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Those Were The Days! 
 

But the people thirsted there for water; and the people 
complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring 
us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock 

with thirst?” — Exodus 17:3 
—————————————————————————— 
  
 Why do we insist on studying history? Perhaps we do 
so because the study of history promotes critical thinking and 
authentic awareness of our identity. It creates a shared cultural 
literacy or implies the struggle of responsible citizenship to our 
nation and the Kingdom of God. Indeed, one of the most im-
portant reasons is that history continues to matter to God and us 
individually and collectively. 
 In the book of Exodus, we discover an entire nation, 
thousands of people are living as slaves in Egypt. However, they 
are delivered from certain death and oppression when God 
makes a way for them through the Red Sea. God heard their 
cries and responded in love to their prayers and supplications. 
God makes miracles happen in their lives nearly every day. 
 Consequently, the writer tells us, the people forget 
about God's great rescue of their previously meaningless lives. 
In Exodus 14, we read of God's great act of providing a path to 
freedom for the Israelites as their enemies were chasing to en-
slave them again. Additionally, Exodus 15 tells of them dancing 
with excitement and gratitude before God. Every child of Israel 
praises before the Lord. 
 But within just a few verses, the miracle and admiration 
for God have worn off. The Israelites are thirsty, dehydrated, 
and seeking a water fountain, only to discover that the wilder-
ness's resources are sorely lacking. They feel hunger pangs and 
begin to reminisce about the meat pots and feasts back in Egypt. 
Their empty bellies cause them to have nostalgia about their 
slavery. Often, when the present looks problematic, we long for 
the days passed. 
 This is one of the tell-tell signs that you have begun to 
lose it: when you start to idealize your past, mostly when your 
history involved being oppressed by a tyrannical Egyptian Phar-
aoh: "In the good old days, when we spent all day making bricks 

and building pyramids, when we had no rights, and the Pharaoh 
occasionally killed our male children, those were the days!" 
 Enslavement means every day is the same. There is 
something comfortable about suffering because it is predictable. 
Freedom can be much more frantic and fanatical. Out here in the 
wilderness, when we have to depend on God, there is no predict-
ability when we are in uncharted territory. Often, we are en-
slaved to someone or something. We wake up every day, having 
to trust that God is going to lead us somewhere. Just like the 
Israelites, we, too, are suffering from a post miraculous disorder. 
 Considering the Israelites, trapped in rosy revisions of 
their past, they are blinded to the almost constant provision of 
God. They are numbed to the now, trapped in the spiritual lands 
of Massah (which means "test) and Meribah (which means to 
"find fault"). They wander in their whining, and it should be no 
surprise that they "remain lost" for forty years. When we live in 
the past, the present looks pitiful. When we live in the past, the 
present feels poorer than the richness of our youth. When we 
live in the past, we think we are not always getting what we de-
serve now. 
 Nostalgia never leads you forward because nostalgia 
casts an impossible standard — a candy-coated, much-improved 
rendering of what once was. Nostalgia is like Egypt, the second 
version, with warts and thorns removed. The present can never 
live up to the idealized past, leaving us stuck in the quicksand of 
our unrealistic memories, perpetually ungrateful for the place we 
now find ourselves.  
 I know many of us just want to go back to the way 
church used to be.  Whether it is holding on to the church before 
this pandemic or our youth (which ceased to exist many years 
ago), some wish for such continued familiarity.  Some cling to a 
season of our own lives in which things were better than they are 
now, but nostalgia quietly steals our joy. It makes us indifferent 
to the flowing streams of living water God has provided here in 
the wilderness. 
 Repeatedly, over the last several months, I have heard, 
"we are living in a new normal." Our present is unlike our past, 
but our future is as glorious as forever promised by God. Inter-
estingly, Scripture tells us this generation of exodus wanderers 
never make it to the promised land, perhaps because their nostal-
gia would not let them reach it. I believe history is a great teach-
er. The Holy Scriptures tell us during these uncertain times that 
liberation and hope lie in wait for those who can stop pretending 
that the past was perfect and who can walk in faith toward God's 
future. Paul asserted it when he said, "For whatever was written 
in former days was written for our instruction, that through en-
durance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we 
might have hope" (Rom. 15:4). So, how could the church be 
different if we could move forward together? How could we 
transform this world by understanding our past, living fully in 
our present, and keeping the hope of Christ in us as we move 
into this new future God has set before us? We can begin by 
embracing our mission as disciples of Jesus Christ and our sanc-
tification as children of God maturing in the faith through the 
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power of the Spirit by voting our beliefs on November 3, 2020. 
Bishop Carter talks about this in the last article of this newsletter. 
However, what I am saying is not about politics — it is about 
God's love in the here and now for all. Historically, we know we 
have no right to complain if we do not make every effort to be 
the change we want to see in the world. We were made in God's 

image, and therefore we care about what God cares about. We 
recognize our call to discipleship includes making God's mercy 
and justice real in this world. And as Christians, we do every-
thing for God's glory alone like Jesus Christ, our Lord! Thanks 
be to God. — Pastor Frank  

A Stitch In Time Saves Nine 

Pastor Frank asked me how I've been coping with the isolation 
and separation of this COVID-19 Pandemic. My answer was 
quick and easy, Charity sewing. 

  When this all started, like most sewers, I made masks until I 
ran out of elastic. But I also belong to the Crossroads Stitchers, 
a member of the Florida Sewing Sew-ciety. We have several 
charity projects which we each work on independently. I can't 
begin to tell you how many bobbins I have wound and how 

many spools of thread I have emptied. 

