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NEW HORIZON NEWS 
A UNITED METHODIST CONGREGATION 

Adopted for Christmas 
But when the fulfillment of the time came, God sent his 

Son, born through a woman, and born under the 
Law.  This was so he could redeem those under the Law 
so that we could be adopted.  Because you are sons and 

daughters, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts — 
Gal. 4:4-7 

 
One of the most memorable events that has happen to Molly and 
I during the Advent Season was adopting our daughters, Raygan 
and Leia, on December 19, 2019.  We took the above picture as 
we prepared to travel to Jacksonville to attend the adoption hear-
ing in person. We were surprised at how emotional and legal the 
proceeding turned out to be.   We asked the court to make per-
manent and official what we already felt in our hearts — that we 
were a family that was ordained by God. The Judge made sure 
Molly and I understood that Leia and Raygan would be legal 
heirs and inheritors of our estate and a part of our legacy.  I nev-
er thought the idea of growing up as a part of the Adams family 
could be noteworthy especially daughters of a United Methodist 
Pastor. 

 
Now, to be the U.S. President’s daughters would be the ultimate 
adoption.  Growing up in the White House would have tremen-
dous perks.  Every school day you would get a limo ride to and 
from school. You would have the secret service to protect you 
from bullies and other adversaries.  During the summer, the girls 
would travel the world on presidential travel and see the beauty 
of this country as the travel with Mom and Dad during campaign 
years.  At home, the children would have more than 100 rooms 
to explore and many people seeking to assist their every need.  
And if these benefits were not enough, they would have much to 
brag about when talking about what the parents did for a living. 
While it is fun to image such a life, the majority of people never 
will have such privileges.   
 
However, as Christians, we are really better off than being a son 
or daughter of the President.  That is because we are the children 
of the Almighty God.  As Paul reminds us in his letter to the 
Galatians, there is no greater privilege.  What does it mean to 
you to be a child of the King of kings? 
 
Under Roman law, an adopted child was guaranteed all legal 
right to his or her father’s property.  The children were not sec-
ond class but equal to any other children biological or adopted, 
in the father’s family. 
 
Before Christ died on the cross, we were all slaves to sin.  But 
now that Christ was born and has paid the penalty for our sin, we 
can accept his sacrifice as payment for our debt.  The we do this; 
we are freed from the bondage of sin and are adopted into God’s 
family.  As God’s adopted children we share with Jesus all the 
rights of an heir in the kingdom of God. 
 
If you belong to Christ, then all he has belongs to you (Gal. 4:7).  
God is your heavenly Father.  You can come boldly into his 
presence this Christmas Season, confident that he will lovingly 
welcome you as his own child. — Pastor Frank 

Come join us for our first ever drive through or mobile Christmas story 
event which will be held in the New Horizon Church parking lot on Sun-
day, December 20, 2020 from 3pm-5pm.  Guest will get to reimagine the 
Angels, Shepherds, Wise Men, the Drummer Boy, and the first Christian 
family of the Christmas Story. Additionally, there will be music and 
giveaways. We will also have Guests appearances of Ms. Claus, Pastor 
Israel and Pastor Frank.  Please invite your friends and family for this 
mobile Christmas Story that will be fun and keep every member of the 
family safe during this season of our lives. 

A Free Community Drive Thru Christmas Story 
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Virtual Youth Group Again 
 
Due to the rise in the Coronavirus pandemic in Florida and espe-
cially Polk County, our Interim Youth Director, Tiara Rodriguez 
Suarez, has changed Youth group from an in-person meeting to a 
virtual experience effective immediately.  Previously, the Youth 
were meeting for an hour from 5 - 6 pm on Sundays but now, they 
will meet virtually from 5 - 6:30pm once per week.  We are mak-
ing this change not only to keep our students safe but also allow 
us to reach more of our kids who are not comfortable gathering in 
public spaces.  In addition, this change will allow our kids to in-
vite other friends who we might not otherwise reach during this 
pandemic.  If you know any teenagers who may need fellowship, 
encouragement, discipleship, and a sense of belonging, please 
have them contact Tiara at their convenience.     

