Jeremiah 29:12-14, "Then when you call
upon me and come and pray to me, I will
hear you. When you search for me, you
will find me; if you seek me with all
your heart, I will let you find me, says
the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places where I have
driven you, says the Lord, and I will
bring you back to the place from which
I sent you into exile.
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Life can get very complex. There are plenty of opinions
and expectations that others have
which we feel pressure to
meet. Sometimes when we look at
life, we can get caught up in all the
things that we begin to feel we
"must" do. We hear that we must
buy this and we must have that,
and at the same time we must save
for something else. There are experts everywhere talking about
how much we need to invest into
taking care of ourselves physically,
and another expert telling us how
much we need to invest in ourselves emotionally or psychologically or intellectually. Teachers and
coaches that tell us or our children
or grandchildren all the different
activities they need to participate in
or what they need to do or where
to go. It can get overwhelming and
it can feel great when things get
simplified.
I think that is why I love
mowing grass. When I get out the
weed-eater and the lawn mower I
know for the next hour or so I only
have to worry about one thing,
making the grass shorter.
Our spiritual lives can feel
the same way. We live in an age
where we have more access to
messages, instruction, and guidance from phenomenal Christian
teachers than ever before. That is a

wonderful thing, but it can begin to
get overwhelming also. We can
quickly forget that we are saved by
the blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The thought that there are a
multitude of things we must do to
earn salvation can creep into our
minds. It is like we are in exile from
the good news of Jesus Christ and
the blessed assurance of salvation
in His name.
God has no desire for us to
be in this sort of exile. His hope is
for us to encounter the wonder and
joy that come with entering into His
presence.
In the times when things
seem overwhelming, the times
where it seems like there are messages coming at you at a pace you
cannot keep up with, take time to
pray and simply seek the presence
of God. Through Christ’s blood, we
have constant access into the presence of our Father and being drawn
near to Him is accomplished by the
work of the Holy Spirit. There God
desires for us to be reassured of
salvation and His love. When we
take time to enter into His presence
and listen to Him, our Father will
also direct
us by His
own
From
the
voice.

pen of
Pastor
Jon
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2017
Revenue
Expenses
Budget
Over/(Under)
Checking/
Current Expense
Offering

Dec.
$30,624
$25,372
$16,201
$5,252

Nov.
YTD
2016 YTD
$14,395 $192,612 $181,998
$12,057 $173,584 $168,355
$16,201 $194,409 $184,296
$2,337 $19,028 $13,643

$10,455
$27,690

$7,966 $10,455 $12,064
$11,798 $167,377 $162,623

At the end of the year, all of the bills were paid, and the checking account
balance was acceptable. However, we were only able to pay 71% of apportionments. Thanks to those who made last-minute apportionment
offerings.

Vial of Life Renewal

Each year, in February, the Parish Nurses
will offer renewal materials for your Vial
of Life. This important program, started
by firemen, dramatically improves the
means for First Responders to assist you in
case of an emergency.
In the back of the Sanctuary, we will have
vials, stickers for your refrigerator and
front door as well as new informational
documents for you to complete before placing them in the Vial
and putting it in your refrigerator door.
I have been told over and over again how grateful our First
Responders are to have this information available for them to
use.
Any questions, please call Sandy Smith
Volunteer positions are open. If you can help, please contact Katy in the
office! Lock Up
Office Help
Cub Scouts

To Our Wonderful Church Family,
Our heartfelt thanks for all your prayers, love, support and acts of kindness during the past year and a
half. It was a very difficult time for Gary and I.
God Bless,
The Lazarus Family

Nick & I would like to thank you for the
delicious cookies and fruit. Your thoughtfulness was greatly appreciated at this time of
year. God Bless, Nick & Cheryl Bobich
Thank you to all who helped provide the
luncheon after Gary’s memorial service. The
special touch of Maize and Blue was so
appropriate! Everything was delicious and
organized and gave the family time to visit.
God Bless,
The Lazarus Family
Registration is now open for church
members and currently enrolled
families. You may download your registration forms from the church website or take one from the bulletin board
outside of the church office. Registration will open to the public February 19th. Be sure
to reserve your child’s spot now!

