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 New Horizon Church  January—March  2021 

NEW HORIZON NEWS 

A UNITED METHODIST CONGREGATION 

FORGIVE AND FORGET? 

“For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, 
your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do 
not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive 

your sins”. 

It is a New Year. And many of us are 
trying to be happy in this newest of 
years, but it has been hard to 
navigate these tough times. In 2020, 
we (but not all) survived a global 
pandemic, social unrest, economic 
instability, and political division.  
Today, we are a nation that continues 
to struggle with forgiving and asking 
for forgiveness. Why can't we just 
forgive and forget? Why can't we just 

let bygones be bygones? Murray Harris, from his book, Navi-
gating Tough Texts, says the only way we can realize the true 
nature of human forgiveness is to consider the characteristics of 
divine forgiveness carefully. We must choose to forgive and not 
let offenses repeatedly come to mind, which often causes reoc-
curring brokenness. 

This perspective reminds me of a story reported by Beckah Fink 
from Texas, who wrote to Dear Abby about a father's for-
giveness and a son's need to forgive himself. "A young man 
from a wealthy family was about to graduate from high school. 
It was the custom in that affluent neighborhood for the parents to 
give the graduate an automobile. 'Bill' and his father had spent 
months looking at cars, and the week before graduation, they 
found the perfect vehicle. Bill was confident that the car would 
be his on graduation night. 

"Imagine his disappointment when, on the eve of his graduation, 
Bill's father handed him a gift-wrapped Bible! Bill was so angry; 
he threw the Bible down and stormed out of the house. He and 
his father never saw each other again. It was the news of his 
father's death that brought Bill home again. 

"As he sat one night, going through his father's possessions that 
he was to inherit, he came across the Bible his father had given 
him. He brushed away the dust and opened it to find a cashier's 
check, dated the day of his graduation - in the exact amount of 
the car they had chosen together." 

All those years passed, and neither Bill nor his Father could 
bring himself to forgive or ask for forgiveness. For Bill, the of-
fended person, there was no human willingness to forgive. But 
God forgives despite our deservedness. We deserve death and 
condemnation, but God wants us to receive the forgiveness of 
sins. The Lord, our God wants all people to be saved" (1 Tim 2:3 
-4; 2 Pet 3:9). On the other hand, for Bill's father, God wants 
there to be an acknowledgment of wrongdoing (even if it is mis-
understood as such) and repenting of a wrongful attitude and 
action (Luke 24:47; Acts 2:38;3:19; 1 John 1:9). It would be 
beneficial to note that in the Bible, forgiveness is not automatic. 
Christ died for all (2 Cor. 5:15), but not everyone is forgiven. 
Confession and repentance are required.

Nevertheless, our omniscient God's good news is God chooses 
not to remember our sins in his divine accounting to no longer 
reckon them to our account. The Apostle Paul says it this way, 
"God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, not holding 
people's transgressions against them" (2 Cor. 5:15). Consequent-
ly, my brothers and sisters in Christ, if we seek to know the 
proper way to deal with wrongs done to us, it is improper to try 
to erase it from our memory (to forget it). It is pointless, if not 
impossible. We must aim at reconciliation with the wrongdoer, 
encouraging them to acknowledge the wrong and abjure the atti-
tude that prompted the action and assure them that we are eager 
for harmony to be restored. 

Unfortunately, harmony does not always guarantee that for-
giveness offered is forgiveness received. When repentance is not 
evident, we must maintain a willingness to forgive and transfer 
to God the responsibility for forgiveness. Jesus demonstrated 
such an act when he was beaten, abused, and crucified by unre-
pentant soldiers who were simply doing their job but were una-
ware of their actions' significance. On the cross, Jesus said, 
"Father, forgive them, for they do not realize what they are do-
ing" (Luke 23:34). 

Like Bill, we are often unaware of what we are doing. We hurt 
one another, inflicted pain on one another by heartless actions, 
and often never ask or receive forgiveness. In 2021, may we aim 
for forgiveness as the restoration of our harmonious relation-
ships, and may we hold the most loving and appropriate attitudes 
toward the other. If we are somehow offended, may we have 
a willingness to forgive? If we have offended, may we choose 
not to hold one another's transgressions against each other? 
Forgiveness is a great healer for people who cannot "just 
forget” wrongdoings but provide hope for those who are willing 
to trust God with the responsibility for eternal forgiveness. 
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 New Horizon Church 

UMW here at New Hori-

zon Church continue to 

mask up, social distance 

and follow COVID19 

guidelines as we try to stay 

“Knitted Together” for 

God’s good work and re-

main committed to Faith, Hope and Love in Action. 