Advent Sermon Series 
Rediscovering the Improbable Story of Christmas 

 
According to Andy Stanley, four thousand years ago, God promised God would do something miraculous through the bloodline of 

Abram.  Two thousand years later, Jesus was born.  And two thousand years after that, we’re still talking about it.  The story of 

Jesus’ birth was not what anyone expected: a baby …born in the deep throws of Roman occupation… to save us from sins that no 

one thought we needed saving from.  This Christmas, we will unpack the improbability of the Christmas story and what makes it so 

remarkable and yet so necessary  
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Prayer for Advent  
by the Rev. Jerry Chism 

 
Oh Immanuel, God with us, truly in this Advent season we celebrate that you are not hidden in some faraway cloud, but you 
chose to be with us in the blur and mystery of our lives. 
In the midst of lists and rush, you are with us as a song that echoes in our 
minds, as the light of a candle, as a card from a friend. They are signs of your 
presence. 
We turn to you this season and pray that you would birth joy and healing, 
blessing and hope in us. 
Let something wonderful begin in us — something surprising and holy. 
May your hand be upon us. Let your love fill us. Let your joy overwhelm us. 
Let our longing for you be met on a coming holy night. Immanuel with us 
once again. 
Amen. 
Produced by United Methodist Communications in Nashville, TN.  

You are cordially invited to the 3rd Annual “A Miracle Christmas” at Miracle Toyota 
in Haines City on Saturday, December 19, 2020 from our 6pm - 8pm.  This event is 

hosted by Unity in the Community of Northeast Polk County for which New Horizon 
Church is a member.  We will be giving the impoverished people of Haines City/

Davenport free bicycles or gift cards, and toys.  Guests will also see Guest appearance 
from Santa and his elves as well as enjoy cookies and hot chocolate.  To be eligible for 

the gift cards, you have to have proof of I.D. and income-based benefits such as Medi-
care, EBT, SNAP, or proof of reduction in income due to COVID-19. Packets for gift 
cards are available in the New Horizon Church. Please share this info with your 

friends and family or anyone who you know may need assistance this Christmas sea-
son.  If you have any questions, please call the church office at 863-422-1290. 
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East Central District Lay Servant Ministries 
 
 
We are excited to announce there is a Lay Servant Training planned via ZOOM in 2021. This will be a 
first for us! This will be a FREE event. Everyone will be responsible to purchase their own book. We 
will meet together and then we will split into our class. Both classes will be taught in English. You will 
need to attend the entire schedule below. Certification requires ten hours of class time. 

 
 
 

Schedule: 
Friday, January 29, 2021 6:00pm - 8:00pm 
Saturday, January 30, 2021 9:00am - 1:00pm 
Friday, February 5, 2021 6:00pm - 8:00pm 
Saturday, February 6, 2021 9:00am - 1:00pm 
The Basic LSM course is required before taking an advanced course. 

Basic LSM will be taught by Lynn Campbell and Randy Nunley. Discover the many ways lay servants are called to be in min-
istry through leading, teaching, serving, proclaiming the gospel, disciple-making, storytelling, and spiritual growth. 

 
Advanced LSM will be taught by Jim Boesch. Discover Your Servant Profile this Spiritual Gifts, Personal Style and Minis-

try Passion Assessment course is designed to get the right people, in the right places, for the right reasons, at the right 
time in our local churches to help maximize their kingdom-building and serving potential. 

 

  

Basic LSM book 

SKU: 9780881776263 

$8.49 at Cokesbury 

Advanced LSM book 

     SKU: 9780310257950 

     $8.99 at Cokesbury 

Classes are limited to the first 30 people registered for each class. 

Books may be purchased at www.cokesbury.com.  

Questions? Contact Randy Nunley rbnscouter@gmail.com 407-595-2648 or Jim Boesch jimboesch68@gmail.com 
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Please join Pastor Frank and other followers of Christ as we study 

Andy Stanley’s Bible Study booklet and video, called “Who 

Needs Christmas”.  In this four-week study, we will look at new 

ways for us to understand the importance of Jesus’ birth, life, 

ministry, death, and resurrection as we discover multiple ways in 

which we all need Christmas this year! 

Bible Study 

Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 
sacrifices are pleasing to God. — Heb. 13:16 

The Leadership Team of New Horizon Church would like to thank the members 
of our church for their faithful and generous giving to family and persons in 
need in the months of November and December.  In the month of November, we 
have been able to supply 425 turkeys and fresh vegetables to the people of 
Haines City and Davenport through our Emmanuelle’s Feast and Farmers Mar-
ket.  In addition, we have been able to serve food to 156 impoverished families 
with our mobile operations of A House Blest due to COVID-19.  Remember, A 
House Blest offers food to all needy people on the first and third Fridays of eve-
ry month.  While we have reduced the number of days, we offer food, we do so 
in conjunction with Trinity Worship Center who operates a mobile food pantry on second and fourth Wednesday of every Month.  In 
this way, a resident of Haines City or Davenport can find food for their family each and every week.  Additionally, we were able to 
financially support one of our own church families with over $2,400 in financial resources to help a family of six make it through the 
holidays. 
 