The church scholarship is
available once again!
If you would like to apply
please contact the church
office!
Many of us use the coming of a new year as a time
to reevaluate different aspects of our lives. Our
health, our priorities and our finances are all up for
inspection. If, during your personal evaluation, you
decide to change how you give to the church please
contact Katy in the church office. She can help you
set up automatic giving which ensures that we are
giving from our “first fruits.”
Proverbs 3:9-10 Honor the Lord
with your wealth and with the
first of all your produce, so your
barns will be filled with abundance, and your vats will burst
open with new wine.
All study descriptions are excerpted from Amazon.com
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February Birthdays
Ken Ludwig's raucous comedy
Shakespeare in Hollywood
presented by
The Canal Fulton Players
March 9-11, 16-18
Pine View Acres, 4194 Butterbridge,
North Lawrence
7:30 pm. Fridays & Saturdays
3:00 pm Sunday matinee
Admission is $12.00 for adults or
$10.00 for seniors and children under the age of 12 (However, due to
language and situations this show is
not recommended for children under the age of 12.) Tickets can be
reserved or purchased by calling
330-494-1022 .

Northwest High School presents
Les Miserables, school edition
February 16, 17 & 18
Puffenberger Hall
7:00 pm Friday & Saturday
2:00 pm Sunday matinee
Admission is $10.00 for adults or
$8.00 for seniors and students. Advance tickets can be purchased by
calling 435-222-2849 or by visiting
w w w . t u t u t i x . c o m /
NorthwestMusicalGroup/
Depending on availability, tickets
may also be purchased at the door.

1 - Pat Williams
5 - Carol Wilson
9 - Phil Kaster
Jon Lower
Ava Lucey
12 - Brad Kaster
Gracyn Loper
16 - Doris Schindewolf
19 - Ethan Lower
Tracy Spradling
23 - Cavin Diley
26 - Sofia McConnell
Ashton Ross
27 - Janelle Ferrell

This Samuel French play is produced and directed by David Van
Gaasbeek. Come on out to a new
theatre venue and be ready to
laugh your sides off.

We thank those who have said, “Here I am!” when God
has called them to serve
4

Liturgist: Tom Stacy
Head Usher: Guy Starr
Usher Team: Phil Kaster
Greeters: Jan DuShane &
Gail Snyder

11

Jr. Church: Barb Kopp & friend
PowerPoint: Ethan Herald
Nursery Abby Herald &
Attendants: Monica Smith
Coffee Hour: TBA
Lockup: Dave VanGaasbeek

18

Liturgist: Jenny McConnell
25
Head Usher: Guy Starr
Usher Team: Kathy Orlando,
Pat Williams,
Holly Wilhelm
Greeters: Bud & Bonnie Maier
Jr. Church: Barb Kopp & friend
PowerPoint: Dustin Smith
Nursery Carolyn Mayfield &
Attendants: Bonnie Maier
Coffee Hour: TBA
Lockup: Burgess Lowe

Liturgists: Abby & Ethan
Herald
Head Usher: Guy Starr
Usher Team: Roger Wilhelm
Greeters: Alpha & Carolyn
Mayfield
Jr. Church: Barb Kopp & friend
PowerPoint: Connor Smith
Nursery Beth Canfield &
Attendants: Pat Williams
Coffee Hour: TBA
Lockup: Ron Main

February Anniversaries

Liturgists: Carly Spradling &
Gwen Lower
Head Usher: Guy Starr
Usher Team: Lee Westfall,
Chuck Ferrell,
Dave Van Gaasbeek
& Jim Lower
Greeters: Ron & Marcia Main
Jr. Church: Barb Kopp & friend
PowerPoint: Ethan Lower
Nursery Kathy Bickett &
Attendants: Holly Wilhelm
Coffee Hour: TBA
Lockup: Chuck Ferrell

Want to join in the service fun?
Here is who you should contact:

10th - Lee & Connie Westfall
25th - Daniel & Kathy
Czartoszewski

Liturgist: Guy Starr
Ushers and PowerPoint: Lee Westfall
Greeters: Holly Wilhelm
Jr. Church: Barb Kopp
Sunday School: Beth Canfield
Nursery: Carolyn Mayfield
Coffee Hour: Margaret Lowe
You can also talk to Pastor Jon
or contact the church office about
any of these positions.

The Gospel of Mark see article on this
page

Study

Study

Study

Study

February

Study

9 am Comm. Cupb.

Wed. Service

Cupboard

2018

Prayer

Prayer

Due

Prayer

Prayer

Come hear
the Gospel
as early
Christians
did as if
for the
first time.

will be presented by
Geoffrey Darling
Feb. 18th at 6 PM.
Join him at Christ
Presbyterian
Church located at
530 Tuscarawas St
West in Canton.

