Luke 18:1-8, "Then Jesus told them
a parable about their need to pray
always and not to lose heart. He
said, “In a certain city there was a
judge who neither feared God nor
had respect for people. In that
city there was a widow who kept
coming to him and saying, ‘Grant
me justice against my opponent.’
For a while he refused; but later
he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect
for anyone, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will
grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually
coming.’” And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge
says. And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to
him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? I tell you,
he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of
Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”
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Jesus tells this parable about the importance of persistence in prayer.
Even those who are unjust and care nothing for us will listen when we are
persistent. How much more will our Father in heaven, who is loving, merciful, and kind, listen to the prayers and petitions of His children. In preparation for pastoral change the first and greatest item on our agenda is to pray.
Pray for the church, pray for Pastor Don as he transitions to the church, and
pray for God to guide and bless us for the work that will be done together.
Two things in particular that I would like to invite you to pray for are our
children and youth ministries and for a new team that will be trained to help
the church do more outreach and evangelism in the community. We have
had a team from the church involved with a training over the past nine
months to help with some structure for our children and youth ministries.
The discipleship and nurture of our young people is essential to the current
life and the future of our church. Please pray for those involved in our children and youth ministries and also take time in prayer to see if God is calling you to be involved in that ministry of the church. Often we say we do
not feel the call of God to be involved. The reality is often that we have
simply not listened for our calling. Also, pray for the team that our Administrative Council voted to be coached to help lead the church in a training
"How to Reach New People." This group will help to direct the way in making some changes and creating a culture in our church to go out to lead
new people to Christ and into the church. Pray for their leadership and also
pray that we would be open to where the Holy Spirit leads in the process.
Please pray consistently. Who asks for something important from someone only once in a while? Please pray fervently. Express to God how important the life and ministry of the church is to you. Please pray expectantly. Show God your faith that He will lead the church
in doing His will. Please also continue to pray for
From
Pastor Don, his wife Erin, and their boys. Moving is
the pen
difficult and even as the pastor it can be intimidatof
ing and anxiety inducing to come into a new church
community. Please make prayer a priority over the
Pastor
coming months and through all of your life.
Jon
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MONTHLY FINANCIAL SUMMARY
18-Feb
18-Jan
YTD

YTD2017

Revenue

$11,211

$15,166

$26,377

$22,532

Expenses

$14,134

$13,467

$27,601

$27,123

Budget

$16,516

$16,516

$33,032

$32,402

Over/(Under)
Checking/ Current
Expense

($2,923)
$7,505

$1,698 ($1,224) ($4,591)
$10,932

$7,505

$8,710

Offering
$10,469 $13,787 $24,256 $20,631
Typical February: negative cash flow and checking account
takes a big hit.

Introducing….
Our Incoming Pastor!
Pastor Donald T. Ackerman
Currently he is serving as a Captain in
the United States Army and a Professor of Military Science at Capital University in Columbus.
Don and his wife, Erin, have two
sons, James (4) and Lucas (2). Don is
a graduate of Tuslaw High School and
Kent State University. He is currently
working on his Master of Divinity Degree at the Methodist
Theological School of Ohio. In his spare time Don enjoys
playing piano, woodworking and baseball. Erin graduated
from Perry High School and received a Bachelor’s Degree in
Health Care Administration from Kent State University. She is
currently an outstanding mother!
Please keep Pastor Don, Erin, and their boys in your prayers as
they prepare to move from Columbus and that God will give
them peace as they follow Christ’s leading for the church and
their family.

Welcome to CFUMC!
A heart felt thank you to my church family for all of the thoughts,
prayers, cards, phone calls, and e-mails my family and I have received
these past few months. What seemed like a long and endless journey
was made easier through all the amazing support from all of you. A
very special thank you to Pastor Jon for the trips made to the Cleveland
Clinic on the day of the surgery and to check on me a few days later. I
have a long way to go in my recovery process and things are going well,
but I would appreciate continued prayers as my recovery continues.
Blessings, Kathy Orlando and family

Let’s take Pastor Jon, Emily & Michael

out to Raber’s Country Cooking & Baking in
Fresno, Ohio. Date: Saturday, April 28th
Meet at the church at 4:45 to carpool.
$15 per person must be prepaid to Ron or Pat
Williams. Call for more info 330-854-3476.

How to Reach New People

Some Facts:
As we drive or walk to church on Sundays, only
about 17% of the people in the homes we pass are
heading to worship, too. Or, to put it another way 80% are not going to any church on any Sunday.
Polls show that 85% of people who do not attend
church would attend IF invited, but 73% have never
been invited.
According to a UMC study by Bishop Farr, the
average United Methodist invited ONE person to
church every 38...yes, 38...years!
Our Response:
Pastor Jon and I (Rose Darling), recently attended a
workshop presented by the Tuscarawas District that
shared a method proven to help churches grow.
Several steps are particularly effective when
adapted in ways to suit the local congregation and
community. A task force will identify areas where
we can have an impact, create a plan of action, and
walk step by step with a cluster group of other
churches in our area, under the guidance of an
expert coach, to reach the people right here in Canal Fulton who are in that 80% group of people
who do not attend any church. By working with a
cluster of churches and an expert coach we become
accountable to one another, and accountability is
vital to success.
This program on how to reach new people is not
designed merely to build numbers, but to share
hope, compassion, fellowship, and the love of
Christ to those around us. If you would like to
know more, ask: Pastor Jon, Rose Darling (Chair),
Joe Ross, Jim Lower, or Sean Diley.
This program is just getting started, and your
support and help will make it a success here at
CFUMC. Watch for announcements and ways in
which you can be involved. Your neighbors need
the Christ we offer.
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Community Spotlight