We have held our regular meetings following COVID 19 guide-

lines in January and February and will hold our next meeting 

Monday, March 8th at 10:30AM in the Son Shine Room.  We 

welcome all women of the Church to join us. Many of our 

UMW District meetings, “Faith Talks” programs/Podcasts are 

being held via Zoom, as well as by phone.  These programs and 

meetings help keep us “Knitted Together” with United Method-

ist Women here in the United States and all over the world.   

New Horizon United Methodist Women are planning two events 

later this year as follows: 

Rummage, Book and Bake Sale on Saturday, October 23, 

2021 from 8AM-2PM.  Due to lack of storage space here at the 

Church, we cannot accept any items for this Sale until the week 

of October 17th.  Also, we do not accept any clothing for this 

sale.  

Craft Fair on Saturday, November 20, 2021 from 9AM-

2PM: see below. 

Questions on the Craft Fair specifics please call Sandy Sheets 

@863-224-4143 regarding the need to reserve a table at no 

charge for Church members.   Ten percent (10%) of your sales 

would be donated back to the Church.  If there is someone out-

side of the Church who would like to participate have them con-

tact Sandy to reserve a table for $15.00 and likewise, ten percent 

(10%) of their sales would be donated back to the Church. 

Blessings to all from New Horizon Church United Methodist 

Women 

THE MEN’S MORNING MEETINGS 

Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing 
honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the 

grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.— 1 Pet 3:7 

I know this may sound like an oxymoronic statement, but the Men’s Bible Study group 

has just started an extraordinary study on Twelve Women of the Bible. The men meet 

at R-Place in Haines City every Thursday from 8:30am - 9:30am.   Bestselling Author, 

John MacArthur, is inspiring our men to discover how God shaped women of the Bible 

and what God wants to do with us as well.  Thus far, they have been reminded of both 

our fullness and our potential.  Each and every one of our heroines, like us, point to 

Christ.  My hope is the same as MacArthur’s prayer at the conclusion of the Preface 

which is, that participants will share their faith, imitate these women’s faithfulness and 

learn to love the Savior whose work in our lives makes us truly extraordinary. 

CALLING ALL NHC MEN 

President of the Men’s Ministry, Bill Huff, would like to invite any and every man to attend the men’s breakfast on 
Thursday, February 25th or March 4th.  The men gather at R-Place every Thursday morning (including holidays), at 
8:30am.  If you would like to meet for dinner instead, please let us know and we will schedule a Men’s dinner at our 
convenience.  Therefore, there is no excuse because we could gather as men in Jesus’ name by the end of March.  
Copy the link below to view a video of Bill’s invitation. 

https://vimeo.com/514390370 

Blessings to each of you and we hope to see you real soon. 
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WEDNESDAY’S BIBLE STUDY 
 

“ In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” 
—  1 Thess. 5:18 
 
The Apostle Paul declares we are to give thanks in everything.  Google Books asks, 
“How do those four word strike you”? As naive? Infuriating? Impossible? Offensive? 
For Ann Voskamp, the notion of being able to give thanks was lost between her 
gnawing anger and deep resentment toward God for his unfair dealings in her life 
and the lives of others.  Join Pastor Frank as we unpack how we can live full and 
faithful lives, even in the chaos of these times, by counting every small and 
seemingly insignificant blessing we receive directly from the Lord.  This study will 
begin on January 13, 2021.  Come join us for this 6-part sessions and first 
discipleship study of the New Year. 

PRAYER OF THE MONTH 
 

And I will put this third into the fire, and refine them as one 
refines silver, and test them as gold is tested. They will call 
upon my name, and I will answer them. I will say, ‘They are 

my people’ ;and they will say, ‘The Lord is my God.’”— 
Zech 13:9 

 
O gracious God, we pray for your holy Church universal, 
that you would be pleased to fill it with all truth, in all 
peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, di-
rect it; where in anything it is amiss, reform it; where it is 
right, establish it; where it is in want, provide for it; where it 
is divided, reunite it; for the sake of him who died and rose 
again, and ever lives to make intercession for us, Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen. – The Book of Common 
Prayer, UM Book of Worship #501 

SUSPENDED PROGRAMS 
 

Many people have asked for updates on our various ministries.  Here is a list of our 
ministries that are currently suspended due to the COVID pandemic: 

 

• Sunday’s Adult Bible School 

• Sunday’s Contemporary Service (3rd Service) 

• Sunday’s Kid’s Awakening (Children’s Ministry) 

• All Nursery Ministries 

• “Hope at the Park” Dinner Gathering at Lake Eva   

• Puerto Rico Mission trip (until 2022) 

• Jesus Extended Table Ministry (Newest mercy ministry feeding the hun- ger 
on the last Saturday of every month from the NHC’s parking lot. 

