
 How much of life do we go through feeling drained and uninspired?  We 

can feel burnt out and lifeless.  Often in those times we feel we need a     

vacation or some time off.  We seek to escape to rejuvenate our souls.  It 

has been said, however, that the person in most need of vacation is the  

person who just had one.  At times our souls are tired and we need to find 

rest.  Jesus said, "Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 

give you rest (Matthew 11:28)."  At other times our souls are starved and 

our spirit needs to be fed.  We are starved of inspiration, starved of joy and 

starved of purpose. 

 Thankfully the same one who gives us rest is the one who will give us 

food, and we don’t need to have anything to give in exchange for the    

spiritual food He offers.  Jesus longs to feed His people, but, as the prophet 

said, we spend our resources investing in "that which is not bread."  Jesus 

wishes to meet us in worship each week to feed us spiritually, but we often 

invest in an hour or two more of sleep.  He wishes to feed us through the 

reading of His Word or in prayer, but we spend our time zoning out in front 

of the TV or watching videos on the computer.  Christ is looking to feed us 

as we pray, as we serve others, as we fast, as we gather together to build 

one another up in faith, and as we live obediently to the commandments of 

our Lord. 

 Jesus has great intentions to feed us so we can be spiritually nourished 

and strong to face the opposition of this world.  Sadly, we often remain 

spiritually starved and feeble because we seek other things.  This keeps us 

from feelings of assurance and confidence in Christ.  It inhibits us from    

doing God's work or doing it more effectively.  It keeps us from being 

teachers who make new disciples of Jesus.  Spiritual starvation stunts our 

growth in Christ, just as physical starvation will stunt the growth of the 

body. 

 If you are seeking greater spiritual strength, more purpose, more joy, 

more love, more power, etc., buy the food that 

costs no money.  Come to Jesus often to be fed and 

to find the strength that He alone can offer.  Stop 

investing in extra sleep, a day fishing on the lake, 

time in front of the TV, reading the horoscope, or 

surfing the web to find some trending self-help arti-

cle.  Come to the waters and be fed with the food 

that leads to real spiritual power, the Bread of Life. 

Isaiah 55:1-2, "Come, everyone 

who thirsts, come to the      

waters; and he who has no 

money, come, buy and eat!  

Come, buy wine and milk 

without money and without 

price.  Why do you spend your 

money for that which is not 

bread, and your labor for that 

which does not satisfy?  Listen 

diligently to me, and eat what 

is good, and delight yourselves 

in rich food." 
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Despite our recent weather, I want to 
assure you that summer is actually 

coming this year.  We are beginning 
summer with outdoor worship and a 

church picnic.  May 27th, Memorial 
Day Weekend, we will move our    

regular worship service outside to the 
pavilion.  Worship will begin at 10am 

with a pot luck picnic after the      
service.  Also, if you would like to re-

affirm your baptism or if you have not 
been baptized and would like to be 

during this service please contact 
Pastor Jon. 

Family Game Night in the PAVILION May 20 at 4 PM! 
 

Why?  Because it is May and we        are ready to be OUTSIDE!  (Of 
course we live in Ohio so                           we’ll into the Fellowship 
Hall if necessary!)  But, if                            not, we’ll have a bonfire 
and outdoor fun!  As                                     always, we will have 
games for all ages and                                            childcare is provided! 

A heart felt thank you to my church family for all of the thoughts,  
prayers, cards, phone calls, and e-mails my family and I have received 
these past few months.  What seemed like a long and endless journey 
was made easier through all the amazing support from all of you.  A 
very special thank you to Pastor Jon for the trips made to the Cleveland 
Clinic on the day of the surgery and to check on me a few days later.  I 
have a long way to go in my recovery process and things are going well, 

but I would appreciate continued prayers as my recovery continues. 

Blessings, Kathy Orlando and family 
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Expenses continue to exceed revenue, and the balance in the 

checking account continues to drop.  

Reaching New People 
 Members of our newly formed Task Force for 

the Reaching New People Project met on April 14 

to begin planning ways to be more visible within 

the community.  Three focus areas were chosen for 

the summer months.  They are:  1. The choir's      

participation in the Open Mic Nights on the village 

square.  2. Passing out good luck treat bags for   

Canal Fulton youth baseball players.  3. The         

distribution of Vials of Life to the schools in        

August.  Your participation is vital to the success of 

these outreach projects.  Please volunteer helping 

hands to increase awareness of our congregation's 

presence in this city. 

 As we look ahead, there are many ways in 

which we can reach out, from offering classes and 

workshops on numerous topics, skills, and interests, 

to building new relationships in our homes and 

neighborhoods.  During the next few months, the 

Task Force will identify several other ways in which 

the congregation can reach out and make a        

difference. But no need to wait for a special      

function or project! We can all do something now 

to bring people into our church fellowship. 