April Birthdays
3 - Colton Weber
4 - Liz Sundheimer
7 - John Gschnell
8 - Kennedy Schindewolf
Tyler Schindewolf
Ashley Vaught
11 - Brian Canfield
13 - Madison Mutersbaugh
Michael Reighart
14 - Loren Sundheimer
15 - Ryan Szilagyi
17 - Emily Mutersbaugh
18 - Matt Manns
21 - Brenda Olenik
22 - Barb Kopp
23 - Rachel Householder
27 - Meredith Manns
28 - Holly Wilhelm
29 - Kathy Schindewolf
30 - Ryan Miracle

We thank those who have said, “Here I am!” when God
has called them to serve
1

Liturgist: Shannon Stacy
Head Usher: Dustin Smith
Usher Team: Phil Kaster
Greeters: Chip & Karen
McCullough

8

Jr. Church: Barb Kopp &
Linda Herald
PowerPoint: Ethan Herald
Nursery Abby Herald &
Attendants: Monica Smith
Coffee Hour: Pastor Jon & Emily
Lockup: Dave VanGaasbeek
15

22
Liturgist: Mike Lower
Head Usher: Dustin Smith
Usher Team: Kathy Orlando,
Pat Williams,
Holly Wilhelm
Greeters: Guy & Shirley Starr
Jr. Church: Barb Kopp & friend
PowerPoint: Dustin Smith
Nursery Carolyn Mayfield &
Attendants: Bonnie Maier
Coffee Hour: Gail Snyder
Lockup: Burgess Lowe

April Anniversaries

Liturgist: Pat Matchett
Head Usher: Dustin Smith
Usher Team: Roger Wilhelm
Greeters: Larry & Barb Kopp
Jr. Church: Barb Kopp &
Peg Weber
PowerPoint: Connor Smith
Nursery Beth Canfield &
Attendants: Pat Williams
Coffee Hour: Linda Herald and
Iva King

4th - Roger & Holly Wilhelm
6th - Bud & Bonnie Maier
8th - Bud & Rachel Householder
15th - Shawn & Sarah Diley
23rd - Randy & Lynn Szilagyi
27th - Ken & Sheila Berwinkle

Lockup: Ron Main
Liturgist: Morgan Lower
Head Usher: Dustin Smith
Usher Team: Lee Westfall,
Chuck Ferrell,
Dave Van Gaasbeek &
Jim Lower
Greeters: Roger & Holly
Wilhelm
Jr. Church: Barb Kopp &
Robyn vonBonin
PowerPoint: Ethan Lower
Nursery Kathy Bickett &
Attendants: Holly Wilhelm
Coffee Hour: TBA
Lockup: Chuck Ferrell

29

Liturgist: Colton Weber
Head Usher: Lee Westfall
Usher Team: Karen McCullough,
Ruth Blanding &
Pat Lawrence
Greeters: Tom & Shannon Stacy
Jr. Church: Barb Kopp &
Marybeth Manns
PowerPoint: Lee Westfall
Nursery
Attendants: tba
Coffee Hour: Amber Ross and
Marcia Main
Lockup: Guy Starr

Study

Study

Study

Study

Cupboard

April 2018

Cupboard

Prayer

Prayer

Due

Prayer

Prayer
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Prayer Chain
We have a wonderful prayer chain group that can
be notified of those needing special prayers.
Contact Holly Wilhelm at 330-854-2750 or wolly
cort@sssnet.com if you would like prayers for
yourself, friends or family members. Holly will also
contact Pastor Jon with this information.
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”
Philippines 4:6
FRIENDS & FAMILY

Gary Miller
Rhonda Baker
Ruth
Molnar
Sheila Berwinkle
Kathy Orlando
Victoria Brunk
Christina Paxos
Martha Carson
Peterman family
Karen Christiansen
David Rhoades
Mary Clendening
Rose Rhoades
Nancy Corral
Joyce Ries
Rich Crum
Del & Millie Rohr
Bettie DeMaskey
Ellen Schlabach
Owen Downey
Kathryn
Silvey
and children
Kylie Earl
Smith
family
Irene Elek
Shirley
Starr
Ferrell family
Steve
&
Tanya
Wilma Hardgrove
Josh Thillits
Taylor Hastings
Linda Wacker
Hazel Hines
Ann White
Janelle
Those with addictions
Lazarus family
Those wishing to harm
Terry Litton
themselves and others
Lenn Kennemore
The Kaufman, Brown and
Larry Kopp
Simons families
Marty & Kathy
Jack McConnell
COLLEGE STUDENTS
Emma Canfield
Ike Canfield
Mack Ferrell
Jerod Hare
Jacob Hare
Tristan Lindeman
Gracyn Loper

Seth Loper
Meredith Manns
IN THE MILITARY
Jacob Bickett
Kyle Henderson
Derek Steinberg

Save the date and join us!
We will be taking a missions trip to
the Midwest Mission Distribution
Center in Springfield, IL, July 9-13th.