• Nursing Home Visitation 

• Car Show until March 2022 

• Hospital Visitation 

•  
Non-member Services of Death and Resurrection (Funerals) 
Weight-Watcher Weekly Meeting (Suspended indefinitely) 
Nonmember Rental Space Events 
All In–person Worship Gatherings (Drive-in Worship has been instituted for the first and second services at 9 and 10:15am each 
Sunday) 
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EAST CENTRAL DISTRICT FLORIDA UMC 
February 17 at 1:33 PM 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Everyone is invited to join a Town Hall meeting: The Truth About COVID-19 Vaccines. 
This Town Hall Meeting will address concerns about the COVID-19 vaccines. We have recruited Dr. Carmella Elie a renowned 
and highly respected African American UF Emergency Medicine physician to address issues of trust with regards to the vaccine 
and Dr. Fred Southwick as an infectious disease expert will briefly review the key findings with regards to the remarkable effec-
tiveness of the vaccines as well as the low risk of significant side effects. Finally, Paul Meyers will be reviewing the different 
ways people can sign up for the vaccine. The majority of the time will be devoted to answering the audience’s questions and 
concerns. 
We will be meeting by Zoom on Wednesday February 24 at 5 PM. The link to RSVP is: https://forms.gle/qzZCLT5X6dFoiKhC6  
There is a place to enter any questions the participant would like addressed and Dr Southwick will prepare visuals to help answer 
these questions. 
 
The Zoom link is below for those that are not comfortable with an RSVP.    
Zoom link: 
 
https://ufl.zoom.us/j/99674365471 

Daylight Savings time begin on  

Sunday, March 14 

https://forms.gle/qzZCLT5X6dFoiKhC6?fbclid=IwAR2mU1UxSElxaBQeKMqoBGHU0BGYNPXoVTAEScRS2lvWYr00TuJpPm3RIbc
https://ufl.zoom.us/j/99674365471?fbclid=IwAR3n3PSpzuf7EU7W34jNvXFiWqB4NziRJ7nSnaAFhAap3FqXsKgAF45BLnY
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THE BISHOP’S WEBINAR 
The Bishop invites all clergy and laity 

Through Eleven Lessons, the Bishop will discuss how to survive this Lenten Season 
in the midst of our wilderness journey.  The Webinar will be held on March 1, 2021 at 

12 noon.  Please register at this link:  https://zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_6E75eYl4TyyjCTU_jXy3lQ  

BIBLE QUIZ 

How much do you know about the Bible? 

This month’s question... 
When Mary said to Gabriel, "be it unto me 
according to thy word," what did Gabriel do? 

A. He ate the bread and drank the wine.
B. He blessed her.
C. He departed.
D. He touched her.
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GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 
 

In Memorandum 

A long time member of NHC & 
active participant in the Men’s Bible 

Study Group 
Homegoing:  February 13, 2021 

Sippio Dunmore 
 (Patriarch of the Dunmore family/

Minister) 
Pastor Frank’s Uncle 

Homegoing:  February 14, 2021 

While both servants of God succumbed to the Coronavirus, we celebrate their victory and eternal healing in Jesus Christ. 
We celebrate their liberation from illness, weakness, and all infirmities to everlasting joy, hope and peace.  May the Lord 
comfort and bless all the families who have lost loved ones to this dreaded disease.  Rest in Peace, O Brothers in Christ. 

A SPECIAL SHOUTOUT! 
 

February 
 

Dr. Ed Downey  - 90th Birthday 
 

March 
 

Nyla Sharp — 90th Birthday 
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6 MONTHS IN REVIEW 

Many of you said you feel out of touch with the church since we stopped holding in person worship 
service back on March 22, 2020.  So, in case you missed some of the great things we have done, here 
is a recap: 

• Re-opened the church to in-person worship in the NHC sanctuary on August 30 and it lasted until
the cases of coronavirus significantly increase and resigned us to offering more safe worship expe-
riences, two drive-in worship experiences at 9am and 10:15am starting on January 10, 2021.

• Truck or Treat was held on Friday, October 30th and we engaged over 55 children and their
families.

• Charles Jones offers inspiration Musical Monday vignettes each week
as a musical devotion and uplifting time with the Lord and our church.
These videos can be found on our NHC Facebook page.

• New Horizon Church participated in the Free Community Farmer’s market and Turkey giveaway where
we gave out 425 turkeys and fresh vegetable accompaniments on November 21, 2020.

• New Horizon Church participated in the Miracle Christmas Toyota Event of 2020 on Saturday, Decem-
ber 19th which included 55 free bicycles, 85 free gifts cards, and a plethora of free toys for less fortunate
children based on income and the poverty level.

• Also, on Saturday, December 19th, Pastor Frank and Molly celebrated the first anniversary of the
official adoption of their daughters, Leia Nicole and Raygan Elizabeth Adams.  It was a week-
long celebration (of course).