 As a suggestion:  if you have an unchurched 

friend, invite them to our church, then actually 

bring them.  Go pick them up on Sunday morning, 

or for a special activity making it easier for them to 

walk into a room full of people they don't know. 

Invite. Pick up. Bring. Remember that 73% of      

unchurched people have never been invited.  Canal 

Fulton United Methodist Church has a lot of     

compassion to share through the love of Jesus.  I 

have been a recipient of that compassion. 

 Feel free to offer suggestions or ideas to those 

involved with the Task Force:  Joe Ross, Peg        

Weber, Sean Diley, Sandy Smith, Marlene Lazarus, 

Pastor Jon, and Rose Darling.   Rose 

 18-Feb 18-Mar YTD YTD2017 

Revenue $11,211  $11,233  $37,610  $32,609  

Expenses $14,134  $14,105  $41,706  $40,432  

Budget $16,516  $16,516  $49,548  $48,603  

Over/(Under) ($2,923) ($2,871)  ($4,096) ($7,823) 
Checking/                 
Current Expense $7,505  $3,738  $3,738  $2,609  

Offering $10,469  $10,243  $34,288  $30,229  

MONTHLY FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

My dad, Kermit Lower, always enjoyed the          
activities you so graciously welcomed him to… 
Strawberry Social, eating at Raber’s, community 
dinners.  We wish to thank you for your words 
of comfort, cards and always keeping our family 
in your prayers.  Jim & Patty Lower and family 

Ashley Lockhart Miller is headed back to 
Mozambique this summer - only this time 
she gets to bring her new husband!  
Come to CFUMC May 5th from 1-3 PM to 

help them raise money for their mission trip through 
Frontline Ministries. 

It is time for our annual  
trustee work day to clean 
up the church.  We’ll get it 

looking its best for the   
summer. 

Now, for the best part -  You 
don’t have to be a trustee to 
participate!  See you there! 

The Canal Fulton Players will be presenting, 100 Lunches, a gourmet 

comedy, by James Sharkey and Leo W. Sears, which is a romantic com-

edy starring Ryan Harden, Kristina Currans, Linda Keith, Zoë Walters 

(Katy’s daughter!), Geri Marken, and Alex Kimball on May 4-6, 11-13, 

2018 at Trinity Lutheran Church, 7595 Middle Street, Clinton. Friday 

and Saturday performances are at 7:30 pm and Sunday 

matinee performances are at 3:00 pm. Tickets are $10.00 

for adults and $8.00 for seniors and children under the age 

of 12. For further information, call David Van Gaasbeek at 

330-494-1022 or 330-854-4387. 

worship outside 
renew inside 
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We thank those who have said, “Here I am!” when God 
has called them to serve 

May Birthdays 
3 - Dan Hare 
5 - Rosemarie Hunt 
7 - Gwendolyn Lower 
8 - John Stach 
10 - Priscilla Reighart 
11 - Cheryl Bobich 
 Seth Lower 
12 - Gene Schindewolf 
15 - Steve Jones 
18 - Wendy McLaughlin 
 Millie Rohr 
19 - Liza Lower 
 Corey Stafford 
20 - Doris Walker 
21 - Brian Kocsis 
24 - Jared Szekely 
28 - Clare Diley 
 Ashley Smith 
 Sandy Smith 
30 - Grant Diley 
 Amy Miracle 
 Tom Wardle 
31 - Dan Olenick 

Want to join in the service fun?  Here 
is who you should contact:   

 
Liturgist:  Guy Starr 

Ushers and PowerPoint: Lee Westfall 
Greeters:  Holly Wilhelm       
Jr. Church:  Barb Kopp                                        
Sunday School:  Beth Canfield                                                      
Nursery:  Carolyn Mayfield 
Coffee Hour:  Margaret Lowe 
 
You can also talk to Pastor Jon or 
contact the church office about any 

of these positions. 

May Anniversaries 
3rd - JR & Lydia Dennison 

15th - Brian & Amanda Kocsis 

25th - Burgess & Margaret Lowe 

29th - Dan & Susan Hare 

29th - Larry & Linda Herald 

Summer Kids’ Nights 
This year the theme is “Shipwrecked, Rescued by Jesus”. 

We will venture to an uncharted island where kids survive and thrive. They will 

learn that Jesus is the anchor who carries them through life’s storms. The 

evening will begin with Music in the sanctuary followed by Tropical Treats 

(supper) in the Fellowship Hall. The Bible Discovery Lesson with a single Bible 

Point reinforced will be next with activities related to the lesson each week.  

Following the Bible lesson, children will venture to the craft room where they 

will help build the uncharted island and construct crafts related to that week ’s 

lesson. Finally, they will participate in Ship Rec Games on the island (outside, 

weather permitting). 