   I made pillowcases for "Ryan's Cases for Smiles." The Orlan-
do chapter needs 700 cases each month. I made tote bags for 
"Heartland for Children" They are the group that rescues chil-
dren in need of immediate foster care. I made "doggie beds" for 
the Humane Society of Polk County with scraps from these 
projects. 

   I think the most heartening story is "Hearts of Love."  These 
fabric hearts are used in Premie Nurseries to transfer the moth-
er to baby scent and vice versa. The baby is calmed, and the 
mother benefits in her efforts of lactation. Who would have 
thought? 

   Once a month, I don my mask and meet with someone from 
my core group to exchange the fruits of my labor for more sup-
plies. Then I  start all over again. 

   So the answer pastor Frank's question, "How am I doing?" I 
am fine and keeping busy sewing. Now I think my sewing ma-
chine might do with another good cleaning and maybe even a 
professional tune-up. 

   So God bless you all, and most of all, stay safe. — Ruth Hal-
ter 

Planning for a Joyful Noise 

In these interesting times, the New Horizon Leadership team is looking 
to continually improve our worship services for both our traditional and 
contemporary, offerings at 9am and 11:30am worship services.  If you 
are interested in helping improve services, make our worship more dy-
namic, and authentic for the community of believers in this church on a 
monthly basis, then, please join Pastor Frank for our worship planning 
session beginning on Wednesday,  November 4th, at 6pm.  We look 
forward to working with you as we seek to share the gifts God has given 
to us with in-person worshippers and worshippers online. 

“My mouth is filled with your praise, 

and with your glory all the day.” Psalm 71: 8 
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Awakening Contemporary Worship will be relaunched on  
Sunday, November 22, 2020 

 
Due to the Coronavirus pandemic, we have discovered a need to relaunch our Con-
temporary Worship Service with hopes of offering a worship that would attract 
more married couples and families ranging from 40 years of age or older with chil-
dren either with in-person or virtual worship.  With that in mind, we seek to restart 
our Contemporary Worship service again on November 22, 2020 which is just be-
fore Thanksgiving.  Please tell your friends and family to come join us for this rein-
vigorated worship experience.  If you would like to work with Pastor Frank on this 
service, please plan to attend and be apart of the worship planning team which will 
begin on November 4th at 6:00pm. 

BELIEVE IT OR NOT….IT’S EMMANUEL’S FEAST 
TIME AGAIN 

 
All,  
The end of the year is quickly approaching and NHC is normally busy 
helping the people in our community get through the tough holiday 
season.  This year is not exception!  We will be participating with the 
Unity in the Community Organization again this year to pass out tur-
keys (Emmanuel’s Feast) as well as provide fresh vegetables and other 
food items. However, due to COVID-19, we usually start raising funds 
for this ministry in late August.  This year, we will only have three 
weeks to raise monies in time for the event on Saturday, November 21, 
2020.  Each turkey costs nearly $9 so if you want to help a family or 
families, please plan accordingly.  Please make your check or contri-
bution to New Horizon Church and place on the memo line, 

“Emmanuel’s Feast or Turkey giveaway”. This mercy ministry has been greatly appreciated by our community for over 7 years 
and this year may be the most meaningful of all. Thanks in advance for your consideration and generous support.  Deadline is 
Sunday, November 14, 2020.  

Youth Meeting In-Person but Outside! 

 
On Sunday, September 20, 2020, our Youth group, which was meeting via 
ZOOM during the beginning of the COVID-19 crises, has begun to meet in per-
son outside of the church on Sundays from 5 - 6pm.  Please let your children, 
relatives, and friends to join us for faith, fun, and fellowship each Sunday in the 
front of the building.  Please have your children bring a soft chair, water, and 
sunscreen.  Depending on the pandemic, we are planning to meet inside the 
church starting at the middle to end of October inside the church facility.  We 
hope you can join Ms. Tiara and the rest of our students very soon.  We look 
forward to sharing the good news of Jesus Christ to the next generation of serv-
ants of the Lord. 
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When will we be back to normal???? I believe we all are looking to 

that in some form or another as do your United Methodist Women 

here at New Horizon.   

Our Unit is participating in UMW Faith Talks Pod Casts most re-

cently a continuation of Just Energy for All caring for God’s creation 

and looking for cleaner and less harmful energy.  Voting and Voter 

Suppression, as well as Census 2020.  Often time’s people feel their 

vote does not count or responding to the Census is a waste of time 

never realizing that your vote is your voice.  On September 11th & 

12th one of our Members participated via ZOOM in the first ever 

virtual Fl. Conf. UMW Spiritual Enrichment Retreat and the theme was “Moving Forward by Faith.”  Our host was Shelley Da-

vidson, Fl Conf UMW Vice President and guest speaker for all four workshop sessions was Rev. Monique McBride an ordained 

Deacon in the UMC currently serving as Pastor of Schools and Families at Christ Church in Fort Lauderdale, Fl. 

We have not been together as a Unit since March 9th but many of our women have made phone calls, checked up on each other, 

sent cards and notes of encouragement. We look forward to hopefully begin meeting in November.  Our UMW Program Booklet 

for 2020-2021 is titled Knitted Together for God’s Good Work and from the introduction it reads “In spite of things that may try 

to separate us such as a health crisis, political differences, worship styles, theological differences or even simple misunderstand-

ings, Jesus calls us to be knit together as disciples.”    

 

Blessing to all from your United Methodist Women, stay safe. 

Please contact Doris Faillace in the church office to volunteer to bring treats for attendees to be distributed from the rear of your 
vehicle.  She can be reached at 863-422-1290. 
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When the prophet Nathan spoke to David about his 
adultery, he used an illustration concerning a poor 
man who had only one... 
A. Calf 
B. Ewe 
C. Goat 
D. Pig  

BIBLE QUIZ 
How much do you know about the Bible? 
This week's question... 