• New Horizon Church offered for the first time, a community event called A Mobile Christmas Sto-
ry on December 20, 2020 where we model a live nativity scene and story in our parking lot. We
offered a greeter by the Pastors of the Church, Ms. Santa Claus (yes, we know that is not a part of
the Nativity story), Angels, the Little Drummer Boy, Live Christmas Carole music by Sue and
Charles, Shepherded, and Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus as well as the story of the Magi. Over 35
vehicles came to experience our church through this activity.

• New Horizon offered another bilingual Christmas Eve service on Thursday, December 24th during the pandemic which was also
broadcasted virtual via Facebook live which was our first time reaching a larger but unknown viewership over social media.

• New Horizon Church offered a 3 Kings Day celebration event at the church through our Latino Worship service.  We offered
prayer, food, and fellowship to roughly 30 families who visited our church.  We recognized that much of the general community
had lost the realization and significance of the story of the Wisemen
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WESLEY’S WORDS 

“What one generation tolerates, the next generation will 
embrace.” ― John Wesley 

 New Horizon Church 

• New Horizon Church offered Jesus Extended Table (J.E.T.) to the community on January 23, 2021 where
we feed the community a hot meal, gave them so imperishable food items, spiritual prayer, fellowship, and
Christian worship.  We estimate 40 families experience this event and we decided to offer it on the last Sat-
urday of every month.  Unfortunately, we meet a family infected with COVID and shutdown future events
until the pandemic would not be a threat to our volunteers and members.

• On February 17th, NHC offered its first ever Ash Wednesday Online Video Worship Ser-
vice.  The service highlighted the diversity of our church family, our faith in God, our
strong belief in confess and pardon, our calling to repent and to be reconciled to God and
our neighbors. Our theme of the service was “Change Our Hearts, O God”. Over 300 view-
ers watched the service on our NHC Facebook page.

• In February, New Horizon Church offered spiritual, physical and emotional care to a family
that experienced the suicide of their son & brother.  We prayed for them as a church and sent
them Rev. Jan Price and Mary Downing as servants from our church for over two weeks to
help them through the most challenging time of this Christian family’s life.  By the end of the
two weeks, they sent pictures to us stating, we love our church ladies……. I know we felt 
blessed to be around such a great family of faith. 

• A House Blest has reorganized as a mobile pantry that offers food to any and every one in Polk
County on the 1st and 3rd Fridays of every month.  We have been joined by our newest partner,
Community of Faith UMC, who have added volunteers, can goods and other foods to our food
pantry, as well as considerable financial donations to this ministry.
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LOVINGLY SUBMITTED BY RON LACEY FOR YOUR 
READING PLEASURE 

Dear restless heart, be still; don’t fret and worry so; 
God has a thousand ways His love and help to show; 
Just trust, and trust, and trust, until His will you know. 

Dear restless heart, be still, for peace is God’s own smile, 
His love can every wrong and sorrow reconcile; 
Just love, and love, and love, and calmly wait awhile. 

Dear restless heart, be brave; don’t moan and sorrow so, 
He has a meaning kind in chilly winds that blow; 
Just hope, and hope, and hope, until you braver grow. 

Dear restless heart, recline  upon His breast this hour, 
His grace is strength and life, His love is bloom and flower; 
Just rest, and rest, and rest, within His tender power. 

Dear restless heart, be still!  Don’t struggle to be free; 
God’s Life is in your life, from Him you may not flee; 
Just pray, and pray, and pray, till you have faith to see. 

Edith Willis Linn 
Streams in the Desert, L.B. Cowman, copyright 1997, Zondervan Pub-

lishing 

WORKING FOR YOU WITHOUT NOTICE 

Over the past eleven months, Bruce Haines, Chairperson of the Trustees, and 
the Trustee committee have been hard at work during the shutdown, suspen-
sion of in-person worship, evolution of the drive-in worship services, and 
everything in between that is held in or near our church. The Trustee have 
accomplished to get the faulty A/C unit fixed on numerous occasions, re-
placed faulty fire alarm sensors, repair damage to the building due to con-
struction errors or natural damage from severe weather to the facade and the 
soffit areas of our building (which required rentals of mechanical lifts), re-
pairs to our audio and visual systems due to damage resulting from lightening 
or power surges, installation of a lightning rod system which was not com-
pleted  during construction, repair to church van widow and replacement of 
all four tires, fixing and straightening trees in the parking lot, pressure wash-
ing the building and some cement areas, replacing and installing new phone 

system through a licensed contractor, and interviewed and approved a new lawn service provider for our church and A House Blest.  
All of this work does not include the countless, walkthroughs and meeting that Bruce held with potential contractors who either did 
not show up or were too expensive to hire.  A “Big Thanks” goes to Bruce and the Trustees for all the work they have done behind 
the scenes that they never receive enough credit for.  At one point, Julie and I saw Bruce every day at the church for nearly two 
months straight.  We thank the good Lord for our Trustees and their commitment to New Horizon Church.  
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Worship Deep Dive - Both/And, Maximizing Hybrid Worship For Online and  
In-Person Experiences 

 
February 19 10:00am OR February 25 6:30pm 

Cost - $10 
 

Jason Moore will conduct a Worship Deep Dive (Virtual) this month! This 2.5 hour workshop will delve into strategies for creating 
powerful transformative worship where no one feels like they're an afterthought. The two dates are repeats of the same infor-
mation. Attend the one that works for your schedule! Check for article on flumc.org. 