When Handel wrote his
masterpiece "Messiah," he pulled
from Scripture numerous texts
about Christ, the Messiah. In each of the musical
settings of these texts, he composed magnificent music to
convey the meaning. "I Know That My Redeemer Liveth" is
taken from the Book of Job and I Corinthians. When you
think of the text, it is thrilling and awesome indeed to KNOW,
to really Know that 'my Redeemer lives.' Another Easter
hymn, He Lives, declares, "You ask me How I KNOW He
lives? He lives within my heart!" What a wonderful knowledge
that the mighty Redeemer lives within our very hearts!
Easter gives all Christians the reason to sing Hallelujah! I
know that my Redeemer lives, He lives within my heart.
Handel's lyrics may be hundreds of years old, but their
messages are vibrant and powerful today.
Hallelujah! He lives! Sing it loud and clear as we gather
Easter morning...and, remember, EVERY Sunday is a
celebration of the Living Christ.

‘ s from Rose

Rose

Ladies Day Out
The ladies of CFUMC and guests are invited to
attend a Ladies Day Out. We will be visiting the
Kent State Fashion Museum April 21st to see the
Katharine Hepburn Dressed for Stage and
Screen exhibit followed by lunch. Save the date!
For more information contact Amber Ross or
watch for a flyer in your Sunday bulletin.

Gracyn Loper achieved high status by being listed on
the Dean’s List at the University of Akron for this
past quarter. Congratulations Gracyn!
The Junior Church kids have been
learning about the parables of
Jesus. Each week we have been
reading and learning about a new
story Jesus told his followers. One
of the stories was about the Good
Samaritan, or "neighbor". I gave each child a "Coin Challenge"
consisting of a baggie with coins equaling $1.00. They were
to use those coins to do something to show that they were
good neighbors. On Sunday, March 18th we had a slide
presentation for the children's moment to share with the
congregation just what the children had done with their
coins. I am so proud of each of them for their participation in
this project. As always, I would like to thank the adult
volunteers who have helped me this month: Andrea Perez,
Jen McConnell, Abby Herald, Marcia Main, and Linda Herald.
Barb Kopp

Remember that daylight savings time
is also the time to change
your smoke detector batteries.
Don’t neglect this important
step in keeping your family
safe! -A reminder from your
parish nurse

CANAL FULTON
UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH
Pastor: Jonathan George
363 W. Cherry Street
PO Box 323
Canal Fulton, OH 44614-0323
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9 a.m.-1p.m.
Phone: 330 854-3573
Fax: 330 854-5449
Email: cfumc1@sssnet.com
www.canalfultonumc.com

Our mission is to reach out to welcome all and together walk with Christ
One of the best ways to
enhance your child’s
faith journey is to participate in a week of East
Ohio Summer Camp. Your child’s faith formation is
their priority. Find out how the East Ohio Camps ministry can be a powerful, life-changing experience.
Contact Sue Martin with questions. (330)882-2244 or
suehel@juno.com

“When I say, ‘I am a Christian’”
When I say, “I am a Christian,” I’m not shouting, “I’ve
been saved!” I’m whispering, “I get lost! That’s why I
chose this way.”
When I say, “I am a Christian,” I don’t speak with human
pride. I’m confessing that I stumble — needing God to
be my guide.
When I say, “I am a Christian,” I’m not trying to be
strong. I’m professing that I’m weak and pray for
strength to carry on.
When I say, “I am a Christian,” I’m not bragging of
success. I’m admitting that I’ve failed and cannot ever
pay the debt.

Want a chance to tour the camps, talk to the staff and see what is being
offered for 2018? Join us on the following dates or contact the camps
directly at www.EOCSummerCamps.org
Wanake – 4/7 – 2-6 PM Resurrection Egg Hunt & Camp Preview
Aldersgate – 4/14 – 2-6PM Open House & Camp Preview
Asbury – 4/15 – 2-5 PM Open House & Camp Preview

Registration is now open and classes are
already over half-full! You may download your
registration forms from the church website or
take one from the bulletin board outside of
the church office. Be sure to reserve your
child’s spot today and tell a friend!

When I say, “I am a Christian,” I don’t think I know it all.
I submit to my confusion asking humbly to be taught.
When I say, “I am a Christian,” I’m not claiming to be
perfect. My flaws are far too visible but God believes I’m
worth it.
When I say, “I am a Christian,” I still feel the sting of
pain. I have my share of heartache which is why I seek
His name.
When I say, “I am a Christian,” I do not wish to judge, I
have no authority — I only know I’m loved.
Carol S. Wimmer, 1988
Submitted by Marlene Lazarus