 New Horizon Church                                                                                                    

SAY AMEN, AND AMEN AGAIN! 
 
I would like to thank Charles Jones for these 
little gems of comic relief that he sends into the 
Church and staff lives each week.  Laughter is 
God’s hand on a troubled world, so please en-
joy! 
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Continued on next page 

COVID-19 Updated Guidance from the Florida Conference 
 
 
Date September 8, 2020 
Subject: COVID-19 Updated Guidance from the Florida 
Conference  
  
Dear Florida Conference Clergy and Laity: 
 
Some of you have asked about Friday’s executive order from 
Governor Ron DeSantis and whether it has any impact on our 
FLUMC COVID-19 guidance for in-person activi-
ties.  Conference leaders have read the executive order. Our cur-
rent FLUMC COVID-19 guidance has not changed. The focus of 
the executive order is on restaurant capacity and local govern-
ment restrictions and fines.  
Please read our latest guidance from September 8th in its entire-
ty which is below for your convenience. 
 
We continue to pray for you and your communities as we enter 
the sixth month since we began actively giving guidance to our 
churches regarding the COVID-19 virus. We pray especially for 
the over 637,000 persons in Florida who have experienced the 
COVID-19 virus and the 11,800 persons who have died. 
  
We know this has been a very difficult season for you to navigate 
as clergy and lay leaders. All of us have had to adapt to this ever-
changing reality and learn new ways of doing life and ministry 
together as a church. We have watched as you have perse-
vered. We applaud your resilience and creativity. 
  
Our consistent guidance has been grounded in Matthew 22, the 
healing ministry of Jesus and the Lord’s commandment to love 
our neighbor. In a global health crisis, we do this by maintaining 
a social distance, and by honoring many of our older and more 
vulnerable members. 
  
As we continue this journey together, Bishop Carter and the Cab-
inet, with guidance from other conference leaders and medical 
professionals, reaffirm that our COVID-19 safety protocols re-
main in place.  Our COVID-19 safety protocols and guidelines 
are connected to the ongoing guidance and recommendations 
from the Florida Department of Health and the Centers for Dis-
ease Control. 
  
Specifically, we want to remind you of some key parts of our 
ongoing guidance: 
1. At all times persons must maintain at least six feet of dis-

tance between family groups. 
2. Masks or cloth face coverings are required when any group 

gathers (except for children under the age of 2). 

3. Monitor your symptoms. Stay home if you are sick or dis-
playing COVID-19 symptoms. Those who have tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 or have been in close contact with some-
one who has tested positive should adhere to the CDC guide-
lines for isolation and quarantine.  

4. All inside activities must be in well ventilated spaces that 
allow for persons to maintain at least six feet of distance 
between family groups. Outside activities are preferred over 
inside activities. See the bottom of this email for additional 
notes from one of the infectious disease experts who has 
consulted with us.  

  
We ask that you please continue to offer on-line worship and 
virtual ministry opportunities. It is important that opportunities 
are readily available for people in your church who are not ready 
to return to your campus. Persons in vulnerable populations or 
with underlying health conditions as defined by the CDC should 
be encouraged to stay home. 
  
Decisions about in-person activities will vary according to your 
church context. We understand there is not a "one-size-fits-all" 
approach for every church around the conference. Contexts are 
different as cases rise at different rates. At all times churches 
should carefully follow the guidance of your city and county 
officials. Any decision to resume in-person activities should 
be affirmed by the pastor in consultation with a team of lead-
ers and should be communicated to your District Superinten-
dent. We know many of you have already communicated to your 
District offices your fall plans to offer a variety of hybrid models 
that include continued virtual ministry, outside experiences, 
along with limited in-person activities according to the safety 
protocols. 
  
Our conference team encourages you to review the other guid-
ance and recommendations found in the FAQ section of our 
COVID-19 website. This includes our guidance and recommen-
dation around singing, schools and other activities. All of our 
previous updates and resources are found on our COVID-19 
website. If you have questions, please reach out to your District 
Superintendent or contact the Episcopal Office at 
ashanks@flumc.org. 
  
As we enter this fall and winter season, we commit to continuing 
to offer guidance and resources to you. Most of all we commit to 
praying with and for you in this time. 
  
The Peace of the Lord, 
Bishop Ken Carter and The Cabinet of The Florida Annual Con-
ference 
  
Additional Notes regarding COVID-19 from one of the infec-
tious disease experts who has consulted with us: 

https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2020/EO_20-244.pdf
https://www.flumc.org/covid-19-updated-guidance-from-the-florida-conference
https://www.flumc.org/in-person-worship-optional-after-june-15th
https://www.flumc.org/files/content/relaunch+guidelines+-+5-27-20.pdf
https://floridahealthcovid19.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/community-based.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/community-based.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fif-you-are-sick%2Fquarantine-isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fif-you-are-sick%2Fquarantine-isolation.html
https://www.flumc.org/covid-19-virus-update
https://www.flumc.org/florida-conference-covid-19-updates
https://www.flumc.org/covid-19-virus-update
https://www.flumc.org/covid-19-virus-update
mailto:ashanks@flumc.org
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One of the infectious disease experts we have consulted with 
continues to emphasize that large gatherings in closed indoor 
spaces are very dangerous, especially if there are persons present 
who are early in the infection timeline. During this time, anyone 
has the potential of being a super spreader. Super spreaders can 
produce more infectious aerosol when speaking and breathing 
and even more so when singing. 
  
One way to mitigate these concerns for those persons planning 
to attend an in-person event is to more closely monitor their 
symptoms by performing daily temperature checks at home. If 
someone’s temperature increases 1.8 degrees Fahrenheit or more 
above their normal temperature, the person should not attend the 
gathering. Persons with such temperature change should consid-
er getting a COVID-19 RTPCR test or antigen test if available 
and as advised by their local health department or personal phy-
sician.  
  