Likewise, your generosity continued as you gave monies to assist at-risk and impoverished children this Christmas.  Thanks to your 
faithful contributions, we have been able to assist over 72 children and families.  We have received over 600 pounds of dry goods for 
A House Blest and we have received over $500 in donations to help purchase can goods and other needed items for this very im-
portant ministry. We have partnered with Community of Faith UMC to assist A House Blest with food, volunteers, and future contri-
butions.  Additionally, we have also helped another member and her family who belong to our church family who have been impact-
ed by COVID-19 through the gifting of $2,600 in food and financial resources.  In addition, we have purchased 5 bicycles for poor 
residents with children and will help pass out 50 bicycles, toys, and up to $12,000 in gift cards for people living at or no greater than 
200% of the poverty level at the Miracle Christmas event on Saturday, December 19, 2020.  This blessing was made possible by our 
partnership with Unity in the Community, Agricultural and Labor Program, Inc, and Toys for Tots.  At the end of the month, we will 
be serving food to the people of our community who need a meal and visiting our shut-in with car parades in hopes of spreading a 
little more Christmas cheer.  
   
This may be the strangest Christmas on record, but it has also been the most gracious Christmas I have been a part of over my five-
year pastorate.  Once again, I am so thankful for you and everyone at New Horizon Church and I look forward to doing more good, 
sharing and sacrificing what we have so that God may be glorified. 
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 New Horizon Church  -  A United Methodist Congregation  
400 Orchid Drive 
Haines City, Florida  33844 
Phone: 863-422-1290 
Email Editor: jsum@tampabay.rr.com 

In the District 
Greetings from the District Superintendent 
The Message of Advent in these Tough Times 
 
First, the message of Advent brings encouragement in our tough times.   
The Psalmist writes, “The Lord is near to those who are discouraged” (34:18). The author of John’s Gos-
pel says that the Spirit of Christ has entered into our human experience (1:14).  God’s ultimate way of 
encouraging us is to say, “I am with you always.” 
God never leaves us. God encourages us in difficult and disappointing times by reminding us that we nev-
er go through anything alone. God is always with us, and it is in the darkest part of the night that God’s 
light shines the brightest.  
 Second, the message of Advent strengthens us in our tough times.  
“I can do all things through him who strengthens me,” writes Paul (Philippians 4:13). The Message trans-
lation interprets that verse this way: “Whatever I have, wherever I am, I can make it through anything in 
the One who makes me who I am.” 
Perhaps you’ve been in a time in life when you didn’t know how you would get through the tough experi-
ence that you were facing. I’ve been there. There was a point at which I had some Sundays in the local 
church I was serving when I didn’t know how I’d be able to navigate the day, much less get up and 
preach to a crowd of people.    
There are times when the Spirit of Christ will bring us strength beyond ourselves to get us through what 
we know we couldn’t get through on our own. 
 Third, the message of Advent will transform us in our tough times. 
God’s intent through Christ is to change us – to transform us. God’s intent is to move within us in ways 
that enable us to learn new attitudes, to focus on new thoughts, to gain new approaches to life, to make 
new choices. God’s intent is not just to keep us going in the darkness, but to move with us through it with 
the guidance of the light of Christ.    
 The season of Advent is a great time to wrestle with the question of how we are responding to the 
choice that God has placed before us.  Will we choose to live in the light? Will we choose to allow God to 
light the darkness that at times might overwhelm us? Will we choose the encouragement, the strength, the 
transformation that God offers to us through a relationship with Jesus Christ?  
We’re not talking here about religion. Religion is a system of beliefs, a structure, a set of dogmatics. 
We’re not talking about rules and ritual and tradition. We’re talking about a relationship with the person 
who made us – a relationship with the God of the Universe who entered into the world as a human being.  
That’s what this season is all about.  
Grace and Peace, 

 

Dr. Bob Bushong 

Bob Bushong 
District Superintendent 
East Central District 