Who should attend? Clergy & the entire worship team!  Please register online 
 
It will explore: 

• Re-imagining worship for Both/And 

• How to create interactive Both/And experiences 

• Bringing at-home and in-person audiences together in real time 

• Alternative opportunities for online viewers watching in-person livestreams 

• Repurposing in-person worship for online viewers 

• Strategies for adapting practices for Both/And 

• Avoiding letting your groove becoming a rut 

• And the last 15 minutes for Q & A 

February 15 President's Day holiday 

April 2 Good Friday holiday 

May 31 Memorial Day holiday 

July 5 Independence Day holiday 

September 6 Labor Day holiday 

November 11 Veteran's Day holiday 

November 25-26 Thanksgiving holiday 

December 24 Christmas holiday 

December 27 Christmas holiday 

December 31 New Year's Day holiday 

2021 HOLIDAY SCHEDULE FOR THE FLORIDA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
The conference and district offices will be closed the following days. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other Important Dates 
General Conference 2020 - August 29-September 7, 2021 
2020 Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference - November 10-12, 2021 

https://gc2020welcome.org/
http://www.sejumc.org/templates/System/details.asp?id=59478&PID=1066863
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ORLANDO CELEBRATES AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY IN FEBRUARY AND ALL 
YEAR LONG 

By Nate Shelton on Feb. 03, 2021 

Explore African-American influence and culture throughout Orlando during Black History Month or your 
next visit, including Historic Eatonville 

Everyone knows that Orlando offers unforgettable activities for all visitors, including open-air theme parks, wild attractions, 
dining and nightlife, the arts, shopping, sports, outdoor adventures, and much more. But did you know that we’re also 
home to engaging African-American culture and history? Because we are — and we’d love for you to experience it not just 
during February’s Black History Month and its featured events, but throughout the year. 
Learn more: African-American History & Culture in Orlando 
While exploring Orlando’s African-American history and influence, you’ll benefit from robust cleaning and safety 
measures at our cultural venues, as well as at our hotels, restaurants, transportation providers and other busi-
nesses. These enhancements are designed to help protect you while you’re diving into all the worlds of wonder 
that Orlando has to offer — including the invaluable impact that African Americans continue to have on our com-
munity! 
Learn more: Orlando Awaits as Your No. 1 Healthy Travel Destination 
Please note: Depending on the timing of your visit, some experiences may be temporarily modified or closed. 
Learn more about healthy travel and what’s open in Orlando, and check with your favorite attractions for their 
current status. 

Black History Month Events in Orlando for 2021 
See how Orlando is celebrating Black History Month in 2021, including educational forums and uplifting celebra-
tions of the arts. Check back for additional 2021 events as they’re announced, or visit our Events Calendar to find 
more things to do while you’re in town. 

Orange County Regional History Center and Heritage Square Park in Orlan-
do 

City of Orlando’s Black History Month Events 
In February, Orlando traditionally celebrates Black History Month with a varie-
ty of in-person events and exhibitions showcasing African Americans’ many contributions and positive influence in 
the Central Florida community. For 2021, in an abundance of caution, the city’s Black History Month workshops 
and educational panels will instead take place virtually with a series of online events hosted by downtown Or-
lando’s Orange County Regional History Center, including: 

• Virtual Lunch & Learn: Collecting and Preserving the Black Lives Matter Movement (Feb. 5, 2021):
How are America’s cultural institutions — including the Goldsboro Museum in Sanford, just north of
Orlando — collecting and telling the Black Lives Matter story as it unfolds? Find out by joining this
virtual, interactive discussion featuring curators working to preserve this significant movement for the
future. Get complete details.

• Black Mental Health Matters: This virtual event will feature live performances, a powerhouse panel,
small group discussions and more as participants work together to start some important conversa-
tions about mental health and Black families. Get complete details.

• Celebrating Black Culture Series: Storytelling and Poetry Webinar (Feb. 11, 2021): Dr. Obi Nwak-
anma, a poet and professor of English at the University of Central Florida, is joined by fellow poet and
author Valada Flewellyn and blues musician and songwriter Ruth King for a celebration of the power
of words, as well as a look at the role of storytelling in African tradition and the African-American cul-
tural experience. Get complete details.