Finally, our expert, along with the CDC (Flu FAQ), believes it is 

very important to get the flu vaccine this year in order to protect 
yourself and the people around you from the flu and to help re-
duce the strain on healthcare systems responding to the COVID-
19 pandemic. A coinfection of COVID-19 and the flu could be 
devastating.  
 
Due to this global pandemic, you may not remember that we 
have a great mercy ministry called “Hope in the Park” Dinner 

Gathering at Lake Eva Park which began on May 19, 2019.  At 
this dinner gathering, we offered unchurched, seekers, or anyone 
interested in an opportunity to experience fellowship, a free meal 
including dessert, a short story about Jesus Christ, and loving 
prayer to join us for an hour each Thursday.  Since Haines City 
Parks and Recreation suspended their park operations, we have 
not hosted this weekly gathering. However, we would like to 
restart this vital ministry to our community again.  With unem-
ployment and so much uncertainty, we feel there will be a great-
er need for not only God but for active participation in the com-
munity of believers. But we need more volunteers to cook food, 
serve the food, to engage and interact with participants, and/or 
people to contribute monthly to this mission and ministry. It 
costs us about $850 per month to help the least, lost and the 
lonely where we were reaching nearly 50 people each Thursday 
here in the Haines City area.  Specifically, we need another lead-
er to help Mary Downing 
move this ministry into 
its present and future.  
Would you prayerfully 
consider joining our Din-
ner Church team?  We 
are looking to have 
enough volunteers so 
everyone can serve at 
their leisure but not be 
required to work every 
week into perpetuity. We thank you in advance for your consid-
eration.  For more details, please contact Mary Downing.   
 
 

 

Join the Movement to End Hunger: From 
Food Apartheid to Food Sovereignty 

 

Please visit the FL Conference Facebook page or our 
www.FilltheTableflorida.org website and see the registration 
pop up (or click on New & Updates) for information on the up-
coming Conference Join the Movement to End Hunger: 
From Food Apartheid to Food Sovereignty.  The inaugural 
event was Thursday, Oct. 1 with subsequent trainings offered 
each Thursday evening throughout the month of October.  You 
can also find it listed on the Fill the Table Facebook page.  
 

Fill the Table/FL Conference of The UMC is a partner of this 
event, and Rev. Clarke Campbell-Evans and Rev. Dr. Sharon 
Austin have been working with the planning 
team.  Connectional and Justice Ministries also made a financial 
contribution on behalf of the black church and other people of 
color ministries. Rev. Dr. Austin wants to personally extend an 
invitation to everyone while registration is still available.   

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/season/faq-flu-season-2020-2021.htm
http://www.fillthetableflorida.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fillthetable
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OCTBER 2020 
 

DAILY DEVOTION GUIDE 
Seek the Lord daily and be blessed 

by blessing others  

1 Psalm 1:1 - 3 
 Be Prosperous 
 
2 Luke 6:44 
 Good Fruit 
 
3 Galatians 5:22, 23 
 Enjoy these fruits & share them 
 
4 Ruth 2:12 
 A full reward 
 
5 Isaiah 62:11 
 Salvation is the reward 
 
6 Jeremiah 31:16 
 Be rewarded 
 
7 2 Samuel 22:21, 25 
 A Testimony 
 
8 Proverbs 13:21 
 Good rewarded 
 
9 Isaiah 35:4 
 God rewards 
 
10 Psalm 58:11 
 Righteous rewarded 
 
11 Job 34:11 
 Your work? 
 
12 Proverbs 4:7 
 Obey! 
 
13 Proverbs 2:3 
 Both wisdom & understanding are needed 
 
14 Proverbs 2:6 - 9 
 His Promise of wisdom 
 
15 Psalm 143:8 
 Meditate on this verse 
 
16 Psalm 91:1 - 2 
 Sing praises all the time 
 
17 Psalm 5:3 

 Pray in the morning 
 
18 Psalm 63:1 
 Be thirsty for the Lord 
 
19 Psalm 37:6 
 Claim your reward 
 
20 Proverbs 4:18 
 Walk in the Light 
 
21 Philippians 4:13 
 Be strengthened 
 
22 Isaiah 55:2 
 Be richly satisfied 
 
 
23 Philippians 1:11 
 Be continuously filled 
 
24 John 15:4, 8 
 Abide in Him & Be Fruitful 
 
25 John 15:2b 
 Allow His pruning 
 
26 Colossians 1:11 
 Be fruitful in good works 
 
27 1 Corinthians 13:13; 1 Thessalonians 1:3 
 Fulfill your Work, Labor, Patience 
 
28 Proverbs 22:19 
 Listen & Obey 
 
29 Psalm 37:29 
 Claim! 
 
30 Psalm 119:30 - 32 
 Make these verses your testimony 
 
31 Luke 13:6 - 9 
 Allow the Master Gardener to prepare 
 you for much fruit bearing 

Compiled by Rev. Ron Lacey 

 New Horizon Church                                                                                                    
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NOVEMBER 2020 
 

