God.” Making that connection was for me in those moments a powerful experience of God’s transforming, life-
giving grace. 
 
That wasn’t a brand new, first-time experience, but more of an extension/addendum/continuation of other such times that 
continue to be reinforced within me, evidence of my growing and deepening experience of grace that keeps the process of 
sanctification alive and moving forward in my life. Trusting that inner experience of grace in the midst of such reflection is 
a powerful thing, and yet it may become self-serving, even dangerous, if done only apart from the context of connection 
with the larger body of Christ. 
 
I worshipped last Sunday in a service in which I was deeply moved by the sermon in particular, as well as by the congrega-
tion singing together “O Holy Night,” as you know, not a typical experience on the first Sunday of Advent, much less for it 
to be a congregational song. I am realizing as I am writing this that the power of that worship experience for me lay in the 
way in which it put an exclamation mark on the intensity of the inner experience of God that I had had just a few days be-
fore. 
 
At some level, after having trusted my inner experience, I needed for that to be validated by hearing the Gospel message 
proclaimed through word and song within the context of the worshipping community. There are other times when my expe-
rience in worship, or service, in dialogue with others individually or in small groups, or through what I am reading, chal-
lenges an inner experience that I may have had in ways that I need it to be challenged.     
 
And for both of those experiences, I am grateful. 
Grace and Peace,  
  

Bob Bushong 
District Superintendent 
East Central District 
Florida Conference of the UMC 
PO Box 4064 
Enterprise, FL  32725 
321-295-8801 