This free, outreach program, lasting from 5-8 PM each week, will begin on 

June 27
th
 and will continue for 6 weeks (skipping July 4

th
) July 11, 18, 25, Au-

gust 1 ending with a carnival on August 8
th
. Children 4 years old through 5

th
 

grade will be welcomed to this program. 

A completed information form will be required before the program begins so 

that any medical needs, allergies your child has will be noted.. Sign-up sheets 

will be available since pre-registration is urged allowing us to have needed 

supplies on hand. 

If you have any questions, please contact Sandy Smith 330-685-1053. 

6 Liturgist: Guy Starr 

 Head Usher: Lee Westfall 

 
Usher Team: Chip McCullough,  

Guy Starr &      
Burgess Lowe 

 
Greeters: Jan DuShane &     

Kay Stewart 

 Jr. Church: TBA 

 PowerPoint: Ethan Herald 

 
Nursery  

Attendants: 
Abby Herald &   
Monica Smith 

 Coffee Hour: Margaret Lowe 

 Lockup: Ron Martin 

13 Liturgist: TBA 

 Head Usher: Lee Westfall 

 
Usher Team: Ron Williams &    

Don Nelson 

 

Greeters: Alpha & Carolyn  
Mayfield 

 Jr. Church: TBA 

 PowerPoint: Connor Smith 

 
Nursery  

Attendants: 
Beth Canfield &    
Pat Williams 

 Coffee Hour: UMM 

 Lockup: Joe Ross 

20 Liturgist: TBA 

 Head Usher: Lee Westfall 

 

Usher Team: Marlene Lazarus, 
Georgia Dale &   
Kathy Bickett 

 Greeters: Ron & Pat Williams 

 Jr. Church: TBA 

 PowerPoint: Dustin Smith 

 

Nursery  
Attendants: 

Carolyn Mayfield & 
Bonnie Maier 

 Coffee Hour: TBA 

 Lockup: Ron Williams 

27 Liturgist: Bud Maier 

 Head Usher: Phil Kaster 

 Usher Team: Phil Kaster 

 Greeters: Ron & Marcia Main 

 Jr. Church: TBA 

 PowerPoint: Ethan Lower 

 
Nursery  

Attendants: 
Kathy Bickett &  
Holly Wilhelm 

 
Coffee Hour: Pavilion Worship 

Week! 

 Lockup: Dave VanGaasbeek 
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Save the date and join us! 
 

We will be taking a missions trip to Mission Central 
in Mechanicsburg, PA, July 9-13th. 

May is a busy month as we remember 

Mothers, Pentecost, and Memorial 

Day!  We are all hoping that Spring will 

finally arrive and stay for awhile! 

On May 20, Pentecost, often called the Birthday of the Church, we 

welcome back Maura Finna and Debbie Mullins.  The choir will sing 

as we remember this special day in the church year. You are     

invited to join the choir in wearing RED, as we often do on           

Pentecost Sunday. 

If you remember my young piano student Nathan Snyder who has 

played here several times, well, he has really exploded with his 

abilities over this past year. You are invited to his first solo recital 

on Friday, May 4th at 7:30pm at St Mark's Episcopal Church, 515 

48th Street NW in Canton, and stay for a reception afterward. 

Looking ahead, the bells and choir will present special music on 

June 24 and July 1 as we mark these special occasions. They are 

normally on summer break, but wanted to be part of the services 

as we send off Pastor Jon and his family on the 24th, then        

welcome Pastor Don on July 1. 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! Rose  

Rhonda Baker 
Ken & Sheila Berwinkle 

Victoria Brunk 
Mary Clendening 

Nancy Corral 
Rich Crum 

Bettie DeMaskey 
Owen Downey 

Kylie Earl 
Irene Elek 

Wilma Hardgrove 
Taylor Hastings 

Janelle 
Terry Litton 

Lower family 
Larry Kopp 

Marty & Kathy 
Jack McConnell 
Messiha family 

Gary Miller 
Don Nelson 

Christina Paxos 
Michael Reighart 

David Rhoades 
Rose Rhoades 

Joyce Ries 
Del & Millie Rohr 

Ellen Schlabach 
Kathryn Silvey and children 

Shirley Starr 
Steve & Tanya 

Josh Thillits 
Linda Wacker 

Robert & Ann White 
Those with addictions 

Those wishing to harm them-
selves and others 

The Kaufman, Brown and Simons 
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‘ s from Rose 

COLLEGE STUDENTS           
 
Emma Canfield    
Ike Canfield        
Mack Ferrell     
Jerod Hare 
Jacob Hare 
Tristan Lindeman 
Gracyn Loper 

Prayer Chain 
We have a wonderful prayer chain group that can 
be notified of those needing special prayers.       
Contact Holly Wilhelm at 330-854-2750 or wolly 
cort@sssnet.com if you would like prayers for  
yourself, friends or family members.  Holly will also 
contact Pastor Jon with this information. 
 