DAILY DEVOTION GUIDE 
Give thanks & Praise the Lord Daily 

1 Genesis 8:22 
 Give thanks for seed 
 
2 Ecclesiastes 11:6 
 Give thanks for harvest 
 
3 Matthew 20:1 – 16 
 Give thanks for laborers 
 
4 Isaiah 30:19 – 20 
 Give thanks for God’s provision 
 
5 Malachi 3:8 – 12 
 Give thanks for God’s blessings 
 
6 Ecclesiastes 2:26; Luke 6:38 
 Give thanks for generosity 
 
7 1 Thessalonians 5:18 
 Practice 
 
8 Philippians 4:6 
 Pray with thanksgiving 
 
9 Nehemiah 12:43 
 Sing a song of thanksgiving 
 
10 Psalm 92:1 
 Practice 
 
11 2 Corinthians 2:14 
 Give thanks for victory 
 
12 Psalm 140:12, 13 
 Give thanks for His Presence 
 
13 Daniel 6:10 
 Be thankful in prayer 
 
14 Colossians 3:15 
 Practice 
 
15 Colossians 3:16 
 Sing to the Lord 
 
16 Psalm 118:1, 29 
 Practice 
 
17 Psalm 118:62 
 Can’t sleep?  Praise! 

 
18 2 Thessalonians 2:13 
 Give thanks for saved neighbors 
 
19 1 Thessalonians 5:12, 13 
 Give thanks for pastors 
 
20 1 Chronicles 25:6 
 Give thanks for musicians 
 
21 Nehemiah 12:27 
 Give thanks for singers 
 
22 Ephesians 5:1 – 4 
 Speak words of thanks 
 
 
23 2 Chronicles 29:31 
 Bring thank offerings 
 
24 Psalm 69:30 
 Practice 
 
25 Psalm 100:4 
 Practice 
 
26 Psalm 71 
 Magnify the Lord with thanksgiving 
 
27 Psalm 103:1 – 5 
 Meditate on God’s goodness 
 
28 Psalm 150 
 Give praises of thanksgiving 
 
29 Hebrews 13:13 – 15 
 Practice 
 
30 Revelation 4:10, 11 
 Join the heavenly choir in giving thanks 

Compiled by Rev. Ron Lacey 
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FLUMC Mindsets 
Take a moment to reflect on how 
well you embody the 5 mindsets. 
WE ARE: 
Future Focused - We prepare for 
God's future...now. 

Leaders who embrace this mindset are creative, visionary and 
committed to building a flourishing future. They draw upon the 
treasure and faithfulness of the past, while recognizing the dan-
ger of nostalgia, living sentimentally in the past. They have con-
fidence and hope in the future precisely because they know God 
has been with them. 
• Isaiah 49:19: I am about to do a new thing; now it springs 

forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wil-
derness and rivers in the desert. 

• Luke 17:21 For The Kingdom of God is already among you. 
• Resources: Appreciative Inquiry, Design Thinking, Bishop 

Carters Podcast, Book: Canoeing the Mountains by Tod 
Bolsinger 

• Anti-Mindset: Nostalgia 
“Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God.” -
Corrie ten Boom 
"The future is not something we enter. The future is something 
we create.” -Leonard Sweet 
 
Wesleyan Rooted - We embody a legacy of faith, grounded in 
grace and committed to action. 
Leaders who embrace this mindset are grounded in scripture, 
connectional in relationship, and missional in their approach to 
life. Their fundamental identity is in the grace of God. They are 
on a journey towards holiness, which is loving God in response 
to God’s gifts, and loving our neighbor through acts of compas-
sion and justice. 
• Ephesians 2:8-10: For by grace you have been saved 

through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God— not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For 
we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of 
life. 

• Resources: Quadrilateral, Book of Discipline, Recapturing 
the Wesleys Vision by Paul Chilcote 

• Anti-Mindset: Un-grounded 
“Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the 
ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, 
to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.” - John Wes-
ley 
"I look upon all the world as my parish” - John Wesley 
"The Wesleys tended to see matters of faith from a both/and 
point of view.” - Paul Chilcote 
 
Passionate About People - We desire to see every human being 
realize their fullest potential in Christ. 
Leaders who embrace this mindset see people as created in the 
image of God and affirm the dignity of all people, listening, lov-
ing, and joining them on their journey toward Jesus. They have 
the instinct to see beyond positions, challenges, and flaws to the 
deeper needs, desires and values that motivate each of us to find 
purpose, to feel valued and to be included. 
• John 13:34: And now I give you a new commandment: love 

one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one an-
other. 

• John 3:17: Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. 

• 1 Peter 3:8: Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympa-
thetic, love one another, be compassionate and humble 

• Resources: See All The People, Book: Love Does by Bob 
Goff 

• Anti-Mindset: Self-Centered 

“Though we cannot think alike may we not love alike?” - John 
Wesley 
“Every work of love done with a full heart brings people closer 
to God.”- Mother Teresa 
“Do not waste time bothering whether you “love” your neighbor; 
act as if you did.” - C.S. Lewis. 
 
Strengthened By Diversity - We celebrate the uniqueness of 
God’s creation by cultivating, not merely tolerating diversity. 
Leaders who embrace this mindset deeply value the perspectives 
of others, believing that when our communities have people of 
different backgrounds, cultures and ways of thinking, we have a 
stronger and more inclusive witness. We recognize racism, sex-
ism and any form of discrimination as sin. Unity is not depend-
ent on uniformity, but honors the unique gifts of each person 
created in God’s image. 
• Galatians 3:28: There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no 

longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for 
all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 

• Revelation 7:9-10: After this I looked, and behold, a great 
multitude that no one could number, from every nation, 
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with 
palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud 
voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, 
and to the Lamb! 