• Celebrating African-American Culture in Art, Music and Dance Webinar (Feb. 25, 2021): Hosted by
leading members of Orlando’s arts community, this virtual workshop will highlight the critical role Afri-
can-American families have played in the making of our country and celebrate the diversity of African-
American families as a core part of American society. Get complete details.

Frontyard Festival™: Through Unity, We Shall Overcome (Feb. 25, 2021) 

https://www.visitorlando.com/blog/author/nate-shelton/5fd3f684dd697124e3919f66/
https://www.visitorlando.com/things-to-do/theme-parks/
https://www.visitorlando.com/things-to-do/attractions/
https://www.visitorlando.com/things-to-do/restaurants/
https://www.visitorlando.com/things-to-do/nightlife-and-entertainment/
https://www.visitorlando.com/things-to-do/attractions/arts-and-entertainment/
https://www.visitorlando.com/things-to-do/shopping/
https://www.visitorlando.com/things-to-do/sports-and-outdoors/
https://www.visitorlando.com/things-to-do/sports-and-outdoors/outdoors-and-ecotourism/
https://www.visitorlando.com/african-american/
https://www.visitorlando.com/blog/post/orlando-awaits-healthy-travel-destination/
https://www.visitorlando.com/plan/healthy-travel/
https://www.visitorlando.com/events/
https://www.visitorlando.com/listing/orange-county-regional-history-center-and-heritage-square-park/31244/
https://www.orlando.gov/Events/Black-Mental-Health-Matters
https://www.visitorlando.com/event/celebrating-african-american-culture-in-art-music-and-dance-webinar/15535/
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Presented by Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer’s Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Commission, this free concert will feature the 
world-renowned Aeolians Chorus from Oakwood University, as directed and produced by Dr. Jeffrey Redding, a 
Grammy Award-winning music educator. It’s part of the Dr. Phillips Center for the Performing Arts’ Frontyard 
Festival series, which offers live, socially distant entertainment and unique experiences in the heart of downtown 
Orlando. Get complete details. 

Orlando City Library Services African-American Virtual Read-In 

Orlando City Library Services African-American Virtual Read-In (Feb. 28, 
2021) 
Celebrate African-American literature in poetry, story and song, as performed by local luminaries in conjunction 
with the 31st Annual National African-American Read-In. This virtual event is free and open to the public. Get com-
plete details. 
Uprooting Prejudice: Faces of Change (Through March 31, 2021) 
In this special exhibit at the Holocaust Memorial Resource and Education Center of Florida in Maitland, about 30 
minutes north of Orlando’s tourism districts, renowned photographer and storyteller John Noltner presents stunning 
images and powerful words designed to interrupt identity-based hate. 
The Soul of Jazz: An American Adventure 
This new exhibit at EPCOT® at Walt Disney World® Resort celebrates the distinctly American musical art form, 
originated by African Americans and fusing the influences of many different cultures. It will be available at least 
through the end of February. 
Save on discount tickets: Walt Disney World Resort 

African-American Culture & History in Orlando 
Orlando’s history can be traced back to the prehistoric era, with a melting pot of peoples and cultures making their 
marks along the way. One of the most important — not just to Central Florida but to the American Civil Rights 
movement — is our African-American community, whose influence can be felt throughout the area. 

Mural Near the Zora Neale Hurston National Museum of Fine Arts in Historic 
Eatonville 

Historic Eatonville & Zora Neale Hurston 
Just 25 minutes north of Orlando’s main tourism districts, the historic town of 
Eatonville was one of the first self-governing, all-Black municipalities in the 
U.S. — and the oldest still in existence today. Incorporated in 1887, it was added to the U.S. National Register of 
Historic Places in 1998. 
Around the turn of the 20th century, Eatonville attracted the family of famed author Zora Neale Hurston, who was a 
child at the time. The town and nearby communities also provided a setting and inspiration for Hurston’s best-
known novel, Their Eyes Were Watching God. 

ZORA!® Festival in Historic Eatonville 

Eatonville celebrates their most famous resident with the annual Zora Neale Hurston 
Festival of the Arts and Humanities, aka ZORA!® Festival, and the Zora Neale 
Hurston National Museum of Fine Arts, aka The Hurston. 