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in            
everything, by prayer and petition, with        
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”                                              
         Philippines 4:6 
 

FRIENDS & FAMILY        

Seth Loper 
Meredith Manns 

 
IN THE MILITARY 

 Jacob Bickett 
   Kyle Henderson 

Derek Steinberg 

The Administrative Council has requested that 
giving statements be sent in July and in      
November (in addition to the end of year copy 
sent in January.)  Please be sure to turn in 
all of your receipts after each expenditure so 
that the office records can stay caught up!  I 
can also make copies of receipts for you so 
that you can retain a copy for your own     
records.  Thank you! 

 The Jr. Church group has           
continued working on the parables 
taught by Jesus.  The children learned 
about the Wise man who built his 
house upon the rock, and the Foolish 
man who built his house upon the 
sand.  Children built craft-stick houses 

on a "firm" foundation, symbolizing trusting God and believing in 
Him. They learned the song, "The Wise Man Built His House Upon 
the Rock", complete with hand motions. For the parable of the 
Sheep and Goats, the children learned that whenever they help or 
care for ANYONE, they are doing it for God. To show this caring, 
the children made Get Well cards which will be sent to church/
community members who are ill. 
 Thank you to my adult volunteers for April:  Linda Herald, Peg 
Weber, Patty Lower, Robyn VonBonnin, and Marybeth Manns.  The 
last Sunday for Jr. Church prepared lessons is June 3rd.  Ages 4 
through Fifth grade will resume after Labor Day on September 9th.
    Barb Kopp 

Community Cupboard Report aka MANY HANDS MAKE A LIGHTER LOAD!!!!! 

The "Cupboard" began at CFUMC in the mid 1980’s as a distribution site of the Stark County Hunger Task Force (SCHTF) and a member 

of the Akron/Canton Foodbank and was relocated to Trinity Church in 1998.  Currently we serve 85 to 90 local (NW school district area) 

families.  The groceries are distributed on the last Thursday of each month with some packing preparations done the previous day. 

In 2017  we purchased over 53,000 pounds of food from the foodbank with an average cost of 18 cents a pound.  After a partial payment by 

the SCHTF, the cost to the Cupboard averaged 8 cents a pound.  We also purchase from local groceries at regular prices when necessary. 

"THANKS"  to the many faithful volunteers from our church (listed below) and 25 additional volunteers from other churches and the com-

munity.  Larry Brown, Pastor Jon George, Karen Hodges, Pat Lawrence, Burgess Lowe, Patty Lower, Pat Matchett, Carolyn Mayfield, Nate 

McConnell, Ruth Molnar, Don Nelson, Peggy Schwendeman, Guy Starr, Randy Szilagyi, Colton Weber, Peg Weber, Roger Wilhelm, Pat 

Williams, Ron Williams, and Carole Zay.  Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!    Margaret Lowe 



One of the best ways to   

enhance your child’s faith 

journey is to participate in a 

week of East Ohio Summer Camp.  Find out how camp can 

be a powerful, life-changing experience.  Contact Sue Martin 

with questions.  (330)882-2244 or suehel@juno.com.   

Summer camp is for kids entering 1st - 12th grade in the 

fall.  Don’t let your child miss out! 

Pastor:  Jonathan George 

Office Hours:  Mon-Fri 9 a.m.-1p.m. 

Phone: 330 854-3573 

Fax: 330 854-5449  

Email:  cfumc1@sssnet.com 

www.canalfultonumc.com 

363 W. Cherry Street 
PO Box 323 

Canal Fulton, OH 44614-0323 

Our mission is to reach out to welcome all and together walk with Christ 

Register TODAY! 
We only have 4 spots for 3-year-olds 

and 4 spots for 4 year-olds left! 

Join us June 9th   

from 3-7 PM for our           

annual strawberry 

festival! 

Join us for toe-tapping music 
and delicious food including 
homemade shortcake with 
fresh-picked strawberries, 
smoked wings and much more! 

C o r n h o l e  T o u r n a m e n t           
registration is from 4-5 PM with 
the tournament starting at 5. 

Water balloon tosses at 4 & 6 
PM. 

Remember how we are REACHING NEW 
PEOPLE?  Give someone an invitation/
gift certificate to the Straw
-berry Social as your 
guest!  This is also a great 
way to say “thank you”.  
Contact Pat Matchett for 
more information. 

Is that your phone ringing?!  Pick it up quickly! 

Sandy Smith is on the line asking if you can 

help with the Strawberry Social.  Say “YES!” 

and help this event to be a fun success! 