• Resources: Beloved Community, Book: Holding Up Your 
Corner by F Willis Johnson, Book: Anatomy of Peace by 
the Arbinger Institute 

• Anti-Mindset: Exclusivity 
“We all should know that diversity makes for a rich tapestry, and 
we must understand that all the threads of the tapestry are equal 
in value no matter what their color.”- Maya Angelou 
“It is never too late to give up your prejudices” - Henry David 
Thoreau 
“Isn't it amazing that we are all made in God's image, and yet 
there is so much diversity among his [God’s] people?”— 
Desmond Tutu 
 
Adaptive - We respond to change by identifying and seizing 
opportunities to thrive in a new or challenging environment. 
Leaders who embrace this mindset know that a changing context 
matters and adjust accordingly. They develop healthy personal 
lives and seek to lead with resilience. They recognize changing 
patterns of work, family and leisure. Adaptation, while retaining 
the core of the gospel, allows the church to survive and even 
flourish. 
• Joshua 1:9: Have I not commanded you? Be strong and cou-

rageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the 
LORD your God will be with you wherever you go. 

• Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart And do 
not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways 
acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight. 

• 1 Corinthians 9:19-20 “For though I am free from all, I have 
made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of them. 
To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To 
those under the law I became as one under the law (though 
not being myself under the law) that I might win those under 
the law. 

• Resources: Book: The Practice of Adaptive Leadership - 
Ronald Heifetz 

• Anti-Mindset: Stuck/Rigid 
“The measure of intelligence is the ability to change.” - Albert 
Einstein 
“Life requires of man [sic] spiritual elasticity, so that he [sic] 
may temper his efforts to the chances that are offered.” - Viktor 
E. Frankl 
"The art of life is a constant readjustment to our surroundings." -
Kakuzo Rokakaura 
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New Horizon Church  
Annual Charge Conference 

Saturday, October 17,2020 at 1pm 

 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
Dr. Bob Bushong, East Central District’s Superintendent, will 
preside at New Horizon UMC Annual Charge Conference on 
Saturday, October 17 at 1:00pm via Zoom.  COVID brings some 
changes to the normal Charge Conference routine. This is a 
Charge Conference which everyone is invited to attend. Annual-
ly, NHC’s Charge Conference means voting members include 
only those defined by BOD (Book of Discipline) P246.2, that is, 
all members of the Church Council (Leadership Team chaired by 
Ken Higgins) together with retired ordained ministers and retired 
diaconal ministers who elect to hold their membership in your 
Charge Conference.  We need all members and leaders who can 
participate to perform these two actions: 
 
Action #1:  Please start registering for our Charge Conference by 

clicking on this link to sign up. Click HERE . Registration 
needs to be complete by October 12, 2020. The East Central 
District of the Florida United Methodist will send the New 
Horizon church office a the list of who signed up the week 
before your Charge Conference.  Thereafter, we will send out 
a ZOOM invitation to the meeting to those signed up. 

 

Action #2:  Please plan to attend our Charge Conference Pre-
planning session.  We will review and conduct our local but 
unofficial voting pre-conference work, Q&A, and discernment 
on Saturday, October 10, 2020 at 10:00 - 11:00am via 
Zoom.  Please download the ZOOM app or to your computer 
and signup for ZOOM (it’s free).  At the bottom of this email 
is detail instructions how to download and use ZOOM.  Click 
on the link below to join the meeting on this Saturday morning 
at 10 am. 

 
Join Zoom Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83233216605  
 
  In addition,  all Lay Servants, Basic and Advanced, 
need to turn in their Annual Renewal form to Pastor Frank Ad-
ams by October 9, 2020 as well.  If you don’t have the technolo-
gy to use ZOOM, you are welcome to come to the church to par-
ticipate in the charge conference but we will need you to register 
 
 If you have any questions, please contact us at the church office. 

 New Horizon Church                                                                                                    

East Central District Lay Servant Ministries 

 
We are pleased to announce that we have a new Co-Director 
of ECD Lay Servant Ministries! Randy Nunley will be the Co
-Director with Jim Boesch who has been serving. Lynn 
Campbell will stay on as a Consultant and will continue to 
teach and lead! SAVE the DATE! Our LSM team is in the 
planning stages for 2021. Details will be out in November. 
 

If you had already registered and paid for an LSM weekend that was cancelled, Claudia 
will be contacting you soon. Questions? Contact Randy Nunley rbnscouter@gmail.com 
407-595-2648 or Jim Boesch jimboesch68@gmail.com 

 
Where? ZOOM 
When? January 29 & 30 6:00pm - 8:00pm and February 5 & 6 9:00am - 1:00pm 
What? Lay Servant Ministries' Basic Course facilitated by Lynn Campbell & Randy 
Nunley  
 
 Discover Your Servant Profile facilitated by Jim Boesch 

 
 

Jim 
Boesch 

Randy 
Nunley 

 

https://www.flumc.org/eventdetail/14239229?month=10&year=2020&day=1&display=m
mailto:rbnscouter@gmail.com
mailto:jimboesch68@gmail.com


12 

 

 New Horizon Church                                                                                                    

 

Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) Training 
Thursday, December 10 7:00pm via ZOOM 

 
The Annual East Central District Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) training event 
will provide you with the effective tools needed in your responsibilities. Dr. Bob Bushong our 
District Superintendent will facilitate.  
 
Cokesbury offers guidelines for leading your congregation. Click HERE to see the various 
committee specific resources.  
 
Pastors, SPRC Chairpersons and Committee Members, and Lay Leaders are encouraged to 
attend this important training event. Invite those who will be joining the team on January 1, 
2021. Click HERE to register.  

 

Fill the Table is an initiative of The Florida Conference of 
the United Methodist Church. © 2020 

Fighting Food Insecurity  in Florida 
 
Fill the Table is an initiative launched in July 2020 by The Flori-
da Conference of the United Methodist Church. Through a net-
work of statewide partnerships and collaboration, our goal is to 
feed 3 million Floridians by September 2021. A House Blest has 
joined the Florida UMC as we #FillTheTable to fight food 
insecurity through a lens of justice and mercy. 

 

 
 

"You Give Them Something to Eat” 
 
Mark 6:30-44 

God’s economy doesn’t operate out of a spirit of fear and scarci-
ty but one of gratitude and abundance. 
 