ZORA! Festival is a multifaceted, multicultural celebration that traditionally takes place in January and early Febru-
ary. But no matter when you visit Eatonville, stop by The Hurston for resources to help you make the most of your 
visit, including details about historic buildings and markers throughout the city, such as St. Lawrence AME Church 
and the Mosley House. Admission to The Hurston is free, but donations are encouraged. Guided walking tours are 
also available by appointment; call (407) 960-1361 for details. 
African-American History Throughout Orlando 
Downtown Orlando is another rich source of African-American history and culture. Based inside the historic 
Wells’Built Hotel, the Wells’Built Museum of African-American History and Culture was constructed in 1921 by 
prominent African-American physician Dr. William M. Wells and is listed on the U.S. National Register of Historic 

https://www.visitorlando.com/event/frontyard-festival%e2%84%a2%3a-through-unity-we-shall-overcome/15457/
https://www.visitorlando.com/event/african-american-read-in/15544/
https://www.visitorlando.com/event/african-american-read-in/15544/
https://www.visitorlando.com/things-to-do/theme-parks/walt-disney-world-resort/epcot/
https://www.visitorlando.com/things-to-do/theme-parks/walt-disney-world-resort/
https://tickets.visitorlando.com/tickets/theme-parks/walt-disney-world
https://www.visitorlando.com/events/festivals-and-annual-events/zora/
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Places. It originally catered to African-American guests who were barred from Florida’s then-segregated hotels, in-
cluding many famous musicians, and earned a spot on The Negro Travelers’ Green Book, which served as the basis 
for 2018’s Oscar-winning Green Book. 

Wells’Built Museum of African-American History and Culture in Orlando 

Today, the Wells’Built houses memorabilia of Orlando’s African-American community, 
displays of the Civil Rights movement, and African art and artifacts. Although the ven-
ue is currently closed due to COVID-19, visitors are welcome to stop by for some his-
toric selfies. Additionally, Orlando International Airport (MCO) is hosting an exhibition celebrating the museum's 
20th anniversary, including historical photographs and artwork. 
Downtown Orlando is also home to historic Tinker Field, a space next to Camping World Stadium that was the site of 
a moving Civil Rights speech delivered by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in 1964 and was added to the U.S. National Reg-
ister of Historic Places in 2004. 

Historic Hannibal Square in Winter Park 

A short drive west from there will take you to Hannibal Square in Winter Park, home 
of the Hannibal Square Heritage Center. Here, you can explore the district’s origins 
as an African-American community with ties to the historic South Florida Railroad. 

The Mad Crab Seafood & Wings in Eatonville 

Black-Owned Restaurants & Other Businesses 
While visiting Orlando, you can support a variety of Black-owned restaurants 
and other businesses in February and all year long, including many options in 
downtown Orlando and Eatonville. In fact, two just made Yelp’s national list 
for Black-owned restaurants to watch: Chicken Fire just east of downtown 

Orlando, and StreetWise Urban Food close to Orlando International Airport. 
Visit the African American Chamber of Commerce of Central Florida’s website to discover more delicious Black-
owned restaurants, or check out this blog from Orlando Date Night Guide. 
Like The Huston and the Wells'Built Museum, Bronze Kingdom African Art Gallery is another Black-owned attraction 
worth visiting. Just a few minutes east of downtown at Orlando Fashion Square Mall, it boasts the world’s largest col-
lection of rare African bronze statues, plus beaded and wood sculptures — more than 2,000 pieces in all. 
African-American history, arts and culture are key parts of Orlando’s rich tapestry, and there’s lots more to explore 
while you’re here. Take advantage of our free planning tools and other resources to unlock an Orlando getaway 
that’s perfect for your family! 

EASTER  -  SUNDAY,  APRIL 4 

https://www.visitorlando.com/listing/orlando-international-airport/31118/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CKxG-rdFKkr/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CKxG-rdFKkr/
https://www.blackcommerce.org/central-florida-black-owned-restaurants/
https://www.blackcommerce.org/central-florida-black-owned-restaurants/
https://orlandodatenightguide.com/2020/06/orlando-area-black-owned-restaurants-and-shops/
https://www.visitorlando.com/plan/
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TIME TO SURVEY 

There is a time for everything, 
    and a season for every activity under the heavens: 

a time to be born and a time to die, 
    a time to plant and a time to uproot, 

 a time to kill and a time to heal, 
    a time to tear down and a time to build, 

 a time to weep and a time to laugh, 
    a time to mourn and a time to dance, 

a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace 
and a time to refrain from embracing, 
a time to search and a time to give up, 

    a time to keep and a time to throw away, 
a time to tear and a time to mend, 

    a time to be silent and a time to speak, 
a time to love and a time to hate, 

    a time for war and a time for peace. — Eccl. 3:1-8 

Since we are hopefully rounding the corner in regard to the coronavirus pandemic, I believe it is a good time for me as 
Pastor to assess our worship times, spaces and all of the complex intricacies that come with planning worship for our 
community of faith.  A couple people have mentioned to me that they would like to see the Traditional Service start lat-
er in the morning.  While none of the other services has even broached the subject of a worship time change with the 
leadership team, we want to get your opinion about a newly proposed start time for Traditional worship (which would 
affect Sunday School, Kids Ministry, 2nd and 3rd services).  Since, the third service needs to be relaunched, this may 
be the perfect time to consider such a change.   