The Gospel
of Mark
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Prayer Chain
We have a wonderful prayer chain group that can
be notified of those needing special prayers. Contact Holly Wilhelm at 330-854-2750 or wollycort
@sssnet.com if you would like prayers for yourself,
friends or family members. Holly will also contact
Pastor Jon with this information.
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”
Philippines 4:6

Rhonda Baker
Sheila Berwinkle
Bobich family
Martha Carson
Karen Christiansen
Mary Clendening
Nancy Corral
Bettie DeMaskey
Owen Downey
Kylie Earl
Irene Elek
Ferrell family
Wilma Hardgrove
Jim Harland
Taylor Hastings
Hazel Hines
Janelle
Lazarus family
Josie Lind
Terry Litton
Lenn Kennemore
Lindsey Kopp

Marty & Kathy
Jack McConnell
Gary Miller
Ruth Molnar
Christina Paxos
Peterman family
David Rhoades
Rose Rhoades
Joyce Ries
Del & Millie Rohr
little boy Sample
Ellen Schlabach
Kathryn Silvey family
Smith family
Shirley Starr
Steve & Tanya
Josh Thillits
Linda Wacker
Ann White
The drug addicted
Perry, Jackson, Coventry &
Canton South Schools
Unspoken requests

COLLEGE STUDENTS
Emma Canfield
Ike Canfield
Mack Ferrell
Jerod Hare
Jacob Hare
Tristan Lindeman
Gracyn Loper

Seth Loper
Meredith Manns
IN THE MILITARY
Jacob Bickett
Kyle Henderson
Derek Steinberg

Do you ever wonder how much
good ringing the Salvation
Army bell does? After all, you
are mostly just collecting spare
change.
It does a LOT of good! In the 32
hours that CFUMC rang the bell
during this Christmas season
we collected $5,393!
Well done, church!

As the season of Lent begins, we often wonder what Lent
is all about, and how we can
draw nearer to God. Traditionally Lent is a season prior to Easter of self-denial, prayer, and doing good
deeds. It’s a time to specifically remember the suffering
of Christ. I find that listening to reflective music helps
during times of prayer and meditation. YouTube has
heaps of wonderful music, including choral music, gospel, soloists, and instrumental - a seemingly unending
array. I suggest listening to music away from your
‘normal’. Here are some YouTube suggestions from my
favorites: 1. Acapella :The Collection. 2. Agnus DeiSacred Choral Music. The Choir of New College, Oxford.
E. Higginbottom. (I LOVE this). 3. How Great Is Our God
(World Edition) Chris Tomlin, or music by 4. The Gaither
Vocal Band.
On the music calendar: Bell Choir rehearsals resume on Tuesday, February 6 at 7 pm. Choir continues
to meet each Wednesday at 7 pm. We also warm up on
Sundays at 8:50 a.m. in the sanctuary. If you would like
to sing with the choir, but can't make it to Wednesday
rehearsals, you are welcome on Sundays before the service.

‘ s from Rose

Please keep our music ministry in your prayers.
Soli Deo Gloria

Rose

I’d Like You More if You Were
More like Me takes on one of life’s most
important questions: How can I get closer
to God and other people?
We were created for deep connections. When people have deep connections, says John Ortberg, they win in life.
When they don’t have deep connections, they cannot
win in life. I’d Like You More if You Were More like
Me offers help in overcoming one of the biggest obstacles to making deep connections: the fact that we’re so
different. Different from God and different from each
other.
The good news is that connectedness is not
based on similarity, but on shared experiences. When
one person invites another to share an experience,
they’re connected. It can be sharing a beautiful sunset
or a meal, having a great conversation over cup of
coffee, going for walk, or even teasing somebody. And
when we share those same experiences with God, we
get closer to him, too. God wants to connect with us—
so much that he sent his son to live as a human being.
God took on flesh and shared every human experience.
So we don’t have to wonder what a close relationship
with God looks like anymore. An intimate relationship
with God and other people doesn’t have to be a cliché,
it can be a daily way of life. Sunday mornings at 11 AM

CANAL FULTON
UNITED
METHODIST
Pastor: Jonathan George

363 W. Cherry Street
PO Box 323
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9 a.m.-1p.m. Phone:
330 854-3573
Fax: 330 854-5449
Email: cfumc1@sssnet.com
www.canalfultonumc.com

Our mission is to reach out to welcome all and together walk with Christ

Experiencing God is a small group about seven
Scriptural truths that teach us how to grow Save the dates and join us!
our relationship with God. Pastor Jon will lead We will be taking a missions trip to
this small group beginning the week of Ash The Urban Mission March 26th27th, 2018 and will also be taking a
Wednesday. There will be groups for both missions trip to the Midwest
Mission Distribution Center in
adult and youth study.
Springfield, IL July 9-13th, 2018.
Don’t miss out!