 
Feeding the 5,000 is the “go-to” text when it comes to entertain-
ing thoughts on God’s divine economy. It’s all there in the story: 
scarcity, concern, fear, empathy, desire, hopelessness, hope, 

call, action, resources and abundance. God’s economy doesn’t 
operate out of a spirit of fear and scarcity but one of gratitude 
and abundance. On the side of a hill long ago, Jesus turned his 
attention toward the need of the community that followed him. 
He didn’t know who they all were or whether they had means or 
not. Jesus saw the need and desired to fill it. So, he turned to the 
best resource available to him, the disciples. 
  
At the heart of the passage we find this command, “You give 
them something to eat.” While many would think that the mira-
cle of the story was in Jesus’ prayer and the transformation of a 
few things into many, the actual miracle was the response of the 
disciples and those who ate that day. God is the God of abun-
dance. God has provided us with enough. Together, we are the 
resource God has provided through the church to fill the need. 
The miracle on that day long ago was that the disciples respond-
ed to the call and people shared. 
  
Today, we hear the same invitation. “You  
give them something to eat.” There is an abundance of food and 
resources to feed the mouths of every person in our communities 
and world. The resources, and the ability to distribute those re-
sources, are available to us. In this season of COVID-19, rapid 
economic change, and physical distancing and isolation, many 
are experiencing hunger and poverty for the first time. With more 
than 700 churches in the Florida Annual Conference of the Unit-
ed Methodist Church and over 144,000 active disciples of Jesus, 
we can make a huge impact in providing food and reducing hun-
ger. The need is great, and our vision is that every church in the 
Florida Conference would be involved. 

https://www.cokesbury.com/guidelines-for-leading-your-congregation?pagenumber=1
https://florida-reg.brtapp.com/EastCentralDistrictStaffParishRelationsCommitteeSPRCTraining
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 ELECTION 2020 
Loving God, Loving Our Neighbor and Ren-

dering to Caesar 
Reading Matthew 22 in an Election Year 

 
 
Over the next two Sundays, the gospel passages in the Common 
Lectionary are Matthew 22:15-22 and Matthew 22:34-46. The 
first passage is the question of Jesus about paying taxes to the 
emperor. The second passage is the question of Jesus about the 
greatest commandment in the law. In between is a question 
about who will be married to whom, in the event of multiple 
marriages, in the life to come.  
 
This fall I have hosted an online Bible Study each Wednesday 
Night, for people across the Florida Conference and beyond. 
We have been blessed with hundreds of participants each meet-
ing and thousands of viewers. I have been in two conversations 
about these gospel passages, with Rev. Ginger Gaines-Cirelli of 
Foundry UMC in Washington, D.C., and Dean Greg Jones of 
Duke Divinity School. 
  
In preparation for these conversations, and as I have studied 
these two teachings of Jesus, I have become convicted that the 
passages need to speak to each other. It is not accidental that 
Matthew places them in proximity to each other. What if our 
learning, in an election year, is that we are called to integrate 
our spiritual and civic lives, to love God, to love our neigh-
bor and to render to Caesar as disciples of Jesus?  
  
What would this look like? 
  
First, it might mean that disciples of Jesus participate in political 
processes seeking to do justice, love mercy and walk humbly 
with God (Micah 6:8). We do the work of Jesus in the way of 
Jesus. And we vote for policies that help us to take steps toward 
the kingdom of heaven on earth, for which we pray each week 
in the prayer Jesus taught us (Matthew 6), and about which we 
shall be accountable in the last judgment (Matthew 25). 
Second, we do not show partiality or favoritism (Matthew 
22:16). This is why the democratic process is so important. It 
values each person’s dignity and understands that all are created 
in God’s image (Genesis 1). John Wesley, therefore, supported 
those processes in which as many as possible were involved for 
the common good of all. For this reason, United Methodist 
Bishops in the United States have called for a renewed access 
to the voting rights for all in free and fair elections, and for the 
orderly transition of power. Our Antiracism Task Force has also 
provided resources that communicate the importance of access 
to the vote. 

  
Third, we see each other as neighbors and not as political ene-
mies. We are increasingly aware of the polarizing intent of so-
cial media platforms for economic gain, inciting fear, anxiety 
and violence. We are also aware of the danger of misinfor-
mation. Al Tompkins of the Poynter Institute, a United Method-
ist, has provided this resource that can help us navigate the 
truthfulness of the media that we consume. We are disciples of 
one Lord, Jesus Christ and citizens of one nation, the United 
States of America. 
  

Fourth, we are living in the midst of multiple pandemics—
COVID-19, in which more than 15,000 souls have died in Flori-
da; the public experience of several murders of black persons 
and the rise of white supremacy; the economic dislocation of 
many, especially in industries that are important to Florida’s 
way of life; and emerging mental health challenges (Anti-
Racism Task Force and Clergy Care Initiative). 
  
How do we respond? 
  
We love God. We love God as we study the scriptures, offer 
praise to God, confess our sins, return thanks for our blessings, 
and walk humbly.  
  
We love our neighbor. We cannot love God whom we have 
never seen if we do not love our neighbor whom we have seen (I 
John 4). Love of neighbor is sharing out of our sufficiency with 
those who have less. Love of neighbor is allowing the other 
person to tell the story of their own suffering and trauma. Love 
of neighbor means pursuing justice, as persons are harmed by 
systems and structures.  
  
Love of God and neighbor is the very definition of personal 
and social holiness for a United Methodist. John Wesley stated 
this clearly in "A Plain Account of Christian Perfection." 
  