Please indicate your start time preference for the Traditional Worship Service: 

A. 9:00am
B. 9:15am
C. 9:30am
D. 9:45am
E. None of the above

Please provide us any details why you selected this preference…… 

———————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Please indicate your start time preference for the Latino Worship Service: 

A. 10:15am
B. 10:30am
C. 10:45am
D. 11:00am
E. None of the above

Please provide us any details why you selected this preference…… 

———————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Print your name: ___________________________ 
Signature:  _______________________________ 
Date:  ____________________________________ 

We recognized that a time change will also affect our Adult Sunday School class and our Children’s Ministry and 
Nursery offerings as well.  Please only answer the above questions for the service you attend.  Please return your re-
sponse to the church office by March 17, 2021.  Depending on everyone’s participation, we will attempt to implement 
any new changes following Easter Sunday Services 2021. If you would like to see any other changes to our worship, 
please contact directly Stephen, Charles, Bill, Pastor Israel, or Pastor Frank.  Conversely, you can send an email to the 
church office at office@nhcpolk.org. May prayer and clear discernment lead us to where God is calling the body of 
Christ to authentic and sincere worship.  I look forward to your input and feedback regarding our worship times togeth-
er.  — Pastor Frank 

mailto:office@nhcpolk.org
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MARCH 2021 
DAILY DEVOTION GUIDE 

I am only one, but I am one. 
I cannot do everything, but I can do something. 

What I can do, I ought to do, 
And what I ought to do, by God’s grace I will do. 

Edward Everette Hale 

Meditate on each scripture(s) for the day 
and ponder its importance for the kingdom of God 

1 Luke 8:1 

2 Matthew 4:17 

3 Mark 1:14, 15 

4 Luke 4:43 

5 Luke 9:1, 2, 6 

6 Luke 10:1, 9 

7 Luke 9:10, 11 

8 Luke 11:20 

9 Luke 16:16 

10 John 3:3, 5 

11 1 Corinthians 4:20 

12 Acts 28:23 

13 Matthew 5:17 

14 Matthew 4:17 

15 Matthew 5:3 

16        Luke 12:29 - 31 
17 

17 Luke 8:10, 11 

18 Luke 7:28 

19 John 18:36 

20 Acts 1:1 - 3 

21 Mark 9:1 

22 Luke 17:20, 21 

23 Luke 9:27 

24 Luke 18:16 

25 Matthew 18:4 

26 Matthew 21:43 

27 Hebrews 12:28 

28 2 Timothy 4:2, 18 

29 Matthew 19:14 

30 Mark 10:14, 15 

31 Matthew 6:10 
Pray this in earnest 

March Spiritual Discipline 
submitted by Ron Lacey 
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New Horizon Church  -  A United Methodist Congregation  
400 Orchid Drive 
Haines City, Florida  33844 
Phone: 863-422-1290 
Email Editor: jsum@tampabay.rr.com 

IN THE DISTRICT 
Greetings from the District Superintendent 

A Prayer from and for Our Hearts 

Eternal and loving God, unto to whom all hearts are open, push us to ponder what is in our hearts this week. Our heart – that 

place in our bodies that is at the core of our being alive, where lay our deepest feelings of love and loyalty, that deep down 

place where we are fully and completely ourselves. 

Though at times our inclination is to close our hearts off to you, nonetheless even if sometimes reluctantly, our hearts are open 

to you because to remain alive they need your steady care and the wise leading of your Holy Spirit. You are the one who has 

made us, and in response to being created by you, our hearts are restless until they rest in you. 

For some of us our hearts are ruled by anxious desires – for power, for control, for status and recognition. For some it’s for 

material things, for bigger and better as those things are defined by others, not you. Some of us carry such deep scars of resent-

ment toward those who have hurt us or those who are different from us or those from whom we feel distant and estranged that 

in our hearts we long to see others get what we see as their due. 

Often these places in our hearts our hidden except from you – never from you. You know all that is in our hearts. There is no 

secret hidden from you – no shame, no burden, no failure, no embarrassment, no disappointment, no deep desire, no sense of 

alienation and loneliness, no grandiosity, no pride. You know them all. You know and you do not turn away. You know and 

you embrace us with your love. You know and you forgive. You know and you set us free to begin anew. We marvel, O God, 

at your pervasive love and your engaging patience. 

We present our hearts to you, O God. What we seek, only you can give. We seek the gift of your abiding love and the grace 

that we need to receive it unflinchingly and unreservedly. 

Come, Holy Spirit. Reclaim these hearts of ours. Renew them, re-enliven them, reorient them, realign them, that we might 

come to approach you with hearts that are open and receptive, honest and undefensive, no longer fearful, and deeply commit-

ted to an unreserved faithfulness and obedience to you, as our hearts become eager to love you in return. 

Amen. 
Grace and Peace, 

Dr. Bob Bushong 

Bob Bushong 
District Superintendent 
East Central District 