Lastly, we render to Caesar. We are citizens of heaven 
(Philippians 3), but we live now upon this earth. The incarnation 
(John 1) was God’s way of saying that what happens on earth is 
important. The question of Jesus about the coin (Matthew 22. 
15) was of course a trap, and we are sometimes caught in traps. 
Had Jesus said “pay the tax,” he would have offended the zeal-
ots. Had he said, “do not pay the tax,” he would have offended 
the empire. He asked a question: “whose face is on the coin?” 
There is place for participation in civic life, but this is within the 
larger purposes of allegiance to God. 
  
I invite you to read Matthew 22, verses 15-22 and 34-40 with 
me. When we listen to Jesus, we see our neighbor not as a politi-
cal enemy, but as a fellow citizen of the kingdom of heaven. I 
hope all United Methodists in Florida will vote in the elections, 
and that all United Methodists will strengthen the democratic 
processes that help all to flourish on this peninsula. And I hope 
we do all of this as an expression of our love for God and our 
neighbor. My hope is that we will become more like Jesus 
Christ, and that our state and our nation will reflect more of the 
kingdom of heaven. 
  
Love God, love your neighbor, render 
to Caesar.  
  
Will you join me in this holy work of 
discipleship? 
The Peace of the Lord, 
+Ken Carter 
Resident Bishop, Florida Conference 
The United Methodist Church 

https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!Kir16Yn8HwR5JIkzbp66hflPtS4jHpu1ReyTLWo01RANCxx4hHZoQ+we+sHP29Jpw
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!Kir16Yn8HwR5JIkzbp66hflPtS4jHpu1ReyTLWo01RANCxx4hHZoQ+we+sHP29Jpw
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!AylTnyI4sv1aDrspdg0JKjWi6kqkxUa4NTdSrf0+FOsP2UjkXR402nOCBV4bzqLVg
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!AylTnyI4sv1aDrspdg0JKjWi6kqkxUa4NTdSrf0+FOsP2UjkXR402nOCBV4bzqLVg
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!GfhnYfiRwKSCkpNmXZyiqIM2+n1Sh2vRQzOF4YJiS78KNTbM-NbZ9dtjrUZnGkkgw
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!GfhnYfiRwKSCkpNmXZyiqIM2+n1Sh2vRQzOF4YJiS78KNTbM-NbZ9dtjrUZnGkkgw
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!BC4+a-fTo-p7YJfHrd9Mv3fR5iBW0YRsDYqEPL0H0gWI6rCIHQ-pKPa6JnRflugSM
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!AmxbaLnDgSSakrqioIOAEx7RNg8LnwzwAs3qi95X61D-GWCx4GENxOuR+CxviyWNg
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!AmxbaLnDgSSakrqioIOAEx7RNg8LnwzwAs3qi95X61D-GWCx4GENxOuR+CxviyWNg
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!zDbm2YkHoB0rUC-xRPwE4BH0B0IPzQtSkfUWomQytKj1o9OnyKh-hJ6o2cnvEHrAg
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!LWGbnEgQf8ceoWrnARSDO3ALN5DJztaKO4arANRnNRJ3hey1rKmtHN0Nc0H3+ezdg
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!LWGbnEgQf8ceoWrnARSDO3ALN5DJztaKO4arANRnNRJ3hey1rKmtHN0Nc0H3+ezdg
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 New Horizon Church  -  A United Methodist Congregation  
400 Orchid Drive 
Haines City, Florida  33844 
Phone: 863-422-1290 
Email Editor: jsum@tampabay.rr.com 

In the District 
Greetings from the District Superintendent 

 
 
Jesus gave this charge: God authorized and commanded me to commission you: Go out and train everyone you meet, far and 

near, in this way of life, marking them by baptism in the threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Then in-
struct them in the practice o all I have commanded you. I’ll be with you as you do this, day after day after day, 
right up to the end of the age.  Matthew 28:16-20 from The Message 

 
The passage above is the scriptural undergirding for the mission statement of the United Methodist Church: to make disciples 

of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  
Jesus is always the key. Jesus is the motivator. Jesus is our inspiration, our reason for existence as the church. The life and 

teachings, the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus are what give inspiration to all that we are and say and do 
as the church. 

William Penn once said, “If there is any kindness I can show, or any good thing I can do to any fellow human being, let me do 
it now, and not deter or neglect it, as I shall not pass this way again.”   

 
That’s a wonderful thought and a great quote to remember and to live by – but for a follower of Jesus Christ it’s not enough 

just to “do good things.” It’s not enough just to be kind. Those good things, that kindness must flow out of our 
relationship with Jesus. The goodness of God expressed through Jesus is the source of any goodness that we 
demonstrate.   

 

 

And just as that’s true for individual persons of faith, it’s true as well for a local church. Hence, all that we do in our local 
churches . . . from worship to Sunday School to classes and small groups for adults to the various dimensions of 
children’s and student ministry to special music and drama offerings to fellowship opportunities to congregational 
care ministry to our local community outreach opportunities to mission projects around the state, our country, and 
the world . . . all that we do through the ministries of our local churches . . . everything . . . emerges out of our rela-
tionship with the God of love and grace and forgiveness, the God of creation and new life, the God of mercy and 
hope, the God of redemption and transformation whom we know most fully and completely through knowing that 
man from Nazareth named Jesus. 

Let’s agree always to remember why we’re committed to our local churches and why we’re doing what we’re doing: it’s be-
cause God calls the church to proclaim and tell and teach and show the world about the power of God’s love 
through Jesus Christ and in doing so, to be God’s tools in shaping those who hear and accept the Good News into 
disciples whose lives reflect a deep commitment to the One who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  

Grace and Peace,    
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Bob Bushong 
District Superintendent 
East Central District 

 

Dr. Bob Bushong 


